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CHAPTER NINE  

Maurice A.C.Wilkins, M.A., 1923-19471 

MR.WILKINSô APPOINTMENT 

When Mr.McFeeters tendered his resignation in April 1923, the Governors took steps to find a 

replacement.  Advertisements were placed in the Irish Times, as well as in the Northern Whig and 

the Belfast Newsletter.  Applications were to be submitted by 1 August.  In July, Mr.McFeeters 

was asked to stay on until his successor could take up his post, and in August it was agreed that 

his resignation should not take effect until 1 January 1924.  At the end of September, he was 

granted leave of absence until that date, since his successor, Mr.Wilkins, was able to commence 

work on 1 October 1923.  (In 1977, when the Old Boysô Association decided to present the School 

with a board listing all the Headmasters, it was recorded in the Minutes of the Association that, 

although Mr.Wilkins joined the Staff in 1923, he ódeferred taking his appointed place until January, 

to allow his predecessor to gain an increased pensionô).  
 

Considering the place which Mr.Wilkins, the Schoolôs longest serving Headmaster, occupies in 

the collective memory of the School, it may come as a surprise to learn that he was not the 

unanimous choice of the Governors.  Three candidates were put on a óselect listô: Dr.Knox, 

Mr.John Pyper and Mr.Maurice Wilkins.  Both Mr.Pyper and Mr.Wilkins were proposed and 

seconded and the voting was four for Mr.Pyper and five for Mr.Wilkins.  (Mr.Pyper, who had 

taught at the School briefly in the 1890s, was Principal of Bangor Technical School from 1905 to 

1937 and he was a member of the Board of Governors of Bangor Grammar School for some six 

years.  Like Mr.Wilkins, he was a distinguished classical scholar.  His three sons attended the 

School and all qualified as doctors.) 
 

     
Maurice Wilkins, M.A. (1923-47) in 19242 

                                                 
1 Unless otherwise indicated, the information contained in this chapter has been taken from the Minutes of the Board  

  of Governors, the Minutes of Meetings of Subscribers (from 1940), or the County Down Spectator reports on Prize  

  Days, Sports Days and Old Boysô Association Dinners.  For those who may be interested in consulting the  

  Spectator, the relevant dates are: Prize Day ï 14 March 1925, 8 May 1926, 14 May 1927, 5 March 1928, 11 May  

  1929, 22 March 1930, 14 March 1931, 5 March 1932, 18 March 1933, 3 March 1934, 23 March 1935, 21 March  

  1936, 20 March 1937, 19 March 1938, 18 March 1939, 17 February 1940, 12 April 1941, 4 April 1942, 17 April  

  1943, 15 April 1944, 31 March 1945, 13 April 1946 and 12 April 1947; Sports Day - 5 July 1924, 4 July 1925, 3  

  July 1926, 2 July 1927, 4 July 1928, 36 July 1929, 5 July 1930, 4 July 1931, 2 July 1932, 1 July 1933, 30 June  

  1934, 6 July 1935, 4 July 1936, 3 July 1937, 2 July 1938, 1 July 1939, 29 June 1940, 28 June 1941, 27 June 1942,  

  3 July 1943, 8 July 1944, 14 July 1945, 29 June 1946 and 28 June 1947; Old Boysô Association - 8 March 1930, 28  

  March 1931, 30 January 1932, 3 December 1932, 4 December 1933, 15 December 1934, 23 November 1935, 12  

  December 1936, 4 December, 1937, 10 December 1938, 3 February 1940, 8 March 1941, 13 December 1941, 12  

  December 1942, 11 December 1943, 9 December 1944, 3 March 1945, 15 and 22 December 1945, 14 December  

  1946 and 27 December 1947.  
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Maurice Arthur Charles Wilkins was born in 1885, the elder son of William Wilkins M.A., who 

had been Headmaster of Dublin High School for nearly thirty years, where he had taught 

W.B.Yeats.3  Maurice was one of that schoolôs most brilliant pupils.  He enjoyed a distinguished 

academic career at Trinity College Dublin, where he was First Classical Scholar in 1906, winning 

Gold Medals for Classics and for Modern Literature (English and German), and graduating with 

a Double First in Classics and Modern Literature.  He spent over seven years teaching English 

and Classics at the Royal School Dungannon, the Royal Grammar School Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 

St.Stephenôs Green School Dublin and St.Columbaôs College Rathfarnham.   In 1913, he interrupted 

his teaching work to read for a Fellowship of Dublin University and he was Fellowship Prizeman 

in the last two years in which that examination was held.  At the time of his appointment to 

Bangor Grammar School, he had been on the staff of Queenôs University Belfast for over three 

years, as assistant to the Professor of Latin, Dr.R.M.Henry; he had also been Chief Examiner for 

Latin in the Intermediate Examinations and was one of the examiners for the Civil Service 

Commission.  Coming from an academic family ï (his uncle, Rev.George Wilkins, B.D., was an 

eminent classical scholar, Professor of Hebrew and a Fellow of Trinity College Dublin, and his 

younger brother, Dr.Edgar H.Wilkins, M.B., was Chief Medical Inspector of Schools in New 

Zealand) ï Maurice Wilkins was óin every way qualified to fill the position of Headmaster of the 

School for, apart from his brilliant list of academic distinctions, . . . [he] possesses the further quality of a 

genial and winning mannerô, reported the County Down Spectator.4  On his appointment, óone of the 

Bangor ñbig-wigsò assured him that he had ñgot a plumòô.5 
 

Speaking at the Old Boysô Association Dinner in 1931, Mr.Wilkins said that he felt it was óa kind of 

sacred trust that he must succeed in Bangor and work up the Schoolô, for both his own father and 

Mr.McFeeters, who had been at College together, óhad been headmasters of important Irish schools 

and had given their lives in the service of secondary education in Irelandô. 
  
Mr. and Mrs.Wilkins and their four children, Patricia, Roderick, Paul and Helen took up 

residence in Crosby House, which was to be the family home for the next 24 years.  Roderick 

remembers óthe Headmasterôs private garden, with rose beds and sycamore trees, separated from the 

front entrance to the School by a screen of veronica bushesô.6 
 

Roddy Wilkinsô younger brother, Paul, who was born in 1920, in a fifteen page typed óMemoirô, 

recalled Crosby House in considerable detail: 
 

óThe house was freezing cold in winter . . . sited on the north end of the School building, with all 

the principal rooms facing east.  The ódrawing-room was on the N.E. corner and seemed to 

attract every draught that God sent. 
 

óBehind the drawing room was the kitchen, by far the most comfortable room in the house.  It had 

. . . an enormous iron range set against the north wall . . . [which] was always lit, winter and 

summer, because it was the only source of hot water. 
 

óThe front door was on the east side . . . leading into the hall.  On the right was the drawing-room 

door, beyond that the kitchen door, and directly in front was the stair with an alcove for cloaks to 

the right of it, beyond the kitchen door.  To the left was the dining room and behind that the 

ñPassageò.  This Passage was long and dark with borrowed light only, and connected at its 

southern end with the ñCommon Roomò.  On the way however one encountered first, on the 

right, a service window to the scullery, then on the same side a door into the ñstore-roomò and 

finally on the left the door of the study. 

