
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT ARCHIVE 

THE SCHOOL SONG 

Comgall noster, Columbanus, Our own Comgall and Columbanus, 
Sanctus noster Gall Britannos Our own St Gall made the Britons 
Effecere Christianos. Christian. 
Floreat Bangoria - May Bangor flourish -  
Deo laus et gloria. To God be the praise and glory. 

Sana mens in corpore sano Here let a sound mind and a sound body 
Hic quaeratur, et humano Be sought and  
Quisque sit discipulus Let every pupil be of a civilised spirit. 
Animo.  Ne pavidus Let him go out without fear 
Exeat, labaraturus, To work 
Inter pares, oraturus, Among his fellows. 
Oraturus, To pray,  
Fidem quolibet laturus. To carry his faith with him everywhere. 

Veritatis hinc cultores From here the devotees of truth 
Ibant olim professores, Used to go formerly to make its claims: 
Hinc Oxoniam doctores, from here they went to Oxford as teachers. 
Floreat Bangoria – May Bangor flourish - 
Deo laus et gloria. To God be the praise and glory. 

Hinc eamus verecundi Let us go from here as men with a sense 
Viri.  Munc arcana mundi of reverence. Nowadays it is the holy mysteries 
Sacra ferimus fecundi. Of the teeming Universe that we carry. 
Floreat Bangoria – May Bangor flourish - 
Deo laus et gloria. To God be the praise and glory. 

Words:  Elsie Patton  Music:  Ernest Emery 

 

 “The musician may sing to you of the rhythm which is in all space  
but he cannot give you the ear which arrests the rhythm nor the voice that echoes it.”  
 

THE PROPHET 
 Kahlil Gibran  
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THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT ARCHIVE 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

In 2014 Bangor Grammar School’s much-loved and annually anticipated magazine, ‘The 

Gryphon’, went online and ceased publication in hard copy. It seemed timely, therefore, to 

archive in one place the Music Department’s ‘Gryphon’ reports from the school year 1969-

1970 to date. 

 

This would not have been possible without the invaluable and extensive help of many people, 

not least, Mr Barry Greenaway, the School Archivist. He has patiently scanned all the annual 

reports from the days before computers, plus the gaps since, and e-mailed them in a format 

which was able to be converted into Word documents, then proof read, edited and included in 

this document. My gratitude is proportional to his great contribution. 

 

My esteemed former colleague 1996-2001, successor as Director of Music and highly-valued 

friend of twenty years, Mr Jonathan Rea, has continued to provide frequent wise counsel, has 

proof read and provided much important input for the years following my retirement and, 

indeed, prior to it. The debt to him is enormous and happily his interest in the school 

continues in his roles as a parent and as a former member of staff.  

 

Mrs Claire Buchanan has provided information for the years after Jonathan left teaching, 

posting original copies and photocopies where these were not available in abundance. 

Thanks are also extended to her and also to Sharon Cordner and Paul O’Reilly for their help 

in this production. 

 

I hope that they will all get satisfaction from their parts in producing this archive of the Music 

Department in the annual articles from its inception and other inclusions. 

 

Mr Sam Wolfenden kindly gave kind permission to include his History of The School Song, 

written for another place at another time. 

 

Thanks are also due to the magazine editors and everyone, named and unnamed, who 

contributed to the annual Gryphon reports. Most of, thanks to all Bangor Grammar School 

musicians over the years, for without them there were have been nothing to archive. 

 

It would be severely remiss not to thank the four headmasters during my tenure; the 

departmental and school teaching colleagues, particularly Mr Ken Browne who directed the 
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band 1977-1986; the instrumental tutors; the administrative, maintenance and catering staffs 

and everyone who, over the years, gave their support, co-operation and tolerance to the new 

department of 1969 as it grew and developed. None of it would have been possible without so 

many people, far too numerous to name in full but three people must be thanked individually, 

Margaret Hamilton, Matt McClements and Peter Sharpe for their hard work and unfailing 

friendly support and encouragement throughout many years.  

 

It is impossible to express adequate thanks to the thousands of parents who, since 1969, 

have supported their sons, their sons’ music-making and the Music Department in tangible 

and intangible ways. Thank you. 

 

This project has revealed itself to be a social history in many ways. A study of the Music 

Reports in ‘The Gryphon’ 1969 through the succeeding years reveals progress from two-

fingered typing on a small portable to electric golf-ball typewriter to computers and tablets; 

from Banda and Gestetner ink duplicating machines to monochromatic and colour digital 

printers; from heated wax page copiers to scanners; from dotted black and white photographs 

to high quality digital photography and from paper communication to e-mail and the internet. 

Most importantly, it unveils the wider availabity and accessibility of music and music-making; 

the ongoing changes and levels of achievement in music both in and out of the classroom and 

in the appreciation, performance, composition and study of the universe which is music.  

 

Tennyson’s words indeed ring true: “The old order changeth, yielding place to new”. 

Ian Hunter 
January, 2015 

THREE As 

APOLOGIES 

Please excuse inaccuracies and omissions. If attention is drawn to them they will be 

corrected. 

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL 

Additional material, prefixed Ed, has been included to provide a fuller picture of the subject 

and is possible here, in a document devoted to one discipline, which was impossible in the 

original publications. 

APPEAL 

If you have documents or photographs which would help complete and/or enhance this 

archive please submit them without hesitation. Contact details are on page 270. 
IAFH 
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Ed AN ANCIENT SEAT OF LEARNING 

Bangor has long been a centre of learning.  The first words of BGS's 'School Song' are 

"Comgall noster, Columbanus, sanctus noster Gall britannos" so who were these people?  

Whilst answering this question the following extract details a history worthy of world renown. 

 

SAINT COMGALL 

Saint Comgall was born at Magheramourne, a district on the coast of County Antrim, near 

Larne; his father's name was Sedna, and his mother's Briga. He was of a distinguished family 

of the Kingdom of Dal-Araidhe (Dalaray), which then comprehended the southern half of the 

County of Antrim and which had received its name from his ancestor Fiacha Araidhe. It is said 

that his birth and future sanctity had been foretold both by Saint Patrick and Saint MacNissi. 

 

Born in 517, according to Tighernach, though other accounts place his birth somewhat earlier, 

his name has been translated by Jocelin and others to mean "Beautiful pledge" but his great 

disciple, Saint Columbanus, considered Faustus – “prosperous” - as the equivalent of his 

Celtic name. 

 

After having been instructed in the various branches of learning, he set out from his own 

country for the purpose of improving himself in spiritual knowledge and placed himself under 

Saint Fintan who then presided over the great religious establishment of Clonenagh, near 

Mountrath, in the Queen's County, where he remained for several years, eventually to be 

advised by the Saint to return to his own country and to form there some religious 

establishment. 

 

On his return to Dalaradia, Comgall, it is said, went to Clonmacnoise where he was ordained 

priest by Bishop Lugadius. It was his intention to go to, and to spend the remainder of his 

days in, Britain, but the Bishop, and other eminent men, induced him to remain in his own 

country. 

 

About A.D.559 Comgall founded the monastery of Bangor - or Beanchor, popularly supposed 

to mean "White Choir" - and the number of his followers soon became so great that it was 

necessary to establish various cells, in which, taken altogether, it was computed there were 

3,000 monks under his rule. 

 

In his 'Life of Saint Malachy' Saint Bernard, speaking of Bangor, says: 



10 

 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

"There had existed in this place, under the founder Comgellus, a most noble institution, 

inhabited by many thousands of monks, the head of many monasteries, a place truly 

sanctified and so fruitful in saints, which brought forth fruit so abundantly to God, that one of 

the sons of that holy congregation, Luanus by name, had himself alone founded one hundred 

monasteries, which I mention for this reason, that the reader may from this single instance 

form a conception of the number to which the remainder of the community amounted. In 

short, so widely had its branches extended throughout Ireland and Scotland, that these times 

appear to have been expressly foreshadowed in the verses of David - 'Thou visited the earth 

and hast plentifully watered it' etc. Nor was it only into the countries I have mentioned, but 

even into distant lands that crowds of saints, like an inundation, poured, one of whom, Saint 

Columbanus, penetrating into these our regions of Gaul, built the monasteries of Luxieu, and 

there became a great multitude. So great do they say it was, that the solemnisation of the 

Divine offices was kept up by companies, who relieved each other in succession, so that not 

one moment, day or night, was there an intermission of their devotions." 

 

Seven years after he had founded Bangor the illustrious and holy abbot Comgall visited 

Scotland, where he founded a church in the Island of Tiree, and assisted his friend, Saint 

Columba, in the conversion of Budeus, King of the Northern Picts. 

Having returned to his beloved Bangor, he died on the 10th May A.D.600 in the 91st year of 

his age and it is on that date that his feast is kept. 

 

Obedience and humility were the great principles of the Bangor rule, reckoned amongst the 

principal rules in Ireland and written for his monks by Saint Comgall as a metrical composition 

in Irish, consisting of thirty-six quatrains. 

 

It is related in 'The Life of Saint Comgall' that the saint was accustomed every night, as a 

penitential exercise, to remain a long time immersed in the stream which flowed past his 

monastery and: 

"It was a custom in the Monastery of the Holy Father Comgall when anyone rebuked another, 

the person who was rebuked, whether he were guilty or not, humbly knelt down." 

 

So it was that Bangor's sixth century Celtic monastery became famed for its piety and 

learning far and wide. Its monks carrying the Gospel and education to many lands, and it is 

abroad - in the Ambrosian Library in Milan that the Office-Book or Antiphonary of Bangor, 

taken for safe keeping during a Danish invasion of Bangor, remains. It is in this book that the 
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names of fifteen Superiors of Bangor are recorded, each styled 'Abbot of Bangor and 

Successor of Comgall' and there the book has stayed now twelve hundred years. 

from the 'Annals of the Four Masters' - 

"A.D. 600. Saint Comgall (Cowgal), of Bangor, Abbot of Beannchair-Ulaidh (in Ulster), died on 

the tenth day of May, after having been thirty years, three months, and ten days in the abbacy 

of Bangor. His age was ninety years." 

from the 'Annals of Clonmacnoise' - 

"A.D. 600. Cowgal, Abbot of Beanchor, in the ninetieth year of his age, and in the fiftieth year 

of his abbotship and three months, died." 

 

The above article about Saint Comgall is taken from 'An Historical Account of the Diocese of 

Down and Connor, Ancient and Modern' by the late Revd James O’Laverty, 1828–1906, 

MRIA, Fellow of the Royal Historical & Archaeological Association of Ireland, sometime 

Parish Priest of Holywood. 

 

Published in four volumes by M H Gill, & Son, Dublin, it is now believed to be out of print. 

Ed  IAFH 
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Ed HISTORY BEHIND THE SCHOOL SONG 

1950 wasn’t exactly a quiet year. As Chairman Mao moved his furniture into Beijing’s 

Forbidden Palace, India was moving out of the British Empire, while crisis in Korea forced the 

world to the brink of a Third World War.  

In Bangor Grammar School, however, neither the looming threat of war nor the advance of 

Communism was sufficient to distract the indefatigable Miss Patton and Dr Emery, as their 

collaborative effort to produce a school song neared its great culmination. It was on 16th 

March 1950 that they finally unveiled Carmen Noster, and it was certainly no slap-dash effort.  

The Crosby building had been resonating to Dr Emery’s setting of the song since the boys 

had returned from their Christmas break, while Miss Patton had taken no chances with the 

Latin text, and had submitted it to the Classics Faculty of Oxford University for approval. The 

effort unquestionably paid dividends. The 1950 edition of the Gryphon declared the new song 

to be ‘eminently singable’, and even if subsequent generations of Grammarians have 

mangled the odd phrase now and then, it still has the capacity to stir the soul. Whether at 

Ravenhill, in the Clarke Hall, or more recently, atop the Eiffel Tower, no great school occasion 

would be complete without it.  

As for the difficulty some experience when learning the tune, J K Rowling offers some 

unexpected advice. It was, after all, her Albus Dumbledore who bellowed, ‘Before we go to 

bed, let us sing the school song. Everyone pick their favourite tune and off we go’. It’s hard to 

imagine the same words coming from the lips of Miss Patton, and she would most probably 

have thought Dumbledore’s lyrics a rather poor effort, but these two very different school 

songs do share a few common features. In both cases it’s true to say that not everyone 

singing necessarily sings the same tune, despite the best efforts of Dr Emery’s worthy 

successors. And yet, despite the passage of years and the disappearance of Latin from the 

school curriculum, it is impossible to deny that our school song, like its Hogwarts counterpart, 

is endowed with a certain indefinable magic. Floreat Bangoria! 

SJW 
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Ed MUSIC IN BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

 

THE BEGINNINGS 

Written records of music in Bangor Grammar School pre-1969 are not known.  

