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Fellow Grammarians,
I trust you will enjoy the 2019 edition of the Grammarian 

magazine, whether in its printed or digital formats. Serving 
in my other role as magazine editor, it was a great pleasure 
to work with two of our young contributors, last year’s 
Head Boy Jamie Stewart, presently studying Law at QUB, 
and Class of 2012 member Luke Alexander, who is very 
quickly establishing himself behind the scenes in the world 
of television and films.

Jamie and Luke have many years ahead of them in their 
respective fields and we wish them, and their classmates, all 
the best for the future. The world of today is a busy place but 
we hope they will all keep in touch with Bangor Grammar 
School and, from time to time, join us at past pupil events 
such as our annual dinners and various sporting encounters.

This year (2019/20) is an important one for Bangor 
Grammarians. Not only are we celebrating the 90th 
anniversary of our founding as the Old Boys’ Association 
in October 1929 (with our 90th annual dinner to follow 
in November 2019), the coming months will also witness 
the 500th meeting of the Grammarians Committee, which 
I am privileged to chair. Plans are in hand for a special 
Committee event involving past members and chairmen.

While it is customary for an organisation like Bangor 
Grammarians to hold back the celebrations until it reaches 
its 100th birthday, we are hopeful that, for the most part, 
we will have been succeeded over the next decade by an 
equally enthusiastic new team of dedicated Grammarians, 
maybe including some senior pupils at the School today, 
who will lead our entirely voluntary organisation into its 
second century. 

For the first time in my life, and very likely the last, I 
will quote Confucius – ‘Study the past if you would define 
the future.’ As a body for past pupils of Bangor Grammar 
School we will never lose sight of its illustrious past but, 
equally, it is important we should look ahead and do our 
utmost to help the School as it strives to meet the many 
often difficult challenges facing the world of education, 
especially in Northern Ireland.

Staying on this theme of past, present and future, it 
was timely that, a matter of weeks ago, a well-preserved 
newspaper clipping should drop through my letterbox, 
courtesy of past pupil John Sims. Further reference to this 
valuable acquisition appears in the Archives Report, but 
in essence the Belfast Telegraph cutting shows Old Boys’ 
Association members at their second annual dinner in the 
Royal Hotel on Monday 16 March 1931. I spent several 
enjoyable hours at Belfast’s Central Library, subsequently 
determining it was easily the oldest known photograph of 
our members. 

I was also able to locate, courtesy of the County Down 
Spectator archive, a report on the Association’s inaugural 
dinner, which was held at the same venue a year earlier, on 

Tuesday 4 March 1930. The world then, between two 
devastating wars (which deprived Bangor Grammar School 
of many of its finest past pupils), was a very different place 
to the one we live in today. Yet much that was said that 
night retains its relevance to this day.

“It is my earnest wish,” declared Association vice-
president Thomas McBride, “that the School will continue 
to prosper, to instruct and educate the youth of Bangor in 
those qualities necessary to their coming struggle in the 
world, and to make them what we want them to be – good 
citizens of a noble Province.” He could just as easily have 
been speaking in 2019.

Mr McBride also praised the school’s young rugby players 
on reaching the Medallion Shield final – they would lose 
later that month to RBAI but a first-ever Shield success 
followed in 1936. Substitute the Medallion Shield for 
the Medallion Bowl which BGS secured in 2018, not to 
mention the 1st XV’s proud run to the Subsidiary Shield 
final in 2019, and maybe that long-awaited return to the 
glory days exemplified to many past pupils of a certain age 
by our first-ever Schools’ Cup win in 1969 (also highlighted 
in this edition) is just around the corner!

Another speaker, Robert Logan, wanted to see Association 
members becoming Governors of the School “because 
they would have the interests of Bangor Grammar School 
at heart.” He would have been pleased to know there has 
been a long history of Bangor Grammarians serving on the 
Board of Governors. Indeed, Jim Claney has the unique 
distinction of having served as chairman of not only this 
organisation (2002/04) but also the Board of Governors 
(1992/95) and the Parents’ Association. Among some 10 
past pupils who have chaired both the Grammarians and 
the Board of Governors are the late Hal Blair (1977/81) 
and Billy McCoubrey (current Board chairman).

As generations of past pupils have sung lustily and we do 
likewise today: “Floreat Bangoria!”
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Chairman’s Message

Terence Bowman

Grammarians chairman Terence Bowman (right) with new 
Board of Governors chairman Billy McCoubrey, laying  

wreaths at the School’s Remembrance Service on Friday 9 
November 2018. Both are members of the Class of 1975. Billy 
is also a past chairman of Bangor Grammarians (1992/94). 

Picture courtesy of Ken Best
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Principal’s Report

Elizabeth Huddleson

In this issue

As far as an academic 
school year goes, 2018/19 
has been a relatively quiet 
one. We had feared that 
without Facilities Supervisor 
Matt McClements at the 
helm the School would stop 
functioning. Thankfully this 
has proven not to be the 
case. He has been deeply 
missed but Matt reliably 
informs me that retirement 
is to be most definitely 
recommended.

The first term saw the 
passing of Tom Patton, 
Headmaster of the School 
from 1979/98. On 
attending his funeral I learnt 
much more about him, most 
notably his commitment 
to his church and wider 

community in Tandragee, where he ended up living post-
retirement with his wife Claire. His wider contribution to 
the life of the School is contained in a separate article.

The academic year is an intense one, being a cycle of 
induction, school development planning, action planning, 
results analysis, mock examinations, curriculum auditing 
and external recruitment. In short, it’s all cyclical and 
nothing much changes – except with each passing year my 
hair goes a little greyer... thank goodness for hair dye!

Results continue on an upward trend in the traditional 
and vocational subjects, with the most recent set of GCSE 
results being the highest reported for a significant number 
of years. I will look forward, most definitely in inverted 
commas, to the outcome of this year’s GCSE results in that 
August sees the first cycle of the new C* grade. Northern 
Ireland will continue to measure in grades and England 
in numbers, so we are expecting a little confusion moving 
forward. Universities are reporting that pupils will not be 
disadvantaged as they offer places using grades, numbers 
and a mixture of both. We will see – it wouldn’t be Northern 
Ireland if we just made things easy for ourselves. There is 
being different and then there is being just plain awkward, 
but like with most things here our local politicians rarely 
think about the end user.

Dick Milliken (Class of 1969) was guest speaker at this 
year’s prize day, passing on many tips to the boys from his 
years in industry, culminating in his roles as Chief Executive 
at Lamont Plc and Chief Financial Officer at the Almac 
Group. It is always a privilege to welcome back ‘old boys’ 
with a story to tell. The younger generation very much 
connect with and enjoy their stories from yesteryear.

In terms of extra-curricular prowess, it would probably 
be quicker to tell you what didn’t go well this year. In no 
particular order: as the most successful debating school in NI 
we went out of the Ulster Schools’ Debating Competition 
in the first round; the 1st XV exited the Schools’ Cup in the 
fourth round against Royal School Armagh; and the hockey 
1st XI crashed (with an 11-0 defeat) out of the Burney Cup 
in the first round against Wallace High School. It wasn’t 
that our teams were poor this year – we simply got drawn 
against better teams quite early on in each competition.

There has been some silver lining in that our 1st XV 
played Sullivan Upper in the final of the Subsidiary Plate 
competition, slightly dulled by the final score (27-5). I do 
have to say though that I watched the match seated beside 
current Board of Governors chairman Billy McCoubrey 
and Ian Henderson, who was chairman when I took up 
the post as Principal. There is nothing worse as a school 
principal than sitting watching a match that is not going 
your way and having to smile, but at least I was in very 
good company!

Our 1st XI hockey team won their Plate competition, 
beating Raphoe in the final. It is hard to capture adequately 
just how exciting this game was, given that it went to run-
ins with BGS winning 5-4. Completely nail-biting stuff 
but a glorious victory nonetheless! Our 1st XI football team 
also made it to the last two in the grammar school league 
(which I am pleased to report is growing in entries with 
each passing year). We lost 3-1 to RBAI but, as ever, the 
boys stayed focused and played to the bitter end.

Our progress in the competitions does not reflect the 
quality of the coaching our pupils experience at the School. 
Three boys are currently playing on the Ulster U19 rugby 
squad, namely Aaron Sexton (who you may have noted 
made his debut for the actual Ulster team in a friendly 
match against Gloucester’s 1st XV at the start of the season), 
Riley Westwood and Gareth Wells, while Stephen Hamill 
plays hockey for Ireland – reflecting that BGS still adds 
significant value through extra-curricular sports.
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Past chairmen of Bangor Grammarians

l929/l930 Dr S Patterson Rea l948/l949 R G Wilkins l967/l968 R J A Simms l986/l987 Dr R A Lightbody
l930/l931 M Wilkins l949/l950 D B Moore l968/l969 R M Gray l987/l988 J A G Whyte
l93l/l932 A W Corry l950/l951 E V Agnew l969/l970 M R Butler l988/l989 D W Gray
l932/l933 F McKee l95l/l952 C D Radcliffe l970/l971 B A Thompson l989/l990 J R Lightbody
l933/l934 J M McFeeters l952/l953 C Neil l971/l972 H Blair l990/l991 S B E Johnston
l934/l935 S M Claney l953/l954 R L H Magrath l972/l973 R R J Boyd l99l/l992 W R T Dowdall
l935/l936 V Salter l954/l955 J E Barbour l973/l974 M M Brown l992/1994 W McCoubrey
l936/l937 S Christie l955/l956 H F Rea l974/l975 R O Christy l994/l995 R O’Fee
l937/l938 J Ritchie McKee l956/l957 S Johnston l975/l976 M Rea l995/l996 A C Briggs
l938/l939 S Connolly l957/l958 W E Moore l976/l977 B Livingston l996/l998 D McQuillan
l939/l940 E V Agnew l958/l959 W Wilson l977/l978 J T Blundell l998/l999 S B E Johnston
l940/l941 W T Strain l959/1960 R H Hamilton l978/l979 W J L Cairns l999/2002 N R A Walker
l941/l942 J C Taylor l960/l96l R D McConnell l979/l980 J C Taylor 2002/2004 R J Claney
l942/l943 G A Matthews l96l/l962 G T Henderson l980/l981 Dr J H Connolly 2004/2007 K Best
l943/l944 W J L Cairns l962/l963 R E McNeilly l98l/l982 B J S Kissock 2007/2011 T J I Gray
l944/l945 S Smith l963/l964 R K Hamilton l982/l983 R A Milliken 2011/2014 P Weir
l945/l946 Dr J C Nicholson l964/l965 W R T Dowdall l983/l984 M L J Morgan 2014/2017 G B Miller
l946/l947 A R Finlay l965/l966 A H Hewitt l984/l985 R J Parker
l947/l948 F A Reid l966/l967 J Curry l985/l986 J B Adrain

Former Facilities Supervisor 
Matt McClements – now 
enjoying his retirement

Prize day 2018 (from left): Paul Blair, (then) chairman of the Board of  
Governors, Elizabeth Huddleson (Principal), Lewis McKinnon and guest 

speaker Dick Milliken

Our cover picture of young filmmaker Luke Alexander – see his past pupil contribution to this magazine – was taken at the entrance to the Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art by Gerson Repreza
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Individual boys and teams continue to perform at the 
highest level in a number of different areas. Badminton 
continues to be our most consistent and dominant sport, 
where it is normally between BGS and Friends School 
Lisburn for the Ulster champion titles at all levels. The 
CCF team dominate their respective competitions and were 
runners-up in the most coveted Military Skills Competition 
which we won last year. The good news is that we still beat 
both Campbell College and RBAI, losing this year to Royal 
School Armagh.

Our Careers Fair, thanks partly to the creativity of Mike 
McConnell, continues to grow and is now the largest 
school-based event of its kind in NI. Thanks go to those of 
you who have been involved. As ever, I would invite more 
of you to support this event given your current or past 
careers. Should you wish to do so, you can communicate 
directly with me via the School. 

Having alumni on hand to offer and provide support 
enriches the relationships; it also provides another layer of 
information to support our pupils. Paul Blair, who you may 
recall attended last year in his capacity as Board of Governors 
chairman, is launching an alumni and fundraising strategy 
next term and again will welcome active involvement from 
you. The work of this team will be to progress further the 
vision of the School and to raise monies towards those 
projects for which Bangor Grammar School is seeking 
support. The current financial climate in education is 

nothing short of grim and as a voluntary grammar school 
we are funded differently to controlled schools and do not 
have the same safety nets and cushioning they are afforded. 
Whilst controlled schools can run a deficit, we cannot. 
Given that education is not being properly funded (due to 
smaller non-viable schools being kept open), we must look 
at other ways to raise monies for BGS.

To avoid a repeat of last year’s debacle, wherein there were 
insufficient Year 8 (First Form) places to service the number 
of children coming out of P7, this year has seen much 
time and effort going into supporting the Department 
of Education in its bid to ensure there are enough post-
primary places in Ards and North Down for pupils 
transferring. In short, our Board of Governors offered the 
Department an additional 40 places to support demand 
within our community. We were informed in mid-March 
that we were not being allocated any additional places, with 
places instead going to the non-selective and integrated 
sectors in the Bangor area and final decisions being made 
on the basis of who could provide additional places at the 
lowest cost. I have been deeply saddened by the number of 
boys denied the opportunities this school can provide and 
I can only hope this is not another attempt to diminish 
grammar school provision in Northern Ireland.

The School’s concerns have been discussed with the 
Permanent Secretary and members of his team and robust 
feedback supplied regarding the inadequacies of their 
processes. There will be considerable disappointment in the 

Bangor area once pupils are advised of their post-primary 
schools with, I suspect, ongoing lobbying of the Permanent 
Secretary from disgruntled parents.

‘Observe the Sons of Ulster Marching to the Somme’ 
was this year’s drama production. Given its reference in 
the original play, the first night’s performance took place 
at the Clandeboye Estate with Lady Dufferin herself in 
attendance. It was a truly amazing performance, under the 
watchful eye of our Head of Drama, Katrina Payne.

A developing relationship continues between Lady 
Dufferin and Bangor Grammar School, such is her desire 
to have the estate used to support education and learning. 
The past year has witnessed a combined event between 
Bangor Grammar School and two local primary schools 
(Clandeboye and Kilcooley) to support creative writing, 
along with a connected learning day for Year 10s (Third 
Form) where, in partnership with the Army, they built 
shelters, did outdoor cooking and usefully acquired a first 
aid certificate, having attended to ‘casualties’ following 
a mocked-up car accident. I think you will agree it is 
wonderful we have this type of resource on our doorstep 
to afford to our pupils opportunities that neither you nor I 
would necessarily have enjoyed as pupils.

As a school the emphasis on community continues – 
already this year we have raised a considerable sum for 
charity, with a joint event involving BGS and Glenlola 
in February realising over £13,000 for the NI Children’s 
Hospice in memory of pupils from both schools who were 
lost to cancer in the very recent past.

Fundraising continued in earnest for the July/August 
2019 Rugby Tour to South Africa, while our PTA 
continues to organise several events across the year to raise 
much-needed funds for the School. This year the PTA has 
financed the lease of a nine-seater people carrier, science 
apparatus for use in Biology and Chemistry and a new 
interactive whiteboard.

As I said at the outset and as you can see in my report, all 
remains as per normal at BGS. That said, as in every school 
there are always moments of hilarity. In closing I will share 
a few as these normally don’t ‘make the cut’ for prize day or 
open day speeches.

Having a CCF means I get invited to quite a few dinners, 
some being ‘intimate’ ones with the Brigadier at Thiepval 
– I jest you not! The first time I received such an invitation 

Runners-up in the Military Skills Competition

The 1st XV reached the final of the Subsidiary Plate competition. They are pictured here after January’s Schools’ Cup victory over Regent House.

I quite literally nearly had a heart attack, given the current 
Brigadier is a very young and attractive man. I really was 
thinking “this is totally over and beyond the call of duty”. 
Before you all move on in your heads to the next level, it 
is with relief I can add that ‘intimate’ is the term used for 
a small gathering and I have enjoyed a number of such 
dinners since last year’s Grammarian was published. They 
prove to be useful opportunities to network. One such 
outworking, from being seated next to the Lieutenant 
Colonel, led to senior prefects across the four post-primary 
schools receiving leadership training from the 204 (North 
Irish) Field Hospital on the Bangor Grammar School site.

Continuing with the military theme, back in March I was 
invited to the Ulster Reform Club for the Barrosa Dinner, 
commemorating the 208th anniversary of said battle. I 
was one of a very small number of females – something 
I have become very used to – surrounded by mess dress 
and medals. The evening culminated in the singing of the 
14-verse Barrosa song and each of us (me included) had 
to take a swig from this massive cup containing a secret 
cocktail of Irish spirits... All you need to know is it was a 
late night and I was still tasting said cocktail at 11am the 
following morning!

The current temperature in my office is positively 
tropical, given there is a problem with the heating and most 
days it is a balmy 26 degrees. Following one particularly 
draining afternoon of interviews during the Easter Term, 
on welcoming the final candidate into the office, instead of 
saying, “Feel free to take off your jacket,” I invited him to 
take off his shirt – before quickly rectifying it!

Until next year gentlemen...
JUNE 2019

A study in concentration at the Careers Fair Participants in the St Patrick’s Day full-school sponsored walk which 
raised almost £7,500 for a total of 11 different charities, namely Epilepsy 
Action NI, Cancer Research, Assisi Animal Sanctuary, Autism NI, 
Coo-Rom Tekoo Nursery Building Project, RNLI, Alzheimer’s Society, 
NI Association for Mental Health, MacMillan Cancer, The Children’s 
Cancer Unit (RVH) and CALM (Campaign Against Living Miserably). 
The fundraising total for the year was £26,733.

Bangor Grammarians were proud to lend their support 
to last February’s fundraiser, involving pupils of both 
BGS and Glenlola Collegiate, in aid of the Northern 
Ireland Children’s Hospice. Membership Secretary 
Lyn MacCallum presents a cheque for £100 to Year 
14 student Tommy Bell, who took part in the event at 
the Bangor Elim Complex (which raised in excess of 
£13,000). Tommy, who has been accepted to Drama 
School next year, performed a musical theatre number.
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From College Avenue ‘short’ to Game of 
Thrones and LA film festival success

Luke Alexander

Luke Alexander, who attended Bangor Grammar School from 
2007/12, is an alumnus of the University of York with a BSc (Hons) 
in Film & Television Production. Since graduating he has worked 
on a BBC live broadcast of Sports Personality of the Year and 
on-set with HBO’s Game of Thrones, filming behind the scenes for 
Season 6 and as crew for Seasons 7 and 8. Luke has also achieved 
recent success at the Culver City Film Festival in Los Angeles.

Since I was little I had a passion for filmmaking and took 
every opportunity I could to grab the family camcorder from 
my dad to make short films with my friends and, when they 
were not about, using action figures and plasticine models.

Although Moving Image was not offered as a study subject 
when I attended Bangor Grammar School, I was fortunate 
to have some very supportive teachers in the Art & Design 
Department who allowed me to create moving image final 
pieces for my Art projects, providing I demonstrated my 
understanding of the intended subject matter through 
charcoal sketches and mood boards.

The final ‘live action’ project I produced while at BGS was 
a short video created for the Sixth Form end-of-year formal, 
held before we disappeared off to revise for our impending 
exams. The video featured the Class of 2012 (plus numerous 
willing members of staff) enthusiastically hamming it up in 
true BGS fashion to classic and contemporary music tracks. 
(It is still available online via YouTube for those curious to 
see pupils throwing themselves wholeheartedly into the 
BGS experience in the old College Avenue building.)

In my final year I was also involved with the Cinemagic 
organisation, learning much about the industry while 
meeting other like-minded young people. In addition I 
attended the Cinemagic International Film Camp and 
travelled with them to Los Angeles, where we spent a week 
attending studio tours, masterclasses and workshops with 
industry professionals.

Following completion of my education at BGS, and 
guided by some good careers advice, I was accepted to study 
Film and Television Production BSc at the University of 

York. Once again I was taught by talented and enthusiastic 
mentors who encouraged me to refine my filmmaking 
process through hands-on practical lessons, theoretical 
learning and the study of the history of film and television.

After graduating in 2015 I returned to Northern 
Ireland and the difficult task 
of finding employment: a 
daunting process following 
the security of structured 
learning. I worked on several 
short films and also as a camera 
assistant on the BBC’s live 
Sports Personality of the Year 
broadcast from Belfast. On 
this and other projects I was 
able to tap into the excellent 
practical training I had 
received in the superb studio 
facilities at university. In 
addition I secured work with 
a local production company as 
a camera assistant on their crew, filming behind the scenes 
at various locations for Season 6 of HBO’s Game of Thrones.