                                                                                                                                                             
2 Unless otherwise indicated, all photographs come from the School Archives. 
3 As noted on the back of a photograph of Mr.Wilkins provided by his elder daughter, Pat. 
4 County Down Spectator, 1 September 1923. 
5 Paul Wilkins, A Memoir, December 1989. 
6 Roddy Wilkins, in conversation with the author, April 2002. 
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óThe dining room boasted a . . . full-width bay window, with a padded window seat. . . .  Since 

this room was not much used for anything except meals, it was seldom heated except in the 

coldest weather. . . .  In the study, which was a small room next to the dining room and also 

facing east, my father had a big roll-top desk. 
 

óOpening on the left out of the kitchen was a dark low-ceilinged kind of lobby . . . where the gas 

stove lived, with a cupboard under the stair containing the Leclanche cells that powered the bell 

system.  There was a bell-push in each bedroom and living room (except of course the maidôs 

bedroom), and on the kitchen wall hung a glass-fronted box in which hung ten swinging labels . . 

. to indicate which room it was that had called.  Beside the gas stove was the door out to the 

kitchen yard, and beyond this the lobby opened out into the scullery. 
 

óIn the scullery stood a large earthenware Belfast sink . . . [and a] large sash window that served 

as a service hatch opening onto and giving light to the aforementioned Passage.  Opening off the 

scullery to the south was the pantry, a small room with a west-facing window that was outside the 

yard.  The whole kitchen suite . . . was paved in red quarry tiles. . . .  The yard . . . was enclosed 

by the outhouses . . . .  A door in the south opened onto an area of macadam that . . . terminated 

at the back door and lavatory block of the School.  The yard door was the tradesmanôs entrance 

of the house, and here the milkman used to call. . . .  When the measuring was done, into our jugs, 

he would always add an extra cupful called the ñtillyò. It was not until years later I realised that 

this was the Irish word ñtuilleadhò, meaning ñextraò. 
 

óGoing down the Passage now, past the scullery hatch, next came the ñstore-roomò on the sunny 

side of the house. . . .  Behind the door of the store-room was the TELEPHONE, mounted high on 

the wall. . . .  Telephoning was made as uncomfortable as it possibly could; the room was 

unheated; you had to be an adult to reach the thing; you had to stand up; and finally there was no 

shelf on which any notebook or pencil could rest. 
 

óOn the back of the store-room door there was a hook and on this hook my father hung his gown, 

whence he would snatch it off in his whirlwind passage from house to School.  Something had 

gone wrong with the paint that was put on the back of this door . . . [and] every time my father 

took his gown off the door there was a tearing sound as the gown peeled off the tacky paint, and 

the door itself was covered with the permanent black fluff picked up from the gown. 
 

óAt the end of the passage was the Common Room, which was never quite sure whether it 

belonged to the house or to the School.  I rather think that this and the room above it (later 

named K-room) were not built at the same time as the main school building, but were built at the 

same time as the house. . . .  The only access from the Common Room to the School was by an 

outside back door, while K-room upstairs could only be reached from the school by going 

through another classroom.  There was an evident intention to provide for boarders; the Common 

Room would be where the boarders would be fed and spend their spare time, while the upstairs 

room would be the dormitory. . . .  The Common Room . . . was lined with my fatherôs glass-

fronted bookcases, crammed with Latin, Greek, German and English textbooks. . . .  The Common 

Room was used primarily for School Dinner, which my mother and the maid provided every 

school day of term for up to 20 people. . . . 
 

óWe had no electricity and relied on gas, using gas mantles, for lighting. . . . Heating was by open 

coal fires . . . and lighting a fire was an art on which my father prided himself. . . . 
 

óAt the top of the first flight of stairs was a half-landing . . . [from which] a short flight led to the 

upstairs corridor.  On the left were two bedrooms, one front and one back at the north end of the 

house; the latter belonged to my big sister Pat. . . .  Straight in front was a tiny room over the hall 

and next to it the parentsô bedroom. . . .  Next to this, beyond a door in the corridor, was a small 

bedroom which in early days belonged to a pipe-smoking teacher who lodged with us. . . .  

Opposite the master bedroom was the bathroom and W.C. combined . . . and next to it the hot 

cupboard.  Then through the door of the corridor, on the west side, was a large wash-room with 

four hand-basins, which led into a W.C. on one side and a bathroom on the other.  Clearly this 
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was intended for the boarders and the door in the corridor seemed to mark the boundary between 

the house proper and the boardersô quarters. . . .  From this end of the corridor . . . a flight of 

stairs led up to the dormitory. . . . 
 

óIn fact there were boarders in the early days, who were looked after by my mother. . . .  At one 

time we had two girls, Barbara and Sylvia Lord, who were distant cousins and about the same 

age as my sister Pat. . . .  In my teens, and long after the boarders had gone, I got interested in 

photography.  I fitted up the boardersô bathroom as a darkroom. . . .  
 

óOn a hot Sunday we would take the tea tray with its gleaming silver teapot, hot-water jug and 

cream jug and the best tea set out to the south wall of the school with chairs and rugs, to have a 

picnic at home, complete with buttered slices of barmbrack. . . . 
 

 

 
Two photographs preserved by the late Pat Moody, née Wilkins, showing Mr. and Mrs.Wilkins, with Roddy,  

Pat and Paul, at the front entrance of the School, and in the Back Field, not long after their arrival in Bangor.  

(It can be seen that many of the houses on the south side of Shandon Drive had not yet been built). 
 

óThe stair of the house went on up to the attic. . . .  There was quite a big lobby at the top with a 

skylight over the stairwell.  To the north of this was the maidôs room; . . . there was a tiny window 

in the north wall. . . .  On the other side was the attic proper. . . .  It also had a sky-light at the 

west end.  This was an ideal place for deploying train-sets. . . .  A small window in the gable 

provided a giddy view over the front garden and College Avenue, and was fitted with a wooden 

bar and wire netting to discourage us from climbing out. 
 

óOpening off the attic was another small room almost entirely occupied by the water tank . . . and 

in the low eaves wall there were doors into the roof space. . . .  [At the south end of the School] it 

was possible to climb by a ladder from the clock-room . . . out onto the roof of the tower, which 

provided a magnificent view all round.  Above the roof was a sort of copper dome on stilts. . . .  In 

sunny weather out of term-time my father would retire to this roof for a bit of peace and some 

quiet sun-bathing.ô 
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MR.WILKINSô BANGOR  

From that elevated vantage point, Mr.Wilkins could have watched as Bangor continued to grow; 

Baylands, with its imaginatively named avenues, was developed in the 1920s and Ballymagee 

Street was renamed High Street in 1926.  By 1931, the óBoroughô of Bangor, as it had become in 

1928, boasted a new Central Public Elementary School, and the town enjoyed the advantages of an 

electricity supply, which had been switched on in 1930 by Lord Craigavon, the Prime Minister of 

Northern Ireland.  The following year, the population topped the 14,000 mark.  The 1930s saw 

further expansion eastwards as Ashley Park and Beverly Hills sprang up, while in 1933 the old 

Ward School building (now the Northern Bank) became the Town Hall and the Old Schoolhouse, 

which for over thirty years had served that purpose, was soon replaced by the new Bank of 

Ireland.  
 

