CHAPTER TEN

Lt. -Col.William John Ricketts, M.A., 1947-1954

COL. RI CKETTS®6 APPOI NTMENT

As soon as the Governors had recei ved Mr . Wi
replacement got underway. Applications were invited for the post of Headmasgtdr,wés to

carry a salary £50 above the basic; there were 104 applications. In February 1947, a shortlist of
ten was drawn up, including Mr.Rawlings, and Mr.Russell, who had served on the staff for 12
years before his appointment as HeadmastBalbfclare High Schooln 1939. That shortlist was

cut to 7 and then to three, T.A.Cowan, R.E.Russell an€adltWilliam J.Ricketts, M.A., who

was unanimously elected.

SinceCrosby Houssvoul d no | onger be the Headmasteros
took up his post, the Governors took steps to find a suitable alternative. They looked at 7
College Avenue, but in the end they paid £3,850 for 123 Groomsport Road, which Col.Ricketts
feltwouldé make a ver y. Witha deficit oftovehfd @@ dihe bank, it was necessary

for the Governors to cash in some of the Sch
residence, the Ricketts were finding the house on Groomsportd&roanlt al t ogeit her su
was too far from the School, sufferédbm damp and was having a depressing effect on

Col . Rickettsd wife P aopeadiogd,a Wh ok wha sheeAuturanpop 6 t e d
1950, 123 Groomsport Road was sold for £3,350 and 15 Ward Avenue purchased for £3,000 in

its place; a garage ag built and other renovations carried out. Just 3 years later, it was
discovered that the Ward Avenue property also suffered from rising damp, since the paths were
above the damp course.

W.J.Ricketts, M.A. (1941954 in 1948

W.J.Ricketts was born i1914 and was educated \&blverhampton Grammar Schoakhere he

won an Open Scholarship in Mathematicgdsus College Cambridgtogether with a Borough of
Wolverhampton Major Scholarship and a State Scholarship. While at school, he had captained
both the rugby and cricket teams, andCaimbridgehe won the distinction of a Double First in

the Mathematical Tripos, gained higgby 6 b | and depresented the College at cricket. He

I Unless otherwise indicated, the information containetiimdhapter has been taken from the Minutes of the Board
of Governors, the Minutes of Meetings of Subscribers, oCinenty Down Spectataeports on Prize Days,
Sports Daysandd| d Boy s 6 Disrers.oForithede whmo may be interestedoinstilting theSpectatorthe
relevant dates ar®rize Dayi 27 March 1948, 2 April 1949, 18 March 1950, 24 March 1951, 29 March 1952, 28
March 1953 and 27 MarctB54; Sports Day 12 June 1948, 4 June 1949, 3 June 1950, 2 June 1951, 6 June 1952,
6 Junel953 and 29 May 19501 d B oy s 6 Dirersia2¢ Deaehbierd 947, 25 December 1948, 26
November 1949, 18 November 1950D8cember 1951, 29 November 1952, 21 November 1953 and 18 December
1954,
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joined the Mathematics Department@dmpbellCollegein 1936 and becam®ignals Officer in
the Officer Training Corps

During the War, he went through the Burma campaign as second in command Rufy#the
Signals Branch36" Division, which was the first unit to cross the Irrawaddy. In 1945, he was
appointed to the command the Waziristan Signalson the North West Frontier. On his
demobilization in December 1945, he was awarded the honorary rank of Liet@mbamel.
Returning toCampbell Collegeas Senior Mathematics Master, he took over command of the
0.T.C.and becama Housemaster.

POST-WAR BANGOR

By the time Col.Ricketts became Headmaster, t
1950Bangor Tourist Development Associatiwas formed. The following year the census recorded

the townds poputhed were 22 hatsls a@d21120y0e8t hausesl with over 1,200
beds, not counting the furnished houses available for rent during the Summer season. In
Col . Rickettsodo final year I n Bangor , the Nort
Tourist Develpment Associatioinner, praised the town as the centre of the Northern Ireland
tourist industry. Meanwhile, Bangor Castle had become the Town Hall, and in January 1953
Northern Ireland had been stunned by the sinking ofPtfiecess Victoriaoff the Comland

Islands; one of those lostwithin sight of his home near Donaghadeeas Sir Walter Smiles,

M.P. for North Down, who had been the Guest of Honour at Prize Day just three years earlier.
Another friend of the SchoollThe Rt.Hon.Lt.-Col. the Viscoum Bangor,P.C.,O.B.E., D.L.,

Chairman of the Board of Governors since 1911, died in 1950, aged 82.

AND THE POST-WAR WORLD

Despite the death of Stalin in 1953, on the
dominated by the early stages of thddCWar and the fear of Communism: the Berlin airlift, the
formation of theNorth Atlantic Treaty Organizaton t he vi ctory of Mao Zedoc
China, the Korean Wat, Mc C a r tirhthei sS4, the defection of Burgess and McLean, and
thecaptue of Dien Bien Phu by Ho Chi Mi nhdés Comr
French colonial rule in Ind€hina and increased American involvement in Vietnam.

Elsewhere, India gained her independence, Gandhi was assassinated, the state of Israel was
proclaimed, increasetlau Mauactivity in Kenya marked a further stage in the disintegration of

the British Empire, and the policy apartheidwas introduced in South Africa. In the United
Kingdom, London hosted the first pegar Olympic Games, the Irelandict recognized the
independence of the Republic of Ireland and Queen Elizabeth Il ascended the throne. Her
coronation took place on the day the news broke that Hilary and Tenzing had scaled Mount
Everest. (A new Union Jack was presented to the Schabpiatures of the Queen and the

Duke of Edinburgh were hung in 6A6 Room for C

While worrying about6é Re d s u n d g rsomedomfortbraight bave been derived from
Katharine Hepburn and Humphrey BogartTihe African QueenMarlon Brando ad Vivien
Leigh in A Streetcar named Desirélec Guinness imhe Lavender Hill Mopor The Archerson the
wireless, although it was estimated that there were already 42,000 television sets in Britain.

In science and technology, the first British nuclesactor was built at Harwell, the de Haviland
Comet thew o r | ficktdjet airliner, came into service, the contraceptive pill was first made,
immunization against polio was introduced, Crick and Watson unravelled the structure of D.N.A.
and theNationalHealth Serviceame into being.

2 County Down Spectatpt March 1947
3 J.McCoy,An Index to the County Down Spectator 19@4$4(1983); Bangor Civic Week Souvenir Handbook,
1951.
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THE RI CKETTS6 ERA BEGI NS
Writing in The Gryphona t the end of his first term, Col
devotion to the school and he continued:

o1 am very proud and honourreldthahistory ef eduaatiom pp oi nt
the School is still a young one, but by the efforts of its teachers and its boys, it has achieved great
distinctions and has built up fine traditions. Since its foundation in 1856 it has grown rapidly

and today it is stillgrowing fast; such expansion has called repeatedly for material changes in

the fabric of the School, and even in my short time here considerable changes have taken place,
including the conversion for school use of Crosbie [sic] House, the home of myqusoies.

Now with the widening of educational opportunity offered by the new Act, we are again faced

with problems of development, rendered extremely difficult by the acute shortage of building
material even for temporary constructions.

6 But t htheomatgrial cllahges and developments whichnaaeessary to suit the modern
requirements of education, the spiind character of the School must remairaltered. There

has been a change of Headmaster, but there will be no change in the greatadedtech my
predecessors and their staffs, with the loyal support of the boys, have striven since the School was
founded. In the difficult tasks which lie ahead we need as much as ever the loyalty and support of
boys, present and past, that the Schooy rfedfil its great destiny and move on to even greater
glory. | hope that the boys of todaand of tomorrow, will always be able to look back on their
school with the same prigend affection which, | know, is felt by the boys of yesteftiay.

THE 1947 EDUCATION ACT

The 1947 Education Act ushered in a new era.
when he addressed 120 parents on the Act. It made morning prayers compulsory, brought an end
to the small Regional Education Committeeand broughtinto being the County Education
Committeesand aé Qu al i f yi n g firehaldnin %8, wasnt® be taken by pupils at the
newly namedd p r i mehoojséaty e | e v g to seldctutilsode pupils who were deemed to be
suited to a grammar school educat (That year, 17 boys fro@onnor Houseand 38 from the

Junior Forms of the Senior School sat the Qualifying examinai@wi)Ricketts thought it was

6a great tragedy that the most i mportant ,Bukaminat
he accepted th@t her e seems no better way of sortandhg out
he believedthat) The dil i gent boy of | imited ability wil!l

i n examinat i on s  TheaAst alse proposed raising thé schosloleaving age to 15,
although that was not done until 1957.