Dr Ernest Emery, organist of the Parish Church and composer of the splendid music for Miss 

Elsie Patton’s words of the School Song, then Mr D Gordon Thomson, Head of Connor 

House, took responsibility for a choir of trebles at Speech Days. Apart from this Music was not 

a part of life in the Grammar School. 

Gordon Thomson provided me with a great deal of much needed advice and a lot of much 

appreciated moral support in my salad days. His interest in the Music Department never 

waned and we remained friends throughout his long life.  

 

‘THE GRYPHON’ - SPEECH DAY 1969 

The first public reference to a Bangor Grammar School Music Department came in the 

autumn of 1969 when, in his Headmaster’s Report at Speech Day, Mr Randall Clarke noted 

that in September: 

“...we have welcomed Mr Ragg, Mr McGaffin, Mr Cameron, Mr Blair and Mr Hunter. I was 

particularly glad to be able to appoint Mr Hunter who has started a new Music Department in 

the school. Mr Thomson, whose choir won the Malone Cup, has carried the burden of choral 

music manfully and successfully for years, but there was a limit to what he could do with the 

time at his disposal. Mr Hunter, as a full time music master, has been able to increase the 

amount of music available in the school and we can now offer it as a GCE subject for the first 

time. You have heard the first fruits of his work earlier this evening – I think you will agree that 

he could hardly have made a more promising start.” 

 

On this occasion the new four-part choir sang ‘Brother James’s Air’ (arr Gordon Jacob) and 

‘Non Nobis Domine’ (Roger Quilter). 

 

Early in 1969 Randal Clarke, Headmaster, 1954-1975, appointed me with the challenge to 

"build up Music as a significant part of the school's curriculum".  

 

The on-going challenge to everyone in the Music Department is to continue that charge and 

keep Music as a significant part of the curriculum and as an integral part of the School’s life. 

Ian Hunter 
December, 2014  
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Ed BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Bangor Grammar School was founded in 1856 and the distinguished history of its first one 

hundred and fifty years is recorded in Trevor Gray’s magnum 

opus. Its Music Department was not opened until September 

1969.  From two piles of song books and six long-playing 

records, has grown a thriving department with staff teaching 

music throughout the school to A-Level and Instrumental 

Tuition from beginner to diploma candidate levels. 

The Music Department’s co-curricular activities began with the 

choir which made its first public appearances at Speech Day, 

the first Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols in 1969 and the 

Crosby House, College Avenue  first Annnual Concert, Spring 1970, when the main work was  

 Parry’s Blest Pair of Sirens. 

A glance through the concert programmes shows that, in the first ten years, the main choral 

works were Jesu Joy and Treasure, Buxtehude; Festival Te Deum, Britten; Requiem, Fauré; 

Yeomen of the Guard, Sullivan; The Stone Wall, Malcom Williamson; Magnificat, Pergolesi; 

Song for St Cecilia, Hurd; Nelson Mass, Haydn; movements from Messiah, Handel; Daniel 

Jazz, Chappell; Sea Change, Warren and Come, Come, Ye Sons of Art, Purcell.  

Instrumental Tuition began in September 1970 and, with its growth, co-curricular activities 

expanded to include Brass and Wind Ensembles, Recorder Consort, Concert Band, Junior 

and School Orchestras and Pop Groups. The Treble and School Choirs continued and 

singers also had the opportunity to join the Gryphon Consort, 1989-1999.    

The format of concert programmes changed to include a representation of about one sixth of 

the school learning to play instruments and these pupils’ achievements. The sacrifice was the 

annual major choral work. 

Starting as one teacher in one small room beside Miss E K Addy’s Art Room in the College 

Avenue “new” building, soon moving to teaching rooms 26 and 27 downstairs in the Orlit 

Building and finally to the entire upper floor overlooking Clifton Road on one side and the 

Quad on the other, with its excellent accommodation of teaching, tuition, staff rooms and 

kitchen, there was still a limit to what full and part-time staff could do in the time available. 

Additionally pupils regularly attended Ulster Orchestra Concerts in the Ulster and Waterfront 

Halls. Pupils have an important education to get apart from music and lives to live outside 

school.  

History will decide if we did enough. IAFH 
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 ‘THE GRYPHON’ 

THE ANNUAL MAGAZINE OF BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL, VOLUME 21 

THE MUSIC SOCIETY 1969-1970 

It is an interesting fact to note that the Music Society, although being the latest addition to the 

school's long line of Clubs and activities, has probably had the most varied and entertaining 

year of them all. Under the able direction of Mr Hunter, the Society undertook six public 

engagements. 

 

The first of these appearances was at Speech Day, last October, when the Society made 

history, for it was the first time that a School Choir had performed in four voices. The 

Headmaster congratulated the boys for their rendering of ‘Early One Morning’ and ‘Brother 

James's Air.’ 

 

The second engagement for the Society was at the British Red Cross Holiday House, 

Bryansburn Road, Bangor. Here, despite the tender years of the piano and the somewhat 

cramping effect of 59 boys strategically placed in the lobby, front room and up the stairs of the 

house, the elderly folk were delighted as the boys sang Christmas Carols old and new. 

 

The School's Christmas Festival of the Nine Lessons and Carols was greatly heightened by 

the Music Society which again performed four-part versions of carols, including ‘Silent Night’ 

and ‘De Virgin Mary had a Baby Boy'’ both arranged by Mr Hunter. There were many letters of 

congratulations following this event. 

 

The most gratifying part of the year's work by the Society was embodied in the Spring 

Concert, held in April, in aid of the School's building extension Fund. Not only did the Concert 

raise a considerable amount of money, but it further added to the prestige and reputation of 

the choir. The highlights of the evening were Roy Laughlin's excellent piano solo of 

Beethoven's Sonata No. S in C Minor, the ‘Pathetique’, and the choir's stirring performance of 

John Milton's Ode ‘Blest Pair of Sirens'’ adapted from ‘At a Solemn Musick’ and set to music 

by Sir Hubert H. Parry. 

 

There was one more public appearance of the Choir who sang on Sunday, 17th May in First 

Bangor Presbyterian Church, before their sixth and final engagement of the year, which was 

on BBC Television's ‘Songs of Praise’, transmitted nationally on the 5th July from Trinity 

Presbyterian Church, Bangor, and under the direction of Dr. Havelock Nelson. 
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The Music Dept. has now become an established part of the School, and this year should see 

the initial forming of a school orchestra. Beginning in October will be tuition in Brass and 

Woodwind. Number 18 Clifton Road, the house next to the School's Sixth Form Centre, has 

been set aside for the purpose of instrument tuition and as practice rooms for students. 

 

There is now an extensive music section in the steadily-growing New School Library, and this 

together with Mr Hunter's record library, has lead to the opening of a weekly Listener's Club 

for the senior School, with the object of listening to and discussing mixed music from 

Bach to Dylan. Jeremy Lewis, Form L6  

 

Ed 2 PHOTOGRAPHS  

SCHOOL CHOIR, SPEECH DAY, 1969 
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 ‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 22 

THE MUSIC SOCIETY 1970-1971 

THE CHOIR 

William Hazlitt, a nineteenth century novelist and essayist, once wrote, "The art of pleasing 

consists in being pleased." This was very well illustrated by the Choir’s activities during the 

past year when attendances at Choir practices showed its popularity. We appeared seven 

times in public and had a most interesting year. The first engagement was at Speech Day in 

October when the boys performed three pieces, among them ‘The Whistling Gipsy’ ((arranged 

by Mr Hunter). This first appearance went remarkably well and the boys were congratulated 

by the Headmaster. 

 

December was a busy month for the Choir when it attended five Carol Services. On 

December 9th the boys took part in a Service entitled ‘United We Sing’ in the Wellington Hall, 

Belfast, where they formed part of a two hundred and sixty voice choir drawn from pupils of 

Secondary Schools in Belfast and district. The public attendance at this was reduced by an 

electricity failure, but an extremely enjoyable time was had by all who attended. 

 

Four days later the Choir sang at the Community Carol Service, arranged by the Bangor 

Council of Churches, in First Presbyterian Church. We sang two carols as a Choir and joined 

with the large gathering in all the other hymns and carols which were accompanied either by 

the Salvation Army Band or by the organ played by Roy Laughlin. 

 

St. Comgall's Parish Church was the venue for a Torchlight Carol Service arranged by the 

East Bangor Brownie and Guide District. Again, we sang some carols alone, joined in the 

others and very often the trebles from BGS provided descants. 

 

The Choir braved the elements on December 16th to sing at the lighting of Bangor's 

Christmas Tree. Here much of the singing was lost to the fine sound of the Secondary School 

Band. But shoppers joined with us in trying to equal their volume! 

 

The School Carol Service was held for the first time out of school, in the Parish Church and 

parents and friends were invited to attend. The Choir played a leading part in the 

proceedings, singing seven carols, mostly unaccompanied. From the collection at this service 

over £25* was donated to the National Society for Mentally Handicapped Children. Much work 

went into preparing for these services so as to avoid repeating carols and this was done 
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during break and lunchtime practices - a fair reflection of the loyalty of boys willing to turn up 

regularly. 

 

The most entertaining part of the Choir's calendar, and certainly the most profitable, was the 

Second Annual Spring Concert held at the end of March, this year given on two nights to 

capacity audiences. The Choir, with the newly-formed Wind Ensemble, the Connor House 

Choir and several soloists raised over £110 for the School Extension Fund. 

 

Among the choral items were: ‘Sea Change’ by Professor Raymond Warren of Queen's 

University, this was performed by Trebles and Altos, accompanied by piano end various 

percussionists from the school. Buxtehude’s ‘Jesu, Joy and Treasure’ was sung magnificently 

by the full choir, as was ‘Festival Te Deum’ by Benjamin Britten which rounded off a 

marvellous evening's music. Special credit is due to the treble soloists and to Alan McDowell 

who sang the baritone solos in the Buxtehude and also two contrasting songs. 

 

Finally we would like to thank Roy Laughlin who accompanied us so splendidly at almost 

every engagement and, of course, Mr Hunter, for as a Guide Leader put it, "his patience and 

tenacity in preparing the Choir." We hope that the coming year will be as successful as the 

first two of the Choir's existence and continue in that vein as long as possible. 
R Mayne, Form 5 

*Ed: This was more than 25% of my monthly salary at that time. 
 

INSTRUMENTAL TUITION 

Last year saw the start of instrumental tuition in the school when twenty-seven boys started to 

earn different instruments from the brass and woodwind sections of the orchestra. Tuition is 

given during the school day on a rota basis so that the same subject period is not missed two 

weeks running. 

 

Our first public appearance was at the Annual Spring Concert for which rehearsals were held 

during break, lunch and after school. The ‘Wind Ensemble’ played five short pieces at this 

concert and B. G. Carson played two flute solos. P. E. Duignan also played two solos on the 

clarinet after less than two terms' tuition. His excellent progress and playing were greatly 

appreciated by the audience. A piano duet was played by N. M. Anketell and W. A. Brodie. 

 

The next engagement took the Ensemble outside school for the first time, to the Young 

People's Day Morning Service in First Presbyterian Church, Bangor. At this service we 
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accompanied all the hymns and some of the anthems. A trio and quartet also played during 

the collection. 

An encouraging sign was seen when nine boys attended the Ulster Junior Orchestra Summer 

Course in Stranmillis College in July. At the end of the four-day course a concert was given 

when our boys played in the Wind and Brass Orchestras. This was a most valuable 

experience for all who attended. 

 

Tutors for the year were:  

Brass: Mr John Millen;  

Flute: Miss Margaret Young;  

Clarinet: Mr Christopher King;  

Oboe/Bassoon: Mr David Mclntosh. 

 

Mr King, who was involved in a car crash before Easter, has been unable to be with us since 

and his place was taken last term by Mr R Woodley.  

 

This term we welcome Mr Roger Lloyd to teach clarinet and, as the total number of boys 

receiving tuition has almost doubled, Mr Stephen Caldicott, who is teaching some of the brass 

instrumentalists. Colin Loughead, Form 5 
 

Ed 1971 First O-Level Music candidates: 

Peter Burrows, Michael Henry and Richard Hogg  

Ed 1 PHOTOGRAPH  
SPRING CONCERT 1971 

Wednesday, March 31st March & Thursday, 1st April 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back Row: Colin Loughead (bassoon), Richard Thompson, John Connolly, ?, (trumpet) 
Front Row: Pat Duignan, David Barry, ?, (clarinet) 
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 ‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 23 

THE MUSIC SOCIETY 1971-1972 

THE SCHOOL CHOIR 

Last year was indeed a busy one for the Choir. In all, there were seven public appearances, 

not counting the 3rd Annual Spring Concert, which was performed on two consecutive 

evenings. 

 

The first appearance of the year was in the Guildhall of the First Presbyterian Church, where 

the now seventy-strong choir entertained the Senior Citizens of Bangor with a selection of 

pieces including ‘Three Hungarian Folk-Songs’ by Matyas Seiber. Alan McDowell sang two 

solos, and other Bangor Grammar School boys performed instrumental solos, much to the 

delight of the audience. 