In 1925, a correspondent to the Spectator had made the complaint:   
 

óno visitors will come down [to Bangor] if there are no amusements to be had.  I hope the 

ratepayers will join me in striving to make Bangor Council do something in this matterô.   
 

As if in response, that year saw the opening of Caproniôs Palais de Danse and the Miramar Café.  

The Adelphi Kinema soon followed and in 1931 Pickie Pool opened.  In 1936 Bangor became the 

envy of the Province with its magnificent óart decoô Tonic Cinema ï Ulsterôs largest.  Once the 

visitors did begin to arrive in their motor cars, they could take advantage of R.J.Hookeôs 

ókerbside petrol pumpô, the first in Northern Ireland, stay in the new Regent Palace Hotel, Hotel 

Pickie or the rebuilt Royal Hotel, and play 18 holes on the expanded golf course with its grand 

new club house.7 
 

THE INTER -WAR YEARS 

During Mr.Wilkinsô early years in Bangor, it seemed as if the Great War had indeed been óthe 

war to end warsô and that, either because of, or despite the new League of Nations, world peace 

would prevail, despite the hyper-inflation suffered by Germany as a result of a perhaps too harsh 

Peace of Versailles.  The United Kingdom experienced its first Labour Government and a General 

Strike, while women were granted the vote on the same terms as men, and Margaret Bondfield 

became Britainôs first woman Cabinet Minister. 
 

The 1920s also saw John Logie Bairdôs demonstration of television and the setting up of the 

B.B.C., Charles Lindbergh and Amelia Earhart make their solo trans-Atlantic flights, and 

Alexander Flemingôs discovery of penicillin.  The ósilver screenô was enjoying a heyday, by 

óstarsô such as Clark Gable, Errol Flynn, Vivien Leigh and the incomparable Garbo, while Snow 

White and the Seven Dwarfs, the first full-length cartoon was produced by Walt Disney and The 

Jazz Singer, the first full-length ótalkieô film appeared.  As the decade closed, the American 

economy was rocked by the Wall Street Crash, which was to have worldwide repercussions, both 

economic and political in the years that were to follow. 
 

What F.Scott Fitzgerald called The Jazz Age was typified by the music of the likes of Jelly Roll 

Morton, Louis Armstrong, Benny Goodman, and George Gershwin, and the work of Walton, 

Benjamin Britten, Shostakovich, and Ravel was being enjoyed for the first time.  The book shops 

were carrying the latest offerings from Noel Coward, A.A.Milne, Ernest Hemingway, Thornton 

Wilder, Aldous Huxley, Evelyn Waugh, J.B.Priestley, Graham Greene, Dylan Thomas, 

W.H.Auden and European authors such as Kafka and Sartre, while John Steinbeck was 

                                                 
7 K.Haines, North Down Memories: photographs 1860s-1960s (2000); Jack McCoy, An Index to óThe County Down  

  Spectator 1904-1964ô (1983); Marcus Patton, Bangor: An Historical Gazetteer (1999); I.Wilson, Bangor: Historic  

  Photographs of the County Down Town 1870-1914 (1992); I.Wilson (ed.), North Down: A Century of Photographs  

  (1999); I.Wilson and A.Jaggers,  Bangor Bay and Harbour: a pictorial history (2002). 
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highlighting the plight of the mid-western farmers during the Depression in his novel The Grapes 

of Wrath.  In Art, the names of Salvadore Dali and Henry Moore were coming to prominence. 
 

In Britain, the Jarrow March took place and further afield, Adolf Hitler the new German 

Chancellor, and F.D.Roosevelt with his New Deal, were putting J.M.Keynes economic theories 

into practice.  Nearer home, Éamon de Valéra came to power in the Irish Free State, which broke 

many of its ties with the United Kingdom and adopted the name Éire, while the British 

establishment was rocked by the abdication of Edward VIII.   
 

Other features of life in the 1930s included Sir Frank Whittleôs jet engine, Sikorskiôs helicopter, 

the development of polythene by I.C.I., the discovery of nylon and, crucially, the development of 

radar.  In the world of leisure, Donald Bradman became Australian cricket captain, Joe Louis 

won the World Heavyweight Boxing Championship, Billy Butlin opened his first holiday camp 

at Skegness, and Sir Malcolm Campbell set a series of land speed records in Bluebird, ironically 

at a time when the 30 m.p.h. speed limit and the first pedestrian crossings with their óBelishaô 

beacons were being introduced.   
 

Meanwhile, the storm clouds were gathering with the Japanese invasion of Manchuria, the Italian 

invasion of Abyssinia, Germanyôs Anschluss with Austria, and the appeasement of the dictators, 

which was finally abandoned following Hitlerôs invasion of Czechoslovakia and Poland.  In 

Spain, the bombing of Guernica during the brutal Civil War inspired works by Federico García 

Lorca and Pablo Picasso. 
 

Maurice Wilkinsô last years at the School were overshadowed by the Second World War, which 

was to change the world forever.  By the time of his retirement, atomic bombs had helped to 

bring the War to an end, but the óIron Curtainô was being erected, the óCold Warô was about to 

begin and the United Nations had been established.  However, all that was in the future when, in 

October 1923, the 38-year-old Maurice Wilkins took up his post as Headmaster. 
 

THE 1924 PROSPECTUS 

Mr.Wilkins immediately put his own stamp on the School.  Class singing was introduced, along 

with Nature Study for the junior forms, Physics joined Chemistry on the curriculum, and a 

Resident Master was appointed.  An undated óProspectus of Endowed Grammar School, Bangorô is 

held (in negative) by the Public Record Office for Northern Ireland.8  From certain deletions and 

handwritten additions, it is possible to date it fairly precisely to the Autumn of 1924, and so it 

paints a comprehensive picture of the School near the beginning of Mr.Wilkinsô Headmastership.  

There is a photograph of the College Avenue building on the front cover and the document also 

features photographs of óBangor Bayô, (taken from the bottom of Victoria Road and showing 

Edwardians on the promenade), and of óBangor Swimming Bathsô, (taken from Pickie Terrace, 

showing yachts in the Bay and the town in the distance).  It reads: 
 

óSchool Income: 

As the income of this School, apart from Fees, depends on the Grants made by the Intermediate 

and Technical Boards Ministry of Education for Northern Ireland, and as the amount of these 

Grants is determined by the number of hours of attendance made by each pupil during the year, it 

is expected that no boy, who is loyal to the school, will absent himself from any class, except for 

the strongest reasons. 
 

óSchool Curriculum: 

Writing, Reading, Spelling, History, Geography, English Grammar, Drawing, English Literature, 

[Nature Study, Choral Singing] (added), Latin, Greek, French, German, Science and Mathematics. 
 

                                                 
8 P.R.O.N.I., T1812/8 
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óScience and Drawing and a Modern Language shall be regarded as compulsory subjects for all 

boys over the age of 12 years, who are sufficiently advanced to profit by such instruction; 

departures from this rule will be allowed only for very adequate reasons. 
 

óCertificate of Character: 

No boy is received into the School, who is unable to secure a satisfactory certificate of character 

from the Head Master of his last school. 
 