An important choice was given to voluntary sclsoohder the Act. They could become
Voluntary O6A6 school s, whi ch wod ceuadpulilsiged t o
their intake; in return, these schools received a 65% grant towards approved expenditure. In
Voluntary 6B6 school s, admi ssion was at the d
were not eligible for capital grants. h&y were entitled to charge higher fees than the
scholarship, and parents of scholarghipders would have to pay the difference. These schools

were free to apply any profit as they chose.

Speaking to theOl d Boys & okly smontisa aftero s gointment, Col.Ricketts
commented on what he called thenat er i al ofitkef Sclooledespiteete &onversion of

Crosby Housgthey neede@ new c¢cl assrooms, a gymnasium, a good
and chang.i Imdovennberni®8 the Board of Governors asked him to report on the
immediate extension requirements and several months later an architect was appointed to draw
upplans6 f or t he additi ons rfergaacommodationrwasSargadye mked 1 95 |
c a p a,onitht 224 boys in the Senior School and 8&iannor House In September 1949, the

Ministry of Education gave its approval for platesbuild a new block with three laboratories

4 The GryphonDecember 1947.
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and five classrooms, whileonvering the existing laboratories into additiontdilets and
cloakrooms, to conform to its standards of one washbasin for every ten boys and five feet of
urinal per 25! In additong A6 Room acquired a slidingapartit
classroom in the Barn was to be convertedefdradining accommodation, while a new block

with 3 laboratories and 5 classrooms was to be built. (Commenting on the Barn, which remained

in use as classroom accommodation until 1959, Col.Rickettséséid,al ways used to av
while showing parents aund the School. Confiding this to another very wise Headmaster, he told me

not to do that, but to show it saying )fiYlou wonbo
December 1949, the editor ohe Gryphonwas6 eager |y | ooki ngndfthenewr d t o
bui | dHencgordinuéd,

6There appears to be some difficulty, however
alternatives seem to present themselves: either we raise about £10,000 by some method not
specified, or we lose oundependence and are handed over to the Local Education Autéfority

S.M.Claney, Deputy Chairman of the Board of Governors toldbthed Boy s 6 thatdsheio ci at i o
6 n e gthad been spent and he admitted that the Board did not yet know how they were goi

to solve the problem, but he said that any decision which meantéthat e tr adi ti on:
independence of a School |l i ke ours should be | ost

Under the circumstances, it was necessary to delay any expansiorwpieshe Governors
debated whether to opt f-&€ommEBteeavaspet GpAdinvestigatad B s
the matter and, although a report in tethern Whign July 1950 anticipated the decision of the
Committee, it was not until the end difet year that Norman Handforth reported its findings to

the full Boar d: i f the Governors chose Group
1947 Education Act, and as aresfilany | arge devel opment scheme wc
modified i f, on the other hand, Group O0AO6 status

of independence. The swabmmittee made no recommendation, but after very serious
consideration, the Board opted for n@thatthpg O0BO
decision could be reversed at any time. Mr.Claney averred that the&ymadd e a wi.se dec
However, there was no more talk of then e w tuntibthek lfeginning of 1954, when the
Headmaster reminded the Board of the need for new lab@sitand toilets. In the meantime,

the paths round the School were tarmacadamed and electric heaters were installed in the
Chemistry |l aboratory and in 6Ab8 Room. Il n 195
Governors admitted that in his exparce there was not any tremendous Ministry interference in

the running of Groas p oA 6 masnc hhcas! g aahar, wisely
bet ween an fAAO school The Headmadied wassaskedto report ®n OW %0 .

Gr oupstéaAtbus was wor ki ng, so that the Governo
status.
I n the School s centenary year, 1956, it was

the planned extension to the buildings. It was a wise decisionjdeeah least one other school
sank so far into debt, while preserving its independence, that in the early 1960s it was forced to
become a controlled school, entirely under the County Education Committee.

THE CHARLESWORTH REPORT

In 1950, theCharlesworthCommitteerecommended changes in the organization of secondary
school education. Prior to that, pupils had spent three years studying for the Junior Certificate,
and could remain at school for a further two years before taking the Senior Certificate
examnations. Some schools, lilBangorGrammarSchoo] already offered a sixth year, but now

5 Col.Ricketts, in a letter to the author, November 2002.

5 The GryphonDecember 1949.

" This was the fatefd®Cambridge House Schoiol Ballymena, where the author later taught.
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admission to university was to be dependent on the resuishiad v a n ¢ e éxanSirationg r 0

first held in 1952, when the School had 4 successful candidates. dBelttRideplored the fact
that6i n the absence of speci men papers, we are | ef
fordinaryo t ho s indeegwhes thevioysisat the éxaminations, it was apparent
that there weré wi d e a n denstahdard equired by the different advanced level papers, which
appeared to be much more sever e i.nTotillusdrate this,er ar y
Col.Ricketts pointed out that Bertie Styles (a future \Reicipal at the School) wsaplaced 20

in Calculus with 366 marks, while Ken Hawtin @IT w e somh @6 T h e ) ®as pldaed 18in

History with only 283 marks. The syllabuses in all subjects except English and Mathematics
were the same for both ordinary and advanced paparshé examination, said Col.Ricketts,
favoured the larger schools, where the candidates for the two papers could be taught in two
distinct sets. TheCharlesworth Committeehad rejected the recommendation of both the

He a d ma andthe Asdstant Mastels A s s o toi aagemeoahcertificate of education which,

like the new English examination, abolished ¢thg r osystetm under which a candidate failed

the whole examination if he failed in one compulsory subject. Continuing his criticism of the
new arangements, Col.Ricketts said,

6There is a tendency already for schools to e
them in for a supplementary certificate of advanced papers the following year. These are not
scholarship papers and to spendecond year on the same syllabus to answer harder questions

for the award of a scholarship may be expedient, but it is not education. It is the intention to
introduce scholarship papers on an increased syllabus to be taken one year after Senior, but until
these papers are introduced we have serious misgivings about the value of the advanced level
papers on the evidence of what we have seen. 6

He was clearly not alone, for in 1954 he was able to report that panels of experts were redrafting
the syllabuseso increase the standard of the advanced level papers. This would in future, he
believed, make it necessary to teach Ordinary and Advanced Level candidates in separate classes
or to enter them for the Advanced Level the year after sitting Ordinary Level.

Biology was introduced into the Senior Certificatel949 Desmond ColdBaker regards this as

6a maj or d dlkheugh thenschoolthad neither the staff nor the space, it was not going
to be left behind. Mr.Col8aker, a Chemist who had neverdhtithe subject, volunteered to
take it on and, since classes were expected to be small initially, the aftiosbfy Housevas
utilized. Mr.ColeBaker recalls:

6An ol d water tank was wused to preserkeen, object
one by the name of [Alistair John] Gilmour became interested in underwater photography and

tried to make an underwater camera using a normal camera with a Perspex case. Much of what

we required in the first year was made by ourselves but, byrthleygar of the course, we were

quite well equipped. If examination results were a guide to success, we obtained three students in

A

the top ten mar ksod.

Col.Ricketts reported that A.H.G.Love cam¥ i Senior Biology in 1951.He went on to

graduate wh First Class Honours in Physiology and in Medicine fQmme ends University
(In 1978, Gary Love, B.Sc., M.D., F.R.C.P.l.,, F.R.C.P., Professor of Gastroenterology at

Qu e e was she Guest of Honour on Prize DAy).

COL.RICKETTS MAKES HIS MARK
Cd . Ri c k e tydasténures saw @ mumber of innovations: in 1947, Report Cards were
introduced, and a Head PreféctNorman G.Derbyi was appointed for the first time. (Forty

8 Desmond ColdBaker, in a letter to the author, January 26D8unty Down Spectatp26 November 195IFhe
Gryphon 1978.
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years later, Col.Ricketts wasp r i v tolmee bih @gain, in Australia, wie he had been sent
as a civil engineer to complete a brielgglding contract}.
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A Report Card, dating from the early 1960s

(The first O6A6, o6B6 or 6 Cdbr whalsn dfuosrt royPar.ogr e s
A 6C6 for Industry resulted in a 6C6é Card, v
week, taken to the Headmaster at the end of each day and signed by a parent.)