 

Late in November, the choir took part in a service of Rededication in Bangor Parish Church. 

This was organized by the Bangor Safety First Committee and taking part also was the 

Bangor Secondary School band. We sang the anthem ‘Lord, for Thy tender mercy’s sake’. 

 

December proved to be the busiest month for the choir, with three carol services being given 

and also entering the Bangor Music Festival for the first time. In the latter the choir gained 175 

marks out of a possible 200, which was indeed a creditable performance and reflects the 

dedication of the boys, who turned up for choir practices every lunchtime and break time. The 

first carol service, held in the First Presbyterian Church, was the Bangor Community Carol 

Service when the Bangor Grammar School Choir provided some descants. 

 

One of the most enjoyable of the choir’s commitments was the Carol Service for Senior 

Citizens on the 20th December, which was given by candlelight. A varied selection of carols 

was sung, from the melodious singing of 'O Men from the Fields’ to the dissonance of 

‘Torches’. The following day, the whole school went to Hamilton Road Presbyterian Church to 

join in the singing at the School's Carol Service. In between the fine singing of both the choir 

and the boys, the ‘Nine Lessons’ were read. The collection was in aid of the mentally 

handicapped children and the splendid total of £31 was raised. This ended the choir's 

Christmas term of engagements. However, the following term was also a busy one, because 

of the preparations for the 3rd Annual Spring Concert. 

 

The Spring Concert was the climax of three months preparation by the choir. The two main 
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 works sung by the Choir were Borodin's ‘Prince Igor’ and the Faure ‘Requiem.’ In the latter, A 

S McDowell performed the baritone solo and G J Clegg, D W Feherty and L A H Woods 

performed the treble solo. Another main item in the concert was Mrs Frieda Sloss's singing of 

‘The Shepherd on the Rock’ by Schubert. She was accompanied by Pat Duignan on the 

clarinet, which was a great achievement for Pat, who had only received one and a half years 

tuition at that time. 

 

The thanks of the choir must be extended to Mr Bonar who acted as Business Manager. £72 

was collected from tickets sold and given towards the school building fund. Thanks also must 

be given to Mr Roy Laughlin, an Old Boy of the school and ex-choir member, who 

accompanied the choir on the piano, and indeed to all who took and to the capacity audiences 

for their support.  D Robinson 

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUITION 

In the Music Department of the school this year saw the continuation of the instrumental 

tuition which had commenced in the previous year and with the purchase of more 

instruments, the possibility of playing an instrument became feasible for a few more keen 

pupils. The school now has forty-two pupils taking instrumental tuition, each pupil also being a 

member of one of two Ensembles. 

 

The two Ensembles are the Senior Ensemble and the Junior Ensemble. The Senior 

Ensemble consists of the boys who a started their instrumental tuition at the beginning of last 

year, while the Junior Ensemble is made up of this year's pupils. 

 

The two Ensembles meet every Thursday at break-time during school for a practice in 

different rooms and it is mainly during this period of time that most of the repertoire of the 

Ensembles is learnt. The Junior Ensemble did not come together until after the autumn term, 

but already there are signs of promise from such a young group of instrumentalists.  

 

The Senior Ensemble has now become quite proficient in playing music of various styles and 

as a result the Ensemble led singing of the hymn at morning prayers every Friday. This led on 

to the playing of the hymns at the Remembrance Day Service in the Assembly Hall, which 

was its first ‘public’ appearance of the school year.  

 

The next public appearance occurred when Mr Hunter had the idea of playing carols at 
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Springhill Shopping Centre in order to raise money for the Glencraig Curative School. So on a 

cold day during the Christmas holidays the Senior Ensemble met at the shopping centre and 

with music stands from the school and chairs from a nearby church the Ensemble prepared to 

play inside the main doors of the building. With our instrumentalists warmly clad the playing of 

the carols began, and a school cap under the large poster accepted the money, thrown by 

sympathetic onlookers. The amount of money collected exceeded  £25 much to the surprise 

of everybody.                 

 

One would think that the various musicians only played in Ensemble but many of the 

instrumentalists were asked to play Young People's Day service in the First Presbyterian 

Church. At this service a small group took part in playing a few pieces and also in 

accompanying the choir. 

 

Again, at the Bangor Musical Festival several of the musicians entered for their class, the 

classes being woodwind, and brass, and wind ensemble. The brass players took part in a 

large class which included many entrants from outside the Grammar School. In the woodwind 

class Pat Duignan was presented with the cup, which was given by Mr I.A.F. Hunter. 

 

At the Third Annual Spring Concert, the two school ensembles gave separate performances, 

the Junior Ensemble playing two hymns and ‘Santa Lucia’ while the Senior Ensemble played 

March from ‘The Magic Flute’ by Mozart, ‘Minuet’ from the ‘Fireworks Music’ by Handel and 

‘Greensleeves’. There were many solo performances and l'm sure the tutors were very 

satisfied with their pupils’ performances. Pat Duignan deserves special mention when he 

accompanied Frieda Graham in ‘The Shepherd on the Rock’ so ably, especially when the 

music of the accompaniment is technically difficult. 

 

After the spring term, because of examinations public appearance stopped stopped but this 

year a House Music Contest was arranged at which we had the honour of having Dr Havelock 

Nelson to adjudicate. This final musical episode, which was won by School House, finished 

the main events involving the instrumentalists, who thoroughly enjoyed themselves 

throughout the school year.        Nigel Anketell, Form 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1971-1972 

 

NOVEMBER 1971: WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS IN THE THEORY OF MUSIC 

Grade 1 - Morrow R D.  
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Grade 2 - Feherty W D, Glenfield R J, Henderson A C T, Humphries D J T, Johnston M C, 

Lawley G P, Mairs R S P, Mason D G, Mercer S N, McNinch M S, O'Hara W P T, Reid A L, 

Simpson R L, Sterling N, Thompson G A J, Thompson S J, Williams P, Wilson A B.  

Grade 3 - Pollock M D.  

Grade 4 - Annett N C, Coyne T, Muir J, McBride J, Trouton T G, Woods L A H.  

Grade 5 - Duignan P E, Mayne R G, McCoubrey W J, Patton R J, Smyth D R, Smyth G J, 

Thomson D G, Whiteside S T, Wilson P.  

Grade 6 - Barry D S, Boal D G, Browne A G, Clegg G J, Connolly J K, Loughead J C, 

Stevenson S W. 

 

NOVEMBER, 1971: PRACTICAL EXAMINATIONS 

Grade 3 - Pass with Distinction - Anketell N (Oboe), Barry D S (clarinet), Boal D G 

(trombone), Duignan P E (clarinet), Loughead J C (bassoon), Mayne R G (flute), Smyth G J 

(trombone), Woods L A H (trombone). Pass with Merit - Swain D J (flute). Pass - Connolly J 

K (trumpet), Patton R J (cornet), Thompson R H (trumpet). 

 

JUNE 1972: WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS 

Grade 1 - Bayly J C, Brown R L, Caswell C A, Cummings P, Dunne B E W, Easton C R A, 

Lyons C W, MacKenzie W A, Petherick C S, Rhodes D J, Sheldon J R.  

Grade 2 - Armstrong J B, Patterson K J, Plummer A C. 

Grade 3 - Glenfield J R. 

Grade 4 - Crawford C J, Feherty W D, Harrison M J, Henderson A C T, Johnston M C, Lawley 

G P, Mason D G, Mercer S N, McNinch M S, Pollock M D, Reid A L, Simpson R L, Sterling N, 

Thompson S J, Williams P, Wilson A B.  

Grade 5 - McBride I J, Reid C G R, Thompson R H, Thomson M B, Trouton T G,  

Woods L A H.  

Grade 6 - Mayne R G. 

JUNE 1972: PRACTICAL EXAMINATIONS 

Grade 2 - Pass - Clegg G J (piano).  

Grade 3 - Pass with Distinction - McBride I J (clarinet). Pass - Armstrong J B (cornet), 

Clegg G J (French horn), Mercer S N (French horn), Thomson D G (piano), Trouton T G 

(oboe).  

Grade 4 - Pass with Merit - Swain D J (flute).  

Grade 5 - Pass with Distinction - Barry D S (clarinet), Duignan P E (clarinet). Pass with 

Merit - Loughead J C (bassoon), Mayne R G (flute).  
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INTER-HOUSE MUSIC COMPETITION 

1972 saw the first House Music Competition in the School. The idea behind the competition 

was to encourage music-making for all boys vaguely interested in the subject. However, the 

only boys who took part were the ones well-established in the musical world of Bangor 

Grammar School, and first year pupils. 

 

Mr Hunter invited Dr. Havelock Nelson to be adjudicator at this first competition. He kindly 

accepted the invitation and his remarks proved to be very interesting and entertaining, and 

were enjoyed by al! present. Dr. Nelson was greatly impressed by the overall standard of the 

performances. 

 

For most of the competition Crosby House was in the lead but School House eventually 

overtook them. The marks were as follows: 

School 214; Crosby 196; Ward 193; Dufferin 141. 

 

The cup, which was given to the school by Mrs P Roberts in memory of her son Brian, a 

former pupil who was a distinguished treble, was presented by Mrs Roberts to the winning 

House Captain, Alan McDowell. 

 

It is hoped that in future years some method will be found of shortening what proved to be a 

very long afternoon. Perhaps preliminary heats will be necessary. We are grateful to Dr 

Nelson for being present and also those few parents who came to support us. We hope that 

more will be present at next year's competition.               

David Barry, Form 3 

 

Ed JUNE 1972 

O-Level Music candidates: 

Bill Brodie, Peter Burrows and Andrew Kelly 

O-Level Musical Appreciation candidates: 

Colin Spence, Richard Swanston, Stephen Whiteside and Paul Wilson 
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‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 24 

THE MUSIC SOCIETY 1972-1973 

THE SCHOOL CHOIR 

Last year the Choir had its busiest year to date, being involved in at least twelve public 

performances. Our first such occasion is usually Speech Day which gives us until the end of 

October to prepare programmes for this occasion and those which follow in quick succession. 

Last year, however, this was not the case for we were the main contributors at a concert in 

aid of The Save the Children Fund at the very start of October, in which many of the School's 

instrumentalists played and we were joined by Frieda Sloss who sang songs to her own guitar 

accompaniment. 

 

On Sunday, 15th October, we presented a Service of Music and Readings (mostly poetry) in 

Wesley Centenary Methodist Church. This included two sixteenth century solo anthems with 

guitar and bassoon accompaniment; ‘Lord, for Thy tender mercies' sake’ by Hilton with the 

added ‘Amen’ section, beautifully contrapuntal in contrast to the actual hymn-like anthem and 

by that well-known prolific composer, ‘Anon.’ Two sections from ‘Requiem’ by Faure were 

sung, with Alan McDowell singing the baritone solo in ‘Libera me’ and, on a lighter note, negro 

spirituals ‘Hand me down my silver trumpet’ and ‘Ride the Chariot’ and an arrangement of 

‘Amazing Grace’ with liberal instrumental accompaniment. 

 

One feels that our Speech Day contribution is all the more appreciated in being a break from 

the spoken word, and our short programme last year included the madrigal ‘When from my 

love I looked for love’ and Havelock Nelson's arrangement of ‘The piper thru' the meadow 

straying.’ 

 

Very often in Bangor our audiences include some faithful disciples who follow us in many, if 

not all our performances; this means that we cannot have one programme which we repeat 

everywhere we go, but need a fair number of varied songs. Our audience was much larger 

than usual last year, though on the three occasions when we broadcast on 

BBC, we used known songs for these recordings. 

 

We joined with the Choirs of First Presbyterian Church and Bangor Parish Church in the 

Remembrance Sunday broadcast of ‘Sunday Half Hour’ on Radios One and Two. The hymns 

were chosen with a strong emphasis on peace and we supplied two ‘solo’ items. 
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Our other broadcasts were in connection with the ‘Let the People Sing’ competition, when, 

although conceding first place to the Choir of Belfast High School, by all accounts we gave a 

very fair account of ourselves. Our recording was made in the school canteen, under cramped 

conditions, though this was the best available place for sound at the time. 

 

Taking part for the second year in Bangor Music Festival, this time we entered a class for 

hymn singing competing against four adult choirs from various churches. We sang the hymn, 

‘The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended’ with piano accompaniment and a descant in the last 

verse by Mr l Hunter, who had also written the chant for Psalm 61 which we sang 

unaccompanied. The adjudicator enthusiastically complimented our chanting and we were 

placed first in the class, winning the Thompson Cup. 

 

Having sung at the School's Remembrance Service, we made our next public appearance in 

Bangor Abbey on Advent Sunday for an Advent Carol Service. This is a beautiful church for 

singing in and we returned to it in our own time during the Christmas holiday to record carols. 