óPreparation of Lessons: 

A class is held in the School every evening except Saturday for the preparation of lessons.  Strict 

supervision is exercised by the presiding master and assistance is given if necessary.  A charge of 

5s.-0d per term is made for the advantages afforded by this class.  The Headmaster advises 

parents who are in a position to superintend the study of their boys to keep them under their 

personal oversight at home. 

   óTimetable for Evening Study 

 Lower Preparatory Class   6.30-8.00 p.m. 

 Preparatory Class    6.30-8.30 p.m. 

 Junior, Middle and Senior Grade Classes 6.30-9.00 p.m. 
 

óExtras:      s  d 

Terminal Subscription to Games               1-0 per term 

Terminal Incidental Fee    1-0  2-0 per term 

Terminal Contribution to Laboratory Expenses 1-0  2-0 per term 

Annual Fee for Drawing Materials  2-6 per term 

Laundry               12-6 per term 

Pew Rent                 2-0 per term 

Physical Drill                 5-0 per term 
[Choral Singing     3-0 per term] (added) 
[Library          6 per term] (added) 

N.B. (1) A reduction of 10% is made in the school fees in the case of two or more brothers. 

(2) Six weeks notice or an equivalent payment must be given prior to the withdrawal of a  

     pupil from the School 

 (3) All fees are payable in advance at the beginning of each term. 

 (4) All boys are required to wear the school cap. 

 (5) No reduction of terminal fees can be made for temporary absences from school. 

 (6) All boys over twelve years of age without exception are expected to obey the Rule of  

      the Intermediate Education Board Ministry of Education for Northern Ireland, which  

      requires a Certified Extract from a Public Register of Births to be lodged with the   

      Headmaster on their entrance or as soon as possible thereafter. 
 

óSchool Terms: 

The complete school year consists of 4 terms, which begin on: 1st September, 16th November, 1st  

February and 16th April. 
 

óSchool Hours: 

extend from 9 a.m. till 3.30 p.m. for the more advanced classes, with an interval of 65 minutes 

from 12.25 30 for dinner or luncheon.  The first section of the Lower Preparatory Classes School 

is dismissed at 3 p.m.  and the second section at 2.30 15. 
 

óFees for Resident Pupils: 

 Boarder from £12-10-0 £16-16-0 per term (including tuition in all essential subjects on the  

 school  programme).   

óWeekly Boarders from £9-10-0 £12-12-0 per term. 

Day Boarders ï Dinners are provided for £2-12-6 £3-10-0 per term (5 days a week). 

No arrangement for dinner can possibly be made for any period shorter than a term.  The 

Headmaster would be exceedingly glad if all parents without exception should make provision for 
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their boys having dinner at home.  The recess is sufficiently long to permit of that arrangement 

except indeed in the case of those who come long distances by rail. 
 

óFees for Day Pupils: 

Under 12 years of age ï from £2-5-0 to £2-10-0 per term.  (This includes Writing, Spelling, 

History, Geography, English Grammar, Drawing, Arithmetic, Algebra, [Nature Study, Choral 

Singing] (added), and Elementary French. 

óOver 12 years of age (unless for boys in the Lower Preparatory Grade, whose fee will be £2-10-

0), £3-10-0 per term. 

óBangor Endowed School 

  (known also as Bangor Grammar School) 

        was founded in 1856.  The present 
 

                                                                 School Buildings 

were erected in 1906 on an elevated and healthy site quite close to the shore of Ballyholme Bay, 

Bangor.  They include a large Assembly Room, finely equipped Physics and Chemical 

Laboratories (designed for 20 students), and six spacious classrooms, with perfect ventilation. 
             

óThe Residence, Crosby House 

in connection with the School affords accommodation for boarders, but only a very limited 

number can be received.  

                                                      óThe Preparatory School 

Provision is made in this department for boys from nine eight years of age, or even a little earlier, 

provided they can read and write fairly well and understand the simple rules of arithmetic.  There 

is a special class in certain elementary subjects for those in this section who, for sufficient 

reasons, have failed to reach a standard of knowledge commensurate with their years. 
 

 

óIn the Upper School 

Pupils are prepared for the Intermediate Examinations, for Matriculation in the Universities, for 

Banks, [Civil Service] (added), and Commercial life; a sound knowledge of English, Arithmetic, 

and Modern Languages is given and provision can be made for instruction in bookkeeping and 

short-hand if desired. 
 

óGovernors: 

Maude, Lady Clanmorris   Rev.R.J.Morrell 

Miss Connor [J.P.]     Rev.R.C.H.G.Elliott, M.A., C.F. 

Lt.-Col.Viscount Bangor, D.L.   [Rev.R.A.Deane, M.A.] (added) 

Rev. [Canon] J.A.Carey, M.A.   W.Irwin Mahaffy Esq. Solr. 

Rev.W.J.Currie, B.A.    Matthew Crosbie Esq. 

Robert Logan Esq., Hon Treasurer  [James Milliken Esq.] (added) 
 and Secretary     [T.W.McMullan Esq., M.P.] (added) 
 

óHeadmaster:  

Maurice Wilkins, M.A. Double First Honours (Classics and Modern Languages); 

Fellowship Prizeman T.C.D.; late Lecturer in Latin in Q.U.B.; late  

Intermediate and Civil Service Examiner. 

Assistant Staff: 

Thomas McBride Esq. R.U.I.: Science, Mathematics and Book-keeping 

Miss S.F.J.Lewis, B.A. (Honours in French and German) Q.U.B.: Modern Languages  

      and English. 

Miss M.E.Dick, M.A., T.C.D.: Geography, History, Latin, French 

G.H.Mansfield Esq. Q.U.B.: Mathematics, English, Shorthand and Games 

Miss I.R.Small, A.T.C., I.S.T.D. (Cert.): Drawing and Nature Study 

E.H.Emery Esq., F.R.C.O.: Class Singing 
[Resident Master: W.A.Bell Esq., M.A. (Honours in Classics): English, Latin, History, Mathematics, 

Games]ô (added). 
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This fascinating document provides a wealth of information, not only about practical matters 

such as curriculum, fees, Governors and Staff, but also something of the ethos of the School with 

the references to óloyaltyô and óa certificate of characterô and the requirement that óthe school capô be 

worn. 
 

THE IMPACT OF THE 1923 EDUCATION ACT  

The start and the end of Mr.Wilkinsô twenty-three years as Headmaster were both marked by the 

coming into force of Education Acts, which brought sweeping changes to education in Northern 

Ireland.  Many of the handwritten amendments to the 1924 Prospectus were necessitated by the 

political changes, which were taking place in Ireland during the early 1920s. 
 

The Northern Ireland Ministry of Education had been established in June 1921, following the 

ópartitionô of the island.  In September, the Lynn Commission had been set up to investigate the 

state of education in Northern Ireland.  The Lynn Commissionôs report led to the passing of the 

1923 Education Act, by which the County Councils were made the Local Education Authorities, 

with important powers and duties.  However the Act did recognize: 
 

óthe vivifying influence that springs from healthy local interest, for a community, which knows 

what it can do or ought to do for the education of the young, will not grudge the extra expense 

necessary to raise the schools to the level of efficiency, which they ought to occupy.ô (Paragraph 

130) 
 

In accordance with the Lynn Commissionôs recommendations, government aid was to be 

distributed in proportion to the control that schools accepted from local authorities.  Existing 

voluntary schools, such as Bangor Grammar School, which wanted to retain their independence, 

would have teachersô salaries paid by the State. 
 