Il n 1949, a Prefectsd6 Tie and met alar, Elamqursbadge

Badges instead of Caps and around 6 o | were anvdrded each year for Cricket, Rugby and
Swimming. (Honours Caps had been unobtainable during the War and by 1950 they were very
expensive, so attheld Boy s 6 A sBinmer ithatt yeaw, iMVilkins presented the Honours

Badges awarded for rugby since 1939. It was also pointed out that no names had been engraved
on the sports cups since 1939, due to shortage of silver and craftsmen.) Grace was introduced
before canteen lunches in 1949, whtre meals, by 1952, cost 10d. At the instigation obibe

Boysd Assoshartoéy before Col.Rickettsd resign;
K.C.V.O., Norroy and Ulster King of Armagreed to prepare the correct School Crest for a fee of

£66. In addition, Miss Addy offered to prepare Rolls of State Exhibitioners, County Scholarship
holders and Headboys.

Pl
® .
F

@ o Al and Bingular .o

The Grant of Arms

9 Col.Rickettsoc.cit.



A Prospectus, dating from around 1949, lays down guidelines for homework: boys under 12
should spend 1 to 1% hours eantht and boys over 12, 1% to 2¥% hours. It also listed a number

of School Rules includinggBi | | i ard Halls and buildings contai
b o un @lshdugh thedldBo y s 6 A snetectin B964 that former pupil Billy Dennisdiad

won the Junior Individual Billiard Championship aidd eems t o have a g)eat fu
Writing out the School Rules and doiegec u b ensliiplying a three or four digit number by

itself and the result by the original number, then dividingl wne arrived at the original number

again, showing each stage of the calculatieemained popular impositions for miscreants for

many years.

THE SCHOOL SONG

The GryphonJune 1950, recorded tha&tThe t hree stanzas of seienary new s
work of the three early saints with the learning for which Bangor was still noted in the early Middle Ages

and our aspirations for the School today. A blend of classical and medieval Latin has been used, and has
proved eminently singable. Many W | recognise Juvenal 6s fimens sar
s ¢ h ol a s.tThe songdhadits @irst performance on Speech Day, 16 March 1950. The words

are by Miss Patton and thetsng by DrEmery. Tom Boal, who was in the first class to perform

it in public, recalls thad when Mi ss Patton wrote the original w
to have them checked. We had been learning them for a few weeks when she announced that the word
ubique should be changed to quolibétwas apparent mor e &ccur ateb

Carmen Noster

Comgall Noster, Columbanus,
Sanctus noster Gall Britannos
Effecere Christianos,

Floreat Bangorid deo lais et gloria.

Sana mens in corpore sano

Hic quaeratur, et humano

Quisque sit, discipulus

Animo. Ne paidus

Exeat, Laboratorus

Inter pares, oraturus
Oraturus,

Fidem quolibet laturus.

Veritatis hinc cultures

Ibant olim professors,

Hinc Oxonian doctores.

Floreat Bangorid deo laus et gloria.

Sanamens. ..

Hinc eamus verecundi

Viri; nunc arcane mundi

Sacra ferimus fecundi.

Floreat Bangorid deo laus et gloria.

Sanamens. ..

10Tom Boal, loc.cit.
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Our own Comgall and Columbanus,
our own St.Gall made the Britons
Christian. May Bangor flourishto
God be the praise and glory.

Here let a sound mind and a sound
body be sought, and let every pupil
be of a civilised spirit. Let him go
out without fear, to work among his
fellows, to pray, to carry his faith
with him everywhere.

From here the devotees of trutked
to go formerly to make its claims;
from here they went to Oxford as
teachers. May Bangor flourishto
God be the praise and glory.

Let us go from here as men with a
sense of reverence. Nowadays it is
the holy mysteries of the teeming
universe that we carry. May Bgor
flourish1 to God be the praise and

glory.



THE SCHOOL CREST
T.M.Boal (Form V) wrote an article ifthe Gryphorin June 1953 entitle@ur School Badge In it
he explained:

O6We cannot consi der o mainlylbecaugeet isanat registel@dy but theo f  Ar
badge is heraldically composed and follows the rules of Heraldry.

060The main parts of our badge are the shield, t
coat of arms or an achievement the shield playery important part because on it are depicted

the emblems of the house or person to whom it belongs. The shield is divided into different
heraldic parts and in the case of the school

bendisadivison going from the top |l eft hand corner
hand corner or fibase sinistero, t hat i s when o
6l n the School shield the division is fdAbend dze
represents the sea. These parts are gold colo
shield or the colour of the ground of the shie
bottom | ef't hand corner ,batsheatd e xst etrhoe, fiacrhei efif musl
When the School was opened it was to train boys for the sea and so the stars represent such a

career. . . . The shield has a fAbordured or b

6Surmounting the shield anhde ufptoonr swehdi.c h Tthhies girs
object immediately on top of the shield. This is divided into five and coloured alternatively
fazureodo and fior o.

6The gryphon, or as it is sometimes spelt, the
the body hind legs and tail of a lion and the head and claws of an eagle, the latter being the
forepaws. It has the wings of an eagle which are never represented closed. The head has ears,
the only di fference bet ween an cha grijphainss and e
couchanto, that is |lying with the head erect

ot

60The | ambrequin or foliage, whi ch has been ad
coloured red and green or fAgulesd and fAverto.
0

Bel ow the shield hoen waorscr dilBla ngroeg wvariatntmeanmr S c hc

It was not until 1955 that the motto was chosen, by the Headmaster and Governors, after
consulting Mr.Wilkins and Professor M.J.Boyd.J ust i t meamsshehaxdg fast to
According toThe Gryphon(Deember 1955)6 j ust i ti ae i s one of those L:
translated by one English word; it combines the ideas of justice, fairness, and uprightness. Living up to

our motto, then, implies a determination always to do the right thing, to ddutyr and to refuse to be

turned away into easier and possible more attractive paths. If we succeed, we shall be JUSTITIAE
TENAXS®

STAFF CHANGES

Several longserving members of staff retired or resigned during these years. John Rawlings,
effectively the first Head ofConnor Housdeft in 1950, having been on the Staff for seventeen

year s, in 1953 George Mansfield retired after
legacy was to be the School Song, resigned having been at the School fgeatsn

Mr . Mansfield present edonndrHoase Sports and dissaPattont dida t y e
likewise at the Senior School Sports.

As the School population grew, so did the number of teachers. By 1952, there were 19 fulltime
staff and Col.Ricketts edd boast of class sizes of no more than 24 boys.

John Desmond ColBaker joined the staff in 1947. Educated/athodist Collegdelfast, he had

joined theRoyal Corps of Signalen the outbreak of war in 1939, having been in the signals
section ofQueen 6University O.T.C During his seven years on active service, he spent time in
Africa and in Asia where, by coincidence, he had sewedi r t ual | @ol.Ridkeitea ms i de 6
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Burma. Following demobilisation in 1947, he returned to university to updatabivledge of
Chemistry before embarking on his teaching career. Mr-Baler recalls that, when he arrived

at the School, a great deal of new equipment was required for the Chemistry Department, and
that no expense was spared in an effort to obtainThis is best illustrated by his mercury
barometer story:

ol felt the School should have one of these,
found that the barometer could only be obtained in England and could not be sent by normal
freight. When packed in a wooden case, it stood about four feet high in a pillar shape. In
discussion with the Headmaster, it was suggested that | should go and collect it from England!
The journey will never be forgotten, as the barometer was heavy and hkesgpoupright. |

chose to use the Belfadeysham route, as the train pulled up alongside the boat in Heysham. |
sat in the train for some hours, holding my precious cargo and unable to leave my seat. In
Heysham, after some discussion, | was able todimebrter who would be allowed to take the
barometer to my cabin. | managed to wedge it against the wash basin and rushed to get
something to eat before the boat started. It turned out to be a rough crossing and most of the
night | sat on my bed holdirthe case upright. Everything ended satisfactorily and | got it to the
School without damage. 0

During his eight years at the School, he helped Mr.Hawtin to run the bookstore and was involved

in the school 0s drama pr oducg desire g0, stage hant e he
productions withGlenlola An I.R.F.U.referee, he also coached the Medallion ah&\ rugby

teams. He left in 1955 to become Head of Science aintheational Schoolin Geneva.