 

The ‘reserve’ of Advent and its music was broken at the School's Carol Service held on 

December 21st in Bangor Parish Church. Apart from the school being present, it is good to 

see an ever-increasing number of parents and friends attending and joining heartily in singing 

those hymns intended for congregational participation. The Choir sang music of many 

periods, including David Willcock's arrangements of ‘Away in a manger’ and ‘I saw three 

ships’ and Elizabeth Maconchy's ‘Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,’ and Elizabeth Poston's 

arrangement of ‘Tomorrow shall be my Dancing Day.’ The collection at this service amounted 

to £25 and was in aid of Glencraig Curative School. 

 

The main event in the calendar each year is, of course, the Annual Spring Concert, and last 

year was our fourth. Again held on two nights, it included the usual songs by the Choir, solo 

and group instrumental items and songs by Connor House Choir. The main choral items were 

Benjamin Britten's ‘Hymn of St. Peter’ and a concert version, with narration, of Gilbert & 

Sullivan's ‘Yeomen of the Guard.’ 

 

This was a very varied programme, much more so than in former years, and we felt the 

audience on the first night reluctant to laugh at the wit of the narrators R C Hogg and P S 

O'Donovan. To present character in song without costume is no easy task but our soloists did 

so in a most convincing manner. The part of Phoebe Meryll was sung by G J Clegg, a 

Yeoman of the Guard by M F Quiery, that of Colonel Fairfax by D W Feherty, Sergeant Meryll 
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by R G Mayne and the Lieutenant of the Tower by T A Kelly who also sang the part of Wilfred 

Shadbolt - head jailor and assistant tormentor. Elsie Maynard's songs were sung not by one 

voice but by four - those of W N Agnew, R L Brown, W E N Thompson and L A H Woods. The 

main part of Jack Point was sung by A S McDowell, whose personality and voice well 

matched that demanded in his part, and he, as always, sang excellently. 

 

Thanks must be recorded to all members of the Choir for the faithful way in which they attend 

the practices held in their own free time, and bring not only their voices, but patience, 

attention and a much-needed and often displayed sense of humour! 

 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC-MAKING 

 

The number of boys receiving Instrumental Tuition has, as in the previous two years since 

Tuition started, continued to increase. Group music making was limited through pressure on 

time. A fairly large Ensemble accompanied the hymn at Prayers each Friday morning, whilst 

smaller groups, consisting of different players, made music at the Fourth Annual Spring 

Concert. 

 

On this occasion the programme included Mozart's Adagio (K.411), a work originally written 

for two clarinets and three horns, but played on four clarinets by Pat Duignan, David Barry, 

Ian McBride and Michael Thomson with bassoon played by Colin Loughead, David Mayne 

(flute) and Tom Trouton (oboe) joined two of the above players to take part in a Bouree from 

Music for the Royal Fireworks by Handel and Gavotte by Geoffrey Flowers. 

 

Brass players Ronnie Patton, John Connolly, Richard Thompson, Gary Clegg and Leonard 

Woods played a suite of music by J. S. Bach, whilst brass and woodwind groups joined 

together for a performance of the antiphonal ‘O Magnum Mysterium’, for two choirs, by 

Gabrieli. 

 

At this concert, Donald Swain gave an excellent performance of ‘Dance of the Blessed 

Spirits’- a flute solo from ‘Orfeo’ by Gluck, and it is in the solo performance, rather than the 

group, that our instrumentalists excel. The results of examinations may be found elsewhere, 

and even these do not reflect the encouraging and complimentary comments made by 

different examiners on some of the playing they have heard. It is a pity, though, that the care 

given to the preparation of pieces is not always equalled by that given to scales! 
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Various solos were played at the concert early in the year in aid of the Save the Children 

Fund, and many of our musicians competed in the Bangor Music Festival where Michael 

Thompson won the class for Woodwind under the age of 16, in which all the competitors were 

from Bangor Grammar School. 

 

In order to gain the full orchestral playing experience unavailable to such a standard in any 

school, Pat Duignan, David Barry, Colin Loughead, Donald Swain and Leonard Woods have 

joined the Ulster Junior Orchestra at the Ulster College of Music. This is, without doubt, the 

best youth orchestra in Ireland and we are grateful that so many of our musicians will have 

the advantages of being part of such playing. Quite a number attended the summer course of 

the Orchestra which was held this year at Methodist College, Belfast, and the intensive work 

of a few days was clearly seen by all who attended the final concert when a high standard of 

professionalism both in playing and presentation was evident. 

 

A few players provided ‘live’ music during the Dramatic Society's production of ‘Macbeth’ last 

winter, and, whilst they had to sit through long hours of rehearsal for comparatively few bars 

of playing, all enjoyed themselves in being part of something other than an essentially musical 

production. 

 

Whilst credit is due to all those boys who practice and make music, thanks must also be 

expressed to all the instrumental Tutors whose patience, understanding, consideration and 

abilities are appreciated by all with whom they come in contact. IAFH 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1972-73 

PRACTICAL 

Grade 3 Pass with Distinction - J C Bayly (Tenor Horn); W A Mackenzie (Tenor Horn), R L 

Simpson (Cornet). 

Grade 4 Pass with Merit - J K Connolly (Trumpet); Pass - R H Thompson (Trumpet). 

Grade 5 Pass with Merit - I J McBride (Clarinet), D J Swain (Flute), L A H Woods 

(Trombone) Pass - M B Thompson (Clarinet). 

Grade 6 Pass with Merit - P E Duignan (Clarinet), J C Loughead (Bassoon). Pass - D S 

Barry (Clarinet), R G Mayne (Flute). 

THEORY 

Grade 2 - M J A Colville, M F Jeffers, M F McMorris, S Patton, T P T Shevlin, J B Simms, V D 

Stevenson. 
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Grade 3 - R L Brown, B E W Dunne, R G Kerr, C W Lyons, C S Petherick, J R Sheldon,  

R Yourston.  

Grade 4 - A C Plummer. 

Grade 5 - W D Feherty, M C Johnston, D G Mason, S N Mercer, M D Pollock, R L Simpson, 

N Sterling, D J Swain. 

Grade 6 - I J McBride, L A H Woods.  

 

Ed June 1973 

O-Level Music candidates: 

Andrew Browne, Colin Loughead, Ronnie Patton, Sam Stevenson, David Thomson and 
Michael Thomson 
O-Level Musical Appreciation candidates: 

David Humphreys, Glyn Lawley, David Morrow, Billy McCoubrey, Paul Williams 
 

Ed 1 PHOTOGRAPH 

SCHOOL CHOIR, SPRING CONCERT 1973 
Monday, 9th & Tuesday 10th April 
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‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 25 

THE MUSIC SOCIETY 1973-1974 

THE SCHOOL CHOIR 

During last year the Choir was involved in a large and varied programme of events, the first of 

these being the occasion of the Opening and Dedication of the Organ in Bangor Parish 

Church. Here we performed the ‘Hymn to Saint Peter’ by Benjamin Britten, and three of the 

‘Five Mystical Songs’ by Vaughan Williams, in which the baritone soloist was Alan McDowell. 

 

On Speech Day we provided a short programme of three contrasting items. Two of these 

were madrigals: ‘Sing we and chant it’, and ‘The Silver Swan’, that most beautiful of part-

songs by Gibbons. Our third song was a high-spirited version of ‘Shafto’, arranged by W G 

Whittaker. 

 

Another annual event in our calendar is the School's Remembrance Day Service, in which we 

again participated. 

 

As in previous years we took part n the Bangor Music Festival, entering, this year, for two 

classes, the Under 18 Choirs and the Choral Repertoire Glass (Hymn Singing). In both cases 

we acquitted ourselves well, earning high praise from the adjudicator, who was most 

generous and constructive in his remarks. Our next public performance took place shortly 

after the Festival, when we visited Wesley Centenary Methodist Church for our Advent Carol 

Service. 

 

The School's Carol Service -The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols - took place in Bangor 

Parish Church on 20th December. We were delighted to see so many parents and friends of 

the School in the packed congregation - this included some 20 people standing at the West 

End of the Church. Apart from the well-known Christmas carols. in which the congregation 

participated with great enthusiasm, the choir sang a wide range of music including Holst's 

arrangement of ‘Personent Hodie’, ‘The Sussex Carol’ arranged by David Willcocks, ‘Sir 

Christemas’ by William Mathias, and Britten's ‘A New Year Carol’. The collection at this 

service, which was in aid of the Glencraig Curative School, amounted to £30. 

 

Over the Christmas period, the Choir was involved in carol-singling at Carnalea Methodist 

Church Christmas Bazaar, in Crawfordsburn Hospital and in ‘The Banks’ Old Peoples' Home. 

 



31 

 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

In the New Year we visited First Holywood Presbyterian Church where we presented a 

Service of readings and music for the First Sunday after Epiphany. As well as carols and 

Christmas hymns this included several instrumental items played by members of the School 

Music Society. We greatly appreciated the hearty welcome extended to us by the Minister and 

congregation of First Holywood. 

 

During the year the Choir again took part In the BBC competition ‘Let the Peoples Sing’; 

unfortunately a concert that we were to give in St. Peter's, Belfast, in May had to be cancelled 

at the last moment because of the UWC strike. 

 

The main event of the year was, of course, the Fifth Annual Spring Concert, held on two 

evenings at the end of April. This included unaccompanied songs by the choir, solo and group 

instrumental items, and songs by Connor House Choir. The larger choral items included 

Handel's chorus ‘Hallelujah’, from ‘Messiah’, and two of the same composer's Coronation 

Anthems - ’Zadok the Priest’ and ‘My heart is Inditing’. Thanks must go to Dr S Boal for his 

excellent accompaniment of these works by Handel on the organ, which replaced the more 

usual piano, and to which the choir responded with considerable enthusiasm. 

 

As always, our thanks are due to the large number of boys who give so generously and 

cheerfully of their free time in order to attend choir practices and out of school functions, and 

without whose support the choir could not continue to play such an important part in the life of 

the school as it now does. 

 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC MAKING 

 

As in previous years there has been an increase in the number of boys receiving individual 

instrumental tuition, and whilst this, in itself, is encouraging, it cannot be too strongly 

emphasised that proficiency on any instrument can only be attained by regular attendance at 

lessons, and by diligent daily practice at home: this was proved by several students, who, last 

year, successfully passed the highest grade examination in their particular instrument. 

Examination results can be found elsewhere, but these cannot give details of the many 

pleasing and encouraging remarks made by various examiners on the playing they have 

heard. Congratulations are due to those who have acquitted themselves well in examinations, 

and those successes should, hopefully, spur them on to even better results in future. 
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The emphasis during the year was on solo performance, and some of our players excel in this 

field, but group music making was not entirely neglected. At the Bangor Music Festival, the 

School Woodwind Ensemble attained 90 marks out of a possible 100 in their class - a very 

high score and the adjudicator was lavish in his praise of their performance. Many of our 

instrumentalists entered for solo classes at the same Festival: David Barry won the Cup for 

Woodwind Solo under the age of 16; Leonard Woods was first out of a huge class of 30 in the 

Brass Novices Class, while Pat Duignan won the Open Woodwind Solo Class with an 

outstanding performance, that also earned him the distinction of belong the most promising 

woodwind player in the Festival. 

 

On 20th January, members of the School Music Society gave a recital of instrumental music 

after Evensong, in Bangor Parish Church. This included both solo pieces, such as the Slow 

Movement from a Bassoon Concerto by Vivaldi, played by Collin Loughead (who also 

composed the tune of one of the hymns used during the preceding service), and ensemble 

items, comprising both brass and woodwind players. 

 

At the Annual Spring Concert, the performance included several substantial solo items, 

including two organ pieces played by Ian McBride, and brass and woodwind players joined in 

a performance of Matthew Locke’s ‘Music for His Majesty's Sackbuts and Cornetts’ composed 

in 1661. 

 

During the year several of our more advanced players have been gaining valuable orchestral 

experience at the Senior Orchestra of the Ulster College of Music, and these instrumentalists 

took part in the successful recital given by the College at Easter. Some of our younger 

students have now joined the Junior Orchestra at the same College, and we hope that many 

more of our instrumentalists will be accepted by the College, which has supplied the National 

Youth Orchestra with so many of its members, and whose own Ulster Junior Orchestra is, 

without doubt, the best youth orchestra in Ireland at the present time. 

 

At Christmas, Colin Loughead was the first member of the School to attend a course with the 

Irish Youth Orchestra in Dublin, and the experience proved to be a most '‘valuable one”, he 

also took part in a tour by this orchestra in Germany during the summer. It is to be hoped that 

many more of our instrumentalists will be accepted at future courses by the IYO. 

