1. 1990-1998: Difficult Years??

In March 1991, a Gala Dinner, with a gourmet meaueks Fizzeception and a rose for each

lady, was held in th€ulloden Hotel6t o cel ebrate the success;itof the
raised £1,600 for Schoalfids. The incoming decade was tddiiicult' in more ways than one:

the Common Curriculum, Cros8urricular ThemesC.L.A.S.S.and L.M.S. were only some of the
difficulties faced by schools in general, and of course the Lindsay Brown scandal made them
particularly difficult years foBangor Grammar School

A BROADER PERSPECTIVE ON THE 1990s
As the School was about to experience its greatesthaps its only crisis in its illustrious 135
year history, the world, in its madness, continued to exparienses almost annually.

In the United Kingdom, inflation reached 9.4%, the farming community was devastateddby

cow' diseasept he wr ong Ikalted drains faBriish Rail as privatised, the Channel
Tunnel opened and Hong Kong was retdrt@ China. In politics, Margaret Thatcher resigned,
but the Tories won a fourth term under John Major, who was replaced as leader by William
Hague following the Labour victory in the 1997 General Election. The Labour Party underwent
several changes oéadership with the resignation of Neil Kinnock, the death of John Smith and
the election of Tony Blair. The 1990s also saw the brgakf the marriages of Prince Charles,
Prince Andrew and Princess Anne, the Queamsis horribilis the death of Diana,ridcess of
Wales, devolution for Scotland and Wales, the introduction of Sunday trading, the ordination of
women in the Church of England, the burgeoning of opportunities for university education as
forty polytechnics were elevated to university statud, ahcourseDolly the cloned sheep.

As the 'Birmingham Six'were released, bomb outrages continued in the City of London, at
Harrods, in Warrington, in Manchester, on the Shankill, at Greysteel, and in Omagh. In different
causes, bomb attacks took gdaat the World Trade Center in New York, in Milan, in Madrid, in

Paris, in Oklahoma, at the U.S. embassies in Tanzania and Kenya, and suicide bombs in Israel.
The Downing Street Declaratioted eventually to bothR.A andd oyalistceasefires, altholgfor

several summers there was trouble at Drumcree. David Trimble, a former pugahgdr
GrammarSchoo] who had been elected M.P. for Upper Bann in 1990, replaced James Molyneaux

as Unionist leader and, with the help of Secretary of State, Mo MowttenGood Friday
Agreemenwwa s negoti ated. Meanwhi |l e Northern 1rel
when aChinookhelicopter mysteriously crashed on the Mull of Kintyre.

The aftereffects of the collapse of Communism were felt throughout doade. As the Soviet
Union disintegrated, Russia, under its new President, Boris Yeltsin, became embroiled in a war
in Chechnya. Yugoslavia, too, fell apaxtiolently - and witnessed the horror ‘ethnic cleansing'

in places such as Srebrenicdhe klamic fundamentalist Taliban took over in Afghanistan,
while in South Africa Nelson Mandela was released and, along with President de Klerk, was
awarded theNobel Peace PrizeMandela replacing de Klerk as President of a newly democratic
country.

In theMiddle East, despite Israel and Jordan making peace, and Yitzhak Rabin and Yassir Arafat
shaking hands, peace appeared to be no nearer; Rabin paid for his efforts with his life. At least
the Beirut hostages, including Brian Keenan, Terry Waite and Joh®aity, were freed.
Further east, Saddam Hussein's invasion of Kuwait led to the Gulf War, in which several former
pupils served, although it would be over a decade before Saddam finally met his nemesis. In the

22 As with the first section of this chapter, unless otherwise indicated, the infonnhais been taken from the
Minutes of theBoard of Governors. Ashe Gryphorincludes comprehensive coverage of Speech Day and

Sportsd Da County Doen Spectateeportoof these events have therefore not been given here.
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meantime, Bill Clinton, having denied Geerush a second term in the White House, himself
served two terms as U.S. President, despite the Monica Lewinsky episode.

Every decade has its disasters and the 1990s was no different: genocide in Rwanda, earthquakes
in Iran, the Philippines, Californidapan and India, the loss of 900 lives when the Baltic ferry
Estoniasank, the massacre of tourists at Luxor, and of children at Dunblane were among those
which captured the headlines. PupilSallivan Upperin Holywoodhad a lucky escape when the
exannation hall was attacked by a madman armed with a fidmmever. Other noteworthy

events included the launch of tHebblespace telescope, the openingeafo Disney the signing

of the Maastricht Treaty, the drawing up of the Kyoto Protocol on Cli@ha#age, the ending of

the Waco siege, the collapseBzfrings Bankhanks to Nick Leesomndthe O.J.Simpson trial.

The 1990s saw the passing of more than its fair share of personalities from all walks of life.
Hollywood lost Marlene Dietrich, Greta Gor, Ava Gardner, Audrey Hepburn, Burt Lancaster,
Robert Mitchum, Ginger Rogers, Telly Savalas, James Stewart, and most of the 'fatpaigk;

Sammy Davis Junior, Dean Martin and Frank Sinatra, while ballet lost perhaps its two most
famous exponents, Mgot Fonteyn and Rudolf Nureyev. In Britain, Peter Cook died and AIDS
claimed Kenny Everett and Freddie Mercury. Sport mourned the passing of Ben Hogan, Dennis
Compton, Len Hutton, Billy Bremner, Matt Busby, Bobby Moore, Billy Wright, Arthur Ashe,
Jean Bootra, Lew Hoad, Fred Perry, artte voice'of tennis and of cricket, Dan Maskell and
Brian Johnston. Notable writers who passed away included Robert Bolt, Anthony Burgess,
William Golding, Graham Greene, John Osborne, Stephen Spender, and A.J.P.Raytorg

the statesmen to die were Menachem Begin, Willy Brandt, Alexander Dubcek, Rajiv Gandhi,
who was assassinated, Erich Honecker, KifBuhg, Francois Mitterand, Richard Nixon, Pol

Pot, Enoch Powell, Harold Wilson and Deng Xiaoping. Robert Maxwell\oither Teresa,
famous for different reasons also shuffled off their mortal coils. Closer to home, James
Kilfedder, for 25 years North Downds M. P. at
knighted.

In cinemaspPretty Woman, The Silence of the Lambsforgiven, Jurassic Park, Forrest Gump, JFK,
Schindler's List, Four Weddings and a Funeral, Braveheart, Michael Collins, The English Patient, The
Full Monty, and Titanic were pulling in the crowds, while in the theatre Alan Bennédtts
Madness of Gege Il was widely acclaimed. Television saw the arrivabat Foot in the Grave,
Absolutely Fabulous, Frasier, The X Filesid The Teletubbies Sinead O'Connor, Bryan Adams,
Cher,REM, Simply Redand The Spice Girlsall featured in the pop music chartwhile former
Beatle Paul McCartney launched Hiserpool Oratorig later in the decade he received a
knighthood, and his wife, Linda, died. The novels of Roddy Doyle, Frederick Forsythe,
P.D.James and Vikram Seth were among the best sellers, whidapewrks of norfiction
included Peter Mayle'’s Year in Provencand Jonathan Dimbleby's biography of Prince Charles.
Seamus Heaney won tiNobel Prizefor Literature and his compatriots David Trimble and John
Hume won the prize for Peace. In spowas the decade of tlReemier LeagugPaul Gascoigne,

David Beckham, Brian Lara, Sally Gunnell, Jonathan Edwards and Nigel M&hsell.