With a bit of experience built up I was now able to join 
the full-time crew on Season 7 of Game of Thrones as a 
Northern Ireland Screen trainee in the Grip Department. 
As that department is responsible for everything the camera 
is attached to, including – but not limited to – track and 
dolly, cranes, jibs and gimbals, there was never a dull 
moment and my days were full of relentless activity.

Whilst the schedule was difficult and the hours were 
long, I nonetheless valued every moment of my experience 
working alongside top-tier industry professionals, despite 
the challenges it posed. During Season 7 I was on the crew 
that filmed in numerous locations across Northern Ireland 
(I’ve now visited all of the bleakest corners of the province!) 
and also travelled to Spain for nine weeks on location, 
shooting the scenes that depicted the more arid climes of 
the fictional Westeros region. To call these experiences an 
adventure would be an understatement.

With GOT Season 7 completed, I worked on the second 
season of ITV/ Netflix’s The Frankenstein Chronicles, which 
was filmed in Belfast and featured Sean Bean as Inspector 
Marlott. This meant I was not required to venture as far 
from home as had been the case on Game of Thrones, and 
I was fortunate to work alongside several familiar faces 
from the Thrones crew, making the experience all the more 
enjoyable.

After this I was asked back as part of the crew to work on 
the eighth and final season of Game of Thrones. If I thought 
my previous time as a trainee grip had been tough, I really had 
to steel myself for the demands of that final season. Filming Luke Alexander with actor and Cinemagic Patron Pierce Brosnan and 

Cinemagic CEO Joan Burney-Keatings MBE, LA 2012

Luke on-set on location as 
Grip Trainee, 2016

6 Albert Street, Bangor, County Down, BT20 5EF
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continuously for just over 
10 months, it proved to 
be just as challenging to 
the crew and myself as it 
was for the production’s 
fictional characters and 
the obstacles they had to 
overcome. This included 
a gruelling period of 55 
night shoots that required 
the crew to become 

‘nocturnal’ for 11 weeks to film the ambitious ‘Long 
Night’ battle scene that broke records for the longest action 
scene in history. After weeks of mud, blood and freezing 
temperatures you would have been forgiven for mistaking 
crew members for the zombie extras shuffling about the set!

And then, seemingly no sooner had it started, it was 
over. Game of Thrones wrapped for the final time and my 
days (and nights!) on the HBO production were at an 
end. Whilst difficult and challenging at times, I feel very 
privileged to have worked on the world’s biggest TV show 
alongside a brilliant cast and crew.

Since then I have been able to pursue my own projects 
and have had the time to complete my first short film since 
graduating. Calling on the experience I gained at uni and 
my time on Thrones I wrote, directed, produced and edited 
a short film called Echoes in the Forest. This was shot over the 
course of a week in Woodburn Forest (near Carrickfergus) 
and featured its own fair share of mud, blood, rain and 

smoke; perhaps my own 
way of dealing with life 
post-Thrones! The lead role 
was played by fellow BGS 
old boy James McMullan.

While this self-produced 
and self-funded short was 
intended as a personal test 
of my abilities and a new 
addition to my portfolio, I 
decided to enter it in several local and international film 
festivals. Much to my surprise, my short was selected and 
screened at the 2018 Culver City Film Festival in Los 
Angeles. I flew out to attend the festival and was thrilled to 
see it being shown on the big screen in a full-size cinema, 
alongside a brilliant selection of shorts for an American 
audience.

This in itself felt like an amazing achievement but when 
I heard Echoes in the Forest had been recognised with the 
award for ‘Best Editing in a Short Film’ during the festival’s 
closing ceremony, I was delighted to be there to receive my 
award in person.

Having returned home with increased enthusiasm, 
I am continuing to pursue directing and building my 
portfolio, whilst also working on filming projects for local 
organisations to keep the funds coming in! I am unsure 
how my career in film will progress but for the moment I 
am grateful for my time at BGS and the grounding, support 
and encouragement I received there in the early days.

Luke Alexander at a Cinemagic 
masterclass with legendary film 
soundtrack composer Hans 
Zimmer, LA 2012

Luke receives his award for Best 
Editing in a Short Film at the 

Culver City Film Festival, LA 2018

Goldenage Antiques
is celebrating

40 years in business
at

57a Gray’s Hill, Bangor, BT20 3BB

Opening hours
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 12-4pm

or by prior appointment

Shop 028 90270938
Mobile 07767393837

Expert jewellery repair service, including remodelling
Probate and house clearances undertaken
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A Bangor man has said he is
‘indebted’ to the community who
banded together in a four day search
for his wife.
Mervyn Gray teared up several times as he spoke

of the heroic team of people who searched
relentlessly day and night from Bangor to
Dundonald and Newtownards, until they found his

wife Carol.

An extensive search had been launched involving

police and the Community Rescue Service, as well

as family, friends and members of the community.

For four days they searched the Dundonald,
Bangor and Newtownards areas in hopes of
finding Mrs Gray who had last been seen at the

Ulster Hospital at 9.30am on Friday.
The family had been pointed in the right direction

when a member of the public contacted them
through Facebook to say she had been seen
walking towards the Newtownards carriageway

on the day she had gone missing.
Taking a detective role, Mrs Gray’s family were

able to retrace her steps with the help of local
businesses and home owners in the area who

offered up any CCTV footage they had of the day

she went missing.However, the footage they were able to get only

gave them an idea of her movements over the day

she was reported as missing and they began to

worry they wouldn’t able to piece together exactly

what had happened after the last piece of footage

led them to the Ballyrogan Road.
As the fourth day of the search approached, Mr

Gray made a pact with his son, also called
Mervyn, that they would find her and ‘bring her

home’.
Mr Gray said: “We were prepared. We were
bringing her home no matter what, not that we

thought we were bringing her home alive, just

that we were bringing her home and that was it.”

Thankfully Mrs Gray was discovered by a SARDA

(Search and Rescue Dog Association) search dog

called Floss in a field on the Ballyrogan Road in

Newtownards — more than seven miles away

from where she had gone missing.
Thankful to all those who helped in the search for

his wife of 41 years, Mr Gray said: “It’s a miracle.

The people that helped were amazing.”
Mrs Gray is currently in hospital with ‘a long road

to recovery’ ahead of her, however Mr Gray has

arranged to take his wife on a cruise in May when

she is feeling well.

Bangor man pays an emotional tribute to the community as his wife is found after four day search

Sarah Currans.curran@spectatornewspapers.co.uk

Full story on Page 4 and 5

Thank you

RELIEF: Bangor man, Mervyn Gray, with his son Mervyn and daughter Lindsey after Carol was found safe and well. INSET: Mervyn and Carol Gray.

LIFE IS
LOCAL
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Memories of my schoolmaster father  
WTW Johnson

Michael Johnson

Michael Johnson attended Connor House and Bangor Grammar 
School between 1949 and 1957, after which his family moved to 
England. On leaving school he worked for the Imperial Tobacco 
Co. and Nestles Group until moving to Australia in 1965, where 
he became MD of Wiggins Teape Paper Group (Aust) Pty, a UK 
company. Michael, who is married with two children, retired in 
1996. He lives in Sydney with his wife Jennifer, and also runs a 
cattle farm west of the Blue Mountains. 

WTW, Johnno, Johnty, Johnny, 
even ‘Old Misery Guts’, all were 
the words that assailed me, filtering 
down from the main school on 
my first days at Connor House. 
Under John Rawlings, George ‘Pot’ 
Mansfield and Morley Hopkins, I 
began my formal education in the 

junior branch of the main school where my father had taught 
since 1931. Indeed my father’s reputation had preceded 
my attendance at the school, to my somewhat dismay, and 

needless to say my eventual move 
to College Avenue harboured in 
me a little apprehension as to how 
I would handle the presence of my 
father teaching at the same school.

Mind you having said that, I wasn’t 
alone in this predicament as my co-
pupils included Michael Rea (son 
of Henry), Maurice McKeown (son 
of Joe) and Ken Hawtin (already in 
the main school, son of ‘The Bird’ 

aka Les Hawtin, also my godfather by the way) who, to 
my sporadic discomfort, lived next door to us in Ashley 
Park. I did feel often that my father’s rather fierce character 
reputation set me somewhat apart from the others whose 
fathers taught at the school.

It was interesting to note however, and very much to my 
relief, that my father never regularly taught our Class of ‘59, 
and I often wondered if he had deliberately engineered it 
that way. Sometimes though it was necessary for him to fill 
in if our regular teachers, such as Ernie Browne or Horace 
McKittrick, were indisposed or unavailable to take us for 
Maths or Geography, and I must say it did make me feel 
slightly uncomfortable. That did not seem to be the case 
with Henry Rea or Joe McKeown, who taught us French 
and Science respectively without experiencing too much 
discomfort, given that their own sons were regularly in the 
classroom.

However I digress, as this article is about my father who 
became a fixture at the school for nearly 26 years and built 
an aura about him which is still remembered and revered 
by those pupils who were fortunate (some might say 

unfortunate) to be taught by him, whether on the sporting 
field or in the classroom, and of course his domain was the 
infamous ‘G Room’.

Tommy Johnson commenced his career at BGS in 1931, 
appointed Head of Geography following ‘Ma Dick’s’ 
sojourn – by all accounts the boys treated her lessons with 
a somewhat frivolous attitude as her disciplinary skills left 
a great deal to be desired and they all knew it. He was 
appointed under then Headmaster Maurice Wilkins and 
straight away the whole school knew that things (at least 
in the Geography Department) were up for major changes. 
Born in Scunthorpe, Lincs. in 1906, Tommy attended 
King Henry VIII School in Coventry and later Appleby 
Grammar School, after my grandparents moved house. In 
1925 he went up to Durham University and was a member 
of University College there, studying Maths, Physics, 
Chemistry and Geology and gaining a B.Sc.

Tommy spent a further year taking a Diploma in 
Education. His Geology was tutored by the renowned 
Professor Arthur Holmes who greatly inspired him. That 
experience coloured and enhanced Tommy’s Geography 
teaching from then on. At Durham he had also met my 
mother, Mabel, who eventually joined him in Bangor after 
their wedding in 1935, by then also a teacher (subsequently 
teaching at BGS as well for a short period in 1949/50).

My sister Shirley came along in 1939, while I was born 
in 1941, would you believe during an air raid (having just 
evacuated our house a month earlier after a bomb landed 
in our back garden, miraculously exploding downwards 
into the earth rather than on the surface). After university 
my father obtained a teaching position at a small boarding 
school in Perth, Scotland. However he told me in later years 
that he had really wanted to become an architect but as the 
Great Depression took hold, and having a sister 14 years 

Michael Johnson

Tommy Johnson

Michael’s first year class at Bangor Grammar School pictured in 1952. 
Back (from left): Ian Adair, Michael Nixon, Francis Douthart, Howard 
Milhench, Greg Matthews, Hugh McCutcheon, John Freel, Kenneth 
Thompson, Terry Jackson, Robin Bowman, David Kirk, Winston Bell. 

Middle row: John Hambly, Maurice McKeown (son of Joe), David 
McLaughlin, Michael Rea (son of Henry), Alan McDade, Patrick Taylor, 

Hugh Bell, Robert Trimble, Terry Braid, Billy McMillan. Front: William 
McKelvey (?), Michael Johnson, Eric Cardy, Brian McCance, Brian 

Andrews and Thomas Leckey (?).

his junior, in addition to his parents, all very dependent on 
his earnings, teaching was the only position he was able to 
obtain.

Now set on his course, he looked for a more substantial 
position, applied for the Geography post at BGS and was 
accepted. Tommy quickly established a reputation for 
standing no nonsense, so amongst the boys, and indeed the 
staff, he was accorded the highest respect. He had played 
cricket and rugby at Durham and also became a playing 
member for a time at Bangor Rugby Club. At BGS he 
joined Mr R. E. Russell in running sports and cricket days 
and, as time went by, the cricket ground behind the school 
became his favourite domain (he really cherished that small 
plot of ground).

As has been described by previous contributors, Tommy’s 
favourite ploy (when pupils were playing cricket at lunch or 
breaktime) was to stroll up to the batting crease and place 
three pennies on the stumps as a challenge to the bowler of 
the day. A number of players walked away somewhat richer 

as he had perhaps coached them a little too well in the art!
As time went on at BGS, apart from teaching Geography 

(which was his great passion), he also taught Maths and, 
of course, sport. However, as the war lengthened, and 
after work on our house in Ashley Park was completed, 
he decided to join up. That was in 1941, soon after I was 
born. Tommy then spent four years in the RAF, initially at 
Ballyhalbert before being posted to Burma for the rest of 
the war, achieving the rank of Flight Lieutenant employed 
on operational research with South East Asia Command. 
Returning home in 1945, Tommy picked up the threads 
again at BGS. He continued his teaching, with me in tow, 
and of course many stories about him emerged over the 
years.

On one cold winter’s day his beloved cricket pitch 
(covered in snow) bore the outline of an unprintable swear 
word. Boys had urinated in turn on the snow throughout 
the night to write the message for the whole school to see 
when scholars arrived the following morning. To Tommy’s 
chagrin the perpetrators were never brought to heel! 
Another story involved myself, when (much to Tommy’s 
horror) in one annual Geography exam – he didn’t teach 
me but Mr McKittrick did – I finished bottom! It didn’t go 
down at all well in our household; as a consequence I had 
to spend countless nights slaving away at Geography books 
to ensure this was never repeated, which, thank Heaven, 
proved to be the case.

Over the years teachers came and went, but Les Hawtin, 
Joe McKeown, Ernie Browne and Henry Rea all became 

Members of the staff cricket team c. 1956. Back (from left): G. A. 
Jamison, Harry Eadie, Ernest Browne, Henry Rea, Donald Hayes. 
Front: Ivor Dougan, Joe McKeown, Jimmy Driscoll, W. T. W. Johnson, B. F. 
O’Donovan and S. B. Wright.

Tommy Johnson’s beloved cricket ground – this view barely changed 
between 1914, when Crosby House was built, and 1960, when work 
began on the first major extension.  
Picture by Dr E. M. Patterson (1932/38)

The family home at Ashley Park in Bangor

Tommy Johnson during his wartime service in Burma

Tommy and Mabel Johnson with children Shirley and Michael
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firm fixtures along with Tommy. Headmasters too 
moved on. Maurice Wilkins retired and was replaced by 
Englishman Col. William John Ricketts, who became great 
friends with my father. I well remember as a young boy 
a number of get-togethers with the Ricketts, which were 
always great fun wherever we went. After a number of years 
Col. Ricketts returned to England and in 1954 Randall 
Clarke was appointed the new head of BGS. Unfortunately 
a clash of personalities soon developed between Clarke and 
my father who, reluctantly, sought a teaching opportunity 
elsewhere, landing the deputy headmastership of Beretun 
Secondary Modern in South Humberside, Lincs. in 1957. 
He subsequently served as headmaster until his retirement 
in 1970. I had by this time emigrated to Australia.

The move from Bangor to England had been very 
disruptive for our whole family; for me (16 at the time) it 
meant a new school in an area which was rather rural and 
quiet and for a while proved quite unsettling. Our home 
was in Barton-upon-Humber where Tommy subsequently 
enjoyed gardening and recounting stories from his wartime 
adventures and his lengthy spell as a teacher at BGS. His 
love of gardening was clearly demonstrated by the fact that 
– as with his beloved BGS cricket pitch – all girlfriends 
visiting our home were kindly instructed to remove their 
high heels if walking on his lawn!

Regrettably, there was to be no quiet retirement for 
Tommy; within a month of settling down he had suffered 
his first coronary. While he and my mother made the long 
trip to see me and my family in Australia in 1973, it was clear 

The menu card from the November 1968 Old Boys’ Dinner, which 
Tommy Johnson attended as guest speaker – signed by the many past 

pupils and staff members who welcomed him back to Bangor

he was not a well man, with further heart attacks sapping 
his energy and vitality. Tommy unfortunately passed away 
in 1981, having been fitted with a pacemaker, which only 
eased his discomfort for a short while. My father relished 
his days at BGS and was genuinely overwhelmed by the 
number of ex-pupils who took the trouble to contact him 
in later life to praise his teaching capabilities and the many 
successes he had achieved at the school.

His return as guest of honour at the Old Boys’Association 
Dinner in November 1968 filled him with pride as 
numerous past pupils were there to welcome him and enjoy 
his reminiscences. He often spoke fondly of the many boys 
he had taught and observed how they had gone on to do 
so well throughout the world. I believe he felt he had made 
a small contribution to the enhancement of the lives of 
many of his pupils and that fact gave him a great deal of 
satisfaction. He really loved Bangor Grammar School.

Our fathers both served with the RAF in Burma

While I was aware of Michael’s late father from previous Grammarian articles 
and archive photographs, Michael and I had never met and indeed we were 
not known to each other. We first made contact by email late last year, when, 
having drawn my attention to his father’s misspelt surname (Johnston) in the 
2018 magazine, he kindly agreed to write for this edition. It was only when I 
read his first draft in late May that a series of remarkable coincidences began 
to emerge.

On learning that ‘WTW’ had commenced his teaching career at Bangor 
Grammar School in 1931, I suspected (and voiced the view to Michael) that my own late father, Hugh, might have been 
one of his pupils. He had attended the school between 1934 and 1939 before going on to join the RAF at 18 after a short 
spell with a Belfast insurance company.

Michael’s article indicated that ‘WTW’, by then in his mid-
30s, had stepped down from his teaching position in 1941 to 
also join the RAF. He was subsequently posted to Burma to 
carry out operational research work with South East Asia 
Command, achieving the rank of Flight Lieutenant.

My father, who lost his two older brothers, Eric and Geoffrey 
(both RAF pilots) in 1941 and 1944 respectively, was also 
posted to Burma, where he worked with an aircraft repair 
crew in very hostile territory, attaining the rank of Flight 
Sergeant.

Both men returned to Bangor after the war, with ‘WTW’ 
resuming his teaching career at College Avenue and my 
father, having taken advantage of the offer of free university 
education for young ex-Servicemen, going on to become 
a barrister and, in 1967, a Queen’s Counsel. That their 
paths crossed in later years is beyond doubt – my father’s 
instantly recognisable signature appears on the Old Boys’ 

Dinner menu that features in this article. He was there to share the company of fellow past pupils and to hear the guest 
speaker, former teacher Tommy ‘WTW’ Johnson.  

Also the accompanying 1939 cricket 1st XI picture emerged as work on this magazine neared completion – the only 
one in the entire Bangor Grammar School archive to feature my father and Michael’s father – pupil and teacher, fellow 
members of the RAF in Burma during the Second World War, and fellow diners at the Old Boys’ Dinner in November 
1968. 

TERENCE BOWMAN, editor of the Grammarian and chairman of Bangor Grammarians

Flight Lieutenant 

Tommy Johnson
Flight Sergeant Hugh 

Bowman

Members of the Bangor Grammar School cricket 1st XI posed for 
this picture just months before the outbreak of the Second World 
War. It is the only one in the entire BGS archive to feature Tommy 
Johnson and Hugh Bowman. Back (from left): Mr W. T. W. Johnson, 
R. L. Redman, D. Geary, Mr M. Wilkins (Headmaster), R. C. Howell, S. 
C. Cumming, Mr J. M. Rawlings. Middle: M. McK. Shaw, H. H. Greer, L. 
R. Pedlow (captain), M. E. Young, T. T. Handforth. Front: H. Bowman 
and W. W. Miller.

A welcome extra hour for the Edinburgh Dinner!
The Edinburgh Dinner, for the second year running, 

was held on 27 October in the salubrious surroundings of 
the Royal Scots Club at Abercromby Place. Sincere thanks 
go to Ivan Warwick for organising the venue; also to the 
powers-that-be for ensuring the dinner coincided with the 
arrival of Greenwich Mean Time – that extra hour ensured 
it was a long night!

The date and venue for the 2019 Edinburgh Dinner were 
unconfirmed at the time of going to press.

Attendees at the 2019 Edinburgh Dinner included (back, from left): Mark 
Galloway, Terence Bowman (Grammarians chairman), Chris Boston, 
Geoffrey Miller, Patrick Miller, Neil Johnston. Front: Joseph Butler-Sloss and 
Ivan Warwick.. 
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Michael Cameron attended Bangor Grammar School from 1976/81. 
On leaving school he began a lengthy career in the Northern 
Ireland Civil Service and the Northern Ireland Office where he 
served as a Private Secretary and Policy Adviser to Secretaries 
of State Paul Murphy, Peter Hain, Shaun Woodward and Teresa 
Villiers, amongst others. Michael left the Civil Service in 2015 on 
health grounds and began to write, initially as a hobby. He has 
now achieved success as a playwright with his debut play Ruby! 
premiering at Belfast’s Lyric Theatre in February 2019.

When you get to a certain age, 
I think we all get a little reflective, 
more nostalgic perhaps? Who 
knows why, maybe it’s because 
many of the people from our 
past aren’t around any more, or 
the modern world seems a little 
too fast and pressurised and we 
pine for those long-past days 
and endless summers of a much 
simpler time. I’ve certainly been 
in that mood of late, the loss of 
my father and my sister in recent 
years and being diagnosed with a 

debilitating neurological condition myself, have all caused 
me to spend much time in contemplation of my life to date.