 

At this point mention must be made of the outstanding contribution made by Colin Loughead 

to the musical life of the school, over the past few years. His talent and hard work have been 
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rewarded, and we are delighted that he has been accepted by Trinity College of Music, 

London, as a fulltime student on the Graduate Course, and we wish him every success In his 

present studies and future career. He is the first of our musicians to be awarded a place in 

one of the principal music colleges in London and it is to be hoped that many more will follow 

him. 

 

Whilst acknowledging the efforts of all those boys who work so hard in the field of 

instrumental music, we must not forget to express our thanks to the Instrumental Tutors for all 

the skill, patience and understanding that they bring to their work and whose efforts are, to 

some extent, rewarded by the attainments and enthusiasm of their students. 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1973-1974 

PRACTICAL 

Grade 1 Pass with Merit - W N Agnew (Piano).  

Grade 2 Pass with Merit - W N Agnew (Piano).  

Grade 3 Pass with Merit - G J R Byers (Trombone), M T Hunter (Flute), A A Wilson (Flute); 

Pass - P J McCutcheon (Clarinet), R S McGimpsey (Flute).  

Grade 4 Pass with Distinction - J C MacDonald (Clarinet); Pass - J C Bayly (Tenor Horn), R 

L Simpson (Cornet).  

Grade 5 Pass - R H Thompson (Trumpet).  

Grade 6 Pass - L A H Woods (Trombone).  

Grade 8 Pass with Distinction - J C Loughead (Bassoon); Pass with Merit - P E Duignan 

(Clarinet); Pass - D J Swain (Flute).  

THEORY OF MUSIC 

Grade 1 - T D Boal, B M Bower, S S Cameron, C J Clemson, C S Crawford, C J Dunn, M J 

Farrar, K ID Graham, G A Halliday, K D Haycock, R W Henry, S P Hinchliff, C J Houston, M T 

Hunter, F E Johnston, J A Johnston, R E Johnston, J A Lee, P J McCutcheon, R S 

McGimpsey, D M J Mills, C J W Peel, T R Sterling, D J Thompson, C D Warden, W G Wilson.  

Grade 2 - D N Megahey, S W Rea, C S Spence, D J Thompson, W E N Thompson, A A 

Wilson.  

Grade 3 - W N Agnew, J C Bayly, G M Boal, B M Bower, G J R Byers, M J Colville, R A H 

Corbett, C J Dunn, C J Houston, M F Jeffers, M H Keenan, J C MacDonald, A W McWhirter, 

S Patton, T P Shevlin, J B Simms, V D Stevenson.  

Grade 4 - W N Agnew, G M Boal, R L Brown, G J R Byers, R A H Corbett, B E W Dunne, M F 

Jeffers, M H Keenan, R G Kerr, C W Lyons, J C MacDonald, A W McWhirter, C S Petherick, 
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S W Rea, J R Sheldon, T P Shevlin, J B Simms, V D Stevenson, W E N Thompson, A A 

Wilson, R Yourston.  

Grade 5 - R L Brown, B E W Dunne, R G Kerr, C W Lyons, C S Petherick, R Yourston.  M.Y. 

Ed JUNE 1974 

First A-Level Music candidate: 

Colin Loughead 

O-Level Music: 

Form 5: Gary Clegg, Colin Reid and Donald Swain 

Form 4: Ian McBride 

Form 5 Lunchtime: David Barry, John Connolly and Richard Thompson 

Form L 6 Lunchtime: Pat Duignan and Robert Mayne 

O-Level Musical Appreciation candidate: 

David Kernohan 

 

Ed 1 Photograph Bill Brodie & Andrew Kelly Bangor Spectator 
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 ‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 26 

1974-1975 

In October '74 a representative number of boys attended ‘The Barber of Seville’ in The Little 

Theatre, presented by the Studio Opera Group. We were glad to take this all too rare chance 

to hear music performed live in the town and thoroughly enjoyed the evening.  

 

I very much regret that the location for concerts by the Ulster Orchestra does not lend itself to 

beneficial music listening in Bangor which, together with certain idiosyncrasies of that body of 

musicians, means that more is to be gained from records than from the live performance. This 

is a bad state of affairs and ought to be reversed but, alas, petitions to the local arts 

committee, to the orchestra's business manager and hours spent with one of its conductors 

and a gentleman from the Province’s Arts Council have all been to no avail. 

 

Our year's activities began with a Madrigal and Instrumental Recital in Hamilton House early 

in October. Normally our first public appearance is at Speech Day at the end of that month but 

last year it fell to second place. Despite the early dates, a high standard was set which was 

certainly to be maintained, if not surpassed, throughout the year. 

 

In November the Madrigal Group sang ‘Almighty and Everlasting God' - Gibbons, at the 

Remembrance Day Service in School. A few boys appeared at a Recital held in Hamilton 

House, whilst others sat the Theory Examination of which results are detailed elsewhere. 

November is the month of the local Music Festival and, as in past years, the School was 

represented by a large entry in many and varied classes. Indeed it is not immodest to state 

that last year's Festival would have been very much smaller had it not been for Bangor 

Grammar School. This is a sad comment. Individual successes were manifold and will not be 

listed but amongst such silverware which the Madrigal Group deposited in the school's display 

cabinet was the ‘Spectator’ Cup for the champion choir, which was won despite very keen 

competition from the Harland Male Voice Choir. 

 

The beginning of December heralded not only carols but the Associated Board’s Practical 

Examinations; again, these results are noted below. Some results were rather disappointing - 

scales all too often causing marks to be lost unnecessarily. In future examinations this will not 

be the case. 

 

Carol singing took some of us to Crawfordsburn, Bangor and Musgrave Park Hospitals and to 

'The Banks'. If the Music Festival affords a platform to those who may not readily have the 
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chance of performing in public, so carolling awakens us to gratitude for good health and, thus, 

I don't think that it is only the patients who benefit from our singing in hospitals and old folks' 

homes. The School's Carol Service was again an exhilarating experience, musically mixing 

the new with the traditional. It is good that so many parents and townsfolk attend this service, 

more than filling the church. 

 

January 21st saw the Madrigal Group making their ‘Let the Peoples Sing’ recording. It is a 

gratifying observation that there was not one boy pleased with the singing on this occasion, all 

realised that we could, and generally did, sing much better than was put on tape but, despite 

this, the recording did receive more broadcasting time than expected and, indeed, deserved. 

 

I was asked to talk at the Parents' Association Meeting in February and rested my voice whilst 

instrumentalists played. The workings and activities of the department was my subject and 

those who performed on this occasion were new to the school platform. Rather than present 

faces familiar to audiences, these were boys who had not before played solos at a school 

function but despite this, their playing was most musical and acceptable. 

 

The last two days of February involved many in a Music Competition for Schools in this 

Educational Board area. This was a new competition organlsed by the Savings Movement 

which donated the music voucher prizes. Many from BGS have good reason to be grateful for 

such sponsorship. 

 

As in every year, the Spring Concert is a main event attracting capacity audiences. If we 

consider repeating the Carol Service to accommodate all who wish to attend, we must think of 

introducing a third evening for the Spring Concert. 

 

Last year the hall was arranged with a stage at the side and the audience seated ‘side-ways’. 

This was to introduce change and also to allow for easy division of the audience into the 

English, the Vikings and the Scots for a performance of ‘The Stone Wall', the audience 

participation work, composed by Malcolm Willlamson. This was excellently received and the 

audience responded admirably, encouraged as they were, by representives of their races in 

traditional costume. Instrumental solos, three songs from Connor House Choir and Madrigals 

completed the first half of the programme. The second half included two more instrumental 

solos and performances of ‘A Song for St Cecilia’ by Michael Hurd and ‘The Magníficat’ by 

Pergolesi, two contrasting, but demanding, choral and orchestral works. 
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Whilst all this music making is pursued the academic work of the Department continues. Very 

satisfactory and well-above-average results were recorded at both 'O' and 'A' Level. 

 

Thanks are due to all those boys who take part in the music-making, both choral and 

instrumental, they have set their standards high and they maintain them through hard work. 

Their diligence, endurance and good humour are all much appreciated. From their number we 

offer special thanks, farewell and good wishes to Pat Duignan, Robert Mayne, Martin Quiery 

and David and Michael Thomson, who will be missed but never, ever, forgotten!  

 

Lastly, thanks are due to all who teach, the School's full-time staff for their patience, the part-

time instrumental tutors who work hard and well with aspirant musicians (despite their scales), 

to Mr. Thomson and Miss Young and to all who support us and take an active interest in our 

well-being. IAFH 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1974-1975 

WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS IN THE THEORY OF MUSIC 

Grade 1 - Boal T D, Crawley K D, McDowell P M, McGreevey P O.  

Grade 2 - Cowley T S J, Farrar M J, Halliday G A, Henry R W, Hinchliff S P, Johnston J A, 

McCutcheon P J, McGimpsey R S. 

Grade 3 - Crawford C S, Hunter M T, Lee J A, Mills D M J, Peel C J W, Scarborough, A J, 

Warden C D. 

Grade 4 - Bayly J C, Dunn C J, Thompson D J. 

Grade 5 - Agnew W N, MacDonald J C, McComb I J A, Sheldon J R, Thompson W E N, 

Wilson A A.     

PRACTICAL EXAMINATIONS 

Grade 3 - Pass with Merit - Agnew W N (piano), Mills D M J (flute).  

Pass - Crawford C S (clarinet), Crawley K D (clarinet), Peel C J W (clarinet), Thompson W E 

N (Plano).  

Grade 4 - Pass with Merit - Agnew W N (piano), Hunter M T (flute), Lee J A (clarinet), 

McBride l J (organ), Thomson D G (organ). Pass - Cowley T S J (bassoon), Johnston J A 

(bassoon), McComb I J A (organ), McCutcheon P J (clarinet), McGimpsey R S (flute), Wilson 

A A (flute).  

Grade 5 - Pass with Distinction - McBride I J (organ). Pass - Clegg G J (French horn), 

McComb l J A (organ), Woods L A H (piano). 

Grade 6 - Pass with Merit - MacDonald J C (clarinet). Pass - Woods L A H (trombone). 
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Grade 8 - Pass with Distinction - Barry D S (clarinet), Swain D J (flute) Pass with Merit - 

Duignan P E D (clarinet). 

 

Ed JUNE 1975 

O-Level Music candidates: 

Form 5: David Feherty, Michael Johnston, David Mason, Simon Mercer, Rodney Simpson 

and Leonard Woods 

Form L 6 Lunchtime: John Connolly and Richard Thompson 

O-Level Musical Appreciation candidates: 

Mark Pollock and Norman Sterling 

 

Ed 2 PHOTOGRAPHS 

SCHOOL MADRIGAL GROUP NOVEMBER 1974 

WINNERS: ‘THE SPECTATOR CUP’ & FOUR OTHER CLASSES, BANGOR MUSIC FESTIVAL 

Back Row: Leonard Woods, Ian McBride, John Connolly, Christopher Dunn 
Row 3: Gary Clegg, David Thomson, David Feherty, John Richardson, Edmund Hill, William Thompson, 

Brian Boullier, David Mason Mr Randal Clarke (Headmaster) 
Row 2: Mr Ian Hunter, Jimmy Johnston, Robert McDowell, Neale Agnew, Christopher Peel, Gordon Hamilton, 

John Allen, Julian Byers 
Row 1: Stephen Dunn, Paul Moore, Colin Warden, Gordon Boal, Kieron Crawley, Christopher Crawford 
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SCHOOL MADRIGAL GROUP SPRING 1975 
Row 4: Colin Reid, Edmund Hill, John Connolly, Leonard Woods, John Richardson, Ian McBride 

Row 3; Michael Thomson, David Thomson, Gary Clegg, Toby Cowley, William Thompson, David Barry,  
David Mason, David Feherty (aside) 

Row 2: Gary Boal, David Boal, Jimmy Johnston, Robert McDowell, ?, Christopher Crawford, 
Row 1: Christopher Peel, Neale Agnew, Colin Warden, Gordon Boal, Kieron Crawley, Brian Boullier 
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‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 27 

1975-1976 

Last year saw the Music Society engaging in all its usual activities. The first appearance of 

the year by the Madrigal Group was at Speech Day, where it sang the ‘Kyrie’ from a 

Palestrina mass, ‘Weep Oh Mine Eyes’ by John Bennett, and ‘Hark all ye Lovely Saints’ by 

Thomas Weelkes.           · 

 

Its' next appearance, not long afterwards, was at the School Remembrance Day Service, 

when it sang ‘Almighty and Everlasting God’ by Orlando Gibbons. Despite the early dates of 

these two occasions, the Madrigal Group succeeded in achieving a high standard of singing, 

not surpassed by either itself or the full School Choir In the other singing engagements of the 

year. 

 

The Bangor Music Festival was held in November, the Madrigal Group won the Elizabethan 

class and Ian McBride distinguished himself by winning the Doctor E H Emery Cup, which is 

presented to the competitor with the highest marks in the three organ playing classes. 