23 Information gleaned fronChronicle of the year 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996,at@P98
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BANGOR IN THE 1990s

Tom Pattonbdés final y ear s Picke Pddahe gitterThestraathe t he d
abattoir and th&@oniccinema. That art deco building had been designed by John McBride Neill,
architect of over 20 cinemas; it had been the largest cinema in Ireland and, for a time, in Europe,
when it opened in 1935 at a cost of £76,000. (The daamobf theTonichas been described as
6typical of the inevitable Philistinism of the w
millions of pounds on a yachting marina *tthekes pr
same setiment might be applied to the more recent demolitioArdaraand theWard Villas

the latter of which once hous&langor En d o \Wweadders)c Grawfdrdsburn Hospital,
Bloomfield Squash Club and Cottown Primary School also closed, but a newypsafol,
Ballymagee, openedDespite spirited campaignBangor Hospital lost iteperating theatre and

in-patients facilities, an@he BankRResidential Home closed. There was also major resistance to

the building ofBregenz Housethe first structuréo be erected on the ssile of the seafrorsince

the demolition of yards and buildings 100 years earlier; it wéetome théd H. M. Coast guar c
Maritime Rescue Sub e n trepkding the post at Orlock. Another lestganding feature of life in

Bangor the fire siren, came to an end as the new fire station opened on the Newtownards Road.
Despite bombs on both Upper and Lower Main Street, firebombs at the newly dfaeip

Centre and attacks orbutchers and leather goods shops by Ahénal Liberaton Front the

commercial life of Bangor continued to prosper. Two new hotels op@tedieboye Lodgeand

the Marine Court which opened exactly 100 years after its predecessoGrtmel Hote) on the

same site. As well as thielagship Centre the Bloomfield shopping centre opened, Bangor
welcomed thé f a s toutletsRizdadHutandMa ¢ d o naad thedbsn on Sunday Trading ended.
Recreational facilities improved as the £3 million sports arena at Ballykillaire, with its 2 soccer
pitches, 2 artificiapitches and an-&ne athletics track, and ti@neplexicebow| with 4 screens,

16 bowling lanes and an ice rink, were completédlaw to prevent the drinking of alcohol in

public places was probably welcomed by most people, although the nemagrtaffic system

was not. Nor did th&eafront Development Scheme meet with universal approval; Stage 5A
consisted of a promenade, a car park and landscaped gardens, while Stage 5B promised a narrow
gauge railway, a boating pool and a restaurant. Attheothend of Bangor s ext
there was an horrific murder at Ballymacormick Point.

There were many developments n t h e althougheniotialh af them came to fruition, among
them the pedestrianisation of Lower Main Street and a new Lilorarthe site of the old fire
station. There were plans for a £170,000 Adventure Playground at Kingsland and a new bus and
railway station; Bangor, it was said, could have a purbosié community hospital with a
casualty department by 1996; there wadk of a £15 million multipurpose complex, thBangor

Dome on Queends Pseateatteatre, aw exhilbitionacen#es €hops, a bar and a
restaurant. Yet another public campaign was mounted when it was realised that this development
posed a threato houses on King Street. Also under threat from development was Bangor
Market, although it was said that a™ Zentury Royal Charter protected the market n
perpe®Puityo

CURRICULAR DEVELOPMENTS

6Demands, wunparall el ed tignderd) argpbgingimade bnhoer tehchirggt or y
staff - the production of a commazurriculum, endless consultation documents, plans for staff
appraisal, assessment, coursework, Key Stages, Common Assessment Instruments, proposed
amendments to the Transfer Prdce r e , more consultation. 6

24 John T.Davis, nephew of tHeo n iarchitext, in theCounty Down Spectato8, April 1995, quoted in Marcus
Patton Bangor:An HistoricalGazettee(1999).
25 Information gleaned from the files of ti@ounty Down Spectator.
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So commented Mr.Patton on the pressures under which his Staff were working in the early
1990s.

The School had always kept abreast of curricular change, but at its own pace. The 1990s saw
change imposed by government, often at tapid a pace detailed Programmes of Studfor

English, Mathematics and Science courses to be taught from September 1990 were only
available in August and with insufficient resource8t o i mpl ement the requir
curriculum to the standara€vhi ch we have tr,as MtBPation autlit.y Tepohiogr i d e d 6
methods had to change, with the teacher becothimp r e of an assessor and en
a mer e tr ans mi,astDeMookefexplained wolthe Bgaedd

Mr.Patton had reervations, too, about the practicalities of implementing the new curriculum:

60Are we to squeeze out subjects of real worth
with such limited time allocated to them that we emasculate them completelyPhere is a

great deal to admire in the new curriculum, but it is clear that there are dangers in sacrificing
things of proven value or worth on the altar o

It was virtually impossible, for example, for a boy to fit alledrScience subjects into his
G.C.S.E. timetable, yet there was a requirement that all should follow a prograntaleraied
science’ Mr Patton expressed concern that theatedd Do u b | e Schenca rcalifse might
provide an inadequate basis for 'AéMel; he also questionethe need forcompulsory
Technology for the netechnical.

League Tables were another bone of contention. Clearly they were open to abuse, with schools
either withdrawing weak candidates from an examination or raising the cfaemmtrance to

Sixth Form, in an effort to influence the statistics. In 1993, the School opted not to submit its
results because, in the Headmaster's wasdse ague Tables are a fl awed
parents really useful information about éhso o In fact the School's outstanding performance at ‘A’
Level-a 95% pass rate, wi t\WwouldHthv pl&edatdirstsn bayahly and ¢
schools in the Province.

And still the innovations continued. No wonder Mr.Patton looked baaktte hal cyon da\
when6t hat wonder ful c¢ommo 8y 1996, plans weeedn placesfor aewdAS! ab | e
and 'A2' examinations, which were to be taken in modules during the two years of Sixth Form.
(From 1997 those years became known as Lowetgpmetr VI; the termMiddle VI, introduced

over thirty years earlier, was discontinued.)

6What ever the benefit of modul ar examinations,
be taken up witlexaminationsmock examinations for migear modiar examinations; then the

modular examinations themselves; then mocks for the end of year modules and then the end of
year modular examinations. We wallow in paper. New syllabuses are scarcely in place before
they are amended, and amended againb.

A Curriculum Committee was set up by the Headmaster to organise the implementation of these
innovations and to cordinate thes.E.E.L.B.'d1-16 Curriculum Development programme.

In an effort to ensure good public examination results, the Board expressadwhiato t h e

School should ensure that pupils being selected for Form | were of the highest possible standard [for] it

was generally accepted that the performances achieved at G.C.S.E. level were a reflection of the
educational standards of the pupils a T r a ABig weas @articularly important at a time when the
Mathematics Department found that he gener al s t a nliad fallen,ahd thender st
Headmaster was expressing the view thatr i mary chil dren arrive at gr
appreciation of the principle of how to | earno.
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Not for the last time, there were fears about the erosion of the rights and status of the voluntary
grammar school under the Minister of State's 198dposals for Changeagainst which the
Governing BodigsAssociatiodaunched @ vi gor ous campai gno

THE 1991 PROSPECTUS

By the time the Prospectus was revised in 1991, there were 1050 boys at the School, including
150 atConnor House That Prospectus summed up the ethos of the voluntary grammar school.
Top of the list of'Aims of the Schoovas6 To encourage the purmlowvad of ac:
by a commitment to ensure that every boy fulfilled his highest potential. In addition, reference

was madet@®@t he devel opment of «theaen diawhdo | ef meanedbtbe h yé ad ihs

promotionof6 sound moral and religious standardso.
PUPIL SUCCESSES
6Academic ceoxncteiilmeeded o be reflected in examinat

Level, in 1993 the pass rate was 95%, with 48%rades 'A' and 'B'. In 1995, at G.C.S.E. level,

Mark McBride achieved 11 'A’ grades, including 8 of the 'A*' grades, which had been introduced

the previousyeas i n an ef fort to i mpr oaseMr.attorfpetriteldewentt i on
onto say,6 Far better woul d have been to have a mor e
reduce the alarming gap which exists between G.C.S.Edaitbe v. eThét year there was not a

single failure in Triple Award, Double Award or Single Award G.E.SScience. In 1996,

Grahame Williams came first in Northern Ireland in ‘A" Level Classical Civilisation and a year

later Richard Coghlin achieved a similar feat in English Literature, while Barkley Bellinger was
awarded 10 'A*'s and an 'A’, as he waacpd first in both Mathematics and Physics at G.C.S.E.

level.