Having spent the first few years of my life at Strandburn 
Drive in East Belfast, my parents decided to move to 
Bangor in the late 1960s. We lived in Kilcooley and I grew 
up surrounded by wonderful friends and neighbours. I 
attended Kilcooley PS and to the amazement of almost 
all my family I passed the 11-Plus and was on my way to 
Bangor Grammar School.

I still remember spending a day in floods of tears at the 
realisation that almost all my friends would be heading to 
a different school. I was genuinely upset and if I’m honest, 
that feeling of loneliness and awkwardness stayed with 
me for some time. Almost immediately I found myself 
struggling with the teaching methods of those times, which 
I would describe as ‘men in gowns standing and talking at 
you, and if you got it, great, and if you didn’t, well, tough’.

My exam results were awful and I began to dread every 
minute in the classroom. By fourth year I’d decided I was 
wasting everyone’s time and found that sitting in the local 
woods for a few hours was a much more appealing way of 
spending the day, even in winter. On days when I got bored 
in the forest I would walk to Newtownards for a change of 
scenery. I remember one day, as I strolled alongside the dual 
carriageway, Jack Murphy slowing down and giving me a 
wave as he drove to school in the opposite direction!

I occasionally took time off from the forest and turned 

up in school to see what was happening. Not much, no one 
seemed to notice that I hadn’t been there! The only class I 
really enjoyed, and I use that term 
loosely, was English with Jack 
Murphy and Robert Stevenson, 
particularly if the lesson involved 
writing essays. On a good day I 
could easily achieve 50% in a test, 
a fairly wondrous mark for me 
at the time! Eventually O-Levels 
came around and I made sure I 
spent at least half an hour revising 
before each exam. The results were 
predictable. I remember walking 
into school to collect my results 
slip from the office. Mr Wilson 
took one look and handed the 
paper to me with a sigh. I was 
out and would not be troubling the staff at Bailie’s uniform 
suppliers any further.

My life in Bangor Grammar School had come to an end, 
thank God! I still live in hope that some day, alongside the 
portraits of those who enjoyed distinguished school and 
post-school achievements, there will be a gallery of those 
who passed through the corridors and achieved bu**er all. I 
feel assured that at last, I will be recognised!

And yet, as the years flew by at an alarming rate, I would 
find that I would return to the school and that a dose of 
perspective, coupled with meeting old friends, would 
allow me to revise my opinions. I would never truly regard 
the school as representing my happiest days but I would 
come to learn there had been some good friends and funny 
moments.

I would eventually take my two O-Levels and join the 
Civil Service. Car sharing was a thing and a lovely chap 
called Norman Irwin, still involved with this publication 
I notice, became a travelling friend. Continuing my long 
run of non-achievement, I rarely troubled the Civil Service 
promotion lists until one day I landed a job working for the 
Head of the Civil Service at the time, Sir Gerry Loughran. 
This began a very happy run of ‘political’ jobs for me, 
including working as assistants to Mark Durkan as Deputy 
First Minister, Paul Murphy and Peter Hain as Secretaries 
of State, and finishing off as a Political Liaison Officer in 
the Northern Ireland Office, providing advice, policy and 
speeches to various government ministers.

I had a very pleasant day out with Peter Hain on a visit to 
Bangor Grammar School around 2005 and truth be told I 
found it lovely to be back. It bore little or no semblance to 
the school I remembered and it probably helped that it was 

From ‘walk of shame’ to accompanying the  
Secretary of State to BGS and Ruby! at the 
Lyric Theatre

Michael Cameron

Michael Cameron 
aged 11 – ‘lonely and 
awkward’

Influential English teacher 
(and passing motorist) 

Jack Murphy

When (Grammarian editor) Terence Bowman asked me 
to write an article for the magazine he kindly sent me some 
copies of previous 
editions as 
reference material. 
It’s actually been 
a joy to look back 
at faces from the 
past and to read 
their own stories. 
A few years ago, 
thanks to social 
media, I became 
friends all over 
again with some of my classmates and it’s been brilliant! 
They call themselves the Class of ‘83, a tad unfair on those 
of us who did the walk of shame in 1981, but fair enough I 
guess! So thanks to Stephen Roycroft, Michael Hoey, Glenn 
Cairns, Richard McKnight, Stephen Burns, Ian Dornan, 
Russell Moore, Paul Stewart, Gary McMahon and others... 
we’ve had some great nights out and shared our memories 
of Bangor Grammar School and it’s done me the world of 
good.

the first time I had entered the building without feeling a 
complete failure.

My career in the Civil Service came to an end in 2015 
when I developed a neurological disorder, similar to a 
mild form of Parkinson’s. Having had a very enjoyable 
and extremely busy job, I found it very difficult to come 
to terms with sitting at home on my own. I began to write 
short stories and a blog and soon started meeting other 
writers and creatives.

A chance meeting with Northern Irish theatrical legend 
Sam McCready literally changed my life. I told him I was 
writing a short story about Ruby Murray. He read it and 

suggested I write it as a 
play, which I did. Ruby! 
premiered at the Lyric 
Theatre in February 2019 
and thankfully was very 
well received by audiences 
and critics. It will return 
to the Lyric next year and 
will tour widely. I’m now 
working on some new 
plays and am delighted 
to have received my first 
commission as a playwright 
to produce a piece to mark 
the centenary of the birth 
of Armagh writer John 
O’Connor. By the time 
you read this Ruby! will 
have been performed as 
part of the Open House 
Festival in Bangor, 
which in a sense brings 
everything full circle. 
Maybe I can have a blue 
blazer for Drama now!

Michael Cameron (second from right) with members of the Class of 
’83 at Fealty’s during the summer of 2017. From left: Ian Dornan, Paul 
Stewart, Stephen Burns, Stephen Roycroft, Michael Hoey, Stephen 
Flanagan, Gary McMahon and Richard McKnight

Playwright Michael Cameron at 
the Lyric Theatre in February 2019

Michael Cameron with cast and 
crew from Ruby! at the Lyric 
Theatre in February 2019

Michael pictured with children Jack, 
Courtney and Conor in summer 2018

Boxing Day hockey success for Old Boys

On an unseasonably mild Boxing Day morning (2018), these Bangor 
Grammar School Old Boys played in the annual hockey fixture against 

the BGS 2nd XI. The Old Boys, boasting a strong line-up with a bevy 
of replacements to boot, won 4-2. To read past pupil George Wilson’s 

full report, published after the match, please visit our website or 
Facebook page. The BGS pitches at Gransha Road will again be the 

venue on Thursday 26 December 2019 – it’s the perfect remedy for any 
Christmas Day excesses!

Grammarians Golf Day

The 2018 Grammarians Golf Day took place on Friday 14 September 
2018 at Bangor Golf Club. Around 30 golfers played for the Ritchie 
McKee trophy, which has been contested by Grammarians since 1950. 
The day belonged to Geoffrey Henderson (pictured collecting the 
trophy from event organiser and past Grammarians chairman Paul 
Weir), who posted an excellent score of 42 points – following in the 
footsteps of his late father (also Geoffrey) who, as legend has it, also 
won the trophy.
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From filing cheques in a Belfast bank to 
drilling for oil and gas in Australia

Laurence Oettinger

Laurence Oettinger, who attended Bangor Grammar School from 
1963/70, was born in England, arriving in the town after his father 
Cyril took on a senior role with Oneida Silversmiths. Unimpressed 
by post-school work in banking and sales, Laurence emigrated to 
Australia where he travelled extensively before embarking on a 
hectic 15-year career in the oil drilling industry, including a stint in 
New Zealand. For the past 25 years he has been involved in the 
slightly more sedate telecommunications industry.

My journey to Bangor started 
when my father became one of 
the founding directors of Oneida 
Silversmiths. The company was 
born in 1959 in a rented office 
over a retail shop on Main Street. 
In the summer of 1960 the family 
packed up, left England and 
moved to Bangor, first renting a 
house in Sheridan Drive and then 
establishing their home at Moira 
Drive overlooking Ward Park. The 
Oneida offices and factory were 
built on the Bloomfield Road, 

eventually employing many local residents.
My introduction to schooling was at Ballyholme 

Primary, led at the time by Headmistress Miss Martin, a 
rather stern and imposing teacher. From there it was on 
to Bangor Grammar School, under Headmaster Randall 
Clarke, witnessing, during my time there, the capture of 
the Medallion Shield (1966) and the Schools’ Cup (1969), 
the latter for the first time in its history.

After leaving school I joined the First National City 
Bank of New York in the centre of Belfast. I was to learn 
very early on in my banking career that counting money 
and filing cheques did not rate highly as an occupation. I 

moved back to England in 1971 and again found myself in 
banking before moving on to sales, which was much more 
enjoyable as I was out and about and meeting new clients.

Wanderlust took over and I boarded a Boeing 747, waved 
goodbye to my parents, and landed many hours later in 
Melbourne, Australia. Most young people just move out 
and live relatively close by; not me, I landed 16,500km 
away on the other side of the globe!

I took various jobs in a manufacturing business, at one 
stage working as leading hand on a production line making 
steel railway sleepers for the line between Adelaide and 
Darwin. No more banks or offices for me! From there I 
packed my kit and hitched from Melbourne to Perth in 
Western Australia, a journey of some 3,500km. I met some 
interesting characters along the way, from truck drivers 
hauling massive rigs – known as road trains – that were 
65m long with four trailers behind the prime mover, to 
the surfers who were heading to the west and the golden 
beaches by the Indian Ocean.

I heard they were drilling for oil in the Great Sandy Desert 
and, fascinated by machinery and the challenge, I arrived at 
an office of the Oil Drilling & Exploration company. Much 
to my relief and surprise, as I had no previous experience, I 
was hired as a roustabout or general hand. Two days later I 
was on a chartered aircraft heading to the ‘Outback’ and so 
began a 15-year-long stint drilling for oil and gas.

My first rig was on the fringe of the desert where crews 
worked in temperatures that reached 45 degrees (Celsius) 
during the day and would drop to a chillier 15 degrees at 
night. From general hand to roughneck on the drill floor, 
I was involved in moving the drill pipe around – that 
included pulling everything out of the well, replacing the 
drill bit and then running everything back into the well. 
It was dangerous work at the best of times; I lost a few 
fingernails that were in the wrong place at the wrong time!

From the desert to the ocean
The next rig for me was a drill ship off the coast of 

Western Australia, which also marked my first ride on a 
helicopter – a Bell Iroquois (used as gunships, troop carriers 
and for medivac purposes during the Vietnam War). How 
exhilarating it was flying out over the ocean and then 
landing on the helipad of a drill ship! By then well blooded 
as a roughneck, my work was on the rig floor of a ship 
rolling around in the swell. That certainly added an extra 
element of danger, not to mention a keen awareness of what 
was happening around you, working with other members 
of the crew. The work was in rotation, spending two weeks 
on the rig and two weeks off. That heady lifestyle gave me 
plenty of time for exploring and visiting some of the best 
beaches in the world.

Sixth Former Laurence 
Oettinger

Laurence Oettinger was a member of the Medallion squad in 1966/67. 
Pictured with Headmaster Randall Clarke and coaches Maurice 
McCord and Victor Christie, are (back, from third left): M. Corbett, A. 
Henderson, J. Nelson, R. Page, B. Johnston, W. Stevenson, K. Kitson, P. 
Donaghy. Middle row: W. McKee, A. Williamson, W. Farey, L. Oettinger, 
J. Young, K. Weatherup, D. Gillespie, P. McCreadie, D. Emerson. Front: O. 
Swain and A. Sloan.

I found the drilling fluid (part of the drilling process) 
intriguing and after talking with the drilling fluid engineer, 
I decided that would be my next career step. By then I 
had been working for 18 months as part of a drilling crew, 
learning everything I could, and thus I began applying 
to American company Dresser Industries for a job. After 
months of approaching them every time I was in town, 
they finally realised I was serious. I was sponsored to go to 
Houston, Texas – mecca of all things oilfield – for training. 
This resulted in a Diploma of Drilling Fluid Engineering.

Back to Perth and then offshore with an experienced 
engineer as my mentor, I soon reached the day that would 
see me going to my first rig solo. It was 1974 and it was 
sink or swim time. The rig was in the Arafura Sea, 200km 
offshore from Darwin, and I survived the experience. That 
Christmas, however, as I was preparing to fly out to the rig, 
Cyclone Tracey struck. The destructive force of a storm cell 
packing 280kph winds levelled the city. It blew in and I was 
blown out of my second floor apartment!

Days later, with the helicopter sitting damaged at Darwin 
Airport, I boarded a supply ship and we steamed out to 
the rig. We were lifted off the back of the ship in a crew 
basket and hoisted some 40m onto the helipad of the semi-
submersible rig. Fortunately we did not do that too often as 
the stricken helicopter was soon repaired.

From Darwin I moved on to New Zealand, drilling 
offshore from both islands and flying in big, small, 
insanely fast and lumbering giants of helicopters. While in 
New Zealand the flying bug got to me and I gained my 
private pilot’s licence, flying over what the locals called 

“God’s Country”. What a 
magnificent country it was 
– and to see the All Blacks 
play on their home ground 
was simply incredible. 
Fishing and hunting were 
an added bonus. Over the 
following years, working 
both offshore and on land, 
I returned to Perth, moved 
back to Melbourne, 
and then worked in 
Queensland and some areas of south-east Asia. 

The industry suffered a major downturn in the mid-
Eighties, when the price of oil fell dramatically due to 
political influence from the Middle East and the world 
market being flooded with excess oil. From there lady luck 
played her hand and I stumbled into telecommunications 
through a friend who made the introductions. Over the 
past 25 years I have been involved in fixed line, mobile and 
satellite phones, data solutions, fitting out hospitals with 
communication upgrades and now deploying fibre optic 
networks in new housing estates as we consign copper 
telephone lines to history. Not as exciting as my oilfield 
days flying over oceans and mountains to get to the next 
location, but fulfilling nevertheless. 

Thank you for asking me to share my journey thus far. 
I look forward to next year’s 50th anniversary of leaving 
Bangor Grammar School, when I will return to Bangor and 
catch up with fellow Grammarians.

Laurence Oettinger
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BOOK NOW 028 9145 1100
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KIDS EAT FREE  T&CS APPLY

Sundayar�ry
1 COURSE £12.95
2 COURSE £14.95
3 COURSE £16.95

c12pm - 3pm

The Class of 2018

Jamie Stewart

Jamie Stewart, who served as Head Boy during the academic year 
2017/18, attended Connor House and Bangor Grammar School 
from 2004/18. He is currently studying Law at Queen’s University 
Belfast. Football has always featured prominently in Jamie’s life; 
he was a member of the pioneering school team that reached the 
BDASFA Cup final in 2018. He has continued to play football and is 
now coaching alongside his studies and part-time job.

It was a strange feeling when September 2018 rolled 
around and instead of heading back to Bangor Grammar 
School my fellow peers and I were embarking on the next 
chapter in our lives. Whilst a year has already passed, it 
doesn’t seem so long ago that all the boys were enjoying 
banter in the Sixth Form Common Room. Preparing this 
article has brought back a lot of fond memories which I will 
not go into, but as old boys of the school I’m sure you can 
imagine exactly what went on!

Currently I am studying Law at Queen’s University 
Belfast; the past year proved to be challenging but 
enjoyable, tackling different areas of the subject. Class of 
2018 members Tony Conn, Andrew Pyper, Ross Martin 
and Matthew Torrens are also pursuing their legal studies at 
Queen’s and it has been a pleasure to have fellow old boys 
alongside me on my course and sharing the odd pint or two 
with me at the student bar.

Over the course of the year I have had the opportunity 
to catch up with many of my classmates. Class of 2018 
members have engaged themselves in a wide range of 
interests, both here in Northern Ireland and further 
afield. Given this globalisation of the year group, it would 
be impossible to note what everyone has been up to but 
hopefully this will give you a taster.

Our year group consistently boasted impressive academic 
results, as demonstrated by Matthew Quinn, Adam 
McConnell and Carl Rodgers, who are now studying 
Medicine at Leicester, Queen’s University Belfast and 
King’s College London respectively. Outside the world of 
academia, many boys have successfully entered the world of 
work and have established themselves in a variety of fields. 
Zach Fitzgerald has started his own art business specialising 
in portraits and animal portraits, whilst several boys have 

joined the police. 
Elsewhere, Cole Magee 
has been travelling 
the globe, spending 
time in Mallorca, 
the Philippines and 
Australia learning the 
different cultures.

As a year group we 
enjoyed our fair share 
of sporting success 
last year. Notably the 
hockey 1st XI won the 

Burney Plate, while 
the football 1st XI 
made school history by 
reaching the final of the 
BDASFA Cup – not bad 
for a rugby school! The 
boys have carried this 
success with them, with 
many representing their 
university’s first team in 
their respective sports. 
Zach Kerr, captain of 
the rugby team whilst 
at BGS, has spent his year at the Bay of Plenty in New 
Zealand, playing rugby for the Tauranga Sports Premier 1st 
XV. I am sure you will agree it’s great to see that the blue 
and gold BGS colours have followed Zach to New Zealand! 
In addition, Tom Mathieson made his Irish League debut 
for Crusaders, while Matthew Armstrong-Sanchez is set to 
umpire a number of international hockey matches over in 
England, involving England, Scotland, Wales and Ulster.

True to the BGS tradition, a number of boys have enjoyed 
continued success in drama and theatre productions. Conor 
Johnston and Daniel McCreanor have completed their first 
year BA in Acting at the Liverpool Institute for Performing 
Arts, as well as undertaking several roles in plays outside 
the course. Daniel has also conducted a number of stand-
up and improvised comedy shows and is in the process of 
producing his first play.

This year I have 
really felt the sense of 
community and identity 
among old boys of the 
school. Despite our 
year group setting off 
on different journeys, 
when we have met up it 
has always been a great 
occasion and it is as if no 
time has passed. It is an 
honour to be a part of the 
Class of 2018 and I wish 
my peers all the best in 
their future endeavours. Floreat Bangoria! VLBGS!

Class of 2018 members (back, from 
left): Reuben McKeown, Jamie 

Stewart, Kai McPeak, Conor Cox. 
Front: Mark Stoops, Matthew Rice 

and Jonny Gamble.

Zach Kerr in action for the Tauranga 
Sports Premier 1st XV

Cole Magee has been learning 
about different cultures

Grammarians AGM

A good attendance is anticipated for the annual 
general meeting of Bangor Grammarians on Monday 
2 December (6.30pm) at the School. New committee 
members will be made very welcome. For updates on 
this and other events, please visit www.grammarians.
co.uk or the Bangor Grammarians Facebook page.
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service that
speaks for itself!

We Are One Of The Leading Commercial & Personal Insurance Brokers
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RATING OVER

Bangor Grammarians’ 34th annual London Dinner was held in the history-steeped Carlton Club near St James’s Palace 
on Friday 22 March 2019, with more than 60 years separating the youngest and oldest attendees.

Dr Stephen Montgomery, who was commended by one and all for his organisational endeavours, introduced Principal 
Elizabeth Huddleson, Grammarians chairman Terence Bowman and newly-elected Board of Governors chairman Billy 
McCoubrey, who had all travelled over from Northern Ireland.

He extended best wishes to John Adrain, Brian Thompson, Allan Smith and Michael Robinson, who, for one reason or 
another, were all late withdrawals. He also expressed sympathy to the wife and family circle of former Headmaster Tom 
Patton who passed away in September 2018. There was obvious shock among those past pupils who had not been aware of 
the death of Mr Patton, a regular London Dinner attendee over many years.

Following Grace by past organiser Mike McConnell everyone enjoyed a sumptuous meal of potted pork belly, roasted rack 
and slow braised shank of lamb, and concluding with a tangy lemon posset.

Mrs Huddleson delivered an upbeat address on the past year at Bangor Grammar School, illustrated by a copious selection 
of photographs projected on a screen, but she also stressed that budgetary concerns were continuing to impact on many 
areas of school life.

Grammarians chairman Terence Bowman, in proposing the toast to the School, singled out Dinner attendees Michael 
Rea and Mark Hutchinson, who both featured on the recently unveiled Sporting Wall of Fame. Responding to the toast, 
Board of Governors chairman Billy McCoubrey spoke of the vital role past pupils could play to ensure BGS maintained 
its important position within the Northern Ireland schools structure. He indicated that an updated announcement on the 
Alumni Project was imminent.

Following the singing of The School Song with typical gusto, the conversation flowed amongst young and old alike until 
late in the night. There are few better opportunities for past pupils, who live away from Bangor, to meet in a relaxed and 
convivial atmosphere and to chat about old and current times. It would be well worth marking the date for the 2020 London 
Dinner in your diaries – Friday 20 March, once again at the Carlton Club.