 

The customary Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was held on Friday, the 19th of 

December. As an innovation this was repeated on Tuesday, 23rd of December, for parents, 

Old Boys, and others. The collection at this service raised £85 for the Glencraig Curative and 

Clifton Special Care School. Despite predictions both of these services went well, and may be 

rated as great successes. It is intended that a second Carol Service will be held again this 

Year, and we hope that as many Old Boys and parents as possible will come. Also at 

Christmas, a Schools' Action Committee Carol Service was held in the school Assembly Hall 

to the accompaniment of an intrepid band of instrumentalists! 

 

December saw the recordings made by the Madrigal Group. The first was in conjunction with 

the Ulster Singers, and Bangor Parish Choir, and was for a ‘Sunday Half Hour’ programme, 

conducted by Dr. Havelock Nelson. The second was part of the BBC's ‘Let the People Sing’ 

competition and the group went on to reach the United Kingdom final. 

 

The highlight of the year was, as always, the Annual Spring concert which was held on 

Monday and Tuesday, the 10th and 11th of May, and the main work was Hadyn's ‘Nelson’ 
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Mass, when Miss Helen Ritchie, the new music teacher, made her first appearance, as the 

soprano soloist. The other soloists were Anne Morrow, Norman Richardson and John Dallas.  

 

Miss Ritchie's advent coincided with the departure of three of the best known members of the 

Music Society, David Barry, Gary Clegg, and Donald Swain, all of whom we wish well for the 

future. 

 

Miss Young, due to ill health, retired from full-time teaching but has now returned on a part-

time basis. During her illness we were fortunate to have the school's first music student, Miss 

Gillespie, from the Polytechnic, and later the services of Mrs C Jones, a part-time teacher. 

 

We thank the instrumental tutors for the hard work which has produced such excellent results 

throughout the year. 

Toby Cowley, Form 4 

Ed June 1976 

A-Level Music candidates: 

David Barry, Gary Clegg and Donald Swain 

O-Level Music candidates: 

Form 5: Glen Kerr, John Sheldon and Colin Petherick 

Form 4: Neale Agnew, Stephen Atkinson, Paul Bailie, Gordon Boal, John Lee, John 

MacDonald, Ivan McComb, David Mills, William Thompson and Arnold Wilson 

Lunchtime: Jonathan Bayly, Julian Byers, Toby Cowley and Michael Hunter 

O-Level Musical Appreciation candidates: 

Form 5: Robin Brown, Brian Dunne, Stephen Patton, Terry Shevlin, Martin Tate and Robert 

Yourston 

Form L 6: David Feherty, David Mason, Ian McBride, Simon Mercer and Leonard Woods 
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‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 28 

1976-1977 

 MUSIC SOCIETY 

Since its inception the Music Society has relied heavily on the activities of the Choir to 

contribute a major share to its activities. Last year was no exception. 

 

The performance of the ''Choir within the Choir'' or, if brevity is preferred, the Madrigal Group, 

was again well received at what has now become an "annual spot" at Speech Day.  

 

For the more solemn occasion of the School Remembrance Day Service, on Thursday 11th 

November, the Group rendered "Almighty and Everlasting God" by Orlando Gibbons. 

 

Last year, the Bangor Musical Festival’s organ classes on 18th November took the form of 

recitals by lan McBride and lvan McComb, who shared the Doctor E. H. Emery Memorial Cup. 

The recitals included works by Bach, Alain, Franck and Hindemith. It is pleasing to record that 

a number of members of the Society were present. 

 

Bangor Parish Church was the setting on Tuesday, 21st December, for the annual Festival of 

Nine Lessons and Carols. As in the previous year, the Festival was repeated in candlelight for 

parents and friends on Thursday evening, 23rd December. At this repeat service Old Boys 

are not only invited to attend, but those with choral experience are cordially invited to 

augment the Choir. For granting us the use of the Church for both these occasions we are 

indebted to the Rector and Select Vestry of the Parish Church. 

 

In the BBC's ‘Let the People Sing’ competition in the Easter term, the Madrigal Group 

represented Northern Ireland for the second consecutive year.  

 

At the end of term a new service was introduced into our calendar and held in Hamilton Road 

Presbyterian Church. The Choir sang ‘Since by Man Came Death’ and the ever-moving 

‘Hallelujah Chorus’, both from Handel's ‘Messiah’ ... as well as other well-known anthems. 

Due to the success of this service it is hoped that it will become an annual event. We are 

indeed grateful to the Session and Committee of the Church for the use of their premises. 

 



43 

 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

The Eighth Annual Spring Concert held on 9th and 10th May was as always, the main event 

of the year. Departing from previous programmes, there was no single main work, but rather a 

programme of "Lollipops", including solos and group instrumental pieces, as well as choral 

items by both the Choir and Madrigal Group.  

 

Songs by Connor House Choir always attract applause in abundance, and Mr. Thomson is to 

be congratulated on its performance. The patience and dedication of the tutors in both Brass 

and Woodwind were reflected in the various items presented and the thanks of the Society 

are due to them. 

 

In June we bade farewell to John Connolly, Toby Cowley, Roger Glenfield, Brian Kennedy, 

lan McBride, Brian Speers, Paul Todd, Tom Trouton and Leonard Woods. We thank them for 

their services to the Society and wish them well for the future. 

 

Lastly, but by no means least, we record our gratitude for the instruction and guidance in all 

matters given by our Director of Music, Mr. Hunter, and Miss Ritchie. Without their 

encouragement little would be achieved. 

Ivan McComb, Form 5 

Ed June 1977 

A-Level Music candidates: 

Ian McBride and Leonard Woods 

O-Level Music candidates: 

Form 5: Neale Agnew and John MacDonald 

Form 4: Chris Crawford, Kieron Crawley, Nigel Malloy, Chris Peel, Tony Scarborough and 

Colin Warden 

Lunchtime: Julian Byers 

O-Level Musical Appreciation: 

Form 5: Neale Agnew , Stephen Atkinson, Paul Bailie, Gordon Boal, John Lee, John 

MacDonald, Ivan McComb, David Mills, Alistair McWhirter, William Thompson and Arnold 

Wilson 
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‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 29 

1977-1978 

 MUSIC SOCIETY 

Last year, the Music Society's programme was as full and varied as in previous years.  

 

The first performance was on Speech Day when John McDonald played part of a clarinet 

sonata, in addition to the usual item by the Madrigal Group. Following this the Brass 

Ensemble played for the School Remembrance Day Service in November. 

 

The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was held in Bangor Parish Church on December 

21st and repeated on the following evening for parents, old boys and others.  

 

The School choir again gave a fine account of itself and followed this with a contribution to a 

BBC "Songs of Praise" broadcast in Bangor Parish Church in January.  

 

Due to the previous year’s success, a· service was held in Hamilton Road, Presbyterian 

Church at the end of the second term. 

 

The main event of the year, the Spring Concert, took place on May 1 5th and 16th and 

featured a concert performance of Gilbert and Sullivan's "Yeomen of the Guard", an amusing 

piece which proved popular. Ivan McComb accompanied the performance, which was 

directed by Mr Hunter, and the solo parts were taken by members of the School Choir. The 

two narrators, Geoffrey Millar and lan McDonald, added their own touch of humour to this 

light-hearted tale.  

 

Mr. Thomson is to be congratulated on the fine performance given by the Connor House 

Choir, and performances by instrumental groups included the first appearance of the 

Recorder Group and the first performance of a work for recorder and piano, written by Alan 

Mills and performed by Peter Farrar. 

 

The School Band also made its first appearance under the direction of Mr. K. Browne, and 

after this highly successful venture it is hoped that the band will become an important part of 

musical life in the School. 

 

In June, we bade farewell to Paul and Colin McQueen who are now studying music at Cardiff 

University. We wish them well for the future and thank them for their valuable contribution to 

the Music Society.  
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Thanks are also extended to our instrumental tutors for their hard work throughout the year. 

HR 

SIXTH FORM MUSICIANS 

L-R: standing: William Thompson, Stephen Atkinson, John MacDonald and Neale Agnew. 

Sitting: Colin Bell, Colin McQueen, Patrick McCutcheon, Julian Byers and Paul McQueen. 

 
THE SCHOOL BAND 

 

Since its formation in 1977 the School band has proved a valuable experience for each of its 

members. It is made up of all those boys receiving instrumental tuition in School and some 

other schoolboy players, and meets on a Friday afternoon under the leadership of Mr K 

Browne. The band plays much varied music, and provides useful experience in ensemble 

playing for the younger members. 

 

During its first year, the School Band performed at two main functions. The first of these was 

the annual inspection and parade of the school CCF and RN sections. A selection of marches 

was played and the inspecting officer, Rear-Admiral Monk, complimented the band on its fine 

military-style playing. 

 

On 15th, 16th May, the band gave its premier performances at what was the Ninth Annual 

Spring Concert. We played "Raindrops keep falling on my Head” and "Mexican Folk Dance", 

with visual aids added by our conductor. Both items were well received. 
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In June we reluctantly lost Paul and Colin McQueen from our number. Both contributed 

greatly to the band, and we wish them well in their continuing careers in music. 

 

Finally, we would wish to express our appreciation for the patience, industry and 

encouragement of Mr. Browne, who made it all possible. 

Neale Agnew, Form L6 

Ed JUNE 1978 

A-Level Music candidates: 

Form M 6: Colin McQueen and Paul McQueen 

Form L 6: Stephen Atkinson, Ivan McComb and William Thompson 

O-Level Music candidates: 

Lunchtime: Nigel Ley and Patrick McCutcheon 

O-Level Musical Appreciation candidates: 

Form L6: Colin Bell, Julian Byers and Patrick McCutcheon 

Form 5: Chris Crawford, Kieron Crawley, Nigel Ley, Michael McDowell, Nigel Malloy, Gavin 

Martin, Chris Peel, Tony Scarborough, Bob Scott, Colin Warden, George Wilson and Martin 

Willis       

Form 4: Chris Capper, Keith Hamilton, Michael Ievers, David Kent, Paul Magennis, Mark 

Mawhinney, Nigel Maxwell, Alan Ringland, David Trouton and Ron Wickens 

 

Ed  1 PHOTOGRAPH 

Staff, Summer Term 1978, The Clarke Hall 
Front Row: Messrs E Steele, I Hunter, J Driscoll, M McCord, J Welch, J Smith, J Johnston, B Styles, 

Dr R Rogers (Headmaster), Messrs J McKeown, W Langtry, L Brown, H Eadie, G Thomson, D Morrison, 
J Murphy, A Abraham 
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 ‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 30 

1978-1979 

The Music Department and Society made their annual appearances at Speech Day, the 

Remembrance Service and at Christmas. Whilst singing was a feature at each of these public 

occasions, Stephen Atkinson played a flute solo at the first, thus providing a welcome break 

from the spoken and sung word. 

 

The Carol Service attended by the School was somewhat distracted by an electricity cut 

which affected that area of the town which includes the Parish Church, so, in the absence of 

light and heat, the Order was abbreviated and, without the organ, was accompanied on two 

pianos by Miss H. Ritchie and Ivan McComb. The evening repeat of the Service was 

subjected to no such mishaps and was marked by a number of features: the growing number 

of parents and friends in the congregation; the increasing number of Old Boys who come 

along and augment the choir, last year some adding extra colour to an already colourful 

occasion by wearing academic dress; and the splendid spirit of Christmas invigorated by the 

atmosphere of the candle-lit church. One hopes that such good things will continue and grow 

for many years. 

 

The absence of a Spring Concert meant the lack of a public opportunity to say thanks to many 

people who contribute many hours of seen and unseen dedicated work for the well-being of 

music in the School.  

 

To full-time and part-time staff of the Department such sentiments are offered, as they are 

also to some boys leaving School in June '79. There are some fifteen such members of 

Middle Sixth, other than those mentioned above - too many to name, save one, whose special 

distinction in gaining a Choral Scholarship to King's College, Cambridge, where he will read 

Music, must single William Thompson out for particular congratulations. To all these leavers 

we, remaining in the Music Department say thanks for years of hard work, good humour and 

loyalty. We wish you the very best of good fortune, success and happiness in the future and 

hope that you will keep in touch. 

 

Some of the practical and theoretical activity of the Department is reflected in the following 

examination results. 
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ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC: 

PRACTICAL 

Grade 2 – Pass with Distinction - W A Mayne (piano).  

Grade 3 – Pass with Distinction - G E Best (piano). Pass with Merit - P A Crothers 

(trumpet); A D P Elliott (trumpet); P R Farrar (flute); A E Frame (trumpet); M A levers (piano); 

A W Liggett (flute); G P R Moore (clarinet). Pass - P D Blundell (flute); P Hopkinson 

(trombone); E G Lowry (flute); J Maxwell (trumpet) 

Grade 4 – Pass with Distinction - G A McMahon (trumpet). Pass with Merit - A J R 

Crothers (flute); J D Guy (French Horn); D M Johnston (piano). Pass - B C Irvine (flute); P J 

Leeke (flute); C G Morris (clarinet); N A McKinty (clarinet); T Tinman (flute).  