I n an effort to maintain the excel lresitstfor 6 AG L
Lower Sixth was begun; anyone failing all three subjects was refused admission to Upper Sixth.
That year Form 3 was streamed, but the experiment was not repeated.

During these years, a number of boys attended high level English and History cowti$iessat
Park in Cambridgeshire and the number of boys gaining place®xftrd and Cambridge
coninued to grow. In 1993 Mr.Cairnduff and Mr.Andrews visited those Universities to establish
further links with the college¥.

Outside the classroom, Andrew Slane won the regi®utdry Youth Leadershiproject and
enjoyed a five day visit to the Eurape Parliament at Strasbourg as a result, Gavin Thomas
spent two weeks in South Africa on a community service venture, having wéultnem Alk
Ireland Award organised by theénstitute of Directors while Nicholas Arnold earned a trip to
Portugal, thank$o his design of a leaflet for théister Cancer Foundation

By this time, the School had formulated @ r u g s amddn thecSyrdamer of 1997 the Board of
Governors recommended the expulsion of a number of boys, after a parent notified the School
that hiere had been drugs on the School campus.

Among the former pupils to enjoy success was David Feherty, who was selected Rgdéhe
Cup team in 1991 and who, three years later, finished fourth inOfpen Championshig@t
Turnberry. By the time Garth Mdfpsey was selected for tivgalker Cupteam for the third
time in 1991, he had won seven national championshipSBritieh Amateur Championshignd
had had the privilege of playing with the great Jack Nicklaus itJtBeMastersaat Augusta. He
was the ecipient of the firsDId Boys' AssociatioAward for Outstanding Sporting Achievement.
Stephen Martin M.B.E., having won a bronze medal at the BIgdhpic Gamesand a gold

26 A list of those awarded scholarshigan be found in the Appendices
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medal in Seoul in 1988, was Vi€gaptain of the Great Britain Hockey team at Béona in

1992 and a year later was awarded the M.B.E. for his services to Hockey. He had become the
most capped International in the history of British Isles Hockey withdl85a fersli@land and

94 for Great Britain. (On one occasion, he turned outafO| d BXd wntsadfreezing
Ballymacormick the day before he flew to Pakistan for an international tournament.) Keith
Gillespie, a recentold boy' was &apped in Soccer. Starting his professional career with
Manchester United, he went on to play maker 100 appearances for both Blackburn Rovers
and Neveastle United and to gain oved &capss Mark McCall won 13 and Kieron Dawson 21
international rugbyo apsy and Brian Millar joined Michael Rea, who by 1992 had amassed 26
capg on the Ireland Gecket team. Jan Cunningham, who had captained botH'th¥ &nd the

15 XI Cricket team went on to gain Sdap$f or t he Ul ster XV, and to p
and the Irish 7s.

David Montgomery, noted more for his business acumen than fepbarting prowess, became
Chief Executive oMirror Group Newspapes, and Dr.lan Adamson, author of a number of books
on the history of Ulster, was elected Lord Mayor of Belfast.

Tragically, several pupils and recent former pupils died during these yearsjing Simon
Fitzsimons, Graeme Lowry, Graeme McCabe and David Ronaldson.

STAFF

The success of the School was, in no small measure, due to the quality and the commitment of
the teaching staff. At the start of the 1990s, the Senior Management Teastecbo$ the
Headmaster, Bertie Styles (Senior \diégncipal), John Smyth (ViePrincipal) and four Senior
Masters, Lindsay Brown, Bill Langtry, Bob Mcllroy and Ivan Wilson. Peter Moore joined them

in 1992 and the following year he and Lindsay Brown weremoted to VicePrincipal,

following Bertie Styles' retirement and John Smyth's elevation to the post of Senier Vice
Principal. In 1994, Bill Langtry retired and Chris Harte was appointed Senior Master in his
place. Three years later lvan Wilson waserpoted to VicePr i nci p al foll owing
retirement, and Donald Cairnduff joined the Senior Management Team.

6l candét get my head round thato
Mr.Patton and Mr.Styles, his Senior ViBeincipal until 1993.

Retirement robbed the School of over 350 years of teaching experience during the 1990s. Bertie
Styles, Jimmy Welch, Bill Langtry, Irwin Bonar and John Smyth had all taught at the School for
over 30 years, while Peter Lagrue, Denis Bradley, Barry Greenawayeael Blorrison had all
served for 20 years or more, and Alan Fitzgerald, Will Hunter and Tom Patton were approaching
the twenty year mark when they retireBuring the same period a number of young teachers
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were appointed; they became known asBl@&F.A.Society for Mr.Patton referred to them ésa
breath of fresh airbd

Meanwhile Peter Moore, Chris Harte, Stephen Bldkex and Margaret Hamilton the
Headmaster's Secretary (who, Mr.Patton said in 1990¢fead uni que devoti on to t
has wor ked unbgctelerated?2b gears atuthesSthool. Two former pillars of the
School, Harry Eadie and George Heuston passed away.

ExllE
B |

The Headmaster with the Administrative Staff in 1993
Mrs.J.Hamilton, Mrs.E.Shields, Mrs.l.Veal, Mrs.B.McCre&ad
Miss R.Maxwell, Mr.J.Hunter, Mr.Patton, Miss M.Hamilton, Mrs.V.Russell

THE LIBRARY

In 1992, after 33 years in charge, Irwin Bonar handed over control of the Library, which
contained over 6,000 volumes, to Barry Greenaway. There was a feeling thédirtrg had
beenundet sed and badly equipped, and that its i ma:
be improved. Over the next few years, stock was increased to around 10,000 items, in part
thanks to the presentation of Harry Eadie's cricketioliection by his son Don, and of the
Stockton Collectionby Old Boy Norman Stockton, the television political commentator. It soon
became a muHpurpose resource centre with computers, a scanner, a laminator, a photocopier
and video viewing facilitiesand the entire stock was put onto computer, (despite a-brdak
6intruders [who] w 1), ausing hthe Schoals Isforntatios M anagententSystei

(SIMS).

BOARD OF GOVERNORS

The Board of Governors continued to develop good relations wittettehing staff, for whom
occasional wine and cheese receptions were held, and in 1994 the thrd#rivigeals and
Mr.Ekin, Head ofConnor House were each copted onto one of the Board's stiimmittees,
which strengthened further the link between Gowes and Staff.

Receptions were also held for tdd Boys' Associatignthe Parents' Associatio@nd theConnor

House Mums' Committe@nd a Special Projects Committee was set up ‘ordioate the fund

raising of these groups and to promote the Scimodhe local community. One of its first
successes waRizza Hut'sE500 sponsorship of a 1993 Calendar, which made a £1,800 profit.
The Board of Governors felt that the School baad | ow | e v er theotdwn,eardptioeseu r e 6
was frequent reference tmwn and gown' One of the best vehicles for promoting the School

2" Dougie Rea in his tribute to Robin McLoughlinThe Gryphor2003.
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over the past fifty years has begme Gryphonthe Editorship passed to Robert Stevenson in 1993
and three years later a new cover, the first for eighteen years, was designed by Hiaithew

:
é
¢
2

Matthew Bl ainbs winning entry in
the competition to design a new cover
for The Gryphorin 1996

Theidea of holding public lectures and art exhibitions was even considered, and Mr.Mackie was
detailed to liaise with th&pectatoron a regular bas to ensure good coverage of the School's
activities.

On a more apocalyptic note, the Board also drew \Ipsaster Plan’ outlining how the School
would function if a major block was destroyed.