Prestigious venue for 
annual London Dinner

Principal Elizabeth Huddleson, Ross Jones 
and Maurice Hamilton

Joseph Butler-Sloss and Robin Anderson

Michael Rea and Stephen Montgomery

Mike McConnell, Billy McCoubrey and Sean 
Curran

Peter Watson and William Glover

Sean Curran and Gavin Best
Dinner organiser Stephen Montgomery and 

Gavin Adair
Stuart Ritchie and Principal Elizabeth 

Huddleson

Mike McConnell and David Roulston
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The Apology

Barry McClelland

After leaving Bangor Grammar School (1964/71), Barry worked for 
the Bank of Ireland for one year, before attending Bath University 
where he obtained two degrees over a five-year period. After this 
he studied in Dudley (West Midlands) for a year to obtain his Post 
Graduate Teaching Certificate. He taught Economics in Sutton 
Coldfield for one year, then moved to Manchester where he taught 
Economics, together with Accounting, Commerce, Business Studies 
and even the most basic of Geography, for 13 years. During this 
time he obtained another degree, by secondment, in Education. A 
move followed to the south coast of England, to St. Leonards on 
Sea, where he taught Economics, Business Studies and Accounting 
for a further 10 years, before finishing his career in the village of 
Mayfield, near Tunbridge Wells, teaching Economics and Business 
Studies for a decade. Barry still lives in St. Leonards on Sea.

It was fifty years ago. Fifty 
long years; seemingly gone in 
the twinkling of an eye. The 
summer of ‘69. The first steps 
taken, by man, on the moon; 
that giant leap for mankind. The 
Beatles had long since become 
tired of the fame and adulation; 
George Best would follow suit 
in the coming years. In just over 
a year we would see the death 
throes of pounds, shillings and 
pence; cherished coinage cast 
into the dustbin of history. The 

Woodstock rock festival in New York State; Jimi Hendrix’s 
crazed rendition of ‘The Star Spangled Banner’.

I had just sat my O-Levels and was working on Ballyholme 
beach hiring out deck chairs for a tanner a time (six old 
pence or two and a half new pence). For this I was paid the 
handsome wage of £5 for a six-day week.

At Bangor Grammar School over the previous five years 
(with two more to come), I had been taught by some of 
the keenest minds that academia in Northern Ireland 

could offer. There was the flair, wit and rebellion of Mr 
Teasey who, sadly, would only teach me for one year before 
leaving to be replaced by Mr Murphy, whose prowess and 
power with language and linguistics would inspire that 
proud tradition of the Irish wordsmith, in both prose and 
verse. There was Mr Rea, venerable teacher of German, 
the repartee and quip readily to hand, who possessed the 
most concise method of marking homework that I would 
ever experience. It comprised a cursory glance through 
a presentation that may have taken hours to write, to be 
followed by the tick of red ballpoint at the end; my kind of 
homework marker.

There was Mr Smyth, hockey coach extraordinaire and 
the finest of Geography teachers who was willing to go that 
extra mile, and much more besides, when I was in need of 
help and support a couple of years later. A future willing ally 
in the Geography Department would be Mr Cameron, who 
was on his first foray into teaching and was blessed with an 
almost naive enthusiasm for the subject. Across the way, in 
the History Department, was Mr Bonar, whose passion for 
the subject was almost noble and certainly inspired myself, 
for one, in the subject.

I do apologise if my choice of teachers seems somewhat 
biased towards the arts and humanities side of affairs, but I 
have to admit the sciences gave me up at an early stage and 
so, while I am more than sure there were many wonderful 
characters teaching this vital range of subjects during my 
time at the school, sadly my lack of scientific nous meant I 
soon left their orbit.

However, there remains one teacher in particular I would 
wish to focus upon. In the history of Bangor Grammar 
School this gentleman would hardly warrant even the 
briefest of footnotes. He was only at the school for a couple 
of years, yet as the years of my existence have moved 
relentlessly forward, I have come to appreciate the subtle 

Barry McClelland at 
Bangor Grammar School

Members of the school athletics team with staff members George 
Heuston (left), Jimmy Welch (back, right) and Wesley Eaton (front, 

right), along with Headmaster Randall Clarke. Back (from left): K. 
Weatherup, D. McQuillan, B. Farthing, A. Swenarton, W. McCready, C. 

Millar, J. McDowell, V. Swain. Second row: J. Hinds, W. Farey, P. McDowell, 
S. Kyle, J. Johnston, R. Whiteford, K. Platts, R. Hamilton, M. Wells, H. 

McComb. Third row: G. Sloan, C. Quin, D. Lightbody, R. Muldoon, B. 
Johnston, H. McClenahan, R. Parker, D. Emerson, D. Mitchell. Front: B. 

Kearney, D. Sim, A. Mitchell and A. Robinson.

Barry was a member of the school hockey team in 1970/71, pictured 
here with Headmaster Randall Clarke and coach John Smyth. Back 
(from left): H. Foye, M. Ferguson, P. Watson, D. McQuillan, N. Irwin, D. 
McKee. Front: B. McClelland, A. Honeyford, R. Parker, P. Dornan and B. 
Mumford.

effect he had on my life, 
in terms of career choice 
and opportunity. Sadly 
I, like most of my 
contemporaries, took this 
gentleman for granted. 
More than this, in fact, 
we made his life at the 
school an absolute misery. 
Yet he never shirked his 
responsibilities; quite 
the opposite in fact. He 
met them head on and 
continually battled to do 
the best for us, despite our 
teenage puerility.

Wesley Eaton may have been small of stature, something 
which would not have helped in his attempts to control 
the baying masses set in front of him, but he was big of 
heart. I remember that at the end of my fourth year at the 
school, half way through the O-Level courses, most of the 
teachers who had taught my class gave up on us; one year 
of teaching 4S was quite enough. One would have forgiven 
Mr Eaton for taking the same evasive action. But no, he 
returned for that second year, despite the fact he knew we 
would continue to be the bane of his life. But the simple 
fact was this, Mr Eaton was one helluva teacher, given half 
a chance.

I remember reaching the month of May in my fifth year 
and suddenly starting to panic with the thought I was going 
to fail my Maths. Something radical had to happen; I was 
equally suddenly confronted by a bout of maturity. For the 
final three weeks of the course, before we broke up for the 

exams, I growled and glared at anybody in Mr Eaton’s class 
who so much as breathed too loudly and, fair play to the 
rest of the pupils, they took this on board and we were able 
to spend three weeks getting through solid Mathematics 
revision. We worked through past papers by the score, 
with Mr Eaton on hand to smooth out those wrinkles of 
difficult question and issue as they arose. And Mr Eaton 
came through for us; boy, did he come through!

Come August 1969 and the publication of the results. I 
exceeded even my best hopes and Mathematics provided 
me with my highest grade. I honestly believe those final 
three weeks, together with 
the provision through the two 
years from Mr Eaton, were 
pivotal in the whole exercise.

For many years since then I 
have often wished I’d had the 
courage, dignity and simple 
decency to write a letter of 
thanks, taken it into Mrs 
Sangster and asked her to post 
it to Mr Eaton. So this may 
come some 50 years too late; I 
doubt whether, for one reason 
or another, Mr Eaton will ever 
get to read this account. But 
what I want to say now is: thank you Mr Eaton for all your 
efforts. You would have been a wonderful, inspirational 
teacher, given but half a chance by us acne-fuelled 
adolescent know-it-alls. Perhaps you did manage to become 
that lexicon of mathematical learning in your next post.

I truly hope so.

Barry McClelland as a young 
teacher

Barry McClelland today
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Past pupil Gareth Irvine Opens New Distillery in Donaghadee
Book Your Tour!

To signal the start of their 125-year lease, Copeland has created The 125 Whiskey Cask Reserve, offering
individuals and syndicates the opportunity to invest in their own cask of whiskey and in return to become

lifetime members of the distillery. With just 125 casks available, and a strong demand already to become
part of this growing history, we would urge any whiskey fanatics to strike while the iron is hot.

 
 

Discover more about how you could become part of our history and gain ownership of your own cask of
whiskey via: https://copelanddistillery.com/the125

 
Past pupil Gareth Irvine, who in recent years has become well known across the province as one of
Northern Ireland’s most innovative and thriving young entrepreneurs, is now the leading man behind The
Copeland Distillery.
 

Gareth (pictured at The Copeland Distillery)
attended Bangor Grammar School from First
Form right up to his A-Levels, before
continuing his studies at Ulster University,
where his idea to make gin was conceived.
Over the past two years Gareth has grown a
one-man ‘gin infusion’ idea into a fully
functioning distillery that specialises in the
making of gin and whiskey.

visitor centre offering an opportunity to experience distillery life on a guided tasting tour.  Indeed, a tour at
The Copeland Distillery will take you on a journey of discovery through the decades of events that have led
to the creation of their coastal spirits. Shaped by tales of smugglers and savage ocean battles, history will
unfold before your eyes – all whilst enjoying samples of their portfolio of spirits!

For more information and to make a booking visit www.copelanddistillery.com
(Tours last approx. one hour, over-18s only)

 
One of Ireland’s newest distilleries, it is set to open in August 2019 at Donaghadee, County Down. Local
man, past pupil and Copeland Distillery founder, Gareth said: “It has been my ambition since day one to
start distilling spirits here in Donaghadee. It’s just a stone’s throw away from my home in Bangor and it’s
where I spent the majority of my childhood. This place holds a lot of meaning to me and the brand, and it is
incredibly exciting to have built a business on home soil.”
 

Aside from the distilling of spirits, Copeland has
also witnessed the construction of a bespoke 

·      *Grammarian advertorial special* Advertorial
Olympic Gold Medallist is guest of honour at 

Bangor Dinner

The 89th annual Bangor Grammar School Old Boys’ 
dinner was held on Friday 9 November 2018 at the 
Marine Court Hotel. Despite atrocious weather conditions 
throughout the day, the attendance figure was one of the 
best in recent years.

There was a tie between the Classes of 1951 and 1975, 
each attracting 16 members, but honours went to the former, 
given the school had a much smaller student population 
in the post-war years. Other well-represented year groups 
included 1969, 1978 (with all but one of the team that won 
that year’s Belfast and Northern Ireland Junior Chamber 
of Commerce Debating Competition in attendance), and 
1983.

It was particularly pleasing to see no fewer than eight past 
members of staff present, all receiving loud cheers when their 
names were called out by Grammarians chairman Terence 
Bowman. Headed by former Vice-Principal Bertie Styles, a pupil at the school 
from 1947/52, the others were Irwin Bonar, Maurice McCord, Bob McIlroy, 
John Smyth, Errol Steele, Barry Greenaway and Chris Harte.

Current Vice-Principal Stephen Gilmore, standing in for Principal Elizabeth 
Huddleson, was accompanied by Head Boy Archie Arran, Captain of Rugby 
Rhys Larmour, and Co-Captains of Hockey Ryan Lyall and Cody Walker.

The chairman, in his speech of welcome, said a highlight during his first year 
in office was the unveiling of the Sporting Wall of Fame that March. He was 
delighted that three of the school’s sporting greats, Olympic rower David Gray, 
Irish rugby international David Morrow and Olympic Gold Medallist Stephen 
Martin MBE, were present at the dinner.

Indeed, Stephen, who secured his coveted medal as a member of the all-
conquering Great Britain men’s hockey team at the Seoul Games in 1988 (along with a Bronze in 1984), was the guest 
speaker. His illustrated address, which was both inspirational and informative, took his audience back to his earliest sporting 
days at Bangor Grammar School, then to his medal successes in successive Olympic Games, through to the present day.

Guest speaker at the 2019 Dinner (Friday 8 November at the Marine Court Hotel) will be Gareth Irvine, founder of 
Copeland Spirits. A booking form is included with this magazine.

Brothers Basil, Richard and James O’Fee

Class of 1978 members (from left): Geoffrey 
Miller, Johnnie Rea, David Rhodes, Jonathan 

Bayly and Ian McDonald

Members of the Class of 1951. Back (from left):  Jack Thompson, 
Stanley McCormick, Pat Hayes, Derek Gorman, Ronnie Drury, Jim 

Scott, Jim Claney, Billy Martin, John Hamilton. Front: Maurice Watson, 
Frank Shane, Raymond Boyd, Jim McLaughlin, Peter Radcliffe and Ben 

Livingston. Missing from picture: Wesley Allen.

Former staff members (from left): Barry 
Greenaway, Chris Harte, Errol Steele, Bob 
McIlroy, Maurice McCord, Bertie Styles, John 
Smyth and Irwin Bonar

Martyn Wells, Lyn MacCallum and John Neill, 
all Class of 1969

Barry Greenaway, Cody Walker and 
Mike McConnell

Grammarians chairman Terence Bowman 
(second from left) welcomes three inductees 

to the School’s Sporting Wall of Fame. From 
left: David Morrow, Stephen Martin (guest 

speaker) and David Gray.

Members of the Class of 1975 were marking 
50 years since their arrival at Bangor 

Grammar School. Back (from left): Stephen 
Polly, Colin Jones, Peter Blair, Stephen 

Donaldson, David Morrow, Colin Loughead, 
Jonathan Mercer, Martin Kennedy, Paul Blair. 
Front: Billy McCoubrey, John Lowden, David 

Humphries, Terence Bowman, David Greene, 
Ronnie Patton and Neil Cameron.

All pictures courtesy of the Spectator
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was in the hospitality industry, had 
taken up a management position at 
a hotel in Lockerbie in the Scottish 
Borders. One evening, after a few 
‘sherries’, he wondered aloud if his 
hotel might be big enough to run 
a few jazz concerts. It wasn’t, but 
with the help of all the hotels in 
the area and the local council there 
was enough capacity to run a pretty 
good festival in the town.

Derek Gorman 
performing as Mike 
Rogers

This led to 11 years as Director of the Lockerbie Jazz 
Festival, a position from which I retired on my 76th 
birthday. Along the way I’d taken a course in jazz singing 
and performed as Mike Rogers (and still do) – including 
one gig at the Edinburgh Jazz Festival!

Is there a lesson here? Only that if you are fortunate 
enough to find a job/ career/ employment that you love 
then working to 76 isn’t really a problem. Now back to 
Spotify, listen to a few great albums and dream of Texas 
Hold’em in the world poker championship while Mike 
Rogers and Tony Bennett wait to perform.

Derek Gorman attended Connor House and Bangor Grammar 
School from 1948/58. He started in accountancy but five years 
later, following a serious illness which had cut short his rugby 
playing days, he followed a path into advertising with the Belfast 
Telegraph and then Edinburgh-based The Scotsman. He returned 
to Northern Ireland to work for the IDB in promotions, then back to 
Edinburgh as Advertising Director of Radio Forth, and on to Leeds 
to set up Radio Aire. Then Edinburgh, again as MD of advertising 
agency McCann Erickson (Scotland), Hong Kong and Singapore 
to run magazines – and after that it was a life of jazz in Scotland!

It all started when a few of us 
from the class of ’51, Tony Lyttle, 
Reggie Huggins, Ronnie Beattie, 
Michael Pyper and myself, 
discovered the game of poker – 
fun, exciting and very dangerous 
(or so we were told). We’d found 
out about the game via my father 
who’d played it during the war in 
the RAF. Tony’s father offered to 
teach us the rudiments and so we 
met at his house weekly to find 
out how to REALLY play. Oh 

the drama, five card draw, seven card stud, and the rest. I 
became quite good – the bluff was my forte!

One evening Tony’s older brother Brian was home from 
his studies at Trinity and while we were playing poker he 
was playing this newfangled music called jazz. We were 
hooked from then on – Dave Brubeck, Gerry Mulligan, 
Stan Kenton, who’d played in Dublin several years earlier, 
Stan Getz and many more US greats. I was also discovering 
more by listening to shortwave radio – Voice of America, 
American Forces Network (AFN), and much later even on 
the BBC. My poker winnings financed my growing record 

From running poker schools to running jazz festivals 
(With some interludes for rugby, advertising,  
international travel and singing)

Derek Gorman

collection and Atlantic Records in Belfast was the main 
beneficiary of my cash.

As time moved on and rugby took top billing, jazz 
became a love and a hobby. Things took a turn, however, 
when Sandy Carse, another from ’51, invited me to join a 
school skiffle group and I made a tea chest bass (just like 
Lonnie Donegan and others). From there it graduated into 
a real bass (also financed by poker winnings) shipped to 
Belfast from London and I joined a small band called The 
Blue Notes. So in my late teens and early 20s it was rugby 
for Bangor in the afternoon and jazz in the Drill Hall at 
Queen’s in the evening, and in other venues too.

Eventually all good things, etc... Illness curtailed my rugby 
and the band folded with the exit of most of the members: 
guitarist to Canada, pianist to study medicine and our best 
player – tenor sax Ray Elliott – well, he announced he was 
leaving to join a new band led by a blues singer called Van 
Morrison! Check Ray out sometime. He was a class act.

My career moved from accountancy to advertising with 
the Belfast Telegraph, then to Edinburgh, back to Belfast, 
Edinburgh again (Radio Forth), then radio in Leeds, ad 
agency management in Edinburgh, then magazines in Hong 
Kong and Singapore, and eventually back to Edinburgh 
where I wondered what to do next. It was my wife who 
spotted the job vacancy advert – the Glasgow Jazz Festival 
was looking for a Director with marketing and advertising 
experience and an interest in jazz. “You could do that,” she 
said. I could and so I did.

Three years on I returned to work in Edinburgh with an 
organisation later to be called Jazz Scotland, where I sold 
ads for Jazz Review, wrote reviews, managed a few concerts 
and sold sponsorship. A few years after that, my son, who 

Derek Gorman at 
Bangor Grammar School

Derek was a member of the school’s 1st XV from 1955/58. This is the 
squad for the academic year 1957/58. Back (from left): Mr W. Shanks, 
J. McEwen, J. Freel, B. Savage, Mr R. Clarke (Headmaster), V. McAuley, 
W. McMillan, W. Trimble, Mr G. Jamison. Middle: M. Affolter, S. Graham, 
W. Boomer, H. McCutcheon, D. Gorman, M. Watson, R. Beattie. Front: C. 
Phillips, M. Rea.

Derek performs with fellow jazz enthusiasts at Bangor’s North Pier in 
August 1962 to promote the opening of a new jazz club in Holywood. 

From left: Ivan McCormick (clarinet), Roy Armstrong (banjo), Ian 
Wallace (trumpet), Tom Lucas (trombone), Derek Gorman (bass), Fred 
Lucas (banjo), Eric McQuillan (trombone) and George Moore (drums).

Treasurer’s report Norman Irwin

Due to printing deadlines this report details our transactions between 1 September 2018 and 16 June 2019 (the financial 
year for the Grammarians runs from 1 September to 31 August). The major items of income related to the Bangor Dinner 
and advertising, with £2,250 and £1,190 received respectively, while the ballot at the dinner brought in £370. Schoolboy 
membership monies had not been received from the school at the time of writing.

On the expenditure side, the cost of running the Bangor Dinner amounted to £1,850. The Grammarians made several 
donations during the year: £500 to the PTA school minibus fund, £150 to Dementia NI and £100 to the Pupils’ Cancer Fund.

Travel and accommodation costs for the chairman to the London and Edinburgh Dinners amounted to £330, while insurance 
costs remained competitively priced at £421. Postage costs also remained low at £196 due to the hand delivery of this 
magazine by committee members and volunteers.

The balance in the bank on 16 June stood at £5,679. My thanks to the school for collecting and collating Schoolboy 
membership scheme monies, also to Ronnie Patton and Clive Briggs for auditing the accounts. Ronnie took over the role of 
co-auditor this year from John Adrain. 
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The first BGS Service in 1969 was modest in its inception 
with one piece of music, a hymn or a carol, between the 
spoken parts. The four-part choir (Treble, Alto, Tenor and 
Bass), had been formed that September and had made its first 
public appearance at Speech Day in October. At Christmas 
its contribution included David Willcocks’ arrangement of 
‘Away in a Manger’, his descant for ‘O come, all ye faithful’ 
and my arrangement of the Spiritual ‘The Virgin Mary had 
a Baby Boy’. The choir sat at the front left of the Hall, just 
below the stage. Piano accompaniment was played by Roy 
Laughlin, then in Lower Sixth and a private music pupil of 
Henrietta Byrne Moran and Rob Anderson.

After the Assembly Hall, future locations for the service 
included Bangor Parish Church (BPC), First Presbyterian 
Church and back again to BPC where it remained until 
Christmas 1988. BPC could then accommodate about 800 
people, sufficient for the school, but soon an increasing 
number of non-pupils began to attend the Morning Service 
and were facilitated by sending rows of boys home. This 
was a two-edged sword – a compliment that people wanted 
to attend but it defeated the purpose of the service being a 
school occasion and at a time when, increasingly, this was 
the only time some pupils entered a church. The solution 
was the introduction of the Evening Service.