Grade 5 – Pass with Distinction - W A Agnew (organ). Pass with Merit - A P Morrison 

(trumpet); D W Trouton (piano). Pass - W A Agnew (oboe); P J Bennett (clarinet)  

Grade 6 – Pass - M D Mansfield (clarinet). 

THEORY 

Grade 3 - l M Campbell, P A Crothers, D F Devlin, M W Doherty, D H Dugan, A D P Elliott, 

DG W Erskine, D M Fitzsimons, D K Fleming, A E Frame, J R A Holmes, P Hopkinson, K J H 

Houston, G L Huggins, W Clyde Irwin, K A Magill, R P Mansfield, P J Mansfield, P J Martin, J 

Maxwell, C G Morris, R D Patterson, R D Rowe, P W Thompson. 

Grade 5 - E T Andrews, G E Best, l D Carson, M C Donald, P · Farrar, M D T Hoey, B C 

Irvine, D M Johnston, N W Liggett, B A Mills, G P R Moore, A P Morrison, G A McMahon, T 

McMullan, M T G O'Hara, J L Rainey, P A Smyth. 

IAFH 

 

THE SCHOOL BAND 

 

It can be stated without any doubt that the past year was the most successful in our short 

existence. Not only did our playing standard and musical ability rise, as indicated by our more 

ambitious repertoire, but our number of public appearances also increased, despite the fact 

that the Spring Concert did not materialise. 

 

Our rehearsals during the Christmas term culminated in a programme of Christmas carols 

interspersed with other such incongruous items as ‘The Battle Hymn of the Republic’ and 

‘Boogie on By’. This programme was given its first airing in the School Canteen during Short 

Break for the benefit of the Catering Staff, the Teaching Staff and the School Prefects. Here 
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we provided background music for the morning cups of tea. After the programme had passed 

its first test, the band joined forces with the Community Services Group on an outing to 

Crawfordsburn Hospital where we presented a similar performance in the foyer. I view it as a 

high compliment to the sound we produced when a hospital visitor enquired from upstairs if 

the Salvation Army had arrived!  

 

Also in the last week of term we made an appearance at Clifton Special Care School at the 

Christmas Party organised by our School Prefects. We were indeed lucky to have our Brass 

Tutor, Mr. Dawson, accompanying us on percussion. He carne armed with tambourines and 

other percussion devices which enabled the children to participate in our programme. The 

reception we received there was sufficient evidence of the pleasure we gave. · 

 

Towards the end of the Easter term we opened the CSG concert in the School Assembly Hall 

for an invited audience of elderly people. We played three short items - ‘El Toro March’, 

‘Gypsy Waltz’ and a Dixieland Selection. We were fortunate on this occasion as three former 

pupils were available to augment our trumpet and trombone sections. I refer to Colin 

McQueen, Colin Warden and Paul McQueen. 

 

Rehearsals for the Spring Concert had already begun before it became apparent that this 

fixture would not take place as a result of action taken by teachers in protest against the 

breakdown of salary negotiations. Instead of allowing all this effort to come to nothing we 

recorded our programme with the technical assistance of Mr. Greenaway. This consisted of 

some of our previously mentioned items with the addition of an original arrangement of ‘The 

Mull of Kintyre’ and the ever-popular ‘Radetzky March’. This recording was used to add 

another dimension to Mr. Sutter's tape/slide show depicting all facets of school life, which was 

presented for the benefit of parents of the new first form. 

 

The main reason for our improved standards was undoubtedly the large nucleus of relatively 

experienced musicians. Unfortunately the band suffered severely this year by the loss of so 

many M6 boys. We say farewell with gratitude to our three senior flautists - Stephen Atkinson, 

Michael Hunter and David Mills. Our Oboe section vanishes completely with the loss of Neale 

Agnew - a most competent side-drummer also, in the absence of our resident percussionist 

William Thompson, whom we have also lost. The leader of the Clarinet Section, John 

McDonald, will not only be missed for his playing ability but also for the example he gave for 
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the young players to emulate. Colin Warden (L6) also left school to take up employment in the 

Nl Electricity Service leaving a gap in the Trumpet Section. However, most of these sections 

have young, promising musicians to fill the breaches. The most difficult vacancies to fill will be 

those left by Julian Byers and Colin Bell who constituted two-thirds of the trombone section. 

 

An organisation of this nature requires much work and enthusiasm from many people other 

than the boys themselves. It is beyond dispute that there would be no band without the 

assistance of the Music Department. Both Mr. Hunter and Miss Ritchie provide enormous 

help in all organisational and instrumental matters.  

 

All the instrumental tutors do much important and unseen groundwork and in particular we 

would welcome Mr. Catherwood who has already assisted us enthusiastically since becoming 

a Brass Tutor in the school this September.  

 

To all of these people we give our sincere thanks. 

KB 

Ed JUNE 1979 

A-Level Music candidates: 

Neale Agnew, Colin Bell, Julian Byers and John MacDonald 

O-Level Music candidates: 

Chris Crawford, Keith Hamilton, Michael Ievers, David Kent, Mark Mawhinney, Nigel Maxwell, 

Alan Ringland, David Trouton, Martin Willis and Ext Cand Michael Smyth 

O-Level Musical Appreciation candidates: 

Garth Agnew, Philip Bennett, Andrew Crothers, Michael Dawson, Michael Kerr, Patrick 

Leeke, Martin Mansfield, Norman McKinty, Keith Williams and Ext Cand Michael Smyth 
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‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 31 

1979-1980 

The last academic year was, once again, a particularly fruitful one for the School's Music 

Department and Society. The performances of the School Choir, Band and solo 

instrumentalists were as well received as in previous years - the highlights being Speech Day, 

the Christmas Carol Services and the Spring Concert, which, together with the Remembrance 

Day Service and the end-of-term Service at Easter, make up a full calendar.  

 

At Speech Day the Trebles alone took over the usual Madrigal Group item and sang "The 

Star of the County Down" - marking Sir Hamilton Harty's centenary, and Christopher Peel 

played the clarinet solo - Fantasy Piece Nº 1 by Robert Schumann.  

 

Bangor Parish Church was again the venue for the end-of -term Christmas Carol Services. 

The Choir, at first struggling to find its feet after the loss of the previous year's fine tenors and 

basses, soon flourished as in past years. This year's services were notable both for the 

enthusiastic participation of Old Boys who sang with us at the second service sung by 

candlelight and for the large sums raised for charity - £90 for NSPCC and £100 for the "Save 

the Children Fund".  

 

The timber of the School Assembly Hall resounded once more in May to the welcome return - 

after a year's absence - of the Spring Concert. Apart from many instrumental solos and 

ensembles, the Connor House Choir made its traditional charming contribution, whilst the 

main work of the evening was Purcell's "Come Ye Sons of Art." This was sung memorably by 

the Choir to which we welcomed back Old Boys Neale Agnew, Julian Byers, John MacDonald 

and William Thompson who sang beautifully the Alto and Bass solos. Miss Helen Ritchie and 

Peter Farrar were the other soloists. Performed upon two nights, this was the year's 

outstanding event. 

 

The year's academic record forms an impressive list of individual successes in many 

examinations, but worthy of special mention are the achievements of Alan Mills, Michael 

levers and Christopher Peel who each passed Grade 8 Practical with clear distinction. 

Similarly outstanding results were gained by lan McDowell (Grade 4), Peter Farrar (Grade 5) 

and Nigel Maxwell (Grade 6). 
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Recent research in the Department's archives reveals an interesting set of facts and figures 

relating to the past ten years. In this period Theory examinations have been taken by 625 

candidates, and in 221 practical examinations there have been 42 passes with distinction and 

71 with merit. There have been 83 candidates for "O" level Musical Appreciation, 74 for "O" 

level Music and 17 for "A" level and from these 174 entries only 22 have resulted in less than 

satisfactory grades - hitherto regarded as "fails"! The Department has said farewell to Kieron 

Crawley, Jimmy Johnston and Christopher Peel and, whilst wishing them well for the future, 

we thank them for their contribution to music-making in BGS over the years, assure them that 

they will be greatly missed, and hope to see them, together with very many Old Boys, at this 

year's evening Candlelight Carol Service in BPC' 

 

Renewed thanks must be extended to all the Instrumental Tutors (in 1979/ 80 we had twelve 

such visiting teachers) for their continued commitment towards continuing such a high 

standard of practical music-making within the School. From their midst Mr David Barry has left 

to take a full-time teaching post in Cabin Hill School and Mr David Thomson has heard the 

call of the girls in Forthill High School to a similar pursuit - interestingly, these two tutors are 

Old Boys of BGS who are amongst the five who took LTCL Diplomas very shortly after 

leaving the School. We hope that they will be very happy in their new teaching careers and, 

whilst hoping that all the others will stay with us, we are glad to welcome Messrs David 

Burrowes (to teach cello) and Paul McCullough (to teach Brass instruments). 

 

Finally, we all would like to thank Miss Helen Ritchie and Mr lan Hunter for all their help and 

encouragement offered in the year past, for without it so little could be achieved and what 

would one then report? 

David Trouton, From 5 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1979/80 

PRACTICAL 

Grade 1 - Pass with Merit - R J Gwynne (piano)  

Grade 2 - Pass - A D Johnston (piano)  

Grade 3 - Pass with Distinction - W A Mayne (piano); B A Mills (bassoon); C J Moore 

(trumpet); l McDowell (flute); D W Trouton (flute). Pass with Merit - G E Best (oboe); D R W 

Cree (clarinet); M D T Hoey (flute). Pass - R G Anderson (trombone); R J Gwynne (oboe);     
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T H W Hall (cornet); S J A Hamilton (clarinet); D M Johnston (flute); M H Latimer (clarinet); C 

C Leeke (french horn); l N Lockhart (clarinet); R J O'Neill (trombone);  

Grade 4 - Pass with Distinction - S Copeland (piano); M A levers (piano); N W Liggett 

(flute). Pass with Merit - G E Best (piano); M F Blundell (clarinet); A D P Elliott (trumpet); J S 

Fitzgerald (flute); A E Frame (trumpet); B M Hawkins (clarinet); D M Johnston (organ). Pass - 

P O Blundell (flute); M D T Hoey (flute); J Maxwell (trumpet).  

Grade 5 - Pass with Distinction - A J R Crothers (flute); P R Farrar (flute); D M Johnston 

(piano); P J Leeke (flute). Pass with Merit - B C lrvine (flute); C G Morris (clarinet); G A 

McMahon (trumpet). Pass - M A Douglas (tuba); G P R Moore (clarinet); T McMullan 

(clarinet). Grade 6 - Pass with Distinction - N Maxwell (clarinet). Pass with Merit - P J 

Bennett (clarinet).  

Grade 8 – Pass with Distinction - M A levers (clarinet); C J W Peel (clarinet) 

THEORY 

Grade 1 - C E P Adams; J G Anderson; R G Anderson; M J Armstrong; C R Baker; S J 

Benton; M R Ferris; R J Gwynne; S J A Hamilton; N J Harvey; N S Holmes; M A Larmour; C 

C Leeke; P J L'Estrange; R J Ley; l N Lockhart; B A Marshall; G Maxwell; S A McCandless; l 

McDowell; M McMullan; R J O'Neill; G D Stevenson; R J Wylie  

Grade 3 - C E P Adams; J G Anderson; R G Anderson; M J Armstrong; S W Boyd; S J 

Benton; N S P Doake; R J Gwynne; S J A Hamilton; N J Harvey; N S Holmes; M A Larmour; 

C C Leeke; P J L'Estrange; R J Ley; l N Lockhart; E G Lowry; B A Marshall; G Maxwell; C A R 

Moag; M J Moore; S A McCandless; l McDowell; P A McKinney; S J McKinty; G McMullan; R 

J O'Neill; P C Smyth; G D Stevenson; P W Weir; R J Wylie; N J Grimshaw  

Grade 5 - P A Crothers; A D P Elliott; DG W Erskine; D W Fitzsimons; A E Frame; P K 

Hopkinson; K J H Houston; G L Huggins; K A Magill; P J Martin; J Maxwell; C A R Moag; C C 

Morris; R D Rowe. 

 

NORTHERN IRELAND GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 1980 

ADVANCED LEVEL MUSIC: C J W Peel; K D Crawley  

ORDINARY LEVEL MUSIC: P J Bennett; A J R Crothers; M Kerr; P J Leeke; M D Mansfield; 

C N McCartney; N A McKinty; D K Williams 

ORDINARY LEVEL MUSICAL APPRECIATION: G E Best; l D Carson; M C Donald; M A 

Douglas; P R Farrar; M D T Hoey; B C lrvine; D M Johnston; M H Latimer; N W Liggett; M A 

McMahon; T McMullan; B A Mills; G P R Moore; M T G O'Hara. 
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‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 32 

1980-1981 

Speech and Remembrance Days, two Christmas Carol Services and a Spring Recital were 

the occasions of public performance around which the Music Department rotated during 

another year.  