Always conscious of the need to economise, in 1992 ¢besion was made to employ a contract
cleaning firm at a cost of £645 per week, retaining just two cleaners for the Administration
Block. This venture enabled the School to declare caretaker, John McCutcheon, redundant.
However, the contract cleanergddiot prove satisfactory and less than two years later it was
decided to employ 17 cleaners for 2.5 hours a day undeh e t r u s toEMrs.owthg anc e 6
McCreadie, who became Cleaning Manager.

In December 1995, at the height of tReS.E.or 'mad cow éease'crisis, Mr.Patton, without
consulting the Board of Governors, decided to take beef burgers off the School canteen menu
until he had checked the source of the meat. Since the Chairman of the Board, John Murray, was
also Permanent Secretary at thepBrtment of Agriculture, which insisted that Northern Ireland
beef was completely safe, Mr.Murray, who heard about the ban on the radio, felt that he had no
option but to resign from the Boar§.

Several longgserving governors retired during this perioéimong them A.H.Hewitt,
J.H.Connolly, D.S.Dunlop and A.L.Macafee. Another resignation, after 44 years on the Board,
was that of Jimmy Stark, who was presented with a painting at a reception which was held for
him and his wife.

28 Belfast Telegraphll December 1995.
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The Board of Governorg993

Back Row: D.J.Hunter (Secretary to the BoarB)L..Moore (Teacher Governof)a.Henderson,
A.L.MacafeeS.B.E.Johnston].Murray (Chairman 1995),B.Stark, D.F.C. (Chairman 196972)
D.S.Dunlop (Chairman 1988992),0.R.CatchpoleR.J.ParkerD.H.Rea (Teacher Governor)
Front Row: Mrs.H.Ward (Parent Governoi).B.Thompson (Chairman 199905
D.W.Gray (Chairman 1996999),W.R.T.Dowdall,R.J.Claney (Chairman 199295),T.W.Patton
(Headmaster).H.Connolly H.S.Blair (Chairman 1977981), Mrs.E.Rochéarent Governaor)

A major development which had implications for Governors and Staff alike was the introduction,

in 1991, ofLocal Management of Schools (L.M,8vhich gave schools a greater degree of financial
autonomy. Bangor Grammar SchoolWas alloated a block grant of £1,700,000, but since the
scheme was introduced in September, the eight month grant proved insufficient, as the bulk of
the expenditure occurred during the Winter months. By the time Staff salaries and other
necessary spending, suafithe £26,000 on examination entries, was deducted, there was, in fact,

very little for the School to spend on nreasentials, and the main object was simplibteak

even! The situation was made even more difficult the following year, when teachgrsise by

7.5%, but the..M.S.block grant rose by only 7%. This was the first time that the Department of
Education had not met a pay award in full. In 1997, the proposal to move voluntary grammar
school funding from the Department to the Area Boalsis @éaused concern; it was felt that this

would removebone of the fundamental bases upoatheiwhi ch v
independent nature, with direct Iinks to the Depa

A new pay structure foteachers was introduced in 1994, allowing additiopalnts' for
responsibility, experience, recruitment and retention, and for excellence. Most schools viewed
the6 e x c e Icritezsiononattd caution, and the Board of Governors drew up a Salary Policy an

set up a Salaries' Appeal Committee. It was decided that the Heads of English, Mathematics and
Science were to be on 4 promotion points, other Heads of Department on 3, two points were
allocated to Housemasters, the Librarian, the Timetabler, and gpkeified duties, and one

point was awarded for commitment and involvement in the life of the School.

All aspects of administration were computerised with the artvialA.S.S. (Computerised Local
Administration System for Schogl¢he necessary cablingas installed in 1991 and the software
arrived the following Spring. Dr.Moore becameC . L . A-0 % d $ .naacCas canputers came

to play an increasingly important part in the Schedboth in administration and in the
curriculum- an 1.T.Officer, MrsSharon Larkin, was appointedin 199% o over see our s
train Staff on devel op,andanll.T.Commidteer chaired hyDe.Samu r r i
Stevenson, was set up. I n 1997, the year
documen, A Strategy for Education Technology in Northern Irelaihdvas estimated that it might be

y
C
w
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necessary to spend £40,000 a year for the next five years, to establish adequate I.T. provision for
all subjects.

1993 GENERAL INSPECTION

Eleven of Her Majesty'Bspectors of School descended in January 1993 and they stayed for two
weeks. The outcome was pleasing, with complimentary comments about the ethos, curriculum,
teaching, results, careers guidance and extracular provision. Th&pectatoreported hat the

Inspectors had foundl A wwe $chool with enthusiastic pupils and a committed staff and one which is
responding well to the changing demands of the education system. . . . Pastoral Care was also

hi ghl iMriPatonsaidio Wher e theéeieiwans eoe have been abl e 1t

THE LINDSAY BROWN SCANDAL
Any criticism of the School in that Inspection Report paled into insignificance just a few years
later, when VicePrincipal L.T.Brown was arrested and charged with indecent assault.

Lindsay Thompson Brown had joined the Staff in January 1968 as an Assistant Geography
teacher. In 1972 he became Housemaster for the junior section of School House. Nicknamed
'Pogle’ (later corrupted toPogo), from his supposed resemblance to a charactereill®#70s
children’s television programmieogle's Wood he soon became involved in extra curricular
activities as House Manager for the School Play and as Mastearge of Swimming. Randall
Clarke appointed him Head of the newly created Geology Deparianenin 1979 Dr.Rodgers,

who is said to havéét hought t he appantdd cimdSenioh Master with pastoral
oversight of the junior school. During these years he widened his involvement in the life of the
School, becoming Viec€hairman of theDebaing Societyand setting up Junid®cripture Union

(an organisation of which he was a founder in Northern Ireland) anglti@ School Club In

1978 he began to take the new boys t@ann t a k at CasHeroel6and for a number of years

he also ledSaipture Union camps at Moffat in Scotland, Form 3 trips to London and Summer
trips to Europe, in the company of other members of Staff.

Mr.Patton apparently also held him in high regard; (indeed at the Inquiry in 1998, one member of
Staff referred to théleadmaster's b1 i nd u n g u efsDr.Brown). AngJurte r1296 hedbwas

given a managerial role &onnor House something which the Governors believedvoul d be a
maj or boost of confidence t o apdahe bacane ActifigeadnoE Pr e p a
Connor Houseduring the months between Mr.Topping leaving in December 1990 and Mr.Ekin

taking up his position in April 1991. Two years later, he was appointedRfineipal in charge

of Pastoral Care, following John Smyth's promotion to Senioce-Frincipal. He drew up the

School's Personal and Social Education programme for Form | and he was also made the
'designated teachefor child abuse issues. (The Inquiry was later to commegtobn . Br own' s a|
pervasive presence in the work of theiJunr S avhile ackrowledging that schools rely on and
appreciate the special contribution of particular individuals).

Just a year earlier, in 1992, the Board of Governors had been informed of an act of vandalism
involving the painting ob v ar i cawnserd thé fsomt of the School and on Dr.Brown's house

and car. Although these made specific allegations about what the 1998 Inquiry called his
6unwhol esome t enden é&jatthe time i wasdut dogwm mergly as @ yastéless

and immatureschoolboy prank, and the Governors decideddreats f ar as Dr . Brown w
it was better that. tSomee sénocpupileorganised a pefition ig suppore of 6
Dr.Brown and many boys signed it. In staffroom theredvas s aghi measur eforof sy mg
him.

29 Much of the information for this section comes from Report of the Independent Inquiry into the school's
handling ofcomplaints made to it about Dr.Lindsay Browiuly 1998
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In 1996, the Governors expressed their desire to enitancbe excel |l ent pastor al
i ncreasi ng ,samras Viedtrincipal inlchadge of Pastoral Care, Dr.Brown addressed

the Board of Governors on Dgs Education less than a month before his arrest. At the same
meeting Dr.Moore, Vicélrincipal in charge of Academic Matters, explained how the planned

Form | Pastoral Audit would involve a questionnaire to parents, the interviewing of Form Il boys

and pyil-shadowing of Form | boys by Staff, in an effort to discover how the boys perceived the
School. In retrospect this seems ironic given that the School's whole pastoral care regime was
about to be thrown into turmoil. It was ironic, too, that the Schadl just engaged a Public

Relations consultant.