The school attended the Morning Service whilst parents, 
relatives and friends were invited, indeed encouraged, to 
attend in the evening. The only notable exception to this 
was Mr Joe McKeown, retired Physics teacher, Head of 
Science, timetabler and Vice-Principal, who, for as long as 
he was able, attended the Morning Service.

The Evening Service was on the night of the morning 
one or adjacent to it. It made for concentrated efforts 
and satisfied tiredness for the musicians, along with a 
commitment which included preparing (and restoring) 
BPC to accommodate large numbers of singers. These 
increased greatly in the years when the service was held by 
candlelight and that experience remains one never to be 
forgotten. 

Old Boys were invited to come and sing at the Evening 
Service and did so enthusiastically. Many welcomed the 
invitation but acceptance was dependent on how early 
in December it was held. The nearer to Christmas Day 
the better with students home from university and those 
working away from Northern Ireland, home for Christmas.

A happy consequence of this Old Boys’ participation was 
the introduction of their post-service Christmas Dinner 
– always a great social occasion when friendships were 
rekindled and new ones created. BGS’s music-making is 
one of the very few school activities in which pupils from 
all seven years of the school’s membership can integrate 
together as contributors. So it is at this meal, there is no 
generation gap.

When Sir David Willcocks published his Christmas 
Hymn arrangements for Brass Ensemble these were 
included in the Service. The fanfares before the hymns 
remain fresh in the memories of many.

At Christmas 1989 services returned to the school and 
were held in the Clarke Hall, arranged by width rather than 
by length. Yes, it was very different from those in BPC but 
the move provided the opportunity to include at least one 
hundred of the school’s instrumentalists rather than the 
Brass Ensemble. The hall accommodated the whole school 
to see and join fellow pupils making music at the Morning 
Service. Parents and friends attended the Evening Service 
and were invited to seasonal refreshments afterwards in the 
canteen.

Bangor Grammar School’s move to Gransha Road in 
2013 impacted on the annual Carol Services. It saw the end 
of the morning Carol Service after 43 years because the new 
building has no facility to accommodate a whole school 
event. In its place are junior and senior assemblies with 
motivational words, a celebration of term achievements, 
perhaps a short message on the Christmas Gospel, and 
secular, seasonal music played by the Concert Band.

Since the reordering of Bangor Parish Church an evening 
Carol Service has been held there. Attendance is limited 
by the number of seats, hundreds fewer than previously. 
This 50th anniversary will be marked there on Wednesday 
18 December, by two services, in the afternoon and in the 
evening.

Since 1969 the Carol Service has been an annual BGS 
tradition. Pupils, former pupils, parents, staff and friends of 
the school, will, in an increasingly secularised society, have 
their own opinions about its format, evolution, language, 
music content and its place in BGS’s calendar. Some will 
have memories, perhaps even cherished ones, of their parts 
in half a century of BGS’s history. Without these many 
hundreds of participants there 
would have been nothing to write 
about and no Golden Anniversary 
in Bangor Grammar School’s life 
to celebrate.

I regret that all BGS’s pupils 
no longer celebrate Christmas 
together as one corporate body 
at a Carol Service and that they 
don’t all see this seasonal aspect of 
the School’s Music Department in 
action. Most of all, I wish it were 
still a high priority for the whole 
school to be reminded annually 
of how one man’s birth and life 
changed the world for the better 
– isn’t this exactly what we would 
wish for every pupil who attends Bangor Grammar School?

The address of the BGS Music Department Archive, a 
detailed record of music-making in Bangor Grammar 
School, is http://grammarians.co.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2016/07/BGS_-MusicDept_History.pdf

The School Choir in 1969

Ian A. F. Hunter BA, 
MSc, CertEd, LTCL, 

LGSM, Director of Music, 
Bangor Grammar School, 

September 1969 – 
August 2001

Educated at Strandtown PS, Annadale GS and Stranmillis University 
College, Ian Hunter joined the staff of Bangor Grammar School 
in 1969 as the school’s first Director of Music. He gave unstinting 
service to the school and town during a career that spanned 32 
years. Ian now lives in retirement in Spain. His extensive history 
of the BGS Music Department can be viewed by visiting our www.
grammarians.com website, while a memorable reflection on his 
years at the school appeared in the 2017 Grammarian.

This Christmas (2019) sees the 50th anniversary of 
the first Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols in Bangor 
Grammar School – a milestone it shares with the Music 
Department. The 1969 Service was in the Assembly Hall, 
College Avenue, the last morning of term, the school seated, 
possible only because the final day of any term witnesses a 
higher than average number of absentees.

There is a strong connection 
between this annual event, begun 
in 1969 in County Down, the first 
ever Festival of Nine Lessons and 
Carols, held in 1880, and also its 
worldwide fame. The Service was 
not started in Cambridge, as many 
believe, but in Cornwall, 20 years 
before the 20th Century, when 
the then Bishop of Truro devised 
and introduced it, apparently to 
tempt people into church and 
away from enjoying too much 
festive spirit in the local pubs. 
Two years before the first service, 
the Royal Cornwall Gazette had 

reported: “The Choir of the Cathedral will sing a number of 
carols in the Cathedral on Christmas Eve, 1878, the service 
commencing at 10pm.”

Since its beginning, Truro Cathedral has maintained 
this annual traditional service and in December 2013 

sang Bishop Benson’s original 
1880 Service, attended by over 
1,500 people. Christopher Gray, 
who left BGS for Cambridge 
studies in 1996, has been 
Truro Cathedral’s distinguished 
Director of Music since 2008 
and, before that, Assistant 
Director of Music from 2000. 
Preserving the past, enhancing 
the present and commissioning 
new compositions for future 
Festivals of Nine Lessons and 
Carols are amongst Chris’s many 
responsibilities at Truro.

King’s College Cambridge, 
where BGS’s William Thompson 
was a Choral Scholar in the 

famous choir from 1979/82, 
has made the event the most 
popular annual radio broadcast 
on the planet. Dean Eric Milner-
White adapted the Truro Service 
and introduced it in Chapel in 
1918. BBC Radio has broadcast 
it annually since 1928, except for 
1930.

We now have a sanitised 
picture of that stable remembered 
annually but reality couldn’t have 
been more different. So it was 
with that Cornish 1880 inaugural 
service. Truro Cathedral was not 
the beautiful building it is today, 
comparatively understated in dimensions though perfectly 
formed, but a temporary wooden structure which served its 
cause until 1886. 

From those unassuming beginnings grew an Order of 
Service loved by 
millions. Evolved 
and adapted to suit 
local resources and 
locations, the basic 
format remains the 
same: a Bidding; 
Lord’s Prayer; nine 
readings from Old 
and New Testaments 
tracing Man’s fall in 
the Garden of Eden, 
various forecasts 
of Redemption, the Birth of Jesus, reflection; Prayer and 
Blessing.

Truro established the tradition that in a cathedral the First 
Lesson is read by a chorister progressing up the hierarchy 
and ending with the Ninth Lesson read by the Bishop. 
Schools have flexibility with the choice of readers and 
Bangor Grammar School for very many years has included 
representatives of all aspects of school life, pupils, teachers, 
administrators, former pupils and parents, but always 
ending with the Ninth Lesson read by the Headmaster/ 
Principal.

These readings are wrapped in appropriate pieces of 
music – hymns, traditional carols and their increasingly 
extravagant and challenging arrangements for the best 
of choirs, organists and other musicians, and composed 
carol-anthems. ‘Appropriate’ in that, where possible, the 
music and its words enhance, celebrate and emphasise 
the previous reading, perhaps commenting on it or 
presenting its meaning in a different manner and with a 
new understanding.

A golden anniversary for School’s Carol Service

Ian Hunter

Christopher Gray, MA 
(Cantab), FRCO, BGS 
1989/1996, Organ 
Scholar, Pembroke 
College, Cambridge, 
1996/99, Director of 
Music, Truro Cathedral, 
Cornwall

Truro Cathedral, Cornwall

William Thompson, 
MA (Cantab), LTCL, 

BGS 1972/1979, Choral 
Scholar, King’s College, 

Cambridge, 1979/82, 
Director of Education, 

Dawsons Music Ltd.

Front Cover: Festival of 
Nine Lessons and Carols. 
Truro Cathedral, 10 pm, 
24 December 1880
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Current chairman of Bangor Grammarians and editor of this magazine, Terence Bowman attended Connor House and Bangor Grammar 
School from 1962/75. He joined the Mourne Observer (Newcastle, Co Down) as a junior reporter in 1976, becoming editor in the mid-1980s 
and remaining in that position until stepping down in 2011. He has penned three well-received books about Bangor (in the Sixties, Seventies 
and Eighties).

As mentioned in the Chairman’s Message, 
a newspaper photograph dating back to the 
earliest days of the Old Boys’ Association 
(Bangor Grammarians since 1991) has come to 
light thanks to past pupil John Sims (1944/52). 
It shows guests who attended the second annual 
dinner of the Association at the Royal Hotel in 
March 1931. At present we can identify two of 
the men in the picture, Headmaster Maurice 
Wilkins (standing, centre), who served as 
Association chairman in 1930/31, and G. F. H. Wynne (third from left). The future Dr Wynne, who attended the school 
from 1920/29, was Mr Sims’ father-in-law and the Belfast Telegraph cutting turned up in his effects. Please get in touch with 
Bangor Grammarians if you can identify anyone else or if, by chance, you have the original picture or indeed any others 
from pre-War days.

An email received from Australia at the beginning of March 2019 prompted an exchange of messages, which led within a 
matter of weeks to the school being reunited with a book which had been presented to a Sixth Form student just before the 
outbreak of the Second World War.

Tim Dawe, who lives at Kingston near Canberra, paid $10 (Australian) for a copy of ‘Cricket’ by 
former Australian captain W. M. Woodfull (published in 1936), who happened to be related to his 
wife. He noticed there was a BGS plate inside the front cover, signed by Headmaster Maurice Wilkins 
and indicating the book had been presented to R. L. Redman of Form VIB for being First in Latin and 
First in Art (tie). Mr Dawe wondered if the book might be of some historical interest to the school.

A search through the BGS Archives 
revealed that Robert Leslie Redman 
was born on 18 August 1921, the son 
of Robert Redman, 2 Station Road, 
Carnalea, and that he attended the 
school from 1934/39. Leslie, as he 
was known, was an accomplished 
athlete, being a member of the 

school’s Athletics team, the 1st XI (cricket) and the 1st XV. 
Indeed, he played on the same cricket team as my own late 
father, Hugh Bowman, in 1938 and 1939. My father, who 
also attended the school from 1934/39, was his junior by 
some five months and they very likely shared a number 
of classes. Additional research showed that Leslie Redman 
passed away on 24 February 1994, aged 72, and was buried 
at the cemetery on the Newtownards Road in Bangor.

During my exchanges with Mr Dawe, I learned he was 
a serving police officer in Canberra as well as an Army 
Reservist (Major). Remarkably, his single connection to 
Northern Ireland was as a result of a posting to the United 
Arab Emirates (until late 2015). While there he worked closely with former RUC Chief Constable Sir Ronnie Flanagan, 
who sent his sons to Bangor Grammar School and was guest of honour at recent Grammarian dinners in both Bangor and 
London. Small world! We are greatly indebted to Mr Dawe for mailing the book to the school, where it now has a place in 
the Archives.

Past pupil Michael (MDM) Rea, who attended Connor House and Bangor Grammar School from 1948/59, visited the 
School in January 2019 with Connor House contemporary Irvine McKay (1947/51), availing of the opportunity to examine 
early copies of the Gryphon magazine featuring reports on school activities in which they had participated.

Archives Report

Terence Bowman

Old Boys at their second annual dinner in 1931

The BGS Athletics team from 1937, including Leslie Redman, won that 
year’s Ulster Schools Junior Athletic Cup. Back (from left): Mr Wilkins 

(Headmaster), E. Blackburn, J. M. Morrow, R. A. Mayne, E. J. Cairns, 
J. Kirk, W. M. MacDonald, Mr R. E. Russell. Middle: R. L. Redman, M. E. 

Young, T. Mayne (captain), H. H. Greer, R. H. Rutherford. Front: H. D. G. 
Hewitt, W. Cameron, W. N. Gaw and R. N. Caswell.

The BGS plate inside 
the front cover

At Towergate Dawson Whyte we want you to focus on what’s important – your lifestyle.
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As a former pupil of Bangor Grammar School, I was honoured to join a 
large congregation in St Anne’s Cathedral, Belfast, on Sunday 19 May past for 
a special service of remembrance marking the 80th anniversary of the Royal 
Air Force Volunteer Reserve, which came into being in January 1939.

Among those brave young volunteers were five past pupils of the school, 
one being my namesake uncle Geoffrey Bowman and another Frank Gault. 
Along with my uncle Eric Bowman, a former Inst. pupil, and more than 
80 others all listed on the Roll of Honour, they made the ultimate sacrifice. 
For many of those young men there is no known grave: my uncle Geoffrey 
lies amid the wreckage of his Liberator aircraft, lost on anti-submarine patrol 
duties off the French coast in May 1944.

Also present was Patrick Gault, nephew of Frank, and Geoffrey Wood whose 
mother, my late aunt Rosaleen, received a last cheery letter from her brother 
written on the very day of his final mission. Representing the school, and 
attending with a number of senior pupils, was Principal Elizabeth Huddleson. 
The other past pupils whose names appear on the commemorative plaque 
were Herbert Hannay, Julius Holland and Thomas McCann.

As a pupil from 1966/73, I always had an eerie sensation at the annual 
Remembrance service when I heard my name being read out from the school’s 
Roll of Honour. Now my name also appears on the plaque unveiled in St 
Anne’s Cathedral. But of course it isn’t my name. It is the name I share, with 
pride and gratitude, with the uncle I never knew.

All made the ultimate sacrifice - School’s Royal  
Air Force Volunteer Reserves are remembered

Geoffrey Bowman

Geoffrey Bowman (above) and Frank Gault, as 
young pupils at Bangor Grammar School and as 
RAFVR pilots

A new book by Belfast Councillor and historian Tom 
Hartley on the city’s Balmoral Cemetery includes an extensive 
section on Sir William Porter Macarthur, acclaimed by our 
own resident historian Trevor Gray as ‘perhaps the school’s 
most distinguished former pupil.’ He attended Bangor 
Endowed School at the dawn of the 20th Century when 
it was located in two houses at College Gardens (later to 
become the Ballyholme Hotel on Seacliff Road).

In addition to detailing Sir William’s career, from serving 
as a lieutenant in the Royal Army Medical Corps in 1909 
to his appointment as Director-General of Army Medical 
Services with the rank of Lieutenant-General three decades 
later, the author indicated that from an early age he had 
fostered a love of the Irish language. This stemmed from 
family holidays at Marble Hill in Donegal. He was active in 
promoting the language at Queen’s College and was also a 
frequent visitor to the Irish speakers of Tory Island.

A copy of the moving and very informative tribute 
to distinguished past pupil Dr Ian Adamson OBE (1956/63), which was delivered by his friend Wesley Hutchinson at 
the funeral service held in Conlig Presbyterian Church on 14 January 2019, has been deposited in the Archives. Further 
information about Dr Adamson appears in the obituaries section.

In response to an approach by Mrs Dawn Jolliffe we were able to advise her that her husband, 
William Gordon Jolliffe, attended the school in 1954/55 as a pupil in 3B2. The family resided 
at The Hill, Groomsport. We hope another enquiry, from past pupil Maurice (Maury) Gault 
(1962/65), resulted in a reunion with former classmates when he visited Bangor from his 
home in Australia in May. He emigrated ‘Down Under’ in 1965, when aged just 15 and 
maintained contact with Mike Burrows (1962/70).

We are indebted to Mrs Eileen Dowdall for donating Old Boys’ Association annual reports 
for 1986 and 1987 to the Archive. Her late husband Walter (1938/44) served as chairman of 
the Association in 1964/65 and again in 1991/92. Likewise, our thanks go to parent Betty 
Armstrong for donating her son’s cap and some panoramic school photographs to the Archives.

An eagle-eyed Grammarian has noticed that the name of a former pupil, W. J. Meek, 
appears not only in the extensive ‘served’ list on the First World War plaque (in the Assembly 
Hall), but it also features on the Second World War plaque, tragically as one of ‘Our Deathless 
Dead’. While around half a dozen past pupils saw service in both 1914/18 and 1939/45, 
including the aforementioned Major General William Macarthur, William Johnston Meek, who attended 
the school from 1907/09, was the only one to die on active service.

According to Bangor author Barry Niblock (in ‘Remembering Their Sacrifice in the Second World 
War’), William Meek was born on 13 January 1893, the son of David and Anna Meek, who 
resided at Clifton Road. While little is known about his First World War service, he was Master 
aboard cargo ship the SS Hatasu during the 1939/45 conflict. On 2 October 1941, en route 
from Manchester to New York, the Hatasu was torpedoed by German submarine U-431 and 
subsequently sank some 600 miles east of Cape Race, Newfoundland.

Capt. Meek was one of around 40 men lost in the tragedy. Although 
he and his wife Elizabeth had made their home at Southport in 
Lancashire, he is remembered not only at Bangor Grammar School, 
but also on the family headstone in Bangor (Newtownards Road) 
Cemetery, in the town’s First Presbyterian Church and on the Bangor 
and District War Memorial in Ward Park.

Deirdre Brook has supplied the Archives with 
this picture of her father John Stanley Irwin, 
who died aged 87 in 1982. According to our 
records he was a pupil at Bangor Endowed 
School from 1908/12. He joined the Royal 
Inniskilling Fusiliers in 1914, then the Royal 
Army Medical Corps, serving as a stretcher-
bearer at the Battle of the Somme. He was 
based at Amiens all through the First World 
War. Later Mr Irwin graduated in engineering 
and worked at Stormont for the Ministry of 
Agriculture.

The future Sir William Porter Macarthur was a member of the school’s 
rugby team in 1901/2. The names are not necessarily in order but, along 
with teachers Mr T. McBride, Herr E. Schaarschmidt and Mr F. C. Finlay 
(who played on the team), they include S. P. Rea, R. Wilkin, W. Lewis, J. 
Hutton, W. Simpson, W. Mansfield, H. Gatchell, G. Simpson, C. Gatchell, T. 
Turner, J. Ritchie, F. Sheppard, C. Smith and C. Pollock.

William Johnston (W. J.) Meek’s 
name appears on both memorial 

boards in the Assembly Hall

John Stanley Irwin

This picture of the ‘Class of 1950’ was kindly supplied by 
Grammarian Peter Radcliffe. Back (from left): Milton Orr, 

Philip Lyons, Norman Adamson, Douglas McNally, Ian 
Brown, Graham Major, Peter Sherriff, Tony Chapple, David 

Martin. Middle: Robin Bradley, Brian McCance, James 
Hamilton, Michael Allport, Jimmy Milhench. Front: John 

Taylor, Peter Radcliffe, John Mudd and Henry Reilly.
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Obituaries

ALLEN D. ABRAHAM
Retired biology teacher Allen D. Abraham 

passed away on 15 April 2019 at the 
Bloomfield Nursing Home in his native 
Belfast, following a long period of ill-
health. Prior to joining the staff of Bangor 
Grammar School in 1962, he had worked 
in the Middle East and had taught for two 
years at Grosvenor High.

Mr Abraham was educated in Dublin at the Masonic School and at 
Trinity College, where he graduated in 1957 in Geography, Geology 
and Botany. As well as being Master-in-Charge of Biology at Bangor 
Grammar School, he took on responsibility for Careers, at a time 
when the careers library contained little more than prospectuses for 
Queen’s and Trinity. He did much to develop careers advice in the 
School.

Mr Abraham was also in charge of Modern Studies, a post for 
which he was ideally suited given his interest in so many spheres, 
including meteorology, history and politics. His enthusiasm for his 
subject made him a successful teacher and he was proud when 
former pupils went on to distinguish themselves in medicine, dentistry 
or veterinary medicine.

An able rugby player and cricketer in his younger days, he refereed 
and umpired school matches for many years. However, he found the 
increasing pressures of the education system of the 1980s less to 
his liking than the ‘halcyon’ 1960s, opting for premature retirement 
in 1989.

Until recent years Mr Abraham was a frequent and very welcome 
attendee at the Grammarians’ Bangor Dinner.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: TREVOR GRAY

DR IAN ADAMSON OBE
Distinguished historian Dr Ian Adamson 

OBE – whose death at the age of 74 
occurred on 9 January 2019 – was a pupil 
of Bangor Grammar School from 1956/63. 
During this time he read assiduously and 
developed an early interest in history and 
culture, as well as in science.

Conlig-born Dr Adamson was an Ulster Unionist member of 
Belfast City Council from 1989, becoming the Party’s first Honorary 
Historian, until his retirement from active politics in 2011. He served 
as Deputy Lord Mayor in 1994/95 and then Lord Mayor in 1996/97 
and was awarded the OBE in 1998 for services to local government.