The Minister of Education, the Marquis of Londonderry, was the guest of honour at Mr.Wilkinsô 

first Prize Distribution in March 1925 and he spoke about the opportunities afforded by the new 

Education Act, which was to come into full operation several months later.  He also brought with 

him a prize to be presented to the boy who was considered óthe best in all things, work, conduct and 

gamesô; it was awarded to James Martin Imrie. 
 

On that occasion, Mr.Wilkins spoke of having assumed his new role at óa most difficult moment for 

all the schools in Ulster ï the moment of transition from the old conditions of existence to the totally new 

set of circumstances created by the new Education Act [which] prescribed far-reaching changes in the 

management of schools, in school finance and the payment of staffs, and in curriculaô.  He declared that 

he thought teachers óscandalously underpaidô in the past and expressed his satisfaction that there 

was now, following the governmentôs acceptance of Lord Burnhamôs recommendations in 1925, 
óthe prospect of something better than hopeless poverty, as the ultimate reward of those who train the 

pick of the nationôs youthô!  He also expressed delight that there was now óa new and liberal scheme 

of grants, to be earned, not on the old objectionable basis of annual examination results, but by general 

courses of class-work approved by the inspectors, and a satisfactory total of daily attendances for each 

individual pupil in the school yearô.  As a result, the new courses, the increase of salaries ï and a 

piano for Mr.Emeryôs music classes ï had been financed, not by an increase in fees, but by 

nothing more than óa trifling and unavoidable rise in ñextrasòô, which were detailed in the 

Prospectus.  He also announced the introduction of a class for óvery young boys from eight or even 

seven years of ageô, which was accommodated in óthe teachersô staff room ï an unsatisfactory 

makeshiftô.  Numbers had grown so rapidly, that the timetable had had to be re-written during the 

year.  Two years later, in 1927, Mr.Wilkins felt that the School was badly in need of óa new and 

much larger Assembly Hall, a new laboratory for physics, an adequate Common Room for our increasing 

staff, and more extensive cloakroom accommodationô, and to make available extra teaching space, the 

Boarding Department was closed, although existing boarders were accommodated óelsewhere, at a 

convenient distance from the Schoolô and were supervised by two of the teachers.  (Mr.McBride was 
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among those who regretted the end of boarding, commenting to Old Boys in 1935 that óhe was 

convinced that, if a suitable boarding establishment were set up, under the direction of a house master, it 

would be a great advantage, both to the numbers and to the importance and dignity of the Schoolô).  

Nevertheless, the School continued to flourish and not even a scarlatina epidemic in 

October/November 1928, which forced a three-week closure of all the schools in the area, could 

slow down the progress of the School.  
 

The new Ministry of Education took control of schools on 1 August 1923 and would in future 

inspect schools. In 1925 the Intermediate Examinations were replaced by the Junior and Senior 

Certificate Examinations, which had the result, said Mr.Wilkins, of ómaking every member of staff 

work like an Egyptian bondsman every minute of the weekô.  Perhaps the most noticeable effect of the 

new regime was the addition of the phrase ósubject to the approval of the Ministry of Educationô each 

time the Governors took a decision, although Mr.Wilkins did acknowledge that the Ministry óis 

showing itself, on the whole, tolerant and human in the application of its numerous regulationsô.   
 

In addition to encouraging Physical Drill, the Ministry made óManual Instructionô a compulsory 

subject.  This began in 1925 in the workshop of the Technical School, (by the Principal, John 

Pyper), under the supervision of Mr.T.M.Kelso on Saturday mornings, because of the difficulty 

of finding room óin an already compactly-filled time-tableô.  In return, the Technical School was 

allowed to use a room in the School, and the piano for Music lessons, and the Governors agreed 

to pay two-fifths of Mr.Kelsoôs salary.  A prize for carpentry was awarded at the following 

yearôs Prize Distribution.  By 1932, when there were twenty subjects in the Senior Certificate 

Syllabus, the School was teaching fifteen of them.  Six years later, the School entered pupils for 

the first time for the Cambridge Certificate examinations, which were an intermediate stage 

between Junior and Senior. 
 

Mr.Wilkins commented that, ófrom the standpoint of the philosophic onlooker, it seems an undoubted 

evil that the present system tends to steamroll all the schools to a common model ï all teaching much the 

same thing under almost exactly similar conditionsô.  He should have lived to witness the óCommon 

Curriculumô of the 1990s!  His main criticism was, 
  

óthe lack of co-ordination between the elementary schools and our system, whereby every year 

boys come to us between the ages of 13 and 16, too late.  These pupils come ignorant of any 

language other than English and, generally, of any mathematical subject save arithmetic. . . .  It 

is obvious . . . that only in the largest schools would it be possible to form special classes for 

these pupils.  The result is that with the best efforts . . . , our teachers can do full justice neither to 

these latecomers nor to the other pupils whose rate of progress they retard.  I am glad that . . . 

the Minister of Education  . . . [has] appealed to parents and headmasters of elementary schools 

to send on to secondary schools pupils intended for secondary education at an early age ï eleven 

or twelve years and certainly not later than their thirteenth birthdayô. 
 

The School Register for the 1920s shows the wide age-range in the different classes: the Lower 

Preparatory class had boys from 9 years of age to 14 years of age and the Preparatory class from 

11 to 15, and in 1927 a separate class was set up for óboys of 15 and over, who were for any reason 

backward or slow at studyô. 
   

THE WILKINS óTEAMô 

Mr.Wilkins, who seems to have had several nicknames including óGhostieô and óThe Kissô, taught 

some Latin and English, and he also took a small Greek class, which included his son Roderick 

and Thomas Barbour, in óSô Room.  Mrs.Wilkins too played her part preparing lunches, served in 

the Common Room, for a dozen or so staff and pupils who travelled to School from a distance.  

For the senior boys she also organised Saturday evening dances in óAô Room, to which girls 
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from Glenlola and Collegiate were invited.  (If the evening was cold, Mr.Wilkins himself lit the 

coal fire).  She also kept a few hens in the timber garage erected beside Crosby House.9 
 

Paul Wilkins (1928-1939) recalled: 
 

óAt the start of the autumn term my fatherôs great task was the construction of the TIMETABLE.  

The timetable existed in the form of five foolscap-sized sheets of heavy cardboard, one for each 

day of the week.  There was a column for each form, from Form 1 to Sixth Form, including 3B, 

3A, 4B and 4A, and the periods were arranged in rows, 40 minutes per period.  Before the term 

began a new blank sheet, carefully ruled out would be pasted on each board and would thus blot 

out the timetable of last year, and this blank would be filled in, in pencil, during the first week, 

with many an erasure and re-think and much whisking in and out of classrooms for teacher 

consultations.  The object all sublime was to achieve 100% satisfaction of the needs and desires 

of all the staff and boys, of the requirements of the Ministry, and of his own ideals, within the iron 

constraints of time and physical space. . . .  When complete, he would draw out and paste onto 

the boards the five charts in red and blue ink, and in each space would be marked the teacher, the 

subject and the classroom.  Any amendments that might be needed later on in the year would be 

done by pasting over particular spaces and marking the new details.ô10 

 
William Wilsonôs 1931-32 Timetable, written on the inside back cover  

of his Rugby Club Fixture Card.  He was a pupil from 1925-1934. 