On 18 June 1996 at an Emergency Meeting of the Board of Governors, the Chairman informed
members that the police were questioning Dr.Brown about an incident which it was alleged had
occurred at a Summer canover 20 years earlier. He told the Board that it had not been a
School camp and that the complainant had not been a pupil at the School. A letter sent to parents
repeated this information.

In fact the statement was inaccurate but had belera s ¢ dheon nf or matoithe Boarav ai | ab
at the time. When the Board became aware of the full history, Dr.Brown was suspended. On 17
July, he was formally charged under thiéences against the Person Aittitially on five counts of

indecent assault, shto have occurred between 1968 and 1991. In early September, a second
letter to parents corrected the earlier statement and explained that Dr.Brown had been suspended.
At the end of 1997, when the Board decided that it was financially necessary the¢-a V
Principal be made redundant, Dr.Brown, before his conviction, accepted voluntary redundancy.

The considerable publicity given to the allegations encouraged others to come forward and by
the time Dr.Brown's trial opened at Downpatrick on 26 Janu@®@,1he was facing a total of 16
charges, including two of gross indecency, from ten complainants. The prosecution barrister
pointed out that the School was not on trial and it supplied all the files and information requested
by the court. One witness stwibed Dr.Brownas a Jekyl | and Hyde; he is
i nst an,tahdyandthekkvetiess said he hadaer y «c har i s maThroughoptdhes onal i
trial, Dr.Brown protested his innocence, but on 17 February, he was found guilty on ddsehar

9 of indecent assault and 2 of gross indecenioy a majority of 162, and that only after the

judge had indicated that he would accept a majority verdict. Sentewesigoostponed for a

month. While in custody awaiting sentence, Dr.Brown finaliiynitted to a Probation Officer

that he was a child abuser, something which angered even more those who had suffered the
additional trauma of giving evidence in cotftt.Sentencing him to seven years in jail, Judge

Peter Gibson described Dr.Brownags & i |

The day after the trial ended, David W.Gray, elected Chairman only months before the arrest,
told the Editor of th&Spectator

6We are appalled by the nature of the offences
teacher and pupil thahey represented. . . . As a parent of two boys at the School and a former

pupil, I know that the many excellent qualities of Bangor Grammar School will emerge from the

di shonour that has been brought upon us. 0

The Board of Governors issued a pressast, which said that:

60The Board wishes to assure parents that proc
complaints are in line with best practice. Consequently, in consultation with the relevant
government departments, we are commissionimgnaependent review of procedures, to be

30 County Down Spectatpt9 March 1998.
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chaired by a suitably qualified and experienced person. Parents may be assured that any
recommendations will be implement&d.

This failed to satisfy many of the victims and their families and there were calds finquiry

into how Dr.Brownds activities had remained wu
of the HeadmasterSu b sequent | vy, sever al of Dr.Browndos \
compensation against the School and the educatithorities®?

At the Board meeting on 26 March 1998, it was announced that the Headmasiea lsados d 6
premature retirement. HesalSuch has been the pressure of rece
my retiremen® Thitevesmg MnRatiom provided the Governors with a summary of
Dr.Brown's career. It transpired that, on several occasions during Mr.Patton's headmastership,
complaints had been made about Dr.Brown, some of which had been reported to the then
Chairman of the Boardut not to the full Board. That these incidents had occurred and had not

been discussed by the Board was something about which members expressed considerable
disquiet and, since details of the complaints were recorded in the files of the boys cqrimérned

not in Dr.Brown's file, there was no way of monitoring complaints against an individual teacher,
enabling the complaints to be treated as isolated incidents.

On 18 June, Tony Worthington M.P., Minister of State, set up an independent inquiry after
representations from parents and politicians. It was to be chaired by Ivan Wallace, retired Chief
Inspector of the Education and Training Inspectorate. The other members of the inquiry were
Bob Bunting, former Assistant Director of Social Services ofEli€S.S.Band Austin Hewitt,
former Inspector in the Education and Training Inspectorate.

Its terms of reference were:

6to examine how the Principal, seni or st aff ar
responded to any complaints against Dr.lsay Brown made to it since the date of the
Department of Education's Circular 1989/41fi Deal i ng with Chil d Abuse
Educat i oqincl®mg in partidular, complaints made in September1991 with particular
reference to the child protéoh arrangements in place at the School and how these reflected the

advice in Circular 1989/41; to report its findings and make recommendations to the Department,
including any |l essons to be | earnt which may h

The Inquiry heard from Staff and former Staff, Governors, parents and some of the victims.
During the course of the inquiry, it became apparent that the Board of Governors had not been
given the opportunity to discuss D.E.N.l. Circulars on sex educatilicypr on child abuse

issues, and that as far as promotions were concerned the Headmaster ldad dvads i der ab |
p o we MWhile many Staff trusted, respected and admired Lindsay Brown, others referred to
rumours and innuendo they had heard since the 1980s.

A draft of theé f a c t u a | sectioniofttee mep@rtowas read by the Headmaster and a number of
Governors, who expressed themselvgsot al | 'y di smayed atandbheyasked he st
for changes to be made to correct details of facterAjbing through four drafts, the report was

finally published at 10 a.m. on 27 August. The Board of Governors saw the full Report only an
hour before publication.

Launching the Report, Mr.Worthington's successor, John McFall, was critical of the School,
sayingthat maj or errors of judgement were made and wea
Dr . Brown's aberrant behavi andrthatb c o mp laaiyn tsse aweheé n g

31 County Down Spectatpi9 February 1998.
32 County Down Spectatp?6 February and 7 May 1998.
33 County Down SpectatpB0 April 1998.
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s er i o Hewewen surely it could be argued that thep&rément of Education must also take

some of the blame, since the General Inspection which had taken place in January 1993 had
failed to identify these weaknesses; indeed the Report had concludédttiee qual ity of
care is good; it is founded aasound knowledge of the pupils and concern for their welfare and general

d e v e | o pomethimngdrom which the Board had taken o mf or t an.dThe Boardefur anc e
Governors fully accepted and implemented the recommendations made in the Repaort and i
return, the Department of Education gave the School its full support in its effort to move
forward.

At the same time, Mr.McFall announced new measures designed for all schools, including an
annual review of their child protection procedures. He alsth et he had arranged for
counselling to be made available to victims and their families. A week later he visited the
School to offer the new Headmaster, Dr.Argent, and the Staff his pport and agncour a
theyo6 wor k t oget her htherparents to sreateta agwiclionate offopénness, accountability

~

and transparency in the School 6

That December Mr.McFall announced that he was taking steps to reduce Dr.Brown's pension by
cancelling the enhancement he had received through earlymetite In his announcement, he
implied that the enhancement had been awarded by the School but, as the Board of Governors
rightly pointed out, teachers' superannuation was entirely a matter for the Department of
Education and any enhancement was at theration of the Department.

Meanwhile, the Departments of Education and Health and Social Services offered to advise the
School on reviewing its child protection policy and its system for dealing with complaints, and it
was agreed that the Education Ingpeate would carry out Quality Assurance Inspectiomm
November 1999, the report of which would be made pubilic.

Prior to thatQuality Assurance Inspectipa questionnaire was sent to a random sample of parents,
seeking their views on the School; oalygmall number of negative responses were received and
following a threeday visit by four Inspectors, who reviewed induction procedures, interviewed
Staff, parents and pupils, and shadowed a Form 1 boy, the Report commented favousablly en
evident comiitment and support of the Principal and the VRencipals to implementing se#fvaluative

w o r dn éhe pastoral care arrangements in the School.