Although he spent most of his working life international education, in 1974, when he was

Guest of Honour atthel d Boy s 6 diares heawiasteaching iiimavady Grammar Schaol

He subsequently emigrated to New Zeal&nd.

R o
J.D.CoIeBalzer, B.Scr.(.Hons.) W.c.hanks, B.Sc.(Hons.)
(19471955) in 1950 (19471957) in 1950

William Shanks also came to the School in 1947. A talented rugbyrpéayto orepyedented
Ulster at hooker in the Junior Intprovincial rugby match against Leinster in 1948 and helped
coach both the Undelr3 and 1 XV teams. In addition he assisted with the business side of the
school play.Malcolm Thomson, who remdmars him a® P o,rrgcdlls:

OMr. Shanks would sit at his desk with a | ong
whose purpose was to open and close the high classroom wirataivehen we were supposed

to be engaged in working out some pesh| being hunched up, heads lowered, writing a solution

at our deskthere would always be someone trying to engage someone else in a whispered
conversation and would be brought back to reality by a hard jab or hit from the metal hook. The
problem was thahanyone sitting in direct line between Mr. Shanks and the offender was liable to
receive part of the side of the pole along the side of his head, which would result in him having
more to think about than just some complex alg

11 Desmond Cle-Baker, loc.cit.
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Mr.Shanksleft to join British Petroleumin 1957. He returned to teaching 18 years later and
retired to live in Lincolnshire.

Ernie Browne came frorvlethodyin 1948 as Head of Mathematics and, despite his outstanding
examination results, he is perhaps better remesdbier his contribution to Music at the School
after Dr . Emeryod6s retirement ; the autoMasi cwas
Ap pr e c classes imn thé early 1960s, who were told, more in sorrow than in @&hger, h o me

and watch yourJuke BoxJury§ Ernie Browne was, according to Harding Watson, known as

6 Bo h o Browns;bohoncusvas Mr . Br own @totsi nwoeamd e i Pesiond

Cole-Baker also recalls his ready wit; on the days before the Board of Governors was due to
conside awarding extra bonuses to members of staff, Ernie Browne quippedéthatd, e ac h
Governing Board member goes home this week® he wi
In 1959,The Gryphondeploring the demolition af T h e , Baammerdedhat,6 | t was f i tt i n
Mr.Browne was the member of staff who tatighbnducted, perhapsthe last class in that ancient pile

of br i cks HemdvedidRegerd IHodistn Newtownards irl962 and after his retirement

from teaching he graduatetbm Qu e e n 6 s  Withi avBachseldor tofyMusic degree. Having

taught atMethodist College, Bangor Grammar Schawid Regent Houseit must havebeen with

tongue in cheek thdite quipped thathe hads pent t wenty f i veholgsoar s t each
Ul st er o

W.Browne,B.A., A.(Mus.)T.C.L. H.M.Rea, M,A.(Hons.), H.Dip.Ed.
(19481962 (19481977) in 1949

Henry Maxwell Rea became Senior Modern Langsaljlaster in 1948. EducatedN¢thodist
CollegeBelfastandChr i st 6 s Co l, wkegeehe ©wadHlar thel first eight and gained an
Honours Degree in Modern and Medieval Languages, he returned to his old school in 1934,
where he became Resident Masiad Captain of th@&rmy Cadet Force Affectionately known

simply as Henry, he was a gentle and somewhat excitable man, and the boys, at times, took

advantage of his sensitivity;oe Par ke recall s the occasi on, i
caree, when Alan Booth, a talented linguist, was absenfi Wher eds Boot h?0, aske
Huddl estone replihedhadSar mohebsydleadacci dent 0. W

shocked as were the rest of us. Next day, Henry nearly dhdeart attack when he saw Boothy in the
f r ont On amwthé occasion, the afternoon absentee slip arrived in hisé6o0m: doi ng a
headcount and ascertaining all were present, he despatched James McWha with the slip to the next room.

Immediately a ppri | raised his hand and said, ASir, Mc Wh a 6
nodded. ABring that boy backo. He opened the dr¢
mi st ake. He di dMr&Rkeapna® @ainat @ v kel & firgs,arlech ©dhe amusement

of hi s Ome passibdyéapocryphal, story has it that one class heated up the poker to give
Henry a rather too warm welcome when he went to poke the fire in his classoéni. a fr ee

2 Recollection of Harding Watson [194850], October 2002.
3 Desmond ColeBaker, loc.cit.
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period was due for him, Hensyould be down to the Staffroom to make sure that the fire would be just
right i n 40* The story is also toidrokthe occasion that Mr.Rea was due to take a

class of boys who had been excused from gamregerred to a® d e f a.u Ha anweradl a

knock on the Staffroom door, asking the b6yAr e you a D,ecaneuhetrepht?166 m 6 No 6
Mc N a Klbshould, perhaps, be explained tttee Headboy in 19589 wasMichael Affolter).

Outside the classroom he was a highly esteemed ruglheeetaoth for the School and for the

Rugby Union, and he set up tRaotographicSocietyin 1953. He also oversaw the introduction

of language laboratories in the 1960s, although his younger son describes his teaching methods
asévery ef f e atbiusgee, Hd wouldsofiemgreetpupils coming into his class by handing a
book to each boy in turn and Heaegtiiedig 197 hadter alimast si t
thirty year soé s er v-ihreeecas & schodlnmaster. SSaldé/enjoyed jashaver f or t y
two yearso retiremef®t; he died in January 198
Morley A.Hopkins who attended th&niversity of South Wales and Monmautined the staff of

Connor Housein 1948, having done his teacher trainiagLarkfield Training Collegeafter his
demobilizationfrom the army. He is remembered with affection by generatiog®mior House

boys, despite his gruff mannerOn the cricket field, he had thHeabit of shouting, in his
pronounced Welsh accerit,Ru n, yabneluctantmatsréen ad he enjoyed spending time at

the creasé d e mo n s hattirgttdchnigyde. It was he who creafeihe Connor -dHl@use G|
happy -whichrhe said resided in the old bar room. Although the teacher of Form 2B in
Connor House he also coacheché Medallion X/ for some time. Dougie Rea recalls that
Mr.Hopkins was6 mad keen on rugby. To stimulate our in
important rugby was in Wales. He said that it was like a religion in his village and if the girlsGveren

good | ooking, even they played rugby. SirWihatn a s k e
position did your wifeplay? | then witnessed a severe case of corporal punishment. Nowadays such a

pupil would be sent for special needs counsellingdn inveterat smoker, he was known to send

boys to thePeter Panconfectionery and tobaccoristshop in theTonic building to buy him

cigarettesi was there a brand calleddath? (Some years later, Tom McVeigh was to send

pupils for6 2 0 B ICaman Blopkins alongwith Major Cole-Baker, was given leave each year

to attend th&erritorial Army Annual Camp. Gordon Thompson remembered one occasion when

he called into scho@ddi n f ul | of fi ci anhisgvayato paradenbeforeé thea Queena | | 6
By the time he retired in 1976, he was a Colonel and his next promotionTartherials was to
Brigadier;Mr.Thomson said that he would have éaolvto introducéMr.Hopkins with the words,

6t hi s i sin-cnoymnsaencdo,ndBr i g&di er Hopkinso

M.A.Hopkins J.S.H.McKitrick, B.A.
(19481976) in 1954 (19481957) in 1956

1 Joe Parke, in an email in March 2002; recollections of Billy Mercer, December 2002 and of Kenny Browne, July
2004.

5 The Gryphon1977 Dougie Rea, speaking at tBe a mma rAnrual Bidner, November 2005

16 Reminiscencesf Gordon Thomson, Autumn 2002; Dougie Rie.cit
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Other arrivals during these years were Horade u fMckitéick, who was described asa bi g
softee, des panelmyredakiss hr & g oh ihyehonmework just cogged from a classmate or

the blackboard, upside down; hisremdrki Ver y neat , Boeyr,naredy Fn ©a&tDooon o v ¢
ten years at the School between 1949 and 1959, during which he produced several of the School
plays. J.D.Ardrews succeeded Mr.Rawlings as Heac€afinor Housen 1950. He left six years

later to become Head diewry Grammar Scho®reparatory Department.