(Preserved by his widow, Mrs.Elma Wilson) 
 

The day began at 9 a.m. with Assembly in óAô Room, when Mr.Wilkins would ówhisk in on the 

dot, his gown billowing in the breeze behind him.  He always moved like a streak of lightning, and the 

flying gown was his trademarkô, recalled his younger son. 
 

STAFF 

When Maurice Wilkins took up his post in October 1923, he inherited five members of staff and 

he soon appointed two more. 
 

Thomas McBride had already taught at the School for twenty-three years. Affectionately known 

as óBaldyô, Mr.McBride, a native of Ballymoney, was described as an óangularô man, who despite 

putting the fear of God into the boys by throwing a hard duster and using the cane, was popular 

enough to have been presented with óa handsome clock in a mahogany caseô, as a token of 

                                                 
9 Roddy Wilkins, in conversation with the author, April 2002; reminiscences of Ronnie Boston, July 2002. 
10 Paul Wilkins, loc.cit. 
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appreciation from the boys of the School in 1920.  The authorôs father, John Gray, a pupil at the 

School from 1924-1927, recalled:  
 

óOn one occasion he had been preparing an illustration on the board, when he suddenly called 

out, ñMr.Grayò.  (I had not been paying attention).  ñCome and show the boys once again my 

ill ustration.ò  So I went forward to the board and drew a chalk line north to south, and after 

surveying it for a moment, I gingerly reached for the duster and rubbed it out and substituted an 

east to west line.  That was as far as I tried to go.  ñMr.Grayò, he snapped, ñDo you know how to 

mesmerise a hen?  You draw a chalk line on the pavement, and leave it standing with its beak 

touching the white line, and it will stay there for ever!òô 
 

He regularly gave a Special Prize for Mathematics and continued to teach Science, Maths and 

Bookkeeping until he reached the age of retirement in 1932.  Despite his age, the Governors felt 

that it was óin the interest of the Schoolô to keep him on, but the Ministry of Education would only 

permit him to teach for 18 hours a week, and so he continued as a part-time teacher, receiving 

some of the credit for R.Edgar McNeillyôs ósplendid featô in coming first in the Northern Ireland 

Civil Service examination in 1935. 
 

Mr.McBride was also an entertaining after-dinner speaker.  At the 1935 Old Boysô Association 

Dinner, he pointed out that, since 1907 óall the assistant masters who came to the School came in a 

state of single blessedness and every one of them with the exception of one ï and he heard this one also 

was steering for disaster ï developed a peculiar form of heart disease and passed over to the other side ï 

the matrimonial side.  Eight bachelors had been converted into eight benedicts.  Could any matrimonial 

society beat that?ô 
 

Although he officially retired from teaching in 1936, when he was offered the post of Assistant 

Secretary to the Board of Governors, óthe Peter Pan of schoolmastersô, as he was called in 1937, 

did give bookkeeping lessons to at least one boy who was due to take the Bank of Ireland 

examination.  Finally, in 1939, he was forced to relinquish his work for the Governors óon the 

ground of a serious breakdown in healthô.  He expressed his regret at óthe severance of a long-standing 

connection with the active life of the Schoolô.  Mr.Wilkins spoke of óthe immense significanceô of 

Mr.McBrideôs contribution to the School over a forty year period, saying that the full story of all 

that he had meant to the School ówould fill volumesô, and the Old Boysô Association, of which he 

was President for several years, presented him with a bureau with an inscribed plaque.  Speaking 

on that occasion, Sam Claney said that, 
 

óPerhaps the greatest played by Mr.McBride was during the period immediately after 

Dr.Conollyôs headmastership, when the School passed through a critical period in its history, 

and it is safe to say that we might not have had a Grammar School at all today, and most 

certainly not in such a flourishing state, if it had not been for Mr.McBrideôs loyaltyô. 
 

 Mr.Hawtin, óSenior Assistant Master since Mr.McBrideôs retirementô recalled that óamong the staff 

ñRussell was Russell and Hawtin was Hawtinò, but there was no such man as ñMcBrideò - it was always 

ñMr.McBrideòô.  In his reply, Mr.McBride, speaking just two months before the outbreak of 

another World War, said that, 
 

óIt has been with mixed feelings of sadness and pride that I have often, at the end of the day when 

the School had been dismissed, gone round the classrooms and read, carved on the desks, the 

names of those who, in their boyhood days had sat there, but who, in their manhood, had given 

their all for the cause of God and Country and now sleep peacefully óneath the red poppies in the 

fields of Flandersô. 
 

In 1944, at the age of 82, he gave óa most interesting talkô to the Association, dealing with 

personalities and events in his early years at the School, óenriched by well-told stories, mostly in 

humorous veinô.  Unfortunately, the text of his talk was not preserved.  A keen sportsman, he 
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remained Patron of the Grammariansô Rugby Club until his death on 1 December 1945, aged 83.  

He had lived long enough to see another 39 Old Boys die in war.  Rev.Dr.W.J.Currie, minister of 

First Bangor Presbyterian Church, where Mr.McBride was a member of the Kirk Session, paid 

tribute to his ówisdom, together with his friendly nature, his sympathetic disposition, his kindly humour 

and his eagerness to be helpfulô.  Mr.Hawtin, who had known him for almost twenty years, recalled 

that, óWhile Mr.McBride inspired terror in the wrongdoer and did not beat about the bush in telling a 

boy what he thought about him when he did not approve of his behaviour, he enjoyed their respect and 

admiration.  He had a dry sense of humour and a caustic wit which the boys appreciatedô.11 
 

   
Mr.Thomas McBride (1900-1936) in 1929 

 

Miss Sarah Frances Jocelyn Lewis, (óMa Lewô to generations of boys ï although not to eight year 

old John McKibbin, who lived near her on Princetown Road and whom she óescorted to and from 

school every dayô during his first year), had begun teaching at the School in 1911.  A tall lady, 

who used the cane and always dressed in severe black, with a white collar, óthe dragon of óCô 

Roomô is remembered as a óstrict, but effective French teacherô and in 1932 her Junior Certificate 

pupils finished 2nd, 6th, 7th and 8th out of around 1,000 candidates.  She also helped with the 

Dramatic Society, for many years she ran the Library in óFô Room, (it having been moved there 

from óHô Room in 1930), and in her final year, 1944-45, she was given one of the new Posts of 

Special Responsibility, worth £30, making her salary £405 p.a. óexcluding bonusesô.  Mr.Wilkins, 

ever the gentleman, escorted Miss Lewis home across Bangor when she had finished supervising 

Evening Prep., until it was discontinued in 1932.  Ten years later, it is remembered, she took 

afternoon detention, calling it her óafternoon tea partyô, which could last until 6 oôclock, as she 

seemed to be in no hurry home.12  In fact, she was a good friend of the Wilkins family and Paul 

remembers how different she was on social occasions, ówith a very quick wit, frequently barbed, and 

sparkling conversation.  She was a wonderful person to have at parties, for thinking of exciting games, 

organising them and throwing herself into them wholeheartedly. . . .  The only time I saw her lose her 

cool was the day Hitler defied the world and invaded Poland; she was spitting with rage at the impudence 

of this contemptible little manô.  When she was forced, by severe neuritis, to relinquish her duties, 

Mr.Wilkins recalled óher abounding energy, her intellectual vigour, her keen wit and splendid teaching 

powers, so well known to generations of B.G.S. boys during her nearly 35 years teaching serviceô.  He 

also remarked that she had óalways hit hard at stupidity or misconduct but she was respected for it.ô  

On at least one occasion, neither he nor Mr.Rawlings could dissuade her from detaining Ernest 

Kempôs Sixth Form French class for an hour and a halfôs detention for misbehaviour, despite it 

disrupting 1st XV practice.  Miss Lewis enjoyed a long retirement, dying in 1975. 
 