In August 2000 there was outcry when Dr.Brown was released on three days parole, and so
victims were infomed in advance before he was finally released from Magilligan prison on 17
August 2001, having been placed on the sex offenders’ register for life.

In 2001 a Follomup to the Quality Assurance Inspectiowas carried out byD.E.N.l.; the
conclusionwas thi@dt he School has responded very positivel
assuring the appropriateness and the quality of t

While nothing can excuse either the behaviour of Dr.Brown, or the dadtithe School to
identify and deal with it, in the erBangor Grammar Scho@merged a stronger and more caring
institution, and a raft of new legislation resulting from the conviction of Lindsay Brown now
protects children throughout Northern Irelanohnfrsimilar abuse in the futufé.

OEDUCATI ON I N CRI SI S0
These were the words which headed a-patfe advertisement in ti8pectatorin the Spring of
1997. It had been inserted by 67 primary and-pdstary schools, including@angor Grammar

34 Belfast Telegraph21 June 1996, 24 July 1996, 28, 29, 30, 31 January 1998, 3, 4, 5, 6, 11,1®,163 17, 18
February1998, 18, 19 Mrch 1998, 27 August 1998, and8cember 199&:ollow-up Inspection of Bangor
GrammarSchool(Education and Training Inspectorate, March 2001).
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Schoo) in the North Down area as a response to3heE . E .ptopoBed &gt in educational
spending. The advertisement read:

60ur system of education is under i mmediate th
our pupils- your children. Drasticly reduced funding will mean thatll schools will be
affectedclass sizes will increase and special needs provision will be greatly reduced. Education

A

has never before facedsucham j ust i fi ed cri sis. o

It ended by urging parents to write to thil.P., local councillors, church education committees,

the Department of Education and the Institute of Directors. A thousand parents attended a public
meeting in April, and 42,000 signed a petition, but it took the election of the Labour government
the following month to resolve the situation. Tony Worthington, the new Minister with
responsibility for education announced an extra £4 million for Northern Ireland education and,
on top of its share of that amount, $1€.E.L.Bwas to receive an additidr&r00,000°°

MORE BUILDING PLANS

In 1990, the Headmaster reported to members ofGhed Boy s 6 thasdéstolce aceéonr al
resource area bor der camgrisingheetutdial moom,| lécture theatrel, Sixth

Form Study and Common Room, Case8uite and Library, hagtlt r ansf or med t he st uc
t he Sc(kroPattod did not believe that it was possible to study effectively while listening to

music and, when Chris Harte publicly announced that he always did so, he was summomed to th
Headmasterdéds study ©Ybevdrmla aowiesgi mg rdowng and

With the overdraft still standing at £450,000 at the end of 1990, the Board of Governors
considered realising some assets by selling either 16, 18 and 20 Clifton Road for offices or
apartments, or th&roomsport'pitches at Ballymacormick for housing. However, as pressure on
Science accommodation increased, in part due to the demands of the curriculum, and with the
Inspectorate having said that the old Chemistry laboratories wergatisfactory, the need to

build additional Science laboratories became the priority, one of the possible sites being the area
occupied by those houses. The other possible site was the area betweemthneHouse Hall

and theOrlit block

Other schem® which were contemplated included putting a third storey on the administration
block, putting a roof on th€onnolly Garderand using that area as a VI Form Study, converting

the rooms at the front of the Assembly Hall into a Boardroom, and constructtgtieance Hall
6smaller in size but c¢omparthrbugelLabovatotyle styl e of Q

Despite the shortage of accommodation, the high demand for places led the Department of
Education to increase the entry quota for 1991 by 18, negutiia 6stream entry for that year
only.

By 1995, the School found itseifi the black'again, thanks to careful financial management and

so plans were set in train to carry out alterations to the Administration Block, and to add two
classrooms. Eveunally the ground floor extension became the new Boardroom. This project
cost around £174,000 and work began in July 1995, with the new classroom and Boardroom
coming into use early the following year.

Plans were made for the building of a major new S@dslock on the site of the Clifton Road
houses, but since there was no likelihood of a government grant for several years, it was decided
to go ahead with a £210,000ctassroomextension to th@rlit block, on the site of the huts in

the inner quadrang| which was completed by September 1996. The baseméinis dlock
became a caretalgdistore. To make way for this extension, huts 81 and 82 (formerly 56 and 57)

in the inner quadrangle were demolished in May 1996 and the huts in the outer quadrangle,

35 County Down SpectatpB April, 17 April and 15 May 1997.
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Rooms 71, 72, 73, and 74 (formerly 50, 52, 53 and 55), the last of which had recently been
serving as the Caretakers' workshop, were demolished five months later.

Before and after the building of the 1996 classroom block between the Orlit blotkeg®oinnor House Hall

Since thewilkins Centrewas proving too small to accommodate Art, Design and Technology, it
was decided to add two Technology rooms to the four Science laboratories in the planned Clifton
Road building, thus qualifying for a £500@ grant by improving accommodation for two
academic disciplines. In the meantime, in 1997, 6 and 8 Clifton Road were purchased for
£130,000 and, at the suggestion of the Bursar, during the Summer of 1998 two new L. T. rooms
(more correctly 1.C.T.) were lluat the back of number 8, as a further extension toGitie

block, at a cost of £225,000. It was officially opened by Mr.McFall in January 1999.

The 1998 I.T. rooms

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

The Inspection Report in 1993 had commented favoyrahl the quality and range of the

School's extraurricular provision. While most of the existing clubs and societies continued to
317



thrive, the 1990s saw the creation of a number of new ones, among thext tiab, the
Computer Sociefythe European Soeity, and theClassics Societywhich organised trips to, not
surprisingly, Greece and Rome.

Peter Lagrue once again abandoned Shakespeare, this time in favour of Arthur Millar and
Terence Rattigan, and after his retirement in 1994, Mrs.Payne turnedBi8h@w and even
more modern playwrights as she produced Willy Russelted Brothersand Bill Forsythe's
Gregory's Girl Drama was further strengthened by the introduction of an-Hdase Junior
Drama Competition in 1993, for which the Kennedy fanpifgsented a trophy, and during the
decade a number of boys took part in thster and theNational Youth Theatresncluding Gavin
Best, Ciaran Corsar, Andrew Holland, Nicholas Irvine, Neil Jackson, Andrew McCullough,
Kevin McGlade and Adam Moore. Car Corsar went on to study dramaRatyal Holloway
Universityand Adam Moore at thRoyal Scottish Academwhile Gareth Myles has appeared in a
number of feature films includingescent into Darkneg2001),The Killing Point(2002) andAnger

is an Enemy2003), as well as a science fiction drama for televisiba,Progran{2004)3°

Another longestablished society, took on a new lease of life when joint debateGistiilola
Collegiate were revived, and the Debating Team reached the regional finatse dfotthern

Ireland Schools' Debating Competitian 1997. Boys also entered tiBeitannic AssuranceBest
Speaker Competition and thiazel Bradford Memorial Debate In addition, Andrew Bowers won

the Edgar Graham Memorial Publi€peaking Trophand theUlster Women's Unionist Coundfublic
Speaking Competition in 1995, and at the first attempt a team represented Northern Ireland in the
final of European Youth Parliame@ompetition the following year.