He was an MLA for Belfast East from 1998 until 2003. He was the 
personal physician and advisor on history and culture to Ian Paisley 
(First Minister of Northern Ireland, 2007/08) from 2004 until the 
latter’s death in 2014. 

Outside politics, on 18 July 1978 Dr Adamson was accepted as 
a Member of the International Medical Association of Lourdes for 
services to the disabled children and young people of the Falls Parish 
in Belfast. He had a special interest in the long-term unemployed 
and became the founder secretary of Farset Youth and Community 
Development in 1981. 

In 1989 he became founder chairman of the Somme Association in 
Belfast, under the auspices of Princess Alice, Duchess of Gloucester, 
and established the Somme Heritage Centre (now Museum) at 
Conlig in 1994. 

Dr Adamson founded the Ullans Academy, of which he was 

president at the time of his death, followed by the Ulster-Scots 
Language Society in 1992 and became the first rector and founder 
chairman of the Ulster Scots Academy in 1994. He was a founder 
member of the Cultural Traditions Group, the Northern Ireland 
Community Relations Council and the Ultach Trust, and served as 
a member of the Ulster-Scots Agency, 2003/12. He also served as 
president of the Belfast Civic Trust. 

Dr Adamson was a Specialist in Community Child Health 
(Community Paediatrics), being a member of the Faculty of 
Community Health and was awarded the Fellowship of the Royal 
Institute of Public Health for his services to the health of young 
people in 1998. He was awarded a special commendation by the 
Prince of Wales. He was a member of the boards of many other local 
public sector and voluntary civic organisations. 

During the funeral service at Conlig Presbyterian Church on 14 
January, Dr Adamson’s good friend Van Morrison sang ‘Into the 
Mystic’ to the hushed congregation. President of Ireland Michael 
D. Higgins was also present, while among the pallbearers was ex-
Formula One racing star Eddie Irvine (Dr Adamson had financed 
Eddie’s first race). 

Dr Adamson is survived by his widow Kerry and the wider family 
circle. A copy of the Eulogy, delivered by close friend Wesley 
Hutchinson, Professor Emeritus (Irish Studies) at Sorbonne Nouvelle, 
has been lodged in the Bangor Grammar School Archives, along 
with a tribute published in the British Medical Journal on 15 June 
2019.

STEPHEN BELL
Past pupil Stephen Bell (1973/87), 

who featured in last year’s Grammarian 
magazine after becoming the first person 
with Motor Neurone Disease to undertake 
a 10,000ft. charity skydive, sadly passed 
away from the disease on 1 July 2019, just 
as this edition was going into production.

Stephen, a recently retired chartered 
surveyor, undertook the daredevil feat in September 2017 in support 
of the MND Fund. The inspirational rugby, cricket, cycling and golf 
enthusiast had received the devastating diagnosis earlier in the 
same year. He was anxious to raise greater awareness of the disease.

He is survived by his wife Michelle and sons Johnny, Sam and Jack, 
who also attended Bangor Grammar School. 

BILL BOOMER
As recorded in brief in our 2018 edition, 

William Alexander (Bill) Boomer died on 27 
July 2018. He was 78. Bill started his school 
life at Donaghadee Public Elementary 
School, situated on The Parade in the 
town. He moved to Connor House in 1949 
and then to Bangor Grammar School in 
1951.

Bill developed a lifelong passion for rugby at the school, representing 
it at Medallion level and then on the Colts before progressing to 
the 1st XV during his final two years, 1956/57 and 1957/58. Bill was 
also selected as a school prefect in his last year at BGS. When his 
schooldays ended Bill joined the Civil Service, where he worked in 
the Pensions Branch until his retirement at the age of 55.

Bill had joined Donaghadee Rugby Club while still a pupil at BGS 
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was killed on active service, aged just 20, on 4 April 1941. We were 
honoured to welcome Jack back to the School in November 2013, 
when he laid the Bangor Grammarians wreath during the School’s 
traditional Remembrance Service.

Jack had led a full and productive life right up to his final days, living 
on his own and cooking for himself, and he was still driving until a few 
months prior to his death.

He was a keen sportsman during his years at the school, playing 
cricket for the 1st XI (1945, 1946) and rugby for the Medallion XV 
(1942/43) and 1st XV (1944/45, 1945/46). In addition, he was a 
member of the committee of the Dramatic Society (1946).

Rugby continued to play a major part in Jack’s life. He played for 
Bangor and North and was an enthusiastic supporter of both the 
Ulster and Ireland teams. Jack was also a keen member of Bangor 
Rotary Club, being a past president, and attended meetings until the 
final weeks of his life.

In his working life, he started in sales with Munster Simms, retiring 
as joint managing director. Jack was highly respected and spent a 
considerable amount of time travelling the world and opening up 
new markets for the company, including Europe, America, the Far 
East and Australia.

In the course of his work Jack made many good friends, often 
arranging to meet customers on a Friday so he could go sailing with 
them at the weekend. The west coast of Scotland was a particular 
favourite for sailing and cruising.

During the funeral service at Roselawn Crematorium on 25 January, 
son Patrick quoted from a letter received from long-time friend Bill 
Farnham in America: “I recognised Jack from the outset as a man 
of integrity, honesty and trustworthiness and, more importantly, as 
a friend. He was respected by all he met and I will miss him greatly.”

Predeceased by his wife Kaye, he is survived by sons Patrick and 
Nigel, daughter Susan, sister Mo and a wide family circle, to whom 
sincere sympathy is extended.

TERENCE BOWMAN

ALAN LILLEY
Alan Lilley, who attended Bangor 

Grammar School from 1992/97, tragically 
passed away on 16 February 2019, aged 
just 38. Whilst Alan was a universally 
popular figure, he was also, in many 
regards, modest and unassuming. He 
contributed to school life through sport, by 
way of tennis, and via music with a keen 

ability on the bass guitar.
Alan left school to continue his studies at South Eastern Regional 

College before embarking on a career in retail. He found opportunities 
to travel and did so extensively in Australasia. In later years, back in 
North Down, he discovered a deep interest for photography and 
was a member of Ards Camera Club.

He also made time to work as a volunteer for the charity Action 
Mental Health, finding their mission and ethos to hold personal 
resonance and significance.

WILLIAM McKEE CBE
William McKee (1963/70), who served 

as founding Chief Executive of the Belfast 
Health and Social Care Trust, died on 
12 December 2018. He was 66. An 11+ 
pupil from Ballyholme PS, William was 
a teacher’s son who always believed 
education was the best way to bring 
about equality in people. He wasn’t a 

particularly outstanding pupil academically or in sporting terms, but 
he was inspired by the Geography Department, under J. V. Smyth, to 
enjoy a life-long interest in geology and the world.

He moved on to Queen’s to pursue a degree in Botany, always 
saying it was “only because the female undergraduates far 
outnumbered the men!” Prior to university he had undertaken a gap 
year (well before they were commonplace) to teach in a secondary 
school in Ghana, West Africa. It was an experience that would 
create lasting memories.

On leaving Queen’s William joined the National Health 
Administration trainee scheme, subsequently gaining an MBA at 
the University of Ulster. He entered the Health Service in 1976 and 
rapidly demonstrated his managerial and leadership abilities. He 
held a succession of Chief Executive positions, ultimately at the 
Belfast Health and Social Care Trust (the largest Trust in the UK).

In the workplace William was an outstanding leader, who wore his 
Health Service credentials as a badge of honour and encouraged 
everyone around him to do the same. His strong belief in the 
principles of public service meant that whatever Trust or institution 
he worked for, or whatever workplace team he was entrusted with 
leading, he never wavered in his commitment to the development 
of a community of leaders with a shared vision of serving the public 
and constantly to do things in a better way. One of William’s favourite 
sayings was: “People need to know you are going to do the right 
thing in the right way.”

He was a gifted mentor and communicator and many Health 
Service managers in Northern Ireland benefited from his guidance. 
His expertise was much in demand across the British Isles and 
beyond. He was proud to serve as President of the Institute for 
Healthcare Managers, the UK professional body of NHS managers, 
from 2000-02. William also worked on a number of international 
health-related aid projects in Central Europe and was in constant 
demand as a conference speaker. His services to health were 
recognised when he was awarded the CBE in the 2006 New Year 
Honours List. William, who died after a long fight with kidney cancer, 
is survived by his wife Ursula, daughter Catherine and son William.

JAMES McKEE

DEAN PATRICK
We said goodbye on 8 February 2019 to 

former Bangor Grammar School student 
Dean Patrick (2001/08). Dean was an 
immensely popular and much-loved figure, 
enriching the lives of all who came into 
contact with him.

He was a keen rugby player, his sturdy 
frame enabling him to play as a forward 

for the 1st XV. Unfortunately, a serious knee injury limited his 
appearances. Against all medical advice Dean soon ditched his 
crutches and opted to hobble around instead. This was typical of 
Dean, showing the tough young man he was.

Although Dean worked hard when it mattered, he despised 
missing a significant social occasion, ensuring he was, in his own 
words, ‘right amongst it!’ His laughter was remarkably infectious and 
he was a fantastic storyteller, often beginning his anecdotes with 
‘Right... right... right...’ If you weren’t listening by the third ‘right’ then 
you were in trouble!

After leaving BGS, Dean studied criminology at Northumbria 
University, developing his social life in Newcastle before returning to 
Northern Ireland. He worked in the logistical department of fashion 
company Pia Rossini.

His battle with cancer began in 2015, when he was forced to miss 
his beloved Northern Ireland football team playing in Estonia due 
to his first round of chemotherapy; the ex-BGS lads in the crowd 
wore masks of his face in his honour! After defeating cancer first 
time round, Dean was pictured in June 2016 under the Eiffel Tower, 
celebrating with the Green and White Army – exactly one year after 
his diagnosis.

Tragically, his illness returned in 2018, but Dean didn’t allow his 

and continued to play until he was well into his 40s, captaining 
the side for a number of years. Following his retirement from the 
playing side, Bill served the Club in many capacities. He was fixtures 
secretary (for 25 years), long-standing committee representative at 
the IRFU, secretary/ manager, chairman, and, finally, President from 
2001 to 2017.

Bill was also an enthusiastic member of Donaghadee Cricket Club, 
still playing the ‘summer game’ in his 50s. He captained the 2nd 
XI for three years from 1966 and again in 1974. A decade later he 
captained a youthful 4th XI. Many times he had to make a difficult 
choice in September: ‘Do I finish the cricket season or start the new 
rugby season?’

He was a lifelong member of Shore Street Presbyterian Church, 
serving as a Sunday School teacher, on the Church Committee and 
as a member of the Kirk Session. Bill also held the position of Church 
Treasurer for more than 30 years.

In recent years Bill was an enthusiastic member of the Class of 1951 
and regularly attended the Bangor dinner with former classmates. 
He is survived by his wife Marilyn, son Mark, daughter Claire, son-in-
law Paul, and grandchildren Abby and Ewan.

JIM SCOTT

JIMMY DRISCOLL
It’s impossible to separate my memories 

of Jimmy Driscoll – who died at the 
advanced age of 97 on 9 May 2019 – as 
a Bangor Grammar School teacher and 
as a Waverley Drive neighbour. Our home 
was next door but one to the Driscolls from 
1963, when I was six, until I swapped life in 
Bangor for work in Newcastle in 1976.

Son Peter, who shared classes and a 
strong friendship with me from P2 at 

Connor House to Middle Sixth at BGS, spoke at the funeral service 
in Bangor Abbey (on 9 May) of his father’s obvious discomfort over 
addressing him by his surname in school.

It was very much the same with me – I have no memories of Jimmy 
ever calling me ‘Bowman’. In an era when your closest neighbours 
merited honorary relative status, to my younger version Peter’s 
parents were always Auntie Pat and Uncle Jimmy and their home 
was simply an extension of ours.

Paying a more school-related tribute to a teacher, neighbour and 
friend I had known for well over 50 years – from early childhood 
to A-Level Latin classes at BGS and, more recently, seeking, and 
receiving, his help for a local history book I was writing – would 
have been difficult but for the fact that Jimmy set out his career ‘CV’ 
for Peter some years ago. Typical of the man’s innate modesty, it 
covered a single sheet of paper and even then his neat handwritten 
lines were well spaced out.

Born in Larne on 27 November 1921, Jimmy lived at Whitehead for 
a short time before moving to Belfast. He attended Cabin Hill and 
Campbell College, where he represented the school at cricket and 
hockey. He gained a scholarship to Trinity College Dublin, where 
he graduated in Classics. He represented the university at golf and 
played at St. Andrews, also winning the Inter-Varsity Cup during his 
time at Trinity. With a Post-Graduate Diploma in Education under 
his belt he commenced his teaching career at Wallasey Grammar 
School, Liverpool (1946/47), returning to Northern Ireland and 
a position at Ballymena Academy (1947/53). He was appointed 
Bangor Grammar School’s Head of Classics in 1953, remaining there 
until his retirement in 1985. He had married Pat in 1954 and they had 
two children, Peter and Jill.

Golf was always Jimmy’s main interest. He was Ulster Cup standard 
and served as Captain of Bangor Golf Club in 1982. Jimmy was also a 
member and past master of Redcliffe Masonic Lodge and a member 
of Ballyholme Probus Club.

I might add that in my time at BGS Jimmy also took charge of the 
school’s more junior representative cricket teams and inclusion of my 
name on the Saturday morning team sheet was all but automatic. 
It wasn’t nepotism – he rated me highly as a scorer, a ‘clerical’ role 
which came with 12th man status (and a chance to play if one of the 
better players took ill or missed the bus or train to an away match!).

A very popular man with many friends, Jimmy was also widely 
acclaimed by past pupils for his teaching abilities. He was, as Peter 
remarked at the service, a true gentleman and a true scholar.

Jimmy’s wife Pat, who predeceased him just 16 days earlier (23 April 
2019), had her own strong connection to the School, often serving 
as a substitute teacher at Connor House, most memorably in 1965 
when she featured in the panoramic photograph in place of Mrs Joy 
Peden.

My sympathy, and that of Bangor Grammarians, goes to son Peter, 
daughter Jill, also grandchildren Shelley, Jamie, Becky, Jemma and 
James, on their sad losses.

TERENCE BOWMAN

TERRY DILLON
Terry Dillon and I grew up within a stone’s 

throw of each other and we first met at 
Ballyholme Primary School. My earliest 
memory of Terry was feeling envious that 
his Grandad had a sweet shop on the 
Ballymaconnell Road!

During our time at Ballyholme we formed 
part of what I like to recall as a formidable 
defence in the football team. Terry was our 

left back and I always felt confident playing alongside him. While he 
was a team regular, he regarded swimming as his chosen sport. 

When we transferred to BGS in 1968, we played together on rugby 
teams for several years. Terry was a prop and I was in the second 
row. I continued to feel confident having him alongside me on the 
sports field. 

Terry also continued with his swimming, representing both BGS and 
Bangor Amateur Swimming Club with distinction and competing 
regularly in the Irish Championships. He was a season ticket holder 
every summer at Pickie Pool, where he and his brother Gary enjoyed 
swimming for relaxation, as opposed to competition.

After taking his A-Levels, Terry began his career with NIE as a 
surveyor. He then moved into IT. Over the years, as I met people 
who worked with him, I discovered I wasn’t the only one who felt 
confident having Terry around. 

He was building a reputation as a knowledgeable professional 
who could be relied upon to deliver results. By the time he retired 
he had moved to Veridian and then to a Chicago-based company, 
which led to considerable international travel.

He told me he was looking forward to retirement so he and his 
family could enjoy extended visits to their villa in Turkey, where he 
would be able to continue to enjoy swimming – but in warmer water! 
Sadly, he wasn’t able to do that for very long as Terry passed away 
just 18 months after he retired (on 26 November 2017).

Terry is survived by his wife Susan, his children Richard, Lynne, 
Christopher and Julie, his grandchildren George and Lily, his brother 
and sister Gary and Nichola, and his mum Patricia.

RONNIE PATTON

JACK GAULT
It was with great sadness that Bangor 

Grammarians learned of the death of past 
pupil John Jason (Jack) Gault on 21 January 
2019. Jack, who was born on 4 July 1928, 
attended the School from 1941/46.

His older brother Frank served as a pilot 
in the RAF during World War Two and 
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the dictionary, there is probably a picture of Jeff wearing a blazer. 
 His carefree demeanour and Fonzie-like approach to schooling 

belied an intelligent young man who was definitely going places. 
He left Bangor Grammar School with very good A-Level grades to 
attend university in Edinburgh.

Sport was Jeff’s real strength. The pinnacle of his sporting career 
at BGS was playing for the glorious 1995 rugby team. Already a 
veritable rock star due to his motor racing exploits, when the team 
reached that year’s Schools’ Cup final at Ravenhill there was only 
one team member who was going to hog the headlines and that 
was Jeff. The Belfast Telegraph did a great pre-final article tying 
together Jeff’s racing and rugby careers. A superstar was born!

Coached by his dad Tom and supported by former Formula 
One driver Eddie Irvine, his talent in a racing car was obvious for 
anyone to see. He raced in Formula Ford, Formula Vauxhall Junior 
and Formula Atlantic in the US and Formula Nippon in Japan. He 
also rode classic motocross for Northern Ireland, competing with the 
world’s best even after his health issues began.

There are so many brilliant stories about his racing career in cars 
and on motorbikes. The best in my book was when he actually fell 
asleep during one race. Only Jeff…

In 2016 he was diagnosed with Motor Neurone Disease. He never 
stopped believing he could beat it. His courage in the face of death 
is a testament to how he lived his life.

Summing up, I only have to look at the words of famous racing 
commentator John Bisignano when he watched Jeff racing at Road 
America. After a ridiculously audacious move to take the lead, 
Bisignano said: “Jeff Wright is nothing short of awesome today.” For 
me, indeed for everyone who knew him or met him throughout his 
whole life, Jeff was nothing short of awesome.

PHILIP MACARTNEY

Robin Corbett died aged 57 on 29 April 2019. He attended Bangor 
Grammar School from 1972/78.

Terence Vincent (Terry) Devlin died aged 89 on 27 November 
2018. He attended Bangor Grammar School from 1939/43.

John Lloyd Adams Erskine died aged 75 on 14 October 2018. He 
attended Connor House and Bangor Grammar School from 1950/61.

Kenneth Maxwell Ferris died aged 66 in the USA on 4 July 2019. 
He attended Bangor Grammar School from 1964/71.

Henry Desmond George Hewitt died aged 96 on 24 July 2019. He 
attended Bangor Grammar School from 1934/39.

Colin Ian Leitch died aged 37 on 18 April 2019. He attended Bangor 
Grammar School from 1993/2000.

James Andrew (Jim) Mayne died aged 77 on 2 January 2019. 
He attended Connor House and Bangor Grammar School from 
1950/63.

Colin Norman McCartney died aged 55 on 29 April 2019. He 
attended Bangor Grammar School from 1979/82.

Barry Mounce died aged 78 on 31 December 2018. He attended 
Bangor Grammar School from 1953/57.

Peter Herbert Mulholland died aged 75 on 9 July 2019. He 
attended Bangor Grammar School from 1956/63.

We will be pleased to receive tributes to any of the above for 
publication in the 2020 edition of this magazine. While we 
endeavour to maintain a comprehensive record of former pupil 
deaths, we greatly appreciate notification of same from family or 
friends. Please contact editor@grammarian.co.uk

situation to upset others. He showed immense courage, knowing 
how it would affect his friends and family. Our lives are so much the 
better for having known Dean, and we are eternally grateful for the 
impact he has made on all of us. He will always be remembered 
fondly.

He leaves behind many friends who adored him but also a family 
he deeply cared for: parents Brian and Carole; sisters Lyndsay and 
Denise; grandfather Trevor; niece and nephews Kacey, Harry and 
Lewis; and Anna, his beloved partner of six years.

Dean was an avid Garth Brooks fan who spent many an evening 
serenading locals at the Jamaica Inn. No lyrics by Garth sum up 
Dean’s passion for life more than the following:

Our lives are better left to chance – I could have missed the pain, 
but I’d have had to miss The Dance.

JOHN CARLISLE AND RYAN CURRIE, FORMER PUPILS AND 
FRIENDS OF DEAN

TOM PATTON
Former Headmaster Tom Patton, who 

resided at Tandragee, County Armagh, 
passed away on 15 September 2018. Mr 
Patton succeeded Dr Robert Rodgers as 
Headmaster of Bangor Grammar School 
in 1979 and held the position for some 19 
years. 

Educated at Cabin Hill and Campbell College, where Randall Clarke 
was his Housemaster, Mr Patton was awarded an Open Entrance 
Exhibition to Trinity College Dublin in 1958. He graduated in Classics 
four years later (and in 1974 was admitted to the degree of MA).