                                                 
11 County Down Spectator, 8 July 1939 and 8 December 1945. 
12 Correspondence from John McKibbin, March 2002; reminiscences of Ronnie Boston, July 2002 and of Brian  

    Sheil, September 2002. 
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                 Miss S.F.J.Lewis, B.A. (1911-45) in 1935         Miss Lewis in óCô Room in 1937 with  

                                                                              W.F.E.Gault who was killed in 1941,  

  while serving with the R.A.F. 
                                                                             (Photograph by Dr.E.M.Patterson [1932-38]) 
 

Miss Isabella Roberta Small was a gifted artist, who had taught part-time at the School since 

1909.  At one time she taught in six schools, including Bangor Grammar, Glenlola, Sullivan Upper 

and Baymount, a Prep.School on Seacliff Road.  Paul Wilkins said that he ówould never forget her 

constant injunction when we were drawing. ñFill your space!òô.  She is recalled as óquietly 

unimpressive, but a good drawing and painting teacherô, and this is supported by the frequent 

reference to outstanding results achieved by the boys, particularly in Drawing.  In 1925, for 

example, the School gained 1st, 2nd and 3rd places in Drawing in the Junior Certificate. (Charles 

Henry Godden, who came 1st, was the first of Mr.J.S.Goddenôs five sons to attend the School.  In 

1945, Mr.Godden presented an Ulster landscape watercolour by Frank Egginton, as thanks to the 

School for having educated his sons over a 23-year period!).  There were also frequent successes 

in the Royal Drawing Society examinations; twice the School won the Societyôs Silver Star for Art 

and in 1938, E.M.Patterson was awarded a Silver Star for his Geographical Contour Map.  In 

1926, Mr.Wilkins said that óin this subject we can claim to stand first among all the schools in the 

north of Irelandô, a feat repeated in 1927, when the School had five out of the top seven results in 

Ulster, and in 1937, not for the first time, she earned the Governorsô congratulations.  Of course, 

not all her pupils were gifted; on one occasion she told a pupil that the best part of his picture 

was the border round it!  
 

The first Biennial Art Exhibition was held in the School in January 1927; in it the pupils depicted 

scenes from books they had read, such as Treasure Island and The Merchant of Venice.  In addition 

there were Nature Study and Geography sections.13  In 1929, the Exhibition was opened by Miss 

Rosamund Praeger, the noted local sculptress.  In 1932, the future architect of the 1960 

extension, H.A.Patton won the prize for Pottery, presented by Miss Lewisôs mother.  Miss 

Smallôs room, óKô Room, was óaccessed through óGô Roomô.  In 1931, running water was installed 

in the room, which must have made her job somewhat easier!  As with Miss Lewis, she assisted 

with the Dramatic Society.  Even after Miss Small retired in 1939, after almost thirty-one years, 

she continued her association with the School by presenting an annual prize for Drawing.  When 

she died in 1955, the School was represented at her funeral by Mr.Hawtin, Mr.Johnson and two 

senior boys. 

                                                 
13 County Down Spectator, 29 January 1927. 
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Norman Hughes, Roddy, Paul and Pat Wilkins and others are studying Art with Miss Small. 

On the back are the words, óWith kind regards from I.R.Smallô.  

(Photograph and names provided by the late Pat Wilkins). 
 

 

                      
                          Miss I.R.Small, A.T.C., I.S.T.D.        Exhibition of sketches in óKô Room in 1938.               

                                 (1909-1939) in 1935.                                   The door led through to Crosby House. 
                               (Photograph by Dr.E.M.Patterson [1932-38]) 
 

George H.Mansfield had attended the School in the early years of the century.  He joined the 

staff in 1921 and retired in 1953, by which time, he was teaching the grandchildren of some of 

his first pupils.  Like Mr.McBride, óPotô Mansfield, as he was known, had no degree, but he 

taught Maths, English and Shorthand, and he is remembered as óa kindly father figure for new boys 

in Forms I and IIô.  Paul Wilkins wrote: óThese little boys tended to make a lot of noise and in the 

afternoons after a hard day, poor Mr.Mansfield used to press a cold ruler to his forehead and beg us to 

be quieter because his head was aching so.  He had a big green bicycle with a Sturmey-Archer three-

speed gear . . . .  He wore pince-nez spectacles, and when he took them off for cleaning I was sorry to see 

how red and sore his nose looked where they pinched himô.  He also coached the Medallion XV for 

some years, and in 1925 Mr.Wilkins praised his ócheerful perseveranceô.  He presented the prizes 

at the Connor House Sports Day in 1953, shortly before he retired after 32 years service.  He 

received a Lump Sum of £675-4-6 and an annual pension of £253-5-0.  When he died in 1962, 

the following tribute appeared in The Gryphon: óModest and unassuming by nature, he always gave 

his best, and the many generations of Bangor boys who passed through his hands look back on him with a 

considerable degree of affection.  With his passing, another page has been written in the history of the 

Schoolô.  The authorôs father recalled, with sympathy rather than with malice, that óhe was no 

teacher and the boys made a fool of himô.  Nevertheless, that had not prevented him, circa 1935, 
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from sending three boys to the Railway Station to bring Sidney Downey, who lived in Helenôs 

Bay, back to detention in óAô Room, when he went óabsent without leaveô. 

                      
                                 G.H.Mansfield (1921-52) in 1924              Mr.Mansfield measuring the long jump in  

                                                                                                     the School Field in 1937 
                                   (Photograph by Dr.E.M.Patterson [1932-38]) 
 

 
Miss M.E.Dick, M.A. (1920-1933) in 1927 

 

Miss Mary Elizabeth Dick joined the staff in 1920.  She taught a range of subjects, including 

History, Geography, Latin and French.  It is remembered that she was not very good at keeping 

discipline, and that the boys were inclined to make fun of her.  E.M.Patterson recalled:   
 

óñMa Dickò was a charming and gentle grey-haired lady whose well-intentioned teaching of the 

boys was skilfully frustrated by those same boys using every form of noisy indiscipline that they 

could think of, carefully gauged so as not to reach the Headôs ears.  Ma Dickôs reputation for her 

inability to control a class was firmly established when I went to the Grammar School in 1930 

[sic], the senior boys making sure that the innocents of the First and Second forms knew the 

situation and perpetuated it.  None of us would ever have dared to have behaved in such a cheery 

way when Baldy McBride or Ma Lew turned towards the board; we reckoned that some form of 

annihilating thunderclap would followô.14 
 

Towards the end of her career, she chaired a óFrench Circleô for senior boys; its discussions, in 

French, were published in the Spectator ï in French!  When she retired in 1933, she was 

presented with a gramophone.  Her retirement necessitated a redistribution of teaching 

                                                 
14 County Down Spectator, 15 October 1982. 
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responsibilities, which resulted in the School reaching, as closely as possible, the Ministry of 

Educationôs ideal of a specialist teacher for each subject; English, Mr.Hawtin; French, Miss 

Lewis; Science, Mr.Russell; History, Mr.Haire; and Geography, Mr.Johnson. 
 