The Music Department played an increasingly impdrtale in the life of the School. Having
moved into its new suite of rooms on the top floor of the Science block in TB8GGryphon
reported 53 separate appearances by various ensentbéess, woodwind, string and recorder

and choirs, and during ehcourse of the decade the Duke of Edinburgh, Prince Edward and the
Duchess of Kent were among those to enjoy performances. As well as frequent television and
radio appearanceShe Gryphon Consofformed in 1989 and consisting of pupils, old boys, staff
parents and friends) sang Bt.George'sBelfast Hillsborough Castle, Christ Church Cathedral
Dublin, King'sandSt.John's Colleges Cambridgst.George's Chapel Wisor, St.Paul's Cathedrand
Westminster AbbeyA Christmas Music at Bangor Grammartgol cassette was produced and carol
singing atBloomfield's supplemented by sponsorship, raised over £4,000 for a Gzcaler
Support Grougn 1998. By the middle of the decade, there was a choir of 90, over 100 boys were
in the orchestra and lesson&re& available in almost every orchestral instrument as well as
piano, classical guitar and recorder. Roger Malcolmson gainedmis.M.on the trombone,
Gavin Best hisA.T.C.L.on the trumpet and Christopher Gray won an Organ Scholarship to
Pembroke Cdtge Cambridge Nor was the contemporary music scene ignored; in 1991.
Spontaneous Dggconsisting ofRobert Sinclair, Conor Catchpole, Colin Corbridge, Richard
Smyth, Steve Jones and Simon Harbinson came first in the national finalsRante®nic Rock
School Competitioin Bradford, winning a gold disc, a digital piano and £3,000. The School also
hosted performances by Carlo Curley on the organ anthbyGentlemen of St.John's [College
Cambridge].

Members of theScientific Societyvon the 1994 Bgi ¢ g t boenpe@tomp érganised by the
Faculty of Engineering aQueen'sand thelnstitute of Structural Engineers They were also
successful in the Energy Project organisedbyperation North The following year a group of
boyswon the Northernreland Regional Final of thRover Dealer Career Challengavhen they

modified a go cart, adding a horn, lights and other accessoriesSotretyalso took part in the

36 www.ukscreen.com/cast/falfa
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'‘Great Egg Raceat the Ulster Museumin 1996, Owen Garrett having started the crazehie

School back in 1990. In a more serious vein, although not under the auspicescaélitic

Society was involvement in thé&ngineering in Educationscheme run by.I.S.T.R.O. (Northern
Ireland Science andTechnology Regional Organisationjo undertake a specified practical
engineering design project under supervision of a qualified enginétrland and Wolff
incorporated the 1995 design, a method whereby tankers in distress would automatically deploy
a cable on a buoy for a salvage vesseidk up, on future large tankers.

The Community Service Groumaintained its contacts wit@lifton Special Care Schoa@nd the
Y.M.C.A'PHAB'group. 199% 5 in Belfast Marathon raised £200 f@orthern Ireland Cot Deaths

In 1997 a nofruniform day rased £1,000 foChildren in Needand a sponsored walk to Helen's
Bay, organised by Mr.Cardwell, raised £4,750, half of which went to charity and half to School
funds.

Very much an extraurricular activity was the Middle VI Formal held in 1991 at giernont

Hotel, with dancing toOtis and the Elevators Over fifty boys and their partners, along with a
dozen members of Staff, attended this, the first of what was to become an annual event. The
following yearLive a Little a band comprised mostly of membef Middle VI, shared the stage

with Otis and the Elevators Organised for nine years by Dougie Rea, the event proved so popular
that by 1998, over 90 boys and two dozen Staff were present.

SPORT¥
The sporting successes enjoyed by the School dureng3B0s are too numerous to detail here,
but they are listed in full in the appendices.

In Badminton, the Senior Team won thiéster Schools' LeaguBivision Il on two occasions,

while the Junior Team had an outstanding run, winningUiseer SchoolsJunior League the

Junior Cuptwice and thdrish Schools' Junior Cup Chris Shields was both Irish Schools' and

Ul ster School s’ Seni or Champion, and he pl aye
Rugby.

C.R.Shields

The Undefl4 and the Undet6 Tennis teams both won their Cup competitions in 1990.

37 A full list of individual and team successes, and of representative hpocauitse found in the Appendices.



WinnersofthéJ| st er Sc h o odnd JuniokTannie Cupl®aDi at e
The Headmaster, M.Lightbody, Mr.R.Mairs The Headmaster, D.Black, A.Hopper, Mr.J.H.Welch
L.McDonnell, B.Styles, S.Flowers S.Walker, B.Cunningham, M.English

Neither the Squash Club nor th& XV were able to repeat the successethef1980s, although

a dozen boys played for the Ul ster School sbo
Cunningham and Robbie Milliken represented Irish Schools. One of those who represented
Ulster Schools, Glen Cully, who had gone on to play forltiseé Under21 XV, tragically lost

part of his foot as a result of a freak accident on a train in the United States; he was only 22 years
old.

Il rish School sé6 XV
K.Dawson and J.L.Cunningham (1998.J.Cunningham (1996[R.J.A.Milliken (1998)
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In the Summer of 1992 a three week Rugby Tour to Zimbabwe took place. Variousai&ing
activities were held, including'Buck Racewhich raised £1,200, a ballot which raised £1,600, a
Fashion Show which raised £1,000, and a Dinner at which John Mtestational referee and

Mark Robson, Old Boy and television sports commentator, were the chief guests. Over 40
sporting celebrities attended, including many Old Boys, among them Dick Milliken, Don
Whittle, Terry McMaster, David McManus, John Elder, Mia e | Re a, Bi |l | OO0 H
W.Gray and Jeff Hearst. The Governors provided a camcorder to record the experigthee and
touring party were presentesiith jackets, shirts and trousers. Five matches were played in
Harare and Bulawayo, the School XV wingithree. Gary Farmer broke his leg in the first
match and had to fly home with the Headmaster. The balance of the £6,000 raised went towards
the purchase of a scrummaging machine.

Two landmarks in the history of the School's rugby club were marked a/heunion was held
in honour of Jim Welch and when the 25th anniversary of the $868ols' Cupvictory was
celebrated at therammariansDinner attended by the winning Captain, Dick Milliken and 13 of
his team mates, coach Matt Gillen, the coach ef1866 Medallion side, Victor Christie and
referee J.Page, who presented the School with the whistle he had used on the day.

In October 1995, Graham Wright was partly paralysed in a rugby maRBthcitock Collegeand
spent some time iMusgrave Park Hasital. The School provided a wheelchair and ramps at his
home and by January he was back to school, albeit on crutches.

The P! Cricket XI won both theUlster Schools' Cugnd theMcCullough Cupoutright on three
occasions, while more junior teams wor flubilee Trophyand theDonard Cup Eleven boys

were selected for the Ul ster School sdo XI, of
Michael McCord, who captained both teams in 1990. In 1993, Jan Cunningham played for Irish
Schools, Ireland Undet9 and Ireland Unde21l. Bryn Cunningham played for Irish Schools for

two seasons, as did Robert Scott and Johnny Harte for Ulster Schools. Michael English played
for Ulster Schools for three seasons. Undoubtedly the highlight of the 1990s for tled'sScho
cricketers was the tour to Australia, in the company of Messrs.Harte, Mcllroy and Smyth, in
December 1995. At a fummhising dinner, Mark Robson, former Captain of tRex1, was the

guest speaker. In Australia they took part in $igdney Youth @iket Festival The boys won a
warmup match againsMount Maunganui Collegefrom New Zealand's Bay of Plenty, where
Mr.Harte had spent a year on a teacher exchange three years earlier, and although the team only
won one of its matches in theestival the boys enjoyed the experience of a lifetime, visiting
many of Australia's landmarks, including the fam8uyaney Cricket Ground

In Hockey, the ¥ XI won the McCullough Cupon t wo occasions and were
Champions in 19890 and in 199-88; other teams won thRannister Bowl the Ferris Cup the

Richardson Cupthe Prior Shieldand theDowdall Cupon at least one occasion. Eleven boys

played for Ulster Schools, several for two seasons; eight also represented Irish Schools,
including ScottSanderson, who captained both the Provincial and the International side in 1991.
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lrish School so H®e key Champions 1989
Headmaster, S.Sanderson, G.Leeburn, J.Poole, G.Adair, G.McGuicken, S.Crutchley, I.McDonnell, Mr.J,Smyth, Mr.R.Mcllroy
J.Drennan, Boyd, A.lrwin, J.McNaught, N.Reilly, P.Skelly, P.Toogood