B. F. OOAD ‘o novamjpEB. A. ( Ho n s J.D.Andrews, M.A.
(19491959) in 1954 Head of Connor House 198056

One of the few photographs of Mr.Andrews during his six years at the School,
pictured here with t Cricket XI, c. 1954.
BACK ROW: Norman Lewis, Lance Andrews, Martyn Taylor
MIDDLE ROW: John Paterson, Brian Leith, Mr.Andrews, ? , Alan Littlewood
FRONT ROW : Jim Baxter, ? , Garth Beattie, Billy Kirby, ?

Jim Driscol succeeded Miss Patton in 1953. He was educaté&arapbell Collegeand Trinity
CollegeDublin, where he was a member of the Golf Team. Following teaching posts in Dublin

and in England, he spent six years on the staBfatlymena Academy Affectionatly known as

6 The , bewap an outstanding Classics teach&iXllcoach and Housemaster, at different

ti mes, of both Dufferin ApmedatioBaf inoioTheGlyghanegne s . E
his retirement in 1985 captured the essence of N&cDII:

6Three i mages of the man remain uppehamdbst i n
pedagogue, begowned, briefcase in hand heaftinghe classroom in which he held court like

some latterday Socrates; secondly, the immaculately clagian, with his cream flannels and

his impeccable style occupying the crease at Bloomfield or Ballymacormick; thirdly, the golfer
swinging freely ondbone of Bangorés fairways.

" The Gryphon1986.
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For his part, Mr.Driscoll found the atmosphere at Bangor much more relagedutider

W. H. Mol 6 s s tBellymena Acadgmy e rengembers that there wagiui t e a fri e
relationship with the pupils, while at the same time good manners generally prevailed with caps being
rai sed and.doors opened?®d

60n one oc c aembepohstaff was drining alongnHamilton Road, he turned suddenly

into Moira Drive but, failing to notice a cyclist on the inside, knocked him off his bike. No
damage was done and the boy got wup, dusted hin
Big insurance case now! 0

He remembers, too, what Desmond CB&ker hascalled a6 ¢ o n t Btaft, which formed a
chess team, which was enteredtihe Bangor Chess League, amatl a Cricket Team, which
played quite a few matches.

61 t c on tclaus ofevaty gaod players, for instance Bob Maties\Wmodvale and Harry
Eadie, exArmagh, and guest players such as Walter Fawcett, Primary School Headmaster and
exGentlemen of Ireland wicket keeper and Rev.David Burké&/&x i ngst own . &

(Thirty yeardater, with the likes of Chris Harte, Jack Dalzell and John Smyth available, the Staff

team continued to flourish; after one match in Donaghadee, followed by a [brief] W&iade

Ne i litlis@keged that several of the team adjourned to the-Riitec i pal O sintéhadial s e f or
ice-cream sandwiches?)

J.C.Driscoll, B.A.(Hons.), H.Dip.Ed.
(19531985) in 1954

Miss Addy, who had been shared wi@ienlola since her appointment in 1939, joined the
fulltime staff in 1948 and sheontinued the tradition of Art Exhibitions, sometimes in Toaic
Caféand sometimes imyroneHousein Belfast. These exhibitions displayed work in a variety of
media, including oils, watercolours, murals, design, posters, scraperboards and illuminatio
Edith Addy is also remembered for her insistence on being addreséedias s ratherdhab
merelyé Mi ,sasddéfor her method of examination supervision; after giving out the instructions,
she would position herself behind the candidates, maintathat this prevented any cheating as
nobody knew exactly where she was lookifg.

Jim Scott recalled:

OMi ss Tipping teaching History in ABO Room and
to AFO0O Room, who coul d f orwitehisb&tkto tHeopeniire, hif The B
gown hoisted to the waist, obviously enjoyi n¢
Mr.Johnson. He seemed to enf@tching boys by their sideburns and giving them a hoist up. . . .

The only light relief was when hecalled his days in the Forcesi t h t he wor ds, @ Whe
Bur mao, and proceede"dWotldowart e.l.| Hersyt Rea and 8ernard t he
O6Donovan shared AKO Room. Henry fondly recal
to the Rime and cycled along the great river. . . . Down a few steps and round a corner was the

18 Jim Driscoll, in a letter to the author, January 2003; reminiscences of Chris Hartest 20§4.
19 Desmond ColeBaker, loc.cit.
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Library, which could be used for small cl asses

Mat hs. He would bark at us as \wemenmbar whemhed , i C
was teaching Algebra to us, he always wanted each step of the sum shown. . . . He would say,
fOne step enough for me , Brother. Wh a't hy mn
i mpressed when | repl i ealy yedrd,. Miss dPatthnitaught Latin ini ght o0
AEOC Room, followed by Jim Driscoll i n liater ye
2 extra classrooms near the Cantdéen X o and AY0O Rooms, football
out si de #AAO0 a difitheingdabher Rasdonoiement, tha top of the cricket pitch roller
was used foB shove hadpenny.

FINANCE

In 1950, the Governors expressed sympathy with the staff about their salaries, but regretted that
they could do nothing to help. Although anniradrements had been raised in 1948 to £15 for

men, and £18 after 9 years and for women £10, and £14 after 10 years, there had only been one
general salary increase since 1939 and those increases, ranging from £10 to £50 p.a., had been
out of date by the e it was awarded in 1950. Messrs Johnson, McKeown. Rea, Browne,
Heuston and Miss Patton were also in receipt of Post of Special Responsibility allowances of
bet ween A80 and A40 a year. In 1953 menods sal
wasnot only in the area of pay that there was-discrimination: when Miss Hawthorne asked

the Board if she could continue teachinghonnor Houseafter her marriage at Easter 1953, it

was decided that her appointment should be terminated at the encctidloé year.)

As a result of salary increases and the cost of the playing fields, fees rose rapidly. In 1951,
Senior School fegavhich had been £20 in 1948¢re raised to £26, to £28-0 in 1952 and to
£33-5-0 the following year. Connor Housdees #so rosei from £14 to £25 between 1950 and
1954. At the same time, the concession for two or more brothers was ended and it was decided
that the sons of clergy should be charged 60% and the sons of tea¢héts B8ng to 50% in

future cases. Meanwhithe problem of unpaid fees persisted. A second invoice was to be sent
thirty days after first, and then, after 14 days, a further letter giving 7 days to pay before the
Governors resorted to legal action.

PUPILS

Although Col.Rickettss h ad a n hani.r . aadbhe left an impression as he strode masterfully
towards t he Ba cleasly ngtoewenyorfe lwasaes inpiiessed as Robin Andrews. On
Deni s Nei | | @osnorfHousghé wad approaeheéd by the Headmaster, who asked,
6What 0orsanyeo,urboy ?6 6 D easked the Coloded Oreind sw WNati ? 8 Sir.
na me Sall Denis. 6 Ri c krepliedstlée Headmasterd Ri c k e t taskedwDenis. ? The

A

Headmasterodos reéply is not recorded.

In 1948, Royal Humane Societgetificates were awarded to Desmond J.Pollock for having
rescued a 10% year old boy who had fallen off the North Pier while fishing, and to
R.K.Davidson, who performed a similar act of bravery in Campbelltown harbour. The following
year, John H.Sims receide certificate from th€arnegie Hero Truséifter hesaved the life of a
young girl, who was in danger of drowning.

Former pupils continued to distinguish themselves in a variety of fields. In 1948 there were
Bangor Grammar Schoolboys lecturing aQuea 6 (3V.G.Godden, who completed his PhiD

1952, in Civil Engineering),Trinity (R.B.Elliott in Physics),StAndrews (E.M.Patterson in
Geochemistry) and aheffield(W.V.Denard in Classics); in 1950 Vincent Denard moved to

London University and later torrinity College Dublinwhere for a short time he was the Tutor of

T. W. Patton, a future Headmaster of the School

20 Bangor Grammarians Annual Rep@®01.
21 Denis Neill confirmed this story in conversation with the author, November 2002.
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pupils, T.C.Ingold, was appointed as Professor of Botamjritieck College London In 1950,
W.G.Godden was joined in the Civil Engineering Departmer@ ofe eby dis brother Herbert,

who was captain of the Ulster Junior Hockey team, and by T.K.Allen in the Physics Department.
That year the Murray twindgkobert and Thomasjereeachawarded an M.& atQu e e ha¥ing
gained Firsts in Chemistry the previous year, Reginald E.Wright gained a First in Mental and
Moral Sciences atrinity, and K.I.Mayne won auffield Fellowshipfor research in Physics at
Oxford In 1951, N.G.Derby gained a First inviC Engineering atQ u e g adiling an M.Sc. in
1952, the year in which Joseph W.A.Sloss was called to the Bar.