Having briefly considered entering the Church, he instead 
embarked on a career in teaching and, prior to his arrival at Bangor 
Grammar School, had spent his entire career at Campbell College, 
where he coached both the 2nd XV and the cricket 2nd XI.

A keen sportsman, Mr Patton had played hooker in the 1958 
Schools’ Cup final, when opponents Annadale emerged victorious. 
He was also a member of the Ulster Rugby Referees’ panel and was 
manager and coach of the Ulster squash team which won the first 
Under-19 Inter-provincial. By the time he left Campbell College for 
BGS, he was Senior Master in charge of day boys, a Housemaster 
and Head of Classics. At heart he was a traditionalist, viewing some 
of the educational initiatives of the time as retrograde steps. Many 
staff members found him supportive during difficult times.

Mr Patton frequently attended our association’s London Dinner. 
The funeral service was held at Hamilton Road Baptist Church on 20 
September. Bangor Grammarians extend sympathy to widow Claire 
and the family circle.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: TREVOR GRAY

CHARLIE QUIN
Former pupil Charles (Charlie) Quin 

passed away on 7 June 2019, just a 
week after his official retirement from the 
Cayman Islands judiciary. He was 68.

A member of the cricket 1st XI and 
the athletics team (see picture in Barry 
McClelland’s contribution), Charlie left 
Bangor Grammar School after his A-Levels 

in June 1969. Three years later, on a home visit from Southampton 
University, he called with Headmaster Randall Clarke to seek his 
advice on Voluntary Service Overseas.

“I had a high regard for Randall,” he later recalled. “He told me if I 
did go I would find myself ‘poisoned for the rest of my working life.’ I 
didn’t quite understand his advice as I hadn’t even started working 
nor, at that time, was I showing any particular promise or aptitude 
for work of any sort!

“What I think he meant was that I would remain somewhat restless 

in future. Randall was prophetic because my experience on VSO 
(teaching in Kenya) did make me restless. After practising as a junior 
barrister in Belfast I then moved on to work in Bermuda, Montserrat 
and the Cayman Islands.”

Charlie, whose BGS memories included “the most wonderful 
education with great teachers and some very good friends”, was a 
son of the late Rt. Rev George Quin, for many years Rector of Bangor 
Parish before he was elevated to become Bishop of Down and 
Dromore, and Dr Norah Quin. He was educated at Garth House, 
Bangor Grammar School, Southampton University and Queen’s 
University in Belfast.

Called to the Northern Ireland Bar in 1978, Charlie practised Law 
here until 1981. He subsequently served as a Crown Counsel in the 
Attorney General’s Chambers in Bermuda (1981/84), was admitted 
as an Attorney of Grand Cayman’s Grand Court (1985), and was 
called to the Supreme Court of the Eastern Caribbean (2005). He 
also acted as Attorney General of Montserrat. He was appointed 
Queen’s Counsel in 2004 and, more recently, fourth judge of the 
Cayman Islands Grand Court.

Married to Diana (née Robinson), Charlie is also survived by three 
sons, Nick, Tom and William and the wider family circle.

TERENCE BOWMAN

DAVY REA
Friends of Richard David ‘Davy’ Rea were 

saddened to learn of his death in France 
on 30 August 2018, after a long illness 
which he bore with dignity, stoicism and 
cheerfulness.

Davy attended Connor House in the 
1950s, transferring in 1959 to BGS, where 
he played an active part in school life, 
enjoying chess, debating and the Student 

Christian Movement. He had a wonderful sense of humour and his 
unique ability to get along with everyone made him popular with 
classmates. He loved tennis and played football with his many 
friends in Ballyholme Park.

Like many others in the 1960s and 1970s, Davy went with former 
BGS students to work in England during the summer holidays. It was 
there, while working in King’s Lynn in 1972, he met his future wife Jean.

After completing a pharmacy degree at Queen’s University, Davy 
worked for Boots in Nottingham. However, it wasn’t long before 
he realised that for the sake of his family he should establish his 
own business. He developed a number of pharmacies in Cornwall, 
creating a very successful business in the process.

Holidays with the family often involved trips to France. He bought 
property there and eventually, following his retirement, he and Jean 
moved there on a permanent basis. Davy will always be remembered 
as kind, caring and compassionate. He had a highly developed 
sense of social justice, the ability to talk to anyone at their own level, 
a pleasing personality and a great sense of humour, all attributes 
which won him friends wherever he went.

Davy will be sadly missed by those who knew him, especially his 
family: Jean, Liz, Jim, the grandchildren and his brother Billy (also an 
Old Boy), to all of whom we extend our heartfelt condolences.

JEFFREY (JEFF) WRIGHT
Jeff Wright, who passed away aged just 

42 on 30 October 2018, attended Bangor 
Grammar School from 1988/95. He is 
survived by his wife Gemma and sons 
Dylan and Brandon.

Jeff was an incredibly popular guy at 
school and the coolest in the form – by a 
mile. His uniform was worn as loosely as 
possible. If you look up ‘uncomfortable’ in 

Secretary’s report Peter Blair

The committee of Bangor Grammarians, under the 
chairmanship of Terence Bowman, met on 10 occasions 
throughout the year. 

The Edinburgh Dinner again took place at the Royal Scots 
Club, on 27 October, and although there was a small 
attendance of eight Grammarians it is hoped this will 
increase in the coming years, given the sizeable number of 
old boys living or studying in Scotland.

The Bangor Dinner was held in the Marine Court Hotel on 
Friday 9 November with a good attendance of more than 
85 Grammarians being entertained by guest speaker (and 
Olympic Gold Medal winner) Stephen Martin MBE.

The venue for the London Dinner on 22 March 2019 was 
the Carlton Club with 28 Grammarians in attendance. 
Principal Mrs Huddleson delivered a well-received address 
on the past year at Bangor Grammar School. Thanks go to 
organiser Stephen Montgomery.

The customary sporting events took place during the year. 
The Boxing Day hockey fixtures were held at the school 
with two matches being played. This continues to be a very 
popular event with a large crowd in attendance. The golf 
outing at Bangor Golf Club on Friday 14 September 2018 

was well supported (with the 2019 event scheduled to have 
taken place on 30 August).

The Grammarian is again an excellent magazine under 
editor Terence Bowman, who arranges for contributions 
from many old boys of the school in various walks of life. The 
magazine also provides updates on past pupils, along with 
articles on noteworthy events at the school. The magazine 
is distributed in electronic format to our new schoolboy 
members and also to overseas members. In addition it is 
made available to all past pupils from the end of the year 
via our website.

Our website (with associated Facebook page), under the 
management of Russell Moore and his team, continues to be 
very popular, providing up to date news and photographs 
of Grammarian events. It also offers Grammarians an 
opportunity to stay in touch with each other.

In conclusion, may I pass on the thanks of the Grammarians 
Committee to the Board of Governors for granting 
permission to use the school facilities for our meetings and 
activities. Thanks also to the Principal and to the teaching 
and administrative staff for all their support over the last 
year.
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watching us put forward their own champion and I can still 
recall the look of shock on the well-muscled young man’s 
face as Noel smacked his hand onto the table in a swift 
and easy movement. The sailor then tried the other arm; an 
even worse result followed. He gave up, shaking his head in 
amazement.

The Adventure Club had come into existence in response 
to a desire to keep the boys gainfully occupied during the 
final days of term as the long summer break approached. 
A few staff members would enlist pupils who were keen to 
camp in an interesting part of Ireland. Locations included 
Mullaghmore in County Sligo, the Mourne Mountains 
and the Ballycastle area, along with a base on a Sligo farm 
owned by Chris Harte’s cousin.

Field trips
Field trips were another important aspect of the 

Geography Department’s year as they offered the boys an 
opportunity to experience much more of the real world 
than they would ever find in the classroom. The Scottish 
coast was the destination for early trips, with the English 
Lake District eventually becoming the venue for the annual 
Lower Sixth trip. This involved transporting 30-plus boys 
to Scotland via the Larne Ferry, followed by a bus trip 
to Carlisle, where we picked up minibuses for the daily 
activities.

On one occasion I arrived back at our base in Keswick, 
after a day of farm surveys 
with a group of boys, to be 
told by John Smyth that the 
police had been trying to 
track us down all day and I 
needed to report to the local 
station. The problem arose, it 
transpired, because I’d left off 
the boys to question tenant 
farmers on one of Cumbria’s 
big estates, owned by a certain 
William Whitelaw, Secretary 
of State for Northern Ireland 
in 1972/73. Naturally enough, 
a group of young men dressed 
in anoraks with Ulster accents 
had raised some concerns. As 
we had already moved out of 
that area, across to the Eden 
Valley, the police failed to 
find us. However, officers 
traced our minibus to the hire 
company in Carlisle and they 
were able to vouch for us.

Some teaching staff
I owe John Smyth and Jimmy Welch so much. John was a 

wonderful mentor to me as a young and very inexperienced 
teacher, ultimately becoming a lifelong friend. He and 
his wife Joan hold the distinction of having visited us at 
every location where Trish and I have lived in Australia. In 
addition, we have made the short hop ‘across the ditch’ from 
the ‘West Island’ to meet up with them in New Zealand on 
two occasions. Back in 1975, when Jimmy Welch returned 

to coaching the 1st XV, he asked me to assist him. Thus 
began the most significant and enjoyable coaching period 
of my career. It is so sad that Jimmy, another lifelong friend, 
is now in such poor health.

Allen Abraham taught me Geography for one year 
at Grosvenor High School and inspired in me a lifelong 
passion for the subject. Bruce 
Greenfield was interviewed in 
London and offered a teaching 
position, along with a promise 
that his travel ticket would be 
paid for by the school. Bruce 
got a shock when he received a 
ferry ticket to Belfast in the mail 
as he thought he’d accepted a job 
in Bangor, North Wales! Bruce 
was also a judo expert, possibly 
a black belt. I remember the day 
he took hold of the collars of my jacket and with a gentle 
twist demonstrated how you could make someone pass out 
by restricting the blood flow to the brain!

Dr Robert Rodgers had taught me History at Grosvenor 
and made me a little bit richer by being appointed 
Headmaster in 1975. A sweep was organised by the staff 
after the shortlist was drawn up and I was the only person 
to back ‘The Doc’. Harry Eadie was a great old-style 
schoolmaster. I always remember the tin box he carried 
around – it contained the lunch money he collected from 
us from time to time!

George Heuston was steeped in the country pursuits 
of fishing and shooting. A rumour abounded that on one 
shooting expedition he had taken aim at a rabbit but shot 
his dog instead – not dead, thankfully! On another occasion, 
returning in the dark on his trusty motorbike from some 
evening fishing, George ran into a jet-black bullock that 
had wandered onto the road.

Raphael Sutter, a good 
Ballymena man and great 
photographer, from whom I 
learned so much, inspired me 
to buy a really good camera. He 
and I were often the ‘last men 
standing’ at the end of the day, 
still talking in the staffroom 
as the school was about to be 
locked up for the night. Irwin 
Bonar always had the number of 
days until retirement displayed 
on the corner of his blackboard. 
I played squash with Irwin and 
to my great chagrin was never 
able to beat him!

Incidentally, Ian Hunter 
mentioned many fine non-
teaching staff members in his 
excellent Grammarian magazine 
article (2017). I would add to 
that list Ivy Comyns, the bursar 
with the soft Southern accent; 
Marie Robinson, with whom I 
still meet up every time we return 

Members of the Lake District 
field trip (plus minibus) who 
took part in the Whitelaw 
estate ‘invasion

Working in the Borrowdale 
Valley with John Smyth 
during the Lake District field 
trip

Bruce Greenfield

Raphael Sutter and George 
Cameron on the Stranraer 

ferry for a First Form end-
of-year day trip to Scotland

Ivy Comyns

George Cameron taught Geography and coached rugby at 
Bangor Grammar School between 1969 and 1980. Emigrating to 
Zimbabwe, he taught at St. George’s College and continued to 
coach rugby. In 1988 he and his wife and two children relocated 
to N. Queensland, Australia, teaching and now coaching rugby 
league at Blackheath and Thornburgh College, in Charters Towers. 
He finished his teaching career in the Bundaberg area and, now 
retired, lives with his wife in the Darling Downs area of S. E. 
Queensland.

I was born in Antrim town a year 
after the end of the Second World 
War. My father, a marine engineer 
from Ballycastle, had travelled the 
world, much of the time with P&O 
carrying the Royal Mail out to 
India. He was a trainee with engine 
builders Workman, Clark & Co., 
on the Queen’s Island when Titanic 
was being built. My mother, a 
teacher from Cookstown, had won 
a King’s Scholarship to Stranmillis 
College.

My education began at Lylehill PS, a two-teacher school of 
around 30 pupils near our small farm in the Templepatrick 
area. Catherine (Kate) Hoey, the current MP for Vauxhall, 
was in my class. It was a great culture shock to move from 
this small school to Grosvenor High School, which for my 
first year was located off Roden Street (behind the Royal 
Victoria Hospital). It was certainly an interesting area – our 
weekly walk to the Falls Road Baths for swimming lessons 
occasionally presented challenges involving local layabouts 
that I hadn’t previously experienced in rural Co Antrim. We 
had to learn fast and run away equally quickly!

I went up to Queen’s University in 1965. As well as 
reading Geography I joined the rugby club and played the 
game seriously for the first time. I hadn’t played it at school, 
apart from a couple of times for the 3rd XV in my final 
year.

In June 1969, after sitting my finals at Queen’s, the time 
came to consider what to do in life. My mother had previously 
spotted an advert in the Belfast Telegraph, indicating Bangor 
Grammar School was seeking a geography teacher. However, 
as I was then in the middle of my exams, I decided not to 
apply. Some weeks later the same advert reappeared, this 
time I did apply and I was called for interview. The first 
person I met was Mrs Sangster, the headmaster’s secretary. 
Betty was a wonderful lady, who, I was to find as I settled 
into the school, was a great ‘go to’ person for help and 
advice. She was also a fearsome opponent if you crossed her, 

which, fortunately, I never did!
There was only one other 

interviewee, ex-BGS pupil Marty 
Imrie (1958/65), with whom I 
had just spent four years studying 
geography at Queen’s. I think 
it was because I answered the 
question ‘Would you be prepared 
to coach a rugby team?’ in the 
affirmative that the position was 
offered to me. And so, at the end 
of August 1969, I resigned from 
my summer job with Grahams 
of Dromore building the M2 (in 
the process giving up a blossoming career as a CAT D8 
and Euclid scraper driver!). A few days later I began my 
teaching career at the Grammar, along with Ian Hunter, 
Peter McGaffin and Tony Ragg.

There is so much more to any great school than the 
relatively narrow confines of the classroom, with many 
teachers willingly giving up their own time to organise and 
lead a range of activities in their own particular areas of 
interest. I was asked if I would 
be interested in becoming 
involved in two of these, the 
Continental Tour and the 
Adventure Club. Trips abroad 
were organised every two or 
three years and I was part of 
three: Corfu and the Greek 
mainland, the Black Sea coast 
of Bulgaria, and the Innsbruck 
area of Austria.

To pass the time one balmy 
evening while returning on a 
ferry from the mainland to 
Corfu, some of the boys began 
a series of physical tests such as 
push-ups and arm wrestling. 
The very powerfully-built 
14-year-old Noel Wright 
could beat all-comers. He 
even began to do push-ups 
with a boy sitting on his back. 
He reckoned he could do one 
with me on his back. At that stage of my life I would have 
weighed just over 15 stone. Noel managed the feat with 
ease!

Then the arm wrestling began and again no one, students 
or staff alike, could beat Noel. Some Greek sailors who were 

How I left a blossoming career as a motorway 
builder to join the staff at Bangor Grammar 
School!

George Cameron

George Cameron 
today

Betty Sangster

George Cameron and John 
Smyth with Adventure Club 
participants during a visit to 

the North Antrim coast

This shot was taken during a 
continental trip to Innsbruck 

in Austria. Included are 
teacher Errol Steele and Irwin 

Bonar’s daughter Joanna.
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year, as did Garth Maxwell. 
The following year, 1979, 
we again reached the Final 
with a very good team, but 
in a game that should have 
been postponed due to the 
awful weather conditions, 
we lost by three points to 
a very streetwise Methody 
side.

The annual tours, always during the latter part of 
the Christmas term, were an important part of team 
development prior to the Schools’ Cup. In the five years I 
coached with Jimmy we only lost once, to the rising West 
Park of St. Helens, They would become one of England’s 
leading rugby schools within a few years. On two occasions 
we were the only school to beat powerful opponents in that 
year. Firstly, George Watson’s College in Edinburgh, and 
then, a couple of years later, De La Salle College in Salford. 
I would rate them the best team BGS played against in my 
time as coach.

Terry McMaster and Philip ‘Pip’ Herron are two other 
players I would mention here. Terry was very versatile, able 
to play anywhere in the backline. He dropped the winning 
goal out of a sea of mud to beat De La Salle. As well as 
having a great footballing brain, Pip was also a great ball 
distributor. He made the break and delivered the pass to 
give Kenny Hooks the chance to just make the line to beat 
George Watson’s. I could write a whole article on rugby 
alone and probably will do one day!

Life after BGS
Today, 39 years after leaving Northern Ireland, we live 

700m above sea level on the Australian Continental Divide, 
just north of the city of Toowoomba in Queensland. I have 
now fully retired, as has Trish, though she still does some 
consultancy work in her field of agricultural economics.

I left Bangor with a position in place at St. George’s 
College, Harare, teaching Geography and coaching the 1st 
XV forward pack. Our son, Stephen, was born in Harare 
in 1982. By 1984 all Trish’s family had left Zimbabwe and, 
with a young son, we began to be concerned about the 
future. A declining value dollar and the prospect of having 
to send Stephen to university in either South Africa or the 
UK meant we reluctantly looked overseas for our future. 

The following year we embarked on an exploratory trip 
around the world to settle on a new home, looking at the 
UK and Ireland, Canada and Australia.

During this time we spent over a year back in Northern 
Ireland, renovating my mother’s house. Our daughter, 
Alicia, was born in 1986 in the RVH. She is so proud to be 
Ulster-born! I also spent time then completing a Diploma 
in Agriculture at Greenmount College. With Trish having 
three brothers already in 
Australia, we settled there 
in the end. Moving in 
1988, we spent four years 
in North Queensland 
at Blackheath and 
Thornburgh College, 
where as well as teaching 
Geography, I also coached 
rugby league. With our 
children now growing 
more independent, Trish 
resumed her career as an 
agricultural economist and 
we moved south to the 
‘Rum City’ of Bundaberg. 
I then became a supply 
teacher as Trish’s job 
involved a lot of travel. 
With a son who played 
hockey and a daughter 
playing volleyball, I got 
involved in both sports as a coach and manager.

I am certain I would have been one of those staff members 
who remained at BGS for my entire teaching life, had I 
not met Trish Green in Zimbabwe in 1980. In the space 
of 17 days, from first going out together, we had made 
the decision to marry and to live in Zimbabwe. It is too 
long a story to tell here, but meeting Trish can be traced 
back to my breaking a leg in 1974 when playing rugby for 
Grosvenor FP (Former Pupils) at Ballyclare!

It was a hard decision to leave the wonderful Bangor 
Grammar School, with such great staff and boys. I had 
many friends there but it is a decision we have never ever 
regretted. I know beyond any shadow of a doubt how lucky 
I was to have spent 11 years and one term at the school. 
What I owe the staff and pupils is immeasurable; I will 
never forget them.

Derek Larmour kicks for touch… 
game unknown

Members of the Athletics team in 1976 pictured with coaches (from 
left) Ray Mowat, George Cameron and Jimmy Welch, along with 
Headmaster Dr Robert Rodgers. Back (from left): G. Pagels, K. 
Thompson, J. Byers, M. Farrar, M. Pielou, J. Henderson, J. Bayly, M. 
Wilson, J. Maginnis, D. Sterling. Middle: P. Wickens, D. Hooks, K. Nicol, 
D. Chambers, K. Hooks, B. Scott, D. Boal, S. Millar, D. Stanfield, G. Clegg, 
T. Coffey. Front: R. Wickens, I. Eldridge, J. Eakin, A. Kerr, J. Doherty, D. 
Boston, P. Nicholl, J. McMurray, N. Barton and A. Spence.

George Cameron (front, left) is pictured with members of the 1978 
Schools’ Cup-winning squad during his return visit to Bangor in May 

2019. Back (from left): Donald Thompson, Neil Hamilton, Kenny Hooks, 
David Hooks, David Lennon, Garth Maxwell, Mark Nolan, Ronnie 

McCombe and Jim Coffey. Also seated – Tim Richards.

During his recent return visit to 
Bangor George (left) is pictured 
with Marie and Arthur Robinson 

and John Hunter

George and Trish Cameron (right) 
are pictured with (from left) Errol 

Steele and Ivan and Doreen 
Wilson

to Bangor; Joy Burns and Noreen Blair, Dorothy McMullen 
and Maggie Hamilton – the part these wonderful women 
played in the smooth running of the school, and the support 
they gave to the teaching staff, was immense.