No wonderthe%tX1 were |l rish School @ Hockey Champi
with four international and one interprovincial player on the team.
Gareth Callendar, Neil Slane
Simon Irvine, Michael HarteScott Parker

Teams began to use the artificial surface pitches of the new municipal facilities at Ballykillaire in
September 1996, although two years earlier the Governors had sent Peter Cairns, the junior
groundsman, on a one yea/.Q course atGreennount, in an effort to improve the conditions at
Ballymacormick. Five years earlier, to mark the silver jubilee of Hockey in the School, one of
the Boxing Day teams in 1991 was comprised of former captains. John Smyth was presented
with a silver plaque bgean Curran and with a cake by the first captain, lan McCullough. When
Mr.Smyth retired in 1997, Roy Mairs took over the coaching of thél1

During these years the School enjoyed numerous successes both in and on the water, with 12
year old Simon Mwlullan being chosen as thzelfast TelegraptBwimmer of the Year for the

third successive year, and Mark Cummings winning a Senior Ireland Swimming cap (only the
second boy to win a Senior cap, the first having been Jeffrey Hearst in Squash). In 1605, wat
skiing on Lough Henney was introduced as an alternative Summer sport.
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Bridge, while not dsport', also enjoyed its most successful period, winningNibiehern Ireland
Schools'Leagueand Cup, and thelrish Schools’ Team Championshipshile the Hartebrothers
became Irish Schools' Pairs Champions.

[ .rvi sh School sbo Bag9éﬂge Team Champi ons
The Headmaster, G.Montgomery, S.Graham, D.Monteith, Mr.C.Harte
T.Bates, A.Wigston, S.Trainor, S.Lyttle, M.Duncan

A number of boys gained representative honaumrmare than one sport, including Chris Stewart

in Athletics, Swimming and the Triathlon, and Michael Harte in Bridge, Cricket and Hockey, but
Bryn Cunningham must surely rank as the School's most outstanding sportsman of the 1990s.
He captained the*1XV, played for the Ulster and Irish Schools' XVs, was Maptain of the

1%t Cricket XI, represented both Ulster and Irish Schools' in that sport, played for the Ulster
Under18 Tennis Team, and represented Ulster at Uth@devel in Squash. Bryn was awead

a scholarship by thdlister Sports' Trusand a Sports Scholarship Byinity College Dublin He

went on to play for the highly successful Ulster rugby team inHéieekenand Celtic Cup
competitions, as well as for the Ireland Urd8rand Undefl XVs. In 2001 he returned to

help coach the Schoot'XV, and was Guest of Honour at Sports Day the following year.

In 1994 theCICA Superschools National Fitness with Furogramme was launched at the School,
with a week of physical activities includinfae Kwondo and Karate. Recognition of the
excellence of the sporting provision came in 1997 when the School was one of only 5 to be
awarded 'gold' in the governmentSportsmark Awardscheme, in which 140 schools had
participated.

C.C.F.

The Combined Caet Force Contingent continued to grow. In théister Cadet Championships
teams won théarching Shield the Shooting Trophyand thePresident's Cupwhile David Nelson

and Barry Armstrong becan®eN.C.C.FRegattaNational Champions. The following ye&arry
Armstrong and Mark Greenaway won tkéifden Trophyat the Regatta, finishing second to
Sherborne Schoadnd knockingCharterhousento third place. Paul Farmer and Ryan McAnlis
were awarded two of the eleven Royal Navy Flying Scholarships awatlaiolughout the British

Isles, while that year Warren Frame achieved top grading in the U.K.Land Forces leadership
course.

In January 1995, girls fronGlenlola Collegiatejoined the C.C.F. for the first time. Miss
J.Fitzsimons and Miss L.Crawford becawféicers in the Contingent and 15 girls attended the
annual camp. By 1996, there were 10 commissioned officers and that yearisecominand
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Alan Mackie was promoted to the rank of -Clommander. Two years later he became
Contingent Commander when-Col.Greenaway, who had held that position for almost 20
years, retired. RSM Warren Frame presented him with some crystal and a tankard, and the
officers6 d i n e d ahd presemted im with a hanthde blackthorn stick.

Barry Armstrong and Mark Greaway

with theClifden Trophy which they won in 1991
THE BAZAARS
Following the success of the 1986 Bazaar, Alan Mackie again chaired the organising committee
for the 1990 and 1994 Bazaars, giving way to Bob Mcllroy in 1997. In 1990 virtually every
Schoolclub and Society ran a side show and a successtué at t lrcemp&iticn wasehéld
for the whole School. Almost every conceivable stall was in evidence, along with pony rides,
steam train rides, street theatre and ardajyl barbecue. A freBushnils bus was provided,
picking up customers a several points in the town. Between them the Bazaars raised almost
£25,000, enabling the School to refurbish the lecture theatre, to provide a new sound system for
the Clarke Hall, to acquire two rowing machiagand to add to the School's I.C.T. equipment,
among other things.

CONTACT WITH OTHER SCHOOLS

The Lower Sixth exchange wisslackrock Collegen Dublin continued, under the auspice<of
operationNorth; each Autumn boys went south for 3 days and egeing a return visit took
place. Links were also established, under Education for Mutual Understanding, with
St.Macartan's Schoah Monaghan. Caperation withGlenlola Collegiatealso continued, not only

in extracurricular activities such as dramadatie C.C.F,; joint careers conventions were held
and an 'A’ Level student went there for Spanish lessons in 1994.

In 1990 Dr.Cotter organised a visit by 16 pupils from Bumdesgymnasium n Bangor 0s
town, Bregenz, for a week. Two years later addy return visit was made. In 1995, the
Headmaster travelled to Magdeburg with a view to establishing links with schools there.

Nearer home, in 199BangorGirls' High School'ddesire to accept Sixth Form Boys, and Soath
East Education and LibrarBoard'sbrief flirtation with the idea of a new eeducational school in
the town, were sources of concern. BhE.E.L.Bitself was under threat until the Department of
Education shelved its proposal to integrate it with the Belfast Board.

CONNOR HOUSE
At the end of the 1980€onnor Houseenrolment had dropped to 162 and it was feared that, if the
decline continued, the preparatory department would have to close. Mr.Topping resigned in
December 1990 and Mr.John L.Ekin, ViPeincipal ofBloomfield Rod Primary Schogltook up

324



his post at Easter 1991. Educatedsatth HousePreparatory School in Bangor addleraine
Academical Institutionhe completed his B.A. in English, Social Studies and FrenQlua¢ ean® s
his P.G.C.E. astranmillis He had &rted his teaching career Newtownbreda P.Sand had also
taught inGrange Park P.Sand Harding Memorial P.S An organist and choirmaster, he was a
member of the Working Party which had drawn upGéelines for Music in the Primary School
Curriculum.

A
John L.Ekin, B.A., P.G.C.E. in 1991

Mr.EKkin introduced aNewsletter'to be published every half term, a classroom assistant was
appointed,'structured play'was introduced at the lower end of the School, and Mrs.Sandra
Williams was promoted to [peity Head in 1992. Two lorgerving members of Staff retired
during the 1990s: Mrs.Pat McWilliam in 1994 after 21 years and Mrs.Elma McCausland in 1996
after 22 years.

The Staff ofConnor Housgcirca 1993
Back Row: Mrs.J.Chambers (Support Teachdry.J.Craythorne, Mrs.M.Baker,
Mrs.J.English (P.E.), Mrs.M.Doran (Classroom Assistant), Mrs.G.Baxter (Secretary)
Front Row: Mrs.S.Williams, Mrs.E.McCausland, Mr.J.Ekin, Mrs.P.McWilliam, Miss C.Patterson

To give the department some wd#served publicityin 1991 aConnor Housesection was
reintroduced inThe Gryphon andConnor House Noteappeared regularly in th&pectator That
year, an advertisement was placed in3pectator
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