Meanwhile at School, J.C.Lyttle, having previously won a university scholarship on his Senior
Certificate results, spent a year mainly on ihahd Greek and in 1954 br ought di sti nc
hi msel f an dyvinngg a&Sizakskig @and a Junior Exhibition in Classic3raity,

gaining a First and thBrooke Prizethree years later. Hugh F.Fulton won a State Exhibition in

1952, as did laglliott, Denis E.Leavey, R.H.Ogborn #953(3 out of only 19 awarded, as well

as 5 out of the 11 county university scholarships awaraled W.R.Elliott and K.McClements in

1954, Al so in Col.Rickett stdn Ativancea |LevejAet,a r |, T.
J.K.Hearst was®lin Ordinary Level Alternative Mathematics, scoringl imarks, and J.Graham
gainedDistinctions in all 10 subjects at Junior Certificite.

Nor was it only the academically gifted that the School catered for during theseoyeapapil,
WesleyAllen, was designated educationally blindd completed his school work in Braiffe
while there was also a sprinkling of juvenile delinquents, with two boys being expelled for
stealing in 1949 and another tappearingn court chargedavith larceny in 1951.

THE 1952GENERAL INSPECTION

The School experienced a General Inspection in the Spring of 1952. The Report praised the
Headmaster, saying that lehas proved himself to possess mark
leadership. . . . Héas shown energy and enterprise in his endeavour to increase the amenities and
efficiency. The good progress made in recent years is due in no small measure to his effort and

i nspi rQfthe siaffothe Reportsaid:The t eacher s aetestinthedisthargesof and ¢
their duties. Some of them indeed teach with quite exceptional skill and many of them devote much of
their |l ei sur e t i meuridular adtiitiess LolRickettsd expressed himself
6gratified bywyremdrks which mypelbéemmaud .a.rabout the general tone of the School,

on the happy relationship which exists between boys and staff, and on the courtesy and good manners
which the boys di spl.aHowdvertthe Headmasteraozited thenbdystout si de 6

6reading little more than the sporting col umns
appear, liberally illustrated by pictures, in a certain type of weekly magazine. Much has been

said about those papers, which we caasslfy generally as comics. They may have their uses for

children in various stages of development, but the damage occurs when boys cling to them after

they should have grown out of that particular mental stage; they do so because they afford
recreation vithout any effort or thought whatever and as such they form a drug to boys of
intelligence whom we are teaching to think and to express their thoughts in a clear imaginative
way. 0O

He asked parents to encourage their sons to use the school and miibreipas, an appeal, he
saidbdoubly necessary this year, when television se

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
The Dramatic Societycontinued to flourish, first under the direction of Mr.Rawlings and
subsequently under MZoleBaker, presenting such politicaligcorrect offerings agen Little

22This information has been gleaned from the surviving issugh®Gryphonand mayherefore be incomplete.
B2l nformation supplied by Wesley Allends brother, Terry.
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Niggersaswellasful engt h c | as si cTbe M&an tNn95% a playiiedding circke 6 s
was formed and thBramatic Societybecame a member of tiBgitish Drama League Such was

the success of drama in the School that from 1958tindealgan Cuppresented by F.W.Cotter
Craig for versespeaking in 1948, was presented for the best public performanceDmnathatic
Society

TheDebating Society t he SchaodleGsy,semindri nsuced to fl ouri st
Room on occasions. In February 1952 8ueietycancelled its meeting for first time in its 25

year history as a mark of respect on the occasion of the funeral of King George VI. That year,
Frank McKee presented a Challenge Cup for the best junior speaker.

As the School grew in size, so the range of egtnaicular activities increased. In 1948/asic
Societywas established by Mr.Browne in an effort to develop musical appreciation; speakers
included T.S.Turner, Inspector of Schools, who gave a talk on Bach. Three years later members
6had the delightful experi enmgleaywifnf®raed argdsdévo of

A Photographic Societwas f or med i n 1953 and, boysredretthe Mr . Re
techniques of taking, devel oping and printing
social and sporting activities. Initially they us8é& n g o r Ca mpemises®h Clifténskoad

and when these were no longer availablegthe s h r in Grasby Housavas blacked out for the

purpose.

;3 — = _ o z e —  — =3 |
The newly formed Photographic Society 19854
T.R.R.HoustonD.C.F.Drew A.S.JohnstonW.J.Ricketts, M.A.K.McClementsD.J.RoulstonG.Ashe R.R.Rae
D.J.Snyth, C.Campbell, H.M.Rea, M.A.,.8.Glass C.E.Ronaldson

i3 o .

While perhaps not, strictly speaking, an exdwaricular activity, the School was forced to close

for a week in September 1952, because 50 boys and 11 staff attendeitisthé\ssociation for

the Advancement &ciencemeeting vihen it was held in Belfast for first time since 1902, and the
following year, 60 boys from Forms 3B1 and 3B2 held a Mock Council Meeting in the Council
Chamber of the Town Hallar@dwi t h t he fri endl y ,Jeriy&Gehamespent t he
almostan hour discussing a range of topical matters.

Sport

The School continued to maintain its enviable record on the sports field, perhaps most notably in
Athletics. In 1947, N.Martin won the Javelin event atthest er School sd& At hl et
andthe following year D.J.Morgan, who won the Intermediate 100 yards and ¢amer@ 220

yards, and Tom McAuley, who won the Pole Vault, were selected to represent Ulster Schools.
|.Elliott won the Senior 440 Yards in 1953.

24The GryphonDecember 1951.
25 County Down SpectatpB0 May 1953.



¢ B

D.J.Morgan T.J.A.McAuley
Ul ster School sé6 Athletics Team 1948

In cricket, Brian Mairs recalls Malcolm Thomsanpr obably the best school b
and one memorable match agaifidt@ s t

60n this occasion we had a | et hal weapon in t
intimates) Thomson. . . . In this match we were bowled out for a paltry forty runs, so the Inst
batsmen would have been confident of an easy and quick vicend however was at his best

and, bowling very fast outswingers which came back viciously, he clean bowled most of his 9
victimsi some of whom had not even offered a shot, so bemused were they by the swing and
sheer speeil and Inst were all out foraton d 22 0 6

M.J.Thomson, who was capped for Ulster and Irish Schools in 184©4 wickets for 32 runs

against Leinster, and claimed hattrick in his last match before leaving to California; the
Headmaster presented him with an inscribed cricket bislichael Rea who played for the

Ul ster School s 0, recalls thak MalcolnX Thomsan wadn®dn o play for the
famousHollywood Cricket Clubwhose members included Boris Karloff. Other film actors who

played in the Southern California Crickeéague included Basil Rathbone and Errol Flynn,

while David Niven was a regular spectator. He played his last match in 198antarBarbara

Cricket Club His nickname,6 S c,ucdnfes, he says, from Scud Eastman, best friend of the
eponymous hero dfomBr own 6 s Sand was lbestowesl on him by either Graham Wallace

or6 mor e Roy lkoeghgad. His other nicknanteH a s, derivibg form his activities in the

front row of the XV scrum,6 di d not have t.hide alsareellsghas Anlainenlcg 6
teachers | had were gr aduat@nsonedccasidnesemge hleustenc h o o |
askedd Thomson, why do you come to class? Woul d it
during the period? Thatway therestofthecessul d get on with a’fivancing t

The P! XI played a match against the Masters each year; in 1949 the Masters won for the third
successive year, with Col.Ricketts and Mr.Johnson the top scorers. Two years later, a concrete
wicket with practice nets was laid at College Avenue.

& N

o
M.J.Thomson M.Rea
Ulsterand Irish Sclml s &6 Cr i ¢ k ell s¥ler 19cdh% ol sd6 Cri cket X

26 Reminiscences of Brian Mairs, September 2002.
27 Malcolm Thompson, in an mail to the author, Noven@04.
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In 1949 aSwimming Clutwas formed and the Annual Swimming Gala was revived. Ironically,

Sir Walter Smiles, who was to be drowned in Bnimcess Victoriadisaster, presented a Cup for
Swimming, when he was the Guest of Honour at the 1950 Prize Digtrib TheOl d Boy s 6
Associatiorpresented a Shield for Intéfouse competition.