Willie Evans and Bob Bower were the groundsmen at 
Ballymacormack, which often seemed to be one of the 
most exposed places on the Western Europe seaboard. 
They worked miracles each week to restore the pitches we 
churned up most Saturdays.

Coaching rugby
Bangor Grammar School held what is the second oldest 

rugby trophy in the world when I joined the staff. I watched 
that 1969 final, with rising star Dick Milliken at the core 
of the team. Never in my wildest dreams could I ever have 
imagined that nine years later I would be the forwards 
coach, under the great Jimmy Welch, when Kenny Hooks 
held aloft the Schools’ Cup once again. It was, at that time, 
only the second time in the long history of the school that 
the trophy had come to Bangor.

In my first year I was assigned to the Medallion XV, 
with Harry Williams being given the unenviable task of 
educating a very inexperienced young coach. Harry was a 
great mentor and I gained considerable knowledge under 
this wily prop, who was later to become arguably the most 
successful coach in Ulster history, winning the Heineken 
Cup in 1999. Harry moved up to coach the 1st XV in 1970 
and I, in turn, became the Medallion coach, assisted by 
Peter McGaffin. The first round of that year’s Medallion 
Shield saw us travelling about as far as one could to another 
school in Ulster. We had drawn Portora Royal School in 
Enniskillen. In a very tight game full time saw the scores 
locked at 3-3. The local referee then played 15 minutes of 
injury time, during which Portora were awarded a penalty 
in front of the posts. Their kicker missed and our boys lived 
to fight again. The replay in Bangor was won when centre 
Colin Miller soared high under the crossbar to catch a 
failing penalty shot and scored the crucial try.

The team, captained by David Sim at fly-half, gained 
great confidence from this win and went on to beat a good 
Dungannon team away. Methodist College at home was 
always going to be a difficult game and it was lost very 
narrowly. Methody went on to win the Shield that year.

Austin Foote, the openside flanker on this team, remains 
one of the best players I have ever coached. I would also 

mention fellow teacher 
Des Weir, who joined 
me as Medallion coach 
when Peter McGaffin left 
BGS. A very good coach, 
Des went on to take the 
Medallion XV to contest a 
Shield final in later years.

As mentioned, in 1975 
Jimmy Welch returned to 
coaching the 1st XV and 
asked me to assist him. 
This marked the beginning of the most significant and 
enjoyable period of coaching of my career. Jimmy is by far 
the best rugby man I have ever known, and we had the 
good fortune to always work in great harmony, both with 
each other and with the boys.

In our first year we came very close to contesting the 
Schools’ Cup final, going down in a semi-final replay to 
Campbell College. Jump forward to 1978 and we knew 
we had a very good team early in the season. We reached 
the St Patrick’s Day final after a campaign that saw us play 
all games away from home. All were won well in the end, 
though not without tough moments.

Surprisingly, it was Annadale Grammar that we faced at 
Ravenhill, as they had beaten the more fancied RBAI in 
the semis. They were a tough, uncompromising unit and 
we felt they would target our halves, John McMaster and 
Derek Larmour. I don’t remember a single hand being laid 
on John all game, thanks to superb protection from the 
scrum by the much underrated Andrew McAuley, along 
with great organisation by the whole pack at the lineout. A 
tough game ended in a 17-9 victory, with two superb tries 
by the Hooks brothers swinging it our way.

Kenny Hooks and Derek Larmour were world-class 
schoolboy players. Kenny that year played against what is 
the greatest schoolboy team I have ever seen, the Australians. 
He was easily of their standard. Kenny was also the Irish 
Schools 100m and 200m sprint champion, but he was so 
much more than just a speedster. Both he and Derek had 
great skills at the tackle and breakdown areas. Derek played 
for Irish Schools and he also toured Australia.

John McMaster and Mark Nolan were Irish Schools 
reserves, and if playing in the modern era both would have 
been capped ‘off the bench’. David Hooks, a very good all-
round footballer, went on to play for Irish Schools the next 

Members of the Medallion XV in 1970/71 pictured with coaches Peter 
McGaffin (left) and George Cameron, along with Headmaster Randall 
Clarke. Back (from left): M. Moore, P. Collins, A. McDowell, B. Johnston, D. 
Wylde, R. Mayne, S. Whiteside, C. Miller. Middle: M. Quiery, I Ferguson, G. 
McGimpsey, D. Sim, A. Foote, G. Robinson, C. Swain. Front: S. Knox and 
B. Kearney.

Austin Foote drives upfield with 
the ball. Also in the picture are 

Peter Collins, Brian Johnston and 
Robert (Herbie) Mayne

The Schools’ Cup-winning team of 1978 with coaches George 
Cameron (left) and Jimmy Welch (right), along with Headmaster Dr 

Robert Rodgers. Back (from left): Derek Larmour, Rickie Blackie, Ronnie 
McCombe, Jim Coffey, Andrew McAuley, John Henderson, Donald 
Thompson, Neil Hamilton. Middle: Garth Maxwell, Gordon Halliday, 

David Hooks, Kenny Hooks (captain), John McMaster, Robert Yourston, 
Mark Nolan, Colin Rodgers. Front: Michael Wilson and Alastair Webb.
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Fifty years on – Schools’ Cup winners return to 
the scene of their famous victory!

Special report submitted on behalf of the First Fifteen

When referee Jessie Page blew his whistle to mark 
the end of the 1969 Schools’ Cup Final, it didn’t just 
mark the end of Bangor Grammar’s first successful Cup 
campaign, it was also the end of an exceptional seven 
years for a team that had won all four competitions 
available to it: Medallion Shield and Sevens, Schools’ 
Cup and Sevens – still an unparalleled achievement in 
the history of Ulster Schools’ rugby.

The signs that a strong team was starting to 
emerge could be seen as early as the 1964/65 season, 
when high scoring victories for the Under 14s were 
commonplace. The following season, under new 
coaches Victor Christie and Derek Wilkins, the side 
continued to steamroller through the opposition with 
only BRA and Ballymena offering token resistance. 
Over their 20 matches (with three points then for a 

try), they amassed a total of 279 points for and only 28 against, securing the Medallion Shield with just three points 
conceded. The strength of the squad was now evident, the Gryphon was definitely rampant, and further honours lay ahead!

Although Bangor Grammar’s reputation in schools’ rugby was steadily growing during the 1960s and the teams were 
becoming difficult opponents for the strong Belfast rugby schools, Cup success remained elusive. The 1st XV of 1966/67 lost 
only once all year – to Rainey Endowed, eventual winners of the competition. However, momentum was definitely building. 

 The breakthrough finally came in 1968/69, when the nucleus of the ‘66 Medallion team regrouped with confidence 
and experience. The players had developed the habit of winning, they were no longer intimidated by the traditional rugby 
schools, and they were expected to acquit themselves well, reaching the very high standards set by those teams of the previous 
few years. Matt Gillan was appointed as coach to assist Jimmy Welch.

Whilst a Scottish tour in December 1968 was disrupted by snow and frost, it undoubtedly allowed that strong team spirit 
to reach a peak and also helped to prepare the players mentally and physically for the approaching Cup campaign. It was a 

bonus that the same 15 were able to play in each round of the Cup:
1-8: G. Swenarton, D. Wakeford, R. Whiteford, W. Stevenson, W. Kirk, 

V. Swain, J. Conn; W. McCreadie; 9-15: L. MacCallum, D. Milliken, H. 
McClenahan, J. Neill, R. Craig, D. Lightbody, R. Forsythe.

The first major challenge came in the quarter-final against old rivals 
Rainey Endowed on a Magherafelt mud bath. A magnificent second-half 
display ended with a 12-3 victory to take the School into the semi-finals 
for the first time in 30 years. There followed a tough, nerve-tingling fight 
against an excellent Coleraine side at Ballymacormick, eventually decided 
by a Forsythe penalty (3-0) to take BGS through to its first-ever final. 

That match, against favourites Campbell College on Monday 17 March 
1969, has been well documented. Bangor was virtually deserted as special 
trains and buses were laid on to take the enthusiastic crowds to Ravenhill. 
Fifteen thousand watched a dour struggle on a dull, windy day, with 
Campbell eventually defeated 6-3 by Robert Forsythe’s late penalty to 
ensure the Cup travelled back to Bangor for the first time. Celebrations 
went long into the night. As the Spectator reported the following Friday, it 
was a ‘Great Day for Bangor.’

Exactly 50 years (and a day) later, on Monday 18 March 2019, a 
15-strong party met for coffee at the Royal Ulster Yacht Club before 
travelling by coach to the Kingspan Stadium (aka Ravenhill) for lunch in 
the new Corporate Hospitality suite and to later watch Campbell College 
losing to a very strong Methody team.

The luncheon group, which made the nostalgic trip to the scene of 

their most famous victory, included 12 players from 
the 1969 squad – some having travelled significant 
distances to be there – along with team coach 
Matt Gillan, Medallion coach Victor Christie and 
former Vice-Principal Bertie Styles, who was always 
enormously supportive of the 1st XV. Regrettably, 
Jimmy Welch was not well enough to participate and 
three of the players, Ricky Craig, Robert Forsythe 
and Gary Swenarton, are no longer with us. All were 
remembered fondly by the attendees. 

It is beyond question that members of Bangor 
Grammar School’s 1968/69 1st XV squad developed 
a unique bond during that Schools’ Cup campaign 
–  the combination of winning the Schools’ Cup and 
doing it for the first time proving enduringly special. 

 Five decades on, the most amazing aspect of the 
day was how all the players shared clear memories of important tackles, tries scored, opportunities missed and opportunities 
taken. It is surely a measure of the significance of the experience that after all these years the images and recollections were 
so vivid. It was wonderful to reminisce and catch up on how careers and lives had unfolded. 

Great recollections for one and all, especially for those who had entered the School in 1962 and had literally grown 
up together as they developed their interest in rugby, achieving something unique with friends and classmates in those 
formative years. It is difficult to describe it adequately to others, but the closeness still experienced 50 years on is testament 
to a very special time in all our lives. 

And so to the next 50 years!!

Bangor Grammar School’s 1st XV in 1968/69 – winners of the Schools’ Cup 
and Seven-a-Side competitions – with coaches Jimmy Welch (left) and Matt 
Gillan, along with Headmaster Randall Clarke. Back (from left): D. Lightbody,  G. 
Swenarton,  W. Stevenson,  M. Wells,  J. McDowell,  V. Swain,  R. Forsythe. Middle: 
J. Neill, L. MacCallum, W. McCreadie, D. Milliken (Captain), J. Conn, W. Kirk, D. 
Wakeford. Front: R. Whiteford and H. McClenahan

Bangor Grammar School’s equalising try in the 
Schools’ Cup final is scored by Billy Kirk.  
Spectator photograph

Lyn MacCallum makes a vital tackle against Coleraine 
at Ballymacormick in the semi-final (a game BGS won 
3-0).

Among those who attended the 2019 reunion are (from left): Vic Swain, 
Martyn Wells, Dick Milliken, John Neill, Billy Kirk, John Young, James Conn, 

Lyn MacCallum, Hayden McClenahan, David Lightbody and Victor Christie 
(Medallion coach). Not present when the picture was taken: Raymond 
Whiteford, Don Wakeford, Matt Gillan and Bertie Styles. Bill McCreadie 

(Canada) and Willy Stevenson (England) were unable to attend.

McCulloughs of Bangor
Local Family Business, established in 1961

Wide range of

Prams, Nursery Items, Giftware & Toys
19-21 Bridge Street, Bangor BT20 5AW                   Phone: 02891 272776
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News

Bangor Grammar School’s first centenarian
A retired GP, who 

attended Bangor 
Grammar School from 
1931/38, celebrated 
his 100th birthday on 
6 January 2019. Not 
only is Dr Jim Gibson, 
who resides in his native 
Newcastle, the school’s 
oldest known living past 
pupil, it is also believed 

he is the first person associated with BGS to reach his 
century.

Jim’s father moved his family to Bangor in 1930 because 
at the time there was no grammar school in East Down 
(Down High would open in Downpatrick in 1933). The 
Gibsons lived at ‘Sandown’ on the Groomsport Road.

He visited the school’s new campus in December 
2013, when he was accorded a warm welcome by (then) 
Headmaster Stephen Connolly. A former member of the 
school’s 1st XV, Dr Gibson was delighted to present his 
Colours rugby blazer from 1936/37 to the Archives.

After completing his education at BGS he attended the 
College of Surgeons in Dublin, subsequently qualifying as 
a doctor. Following spells in Londonderry and Holywood, 
he returned to Newcastle – before the creation of the NHS 
– and went on to become a popular family GP. He retired in 
1984 but maintained a busy outdoor life, which included 
fishing and sailing.

Class of 1951 member Billy 
Martin has been elected as the 
new President of the Royal Ulster 
Agricultural Society.  He lives in 
Greyabbey and is a partner in 
the family farm, which consists 
primarily of sheep and willow 
production. 

Billy’s dedication to the 
agricultural industry extends 
beyond his involvement with the 
Society. He held the position of 
President of the Young Farmers 
Clubs of Ulster from 1975/77 and 

was President of the Ulster Farmers Union in 1985/1986. 

Another Class of 1951 member, Ronnie Drury, has 
been awarded a certificate by the Dean of Belfast, Very Rev. 
Stephen Forde, in recognition of completing a three-year 
organ scholarship course. The course – sponsored by the 
Diocese of Down, Dromore and Connor – involved organ 
tuition and choir training.

Stephen Donaldson (1968/75), who is Northern 
Ireland’s Chief Commissioner, attended the 24th World 

Scout Jamboree at the Summit Bechtel Family National 
Scout Reserve in West Virginia, USA, from 22 July to 2 
August 2019.

Last year’s Grammarian featured former Bangor FC 
player Andy Massey’s journey all the way from Clandeboye 
Park to Anfield, along with an as-yet-incomplete list of past 
and indeed present pupils who have played or still play for 
the local club. It would therefore be remiss not to mention 
those past pupils whose involvement pointed the way to this 
year’s table-topping success in the Ballymena and Provincial 
Intermediate League, happily restoring Bangor FC to the 
Irish League set-up.

Take a bow then chairman Nicky Davidson (1960/72) 
who with football secretary Gerry Watson (1963/68), 
company secretary/ treasurer Peter Vannucci (1969/71), 
and others, undoubtedly saved the club by forming a new 
board in summer 2017. Current players include Ethan 
Boylan and Brett Widdowson.

As for Andy Massey (1997/04), his role as Head of 
Medical Services at Liverpool FC ensured he was on the 
bench for the club’s 2-0 Champions League final victory 
over Tottenham Hotspur at Madrid’s Wanda Metropolitano 
Stadium on 1 June 2019. He was also on the Liverpool 
bus that paraded through the city the following day to the 
cheers of 750,000 supporters.

Staying on the soccer theme for a moment, spare a 
thought (or perhaps a prayer) for 
the Rev. Richard Baxter, who 
attended Connor House and 
Bangor Grammar School from 
1965/79, and serves as Church of 
Scotland minister in the Scottish 
town of Fort William. One of his 
pastoral duties is as chaplain to 
the local soccer team, which plays 
in the Highland League.

We first noticed this story 
back in January after Ivan Little 
reported in the Belfast Telegraph 
how Fort William FC had 
picked up just five points and conceded 180 goals in the 
2017/18 season and were already halfway through the 
2018/19 season without as much as a win under their belts. 
Unbelievably, Richard had never seen the team secure a 
victory since arriving in the town in 2016 – and a regular 
check through the Scottish results showed this remained 
the case throughout the season.

In what is fast becoming a regular ‘fixture’ in these notes, 
the achievements of past pupil Mark McCall (1979/86) 
merit attention yet again. The Saracens director of rugby 
guided the club to their fifth Premiership victory (their 
fourth in five years) with a 37-34 victory over Exeter on 
1 June 2019, having already secured a third European 

Billy Martin

The Rev. Richard Baxter
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Dr Gibson presented his Honours 
blazer to Headmaster Stephen 
Connolly in 2013
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title in four years with a 20-10 victory over Leinster in the 
Champions Cup final on 11 May.

Remaining on a 
rugby theme, Irish 
international Stuart 
McCloskey (2004/11) 
received the Bank of 
Ireland Player of the 

Year and Ulster Rugby Supporters Club Player of the Year 
accolades at Ulster Rugby’s annual awards on 9 May 2019. 
This followed a superb season in the Guinness Pro14 and 
Heineken Champions Cup. Stuart was also presented with 
an honours cap for reaching 100 appearances.

Aaron Sexton, who 
completed his Bangor 
Grammar School 
education in June 2019, 
was named CD Group 
Ulster A Player of the 

Year, rounding off another remarkable sporting year. 

Bangor Grammar School can lay claim to no fewer than 
six members of the new 40-strong Ards and North Down 
Borough Council, following the elections which took 
place on Thursday 2 May 2019. Enrolment records show 
Stephen Dunlop (Greens, Bangor Central), attended the 
School from 1970/75; Stephen Dunne (DUP, Holywood 
and Clandeboye), attended from 2002/09; Carl McClean 
(Ulster Unionists, Holywood and Clandeboye), attended 
from 1990/97; Peter Martin (DUP, Bangor East and 
Donaghadee), attended from 1982/89: and Gavin 
Walker (Alliance, Bangor East and Donaghadee) attended 
from 1969/74. Andrew Muir (Alliance, Holywood and 
Clandeboye), attended Connor House from 1981/84.

During the year we welcomed former pupil Alan 
Railton as a new member of Bangor Grammarians. What 
is particularly remarkable is that Alan attended Bangor 
Grammar School for just a year, back in 1960, before he 
reached his ‘teens.’ He arrived at the school from Ballyclare 
High, having previously spent three years at Connor House, 
but his family very soon moved on to Dublin. It was while 
at Connor House that Alan forged a lifelong friendship 
with Dougie Rea, who not only attended Bangor Grammar 
School but also served with distinction as a member of staff 
(as his father Henry had done before him). The message is 
a simple one – we welcome all former pupils and not only 
those with seven years or more under their belts. 

Michael Thomson, who attended Connor House 
and Bangor Grammar School from 1962/75, has been 
appointed by the Bureau of European Design Associations 
as its first consultant Managing Director. Back in 1995 
Michael established Design Connect, his own design 
strategy and facilitation business, in London. Since then 
Michael, twin son of Connor House Headmaster Gordon 
Thomson, has worked internationally, across the private 
and public sectors, with leading design consultancies and 
global brands.

Past pupil George Lowden, who attended the School from 
1963/66, has a new string to his bow or, rather, his guitar! 
For the acclaimed luthier, who is based in Downpatrick, has 

produced a new range 
of guitars in association 
with world famous 
singer-songwriter Ed 
Sheeran. The guitar 
range, under the 
brand name ‘Sheeran 
by Lowden’, resulted 
from previous work 
with fellow County 
Down man Gary 
Lightbody (of Snow Patrol fame). Back in 2012 George 
received a call from Gary asking him to make a small-
bodied guitar as a present for Ed.

Staying with musical matters, the Bono/ Gary Lightbody 
duet at last May’s Ward Park 3 concert may have grabbed 
all the headlines, but there was also plenty of praise for 
support act Two Door 
Cinema Club. The band 
comprises former BGS 
pupils Alex Trimble, Sam 
Halliday and Kevin Baird 
(all 2001/08), who first 
found international fame 
in 2010.

Gary Lightbody is a big 
fan of Two Door Cinema 
Club, who also appeared at 
Glastonbury (where they 
are a regular fixture) in late 
June. Another past pupil, 
Stephen McCartney, sang 
at Fealty’s (High Street) as part of Ward Park 3.

Incidentally, the band’s name came from Sam’s 
mispronunciation of the local Tudor Cinema.

And finally, past pupil Joseph Butler-Sloss set an excellent 
example by attending not only the London Dinner on 22 
March past (the Carlton Club venue being close to his 
home in the city), but also the Edinburgh Dinner, which 
was held at the Royal Scots Club on 27 October 2018.

Only our chairman, Terence Bowman (1962/75) 
matched the feat (plus the Bangor Dinner as well), but 
Joseph has a few more miles on the proverbial clock – he 
attended Bangor Grammar School for five years during the 
Second World War, from 1939/44, whereas the chairman 
didn’t leave until 1975. That’s almost yesterday!

George Lowden with Ed Sheeran

Two Door Cinema Club perform 
at Ward Park 3  

(Picture by Ken Best)

The committee of the school’s tennis club in 1941 included the teenage 
Joseph Butler-Sloss (standing beside Headmaster Maurice Wilkins. Also 
in back row: J. A. Logan, R. E. Wright, D. H. L. Reid, Mr J. E. Haire. Front: W. 

S. Harding, R. S. Good, D. A. L. McKee.
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