Mr.Wilkinsô first appointment was Ernest Heathcote (later Doctor) Emery, who took choral 

singing classes from November 1923.  When a boyôs voice broke, he was sent to Miss Lewis for 

extra French.  The following year, the School acquired a piano at a cost of £43-10-0.  In 1926 he 

was paid at the rate of 6/6d an hour and he began giving piano lessons to the boys at 2 guineas a 

term, the Governors to get 25%.  In 1929, he was given an additional 25 hours to train ómonitors 

and pupil-teachersô.   Having come to Ireland from Manchester in 1919 after war service, 

Dr.Emery, Organist and Master of Choristers in Bangor Parish Church for almost forty years 

until his retirement in 1960, taught at the School part-time until 1956.  In 1950, he composed the 

music for the School Song. 
 

                       
            W.A.Bell, M.A. (1924-26) in 1926         E.H.Emery, Mus.Doc., F.R.C.O., F.T.C.L. 

                                  (1923-56) in 1936 
 

A year after Mr.Wilkinsô arrived, he appointed a Resident Master, Wilson A.Bell.  A native of 

Cookstown, he had graduated in Classics from Queenôs College Galway, and had taught in Cavan 

Royal School and in England, before joining Mr.Wilkins at St.Columbaôs College.  As well as 

teaching English, Latin and History, he took óPhysical Drillô, having ómuch past experience of 

O.T.C. workô, and he helped to coach both the 1st XV and the 1st XI.  Roderick Wilkins recalls his 

fatherôs disapproval of Mr.Bellôs habit of enjoying a drink or two on a Saturday night, while the 

authorôs father, aged 16 when Mr.Bell left, claimed, less diplomatically and probably with 

considerable exaggeration, that óMr.Bell was a heavy drinker and he left for Sullivan having got into 

trouble for his drinkingô.  In fact, he óleftô in 1926, to become Headmaster of Sullivan Upper School 

in Holywood.  He subsequently became Headmaster of Down High School in 1933, and of 

Ballymena Academy from 1938 until his death on V.E.Day. 
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Advertisement in the County Down Spectator, 3 January 1925 

 

In 1925, S.S.N. óStokerô Pierce, who had óleft the mark of his influence in bygone days under 

Mr.McFeetersô, returned to teach Maths, Geography and English.  During his five years on the 

Staff, he acted as assistant librarian to Miss Lewis, helped the Headmaster with administrative 

work and also assisted with rugby, coaching the 1st, 3rd and Medallion XVs.  His two sons, 

Reginald Stokes and Cecil Bryan, attended the School.  He left the School in 1930 to take up a 

post in Belfast Royal Academy, where he was a colleague of George Heuston.  Although not one of 

the longest-serving members of staff, he was clearly remembered with some affection for, when 

he died at the end of 1953, the Governors and Staff sent a floral tribute, while Mr.Heuston and 

Mr.Hawtin attended his funeral.  The Gryphon recalled that Mr.Pierce óconcealed the kindliest and 

most understanding of personalities beneath a stern exteriorô. 
 

                                                  
          S.S.N.Pierce, B.A. (1925-30) in 1930                    A.L.Hawtin, M.A. (1926-66) in 1927 
 

As the number of boys on the roll rose, reaching 158 in 1926, so the teaching staff continued to 

grow.  That year, Arthur Leslie Hawtin was appointed to teach English and Latin, having taught 

briefly in Lurgan College and Sullivan Upper.  An Oxfordshire man and Oxford graduate, he is 

remembered by Paul Wilkins as ónot at all in sympathy with our provincial ways, and for him anything 

Irish was automatically inferior to what they had in England.  In particular he couldnôt stand our Irish 

grammarô.  During a career spanning forty years, Mr.Hawtin ï always known as óThe Birdô, some 

say from his habit of walking around the classroom with his hands behind his back holding his 

gown bundled up like a tail ï made an outstanding contribution to the School.  In his early years, 
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he assisted with the Medallion XV, the Under-13 XV and the 1st XI cricket team.  In fact, during 

his first year on the Staff, he and Mr.Pierce also cut the grass on the playing pitches and marked 

out the lines!  He was appointed Vice-Principal in 1946, but perhaps his most lasting legacy was 

the Debating Society, which he set up shortly after he was appointed.  Some twenty years later, it 

was he who began The Gryphon.  Like Mr.McBride, Mr.Hawtin had taught three generations of 

some families; towards the end of his career, he is said to have told one unfortunate boy: óYouôre 

as bad as your grandfather ï when he wasnôt asleep in classô.  Particularly fond of the heat, he is 

reputed, on one occasion, to have scorched the bottom of his academic gown, when standing too 

close to the open fire in óFô Room.  On his retirement in 1966, The Gryphon contained an 

óAppreciationô of óA.L.H.ô, which concluded that: óHis warm, genial personality, quick gift of repartee 

and sound judgement won him the respect and affection of both staff and pupilsô; it ended with an 

extract from Chaucer, his favourite poet:  
 

óA large man he was, with eyen stepe, 

   A fairer burgeys is ther noon . . . .  

   Boold of his speche, and wys and wel y-taught 

   And of manhood hym lakkede right naught 

   Eek thereto he was right a myrie man.ô 
 

Sadly, he was not spared to enjoy a long retirement; just four years later, The Gryphon recorded 

his death. 
 

                    
                              Messrs.Russell and Hawtin                           Mr.Hawtin on the distinctive platform  

                        presiding over the Debating Society.                       at the front of óFô Room in 1937. 
 (Photographs by Dr.E.M.Patterson [1932-38]) 

 

 
The Staff in the 1927 panoramic school photograph: 

Mr.Pierce, Mr.Mansfield, Miss Small, Mr.McBride, Mr.Wilkins, Miss Lewis, Miss Dick and Mr.Hawtin. 
 

When Robert Ernest Russell, like Mr.Wilkins, a Dubliner, who had played rugby for Palmerston, 

joined the Staff in 1927, he became not only a teacher of Maths and Science, but also Games 

Master, taking rugby, cricket and athletics.  For several years he was Secretary of the Ulster 

Schoolsô Athletics Championships.  He and Mr.Hawtin lodged together when both were still 

bachelors.  A man of small stature, he was nicknamed óOscarô, after a character in a newspaper 

strip cartoon.  Mr.Wilkins raised a laugh at the 1930 Sports Day, when he described the 