A\ o o
) Swimming Team 1
(Swimming had beedevivedin June 1949)
W.T.W.Johnson, B.Sc. W.J.Ricketts, M.A.
R.D.Elliott E.McKeen G.Wallace C.K.Carter A.Reid B.Styles

Bertie Styles, who returned to teach at the School from 1956 until he retired in 1993 and who
was VicePrincipal from 1966, was awarded Colours in Rugby, Athletics and Swimming and he
shared thesir Waler Smiles Cupwith P.H.McKie in 1951. Bertie was also Captain of Crosby
House, of which he was to become House Master. That year G.St.C.Barry won the Ulster
Under16 Diving Championships.

Rugby, of course, continued to be the major Winter sport at ¢heob and in Summer the
Ballyholme courts were used for tennis. Desmond -Baleer, who coached the Medallion XV
during these years, recalls a team:

6which was in a winning vein. Our hurdl e eac!
year we hadeaten all teams including Methody in friendly matches. In the draw for the Shield
competition, we found ourselves against Methody as a home fixture. The game was played at
Ward Park and both teams had supporters. Alas the pressure was too much migsihg of a

penalty goalif r ont of the posts brought tears to many

One member of that team, Peter McKie, went on to become Malkaging Director oDupont
and in an interview gblished in thelournal of the Royal Society of Chemistng attibuted much of
his success to the teaching he had received at the ScHeoteturned as Guest of Honour at
Speech Day in 1993.

28 Desmond Coldaker, loc.cit..;The Gryphon1993.
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1949 1st XV. R Medallion XV. R ‘ Under 14’ XV. R
Sept. 17 | Grosvenor -'q Regent House H |9—
Belfast, High -3 i

-0

Belfast High A Regent House A | 3— ¢

oUW w

A
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Regent House A
M.C.B. H|q - 3 BR.A.

Sullivan Upper H [20 = 3 Sullivan Upper A [32.—0| Grosvenor
Larne Gram. H [3— Belfast High

H

H

A

b
(=)
l
[T

HALLOWE’EN BREAK
B.R.A. 3| Grosvenor H|9-0
GrosvenerGRAMS, a

MEvALLION

Dewna—High
-0 RBAL
%3—0| Sullivan Upper

0| Ballyclare
Down High ® — 14| Larne Gram.
GROSVENOR H-$, 0—9|- 3

10 | SULLiveAN UPPER $ — O| Wallace High 33-0
. 17 | Regent House H [10-0| Down High 3-3
pEc %1 | CAmPRsLL cow, H  CHRISTMAS BRI

1950 BLues Y Reos (m 1-3| R.B-&-\. 0-0
Jan. 14 8o 3~Q| Wallace High 29-d R.B.AL

, 21 .Belfﬂ.st ngh b-21| Belfast High 4.~ g Sullivan Upper

DALRiAPA )=
Feb. 4 |BRA. M.C.B. %4
»

o b i

Regent House

Son e
=

°~ SMgh

Bediyelare
0 - 3| Down High o- SMCB
18 IRELAND v SOOTLAND (Dublin)
- 25 | Dublin High o ~% RBAI
Mar. 4 | ReB-A 1. H | tSthva,n Upper H | 6 - 3| Down-High
5 4 IRELAND v WALES (Belfast)
11 | Dublin High H 11—-10 LeseGram. H Grosvenor
17 | Foyle College (Belfast)v-~1o SCHOOLS CUP FINAL
Grosvenor |?" B }

B e x
o
L
[

18 | Larne Gram.

HC e

B >

25 | Sullivan Upper A [\b— &| B
Apnl 1. | Regent House A

A
Ragent House A

B.G.S.R.F.C. Fixture List 1949950, preserved by the Club Captaln Brian J. Mairs.
W.J.Ricketts, Esg., M.A. (PresidenD,S.Dunlop (ViceCaptain), D.Cairns (Hon.Sec.).
Committee: B.J.Mairs, D.S.Dunlop, D.Cairns, R.H.McGimpsey, D.J.Morgan, W.T.W.Johnson, B.Sc., W.Shanks,
B.Sc.

R.B.AIL H

More than ten years before Hockey wesntroduced as an alternative winter sport, a Medallion

XI played a friendly match against Collegiaté! XI, winning 40. Meanwhile, in 1948,

basketball was introduced as a new sport in the School. In 1950, an approach was made by the
Irish Football Association but it was explained that the School had neit@ough boys nor

enough pitches for two Winter games. That did not prevent some of the boys fielding an
unofficial soccer team, which played matches against local amateur iffesone such match,
members of the team wer edy butinsteadroebdingtcangraiuated Ri c k
on their win,b we met with a tirade of condemnation for
School did not play fAsoccero, would not play socc
the Schoolinwit er . I n future the School name?woul d only

Perhaps the most important news in the field of sport was the opening of the new playing fields

at Bloomfield. During the late 1940s the Governors had looked at seitesalvih a view to
acquiring land suitable for playing fields but the hilly nature of the ground around Bangor and its
substrata of boulder clay had rendered the search difficult; in May 1946, an approach had been
made to William Moore obemesnédousefor some of his land on Bloomfield Road, and in early
1948 part of Lowr yods Farm at Ball ymaconnel |
considered. Later that year they explored the possibility of purchasing some land from
Mrs.Kinghan ofGlenganagh but it was decided that her land was not suitable. As a result, the
Council 6s pitch in Ward Park continued to be

However, in 1950, four years after he had first been approached, Mr.Moore agreed to sell eight
acres at £300 an acend it was agreed to buy an additional two acres belonging to Mr.John
McClure for £700, while Charles Neildllowed his outhouse was to be used as temporary
changing facilities at £1 per bus. The new playing fields, whiclolayh a nat ur@l amph
and would, it was said, leone of the most attracgwiudeompnsea t s f i
cricket field, two rugby pitches and a small pitch for the junior boys. There was also room for a

440 yard track, a straight 220 yard track for hesdiaces, which had not been practicable at

College Avenue, and permanent jumping and pole vault pits, making it possible to have two
games afternoons, one for seniors and one for junig@rst he f ac i, Isuiggestedsthee x i st &

29Tom Boal, loc.cit.
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Spectator6 i f t h e thdir partsto rpachathe same high standards in games and athletics, which
the School has achieved in work and scholarshipd.

The Board of Governors set up a Playing Fields-Sammittee and it was agreed to erect a

suitable board at the entrance to thlaying fields, to draw up plans for a pavilion, to make
enquiries about a tractor and trailer, to plant cypress trees to form a windbreak on the northern
bank and to replace the school lawnmower, which had been in use since the 1930s. In addition, a
quintuple gangmower was bought for £65 fronBangor Golf Club Suitable seed was
recommended by th&ports Turf Research Institugd Bingley with the suggestionthats heep coul d
occasionally belgrazed to good effecto

The plans for the development of tege, and for the pavilion, were drawn up by Samuel
Mcllveen, M.R.I.A.l, Assoc.M.Inst.C.E.l.,, an OIld Boy, (who donated part of his fee to the
Pavilion Fund), considerable levelling and drainage work was carried out by John Graham of
Dromore, and the pawln was built by Messrs.Ervine and McCreadie of Bangor, who had put in

a tender of £2,418-0 . Since the School had by this tim
there would be no Ministry of Finance grant, however amendments to the Government Loans

Act (Northern Ireland) (1948), passed in 1952, did make available a loan of £9,00@wbvier

40 years.

TheOl d Boys 6 sétupa Piaati il o m@n dffarihtd daise an extra £1,00@t was

suggested that the pavilion should stand as a malrto the late Grahame Anthony (Tony)

Patton, who had been Secretary of Alkeociatiorfor several years and who had hopedtma k e a

per manent written r ecorldehaddiedin®ecembenl850at thefagetohe Sc
32 and some monthsdier the Board of Governadlinutes had recorded that it wasa | mo s t
entirely due to his enthusiasm and keenness that the Association has reached its present flourishing

p o s i.t Anoong other events, thel d Boys 6 organisedca Bt i ag y &alelin Bu
conjunction with thePar ent s 6 , Avhishoraised £115, rbut this, along with a dance,
donations by members and a contributadr£50 from Bangor Rugby Clupbhadonly realised the
disappointing sumfcE545 when it was declared closed atlileginning of 1956.

The playing fields were taken over in March 1953 and the following month William J.Evans was
appointed as Groundsman at a £6 week. Willie Evans was a shy man and on his retirement in
1979, after 26 years of service, he declined ame to the School to receive a gift, so a
deputation of boys and staff went to the playing fields, by then situated at Ballynelcoton

make the presentation. He continued to work-parg¢ for some time after his retirement and
Chris Harte recalls thain his later years, he could on occasions be-pgalous when watering

the cricket pitcheg?

William vans
Groundsman 1953979

30 County Down Spectatp® March 1979; Chris Harte speaking at@e a mma Dinreem Nodember 2004.
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The pavilion, a building of sandlime brick comprising two changing rooms with hot and cold
showers, and a dining roomtiva large picture window was completed in the Spring of 1954.

??' i s e T TR 2 T 5. N > BT
W &

%

Bloomfield Pavilion, photographed in 2003

On Sports Day, 29 May 1954, Col.Rickéttast public function as Headmaster, the facilities,

which cost approxintaly £11,000, were officially opened by the Rt.Hon.Harry C.Midgley, P.C.,

J.P., M.P., Minister of Education, who regretted that the Ministry had been unable to provide a
grant towards the expenditure incurred, explaining that it was due to the policgdlapon by

the Governors in optihlg woawd dGresupectBal s aduk t

have decided wjhesdif in this matterd

BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Official Opening

of the

SCHOOL PLAYING FIELDS

= s . i

The Rt. Hon. H. C. MIDGLEY, JP., M.P.

(Mimister of Beucation, Narther Irelasc)

SATURDAY, 29™ MAY, 1954
at 230 pm.

followed by

ATHLETIC SPORTS

PRIZES will be Presented by MRS. H. C. MIDGLEY

(Preserved in the School Archives)
CONNOR HOUSE
When, in 1952 The Advisory Council Report on Selection of Pupils for Secondary Educztéamed
that the curriculum was being narrowed to virtually English and Arithmetic, Mr.Andrews, the
Head ofConnor House countered by saying that apart from cutting Frebche v eyaar s a g o ¢
there had been no such narrowing in his department. He continued:

6l would |Iike to make it quite plain that the
the Grammar School course and that the Qualifying Examination, while antigbjeis by no
means the objectd

Nevertheless, by the following year, 6 years after the introduction of the 11+, 62% of Connor
House boyshadqual. i fi edd

Preparation for the 11+ was clearly not the only activit@@tnor Houseluring these year$or
the boys enjoyed a range of outings, most of which, admittedly, had an educational purpose

31 County Down SpectatpP3 Dec. 1950 and 29 May 195/e GryphonDecember 1950 and December 1952.
%2 The GryphonJune 1952.
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whether the boys realised it or not. These included visits to the Copeland Islands, Bellevue Zoo,

the 12" century Cistercian abbey at Greyabbey, th& téntury bawn Kirkistown Castle,
Carrickfergus Castl e, Bel fast Museum, Betsy G
family, and Queenbd6s I sl and t o 8rigsh Engineee-thé aunc hi
largest yet built in Belfastby Mrs. Anthony Eden. She noticed the boys and remarked on their

good behaviour; at her request a number of the boys were presented to her by Sir Frederick
Rebbeck, Managing Director ¢farland & Wolfa Denis Neill, then in 2A, proudly recorded:

6 We aldl orai stlé alsodisited Stormont as guests of Dr.R.S.Nixon, M.P. Many of
these outings took place at Hal |l oweden and we
and a firework display in the school field.

Other extracurricular activities isluded a Choir, which enjoyed itgdt public performance in
1952,a Drama Societyvhi ¢ h  me't in 6W6 Room on Friday af't
Park pond, on which the boys had skated during the cold winter of4IR46

Nor was sport neglected. Th& XI football team was unbeaten in the 1952 season, the year

in which Rugby was introduced @bnnor Housgthere was an annual cricket match against the
fathers, a Form Il cricket league between the Lions, the Wolves and the Panthers, and weekly
visits to Templemore Bathsavhich produced swimmers such as P.D.M. Montgomery, who swam
for the School in the Inteschool Relay while still aConnor House

Uniform consisted of a grey herrisigpne tweed or grey flannel suit, a grey pullover, the School
tie, plain grey stockings and a navy bBrberry.3

THEOLD BOYSO6 ASSMITTHEPIABENTSO6 ASSOCI ATI ON

Reflecting the increased cost of living, Life Membership of@hed Boys 6 rosea®@&ci ati o
guineas in 1948 and to 5 guineas four years lateiteie annual subscription was increased

from 5~ to 7/6' in 1953. Meanwhile there was much debate about the design Asbeiation

tie. By 1949 the tie was now of f and a nqwodesigh featuring a gryphon and shield
between the stripes was agd on. However in 1952 it was decided that the design of original
association tié gold stripes on a blue backgrounhdhould be adhered to, at least until the issue

of the School Coat of Arms had been decided. Meanwhile, in the hope of increasing
memlership, aGolfing Societywas formed in 1950, for which Ritchie McKee presented a
Challenge Cup, and boys leaving school were made honorary members for 12 months. The
marriage of Gordon Moody and Pat Brown, née Wilkins in 1948 was a unique event in the
hist ory of the School; they werd@rammarianbaidggandt pup
abetted by boys of the School, fired questions at a team of experts in the B.B.C.&Quix) s GAm ce |t
1951 a set oBangor EndowedSchoolmagazines was psented by Noel McFeeters who, the
following year presented a Cup for the Old BdyRace on Sports Day. At the 2Annual

Dinner, one of the most senior Old Boys, Victor Salter, presented a framed photoigpapiis,

which had been taken in 1888; theairman said that he was sure the Governors wotld e as ur e
this donati on a,sandat now hamkgs w the dorriddr ef thp 8ahoob along with the
photographs taken over 100 years later.

As well as ceoperating with thedl d B o y s oninfas) effod toaraise funds for the sports
pavilion, thePar ent s 6 Arganisedi aa serias nof talks on careers, including civil
engineering, industrial chemistry, the linen industry, shipbuilding, the navy, the civil service,
customs and excise @raccountancy.(While on the subject of careers, Tom Boal recalls that,

when he expressed a desire to pursue a career in law, the Headmaster asked whetliea hreyhad
members of the family in the legal profession and when | replied in the negativehastiys informed

that that career was xot for me. End of discussi

33 The School Prospectusiyca 1949.
34Tom Boal, loc.cit.
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COL. RI CKETTS6 RESI GNATI ON

Welcoming Lord Brookeborough, Prime Minister of Northern Ireland, as Guest of Honour at
Prize Day in 1954, Col.Ricketts commentéd, t may we Will mebt derettduay tsomg ooy

who in years to come will aspire to the same high office which you yourself occupy with such acclaim
t o d.aA/BD.Faulkner, who became Prime Minister in 1971, had left the School in 1932, aged
11, after three years as a gdupind ten year old David Trimble, who became First Minister of
Northern Ireland andlobel Peacelaureatein 1998 was not to join the School until 1956, when
TheGryphondescribed himada very pr o miodhebepating®oviatyo me r 6

Lt.-ColRicket t s6 | ast Prize Day, 19514
Dr.R.S.Nixon, M.P., D.Ewart, Mayor of Bangor, Viscount Brookeborough,
S.M.Claney, Chairman of the Board of Governors, W.J.Ricketts, M.A., Headmaster

Speaking at theOl d Boys & Dimerdnc Navembernl1953, Col.Ricketts idathat
Mr.Wilkins had told him that the first five years were the easiest, as he could blame the previous
Head for anything that went wrong during that period, but he had now been in Bangor for six
years! Surely that was not in his mind when he submittedesignation on 27 March 1954,
having been appointed HeadmasteBo$tonGrammar Schooin Lincolnshire. At the Board of
Governorsd meeting two days | ater,

6expression was given of the Boardbébs thanks f
organisation of the School under the 1947 Education Act and also their appreciation of his efforts

to bring the School up to its present state of efficiency and the happy atmosphere which exists
with the staff and pupil sod.

TheGryphoncommented on howevr yone had s eemt odi asint kaentdt @ d i |
fruit in the progr es,scondinuitg thah hix suscesstoffa ctelrse pS owhd el
staffing, accomfmodation and policybd

Mrs.Ricketts died in May 1957 and Col.Ricketts leftEngland in late 1969 to become
Headmaster of th€Ehurch of England SchadWlount Eliza, near Melbourne, where he continued
to live during his long retirementde died on 28 June 2004, aged 90.

35The GryphonJune 1954.
3¢ The GryphonJune 1957.
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