 

At Speech Day, Michael levers gave a fine performance of the first movement of Malcolm 

Arnold's "Sonatina" for clarinet, whilst the Trebles from the School Choir, accompanied by 

David Trouton, sang Benjamin Britten's setting of "Down by the Sally Gardens" which, with its 

words by W. B. Yeats, was a happy choice as the Guest of Honour, the Provost of Trinity 

College, Dublin, is an authority on that poet. 

 

The traditional "Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols" at Christmas was sung on the last 

morning of term in Bangor Parish Church with the whole School present and repeated on 

Monday evening December 22,1980 with the collection, totalling over £160, being given to the 

Renal Unit of Belfast City Hospital. The evening service's congregation of parents and friends 

increases annually. The similarly increasing number of Old Boys who join in the Choir for this 

Service, which is sung by candlelight, is greatly welcomed. Last year some thirty Old Boys 

sang with us and we look forward to seeing them and more at this year's Service on the 

evening of Monday December 21, 1981.  .  

 

A recital on Tuesday night, May 26, last reflected the increasing diversity of the Department's 

activities and ever-growing number of boys receiving Instrumental Tuition, though this was 

achieved by the absence of a major choral work which had occupied the whole of the second 

half in any previous Spring Concert. An audience of some 250 people attended this evening 

of music and heard a small choir together with the band instrumental soloists, and ensembles 

give excellent accounts of the work which they do throughout the year. This was a 

performance within the continuous and industrious music-making of the year rather than an 

event at the end of concentrated effort to the exclusion of many other things. For this reason I 

will not single out any individual item from the programme for special mention, but rather 

observe that the standard of each performance during the recital compared most favourably 

with those of previous years on similar occasions, and was one of which the performers could 

be justifiably proud.  
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Amongst those taking part, for whom this recital was to be their last public performance as 

Members of the School, were four members of last year's Middle Sixth. To Michael Douglas, 

Michael levers, Nigel Maxwell and David Trouton we offer thanks for their contributions to 

music here over the past years coupled with best wishes for their diverse futures. 

 

During the last week of the Summer Term the School's Assembly Hall was the venue for an 

afternoon concert given by the Choral Scholars of King's College, Cambridge, amongst whom 

was B.G.S. Old Boy, William Thompson. Attended by the School's musicians and members of 

staff (whose spouses were also invited),  a splendid programme  of  madrigals, part-songs, 

negro spirituals and close harmony arrangements given by these fourteen young men from 

one of the world's most prestigious universities and choirs was interspersed with questions 

from the audience which drew humorous anecdotes and comments in response. This was the 

first visit to Northern Ireland by any part of the famous Choir of King's College, Cambridge, 

and this School Concert is a unique event and one happily remembered. 

 

With almost one sixth of the School's population now receiving Instrumental Tuition, this 

aspect of the Department continues to increase in importance and some reflection of the 

invaluable work done by our visiting Tutors may be read below in the list of results for external 

practical examinations held twice in any year, with the School being its own centre. To three 

of last year's tutors - Miss Yvonne Blythe and Messrs Stephen Atkinson and Charles Millar - 

no longer teaching with us, we offer thanks for all their hard work, and to those who have 

joined us we bid welcome. It is a matter of considerable gratification to record that amongst 

the instrumental Tutors listed below are numbered four Old Boys. To them all, however, and 

to Miss Helen Ritchie and Mr Ken Browne, thanks are offered for their manifold and varied 

contributions to the life of music within the School. 

IH 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1980/81 

 

PRACTICAL:  

Grade 1 – Pass with Distinction - G H Adams (piano) l McDowell (piano). Pass with Merit - 

L M McCormick (piano).  

Grade 2 - Pass with Distinction - D R W Cree (piano), R J Gwynne (piano); Pass - R D 

Patterson (piano).  
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Grade 3 - Pass with Distinction - A D Johnston (piano). Pass with Merit - A J Gildea 

(trumpet), M A Larmour (flute). Pass - C A Boal (trumpet), P J Cole (oboe), M R J Matear 

(tuba), G Maxwell (trombone),R S Moffett (trombone),P J Oliver (flute), J G Ryan (flute) J H 

Young (bassoon)  

Grade 4 - Pass with Distinction - S Copeland (piano), D M Johnston (flute). Pass with 

Merit - D R W Cree (clarinet), R J Gwynne (oboe), S J A Hamilton (clarinet), W A Mayne 

(piano), J C Moore (trumpet), D W Trouton (Fiute). Pass - R G Anderson (trombone) T H W 

Hall (cornet), P K Hopkinson (trombone), C C Leeke (french horn), l N Lockhart (clarinet), R J 

O'Neill (trombone), R D Rowe (bassoon).  

Grade 5 - Pass with Distinction - S Copeland (piano), A D P Elliott (trumpet),B M Hawkins 

(clarinet), N W Liggett (flute), B A Mills (bassoon). Pass with Merit - G E Best (piano), J S 

Fitzgerald (flute) M D T Hoey (flute), l McDowell (flute). Pass - M F Blundell (clarinet), P O 

Blundell (flute), P A Crothers (trumpet),A E Frame (trumpet) J D Guy (french horn)  

Grade 6 - Pass with Distinction - P R Farrar (flute), D M Johnston (piano); Pass with Merit-

: M A lever (piano) B C lrvine (flute), P J Leeke (flute); Pass - C G Morris (clarinet, C N 

McCartney (cornet) 

Grade 8 - Pass with Merit - A J R Crothers (flute). Pass - N Maxwell (clarinet) 

 

THEORY:  

Grade 3 - C A Boal, P J Burns, S Copeland, D R W Cree, M T Cummings, N E Downing, S R 

Eaton, E D Ewing, R J Farrell, M G Halford, T H W Hall, S J A Harris, R G 

Martin, M R J Matear, J G Moag, J C Moore, P J Oliver, J G Ryan, M C Taylor, K Woods, J H 

Young Grade 5- C E P Adams, J G Anderson, R G Anderson, S J Benton, N S P Doake, M R 

Ferris, J S Fitzgerald, R J Gwynne, S J A Hamilton, N J Harvey, N S Holmes, M A Larmour, C 

C Leeke, R J Ley, l N Lockhart, P J L'Estrange, G Maxwell, S A McCandless, l McDowell, S J 

McKinty, M McMullan, G D Stevenson, P W Weir, R J Wylie 

 

 

NORTHERN IRELAND GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 1981 

 

ADVANCED LEVEL MUSIC - M A Ievers, D W Trouton 

 

ORDINARY LEVEL MUSIC - G E Best, P R Farrar, M D T Hoey, B C Irvine, D M Johnston, 

NW Liggett, G A McMahon, B A Mills, GP R Moore, M T G O'Hara 
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ORDINARY LEVEL MUSICAL APPRECIATION - A J l Brennan, P A Crothers, A D P Elliott, 

D M Fitzsimons, A E Frame, J Maxwell, C G Morris, R D Rowe 

 

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 

Mrs Daisy Adams LTCL, ALCM  piano Mrs Anne King GRSM, LRAM  flute 

Neale Agnew  oboe Colin Loughead LTCL  bassoon 

Denis Benson ARCM  violin Mrs Heather McCready violin/viola 

David Burrowes BA cello cello Paul McCullough ARCM, LTCL  brass 

David Catherwood BMus  brass Colin McQueen BMus   trumpet 

Miss Rosemary Collins BA, DipEd, LTCL piano Miss Helen Ritchie BMus, DipEd, LTCL clarinet 

Robert Dawson LTCL (SEELB) trumpet Paul Schumann ARCM clarinet 

  Donald Swain BA flute 

 

BANDMASTER 

Ken Browne BSc (Mathematics Department) 

 

FULL-TIME TEACHERS 

Miss Helen J Ritchie BMus, DipEd, LTCL 

Ian A F Hunter BA, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 
(Director of Music) 
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‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 33 

1981-1982 

To all those things which now occur annually to make up the Music Department's year two 

new activities were added in the months under review - the Trebles from the School Choir 

were invited to record two programmes in the BBC Radio 'Singing Together' series and, after 

some years' absence, a number of boys receiving Instrumental Tuition in School entered for 

various classes in Bangor Music Festival. 

 

The BBC programmes were made, after much rehearsal in School, during a full day's 

intensive recording sessions in a Belfast studio. This was an interesting, if exhausting and 

rewarding, experience, the boys always having to be 'on their toes' ready on cue to sing 

verses, or short extracts, from folk songs from around the world, between the spoken 

passages - it is this continuous forma, with an apparently never-ceasing piano 

accompaniment to narrator and singers alike, which has made this series so widely popular in 

Schools Broadcasting. Despite boys literally fainting during recordings - we seemed to be in 

the midst of a January flu epidemic - and parents being telephoned to take the patients home, 

we all enjoyed the experience of being part of the programme's first recording visit to Northern 

Ireland and meeting the presenter, Mr Douglas Combes, whose voice is so familiar in Schools 

throughout the United Kingdom. 

 

To have travelled the short distance to Hamilton House, Bangor, albeit on more than one 

occasion for some, proved to be a worthwhile journey for many of our competitors in Bangor 

Music Festival and, whilst 'successes' are listed below, all those who played gave fair and 

laudable accounts of their musician ship and abilities - thus excellently reflecting the 

invaluable work being pursued in Instrumental Tuition with the School. 

RESULTS 

Piano Sight Reading        1st   Alan Mills 

 2nd   Mark Johnston 

Piano Accompanying at sight 1st   Alan Mills 

 2nd  Mark Johnston 

Piano Sonata, The Burrows Cup 1st   Alan Mills 

Sonata, Instrument and Piano 1st   Peter Farrar, flute & Alan Mills, piano 

Piano Repertoire Class, The Emery Cup 1st   Alan Mills 

 3rd   Mark Johnston 
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Woodwind Solo Under 16 Years, The Hunter Cup 1st   Ian McDowell, flute 

 2nd   Murray Erskine, clarinet 

 3rd=  Jonathan Gwynne, oboe 

 3rd=  Brian Hawkins, clarinet 

Woodwind Solo Open, The Burrows Cup 1st   Peter Farrar, flute 

 2nd  Brian Irvine, flute 

 3rd  Ian McDowell, flute 

Organ Under 21 Years 1st   Alan Mills 

 2nd  Mark Johnston 

Organ Open, The Emery Cup 1st  Mark Johnston 

 2nd  Alan Mills 

Strings Under 3 Years' Study Strings Open 2nd  Geoffrey Adams, cello 

Strings Open:  1st  Robin Baker, cello 

Brass Under 18 Years 1st  Paul Morrison, trumpet  

Brass Under 16 Years, The Gransha Trophy 1st  Allan Gildea, trumpet 

 2nd=  Ciaran Moore, trumpet 

 2nd=  Paul McCutcheon, trombone 

 

The North Down Borough Council Scholarship for the most promising instrumentalist in the 

Festival was jointly awarded to Peter Farrar and Alan Mills. The Bangor and North Down 

Music Club Scholarship for the most promising instrumentalist under 21 years was awarded 

to Alan Mills. 

 

Thus our thirty-three musicians won twenty-five places in classes where they represented 

50% of the total number of competitors, but it is the opportunity to perform solo before a 

public audience - not necessarily afforded them all elsewhere - in a strange environment and 

to hear constructive criticisms of their own, and others', performing which gives such a 

Festival the value it has. 

 

To all our Instrumental Tutors, the fruits of whose labours are so often now being seen in 

public, we offer all our grateful thanks. This year we bade farewell, for varying reasons, to 

Messrs. N. Agnew (oboe), D. Benson (violin), D. Catherwood (brass), R. Dawson (trumpet), 

C. McQueen (trumpet) and Mrs. H. McCready (violin/viola). We hope still to keep in touch with 
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them and in their stead we welcome warmly Messrs. S. Cairns, R. Curry, C. Reid and Mrs. G. 

Leaming - we hope that they will be happy and long with us. 

 

The Musical year had begun with the Trebles from the School Choir singing 'In Praise of 

Neptune' - words by Thomas Campton, music by John Ireland - and Andrew Crothers playing 

two movements from Handel's Fourth Flute Sonata at October's Speech Day. The band 

played at the Remembrance Day Service in School, at the CCF General inspection and made 

its usual popular contributions at the Spring Concert.  

 

This Concert had taken its usual format, with Choir and Instrumental Solos and Ensembles 

affording as many as possible of the School's musicians the opportunity to take part. This 

year's Concert, however, saw the first public appearance of the Junior Orchestra. Made up of 

boys in Forms One-Three, it had played Christmas Carols to the Staff in the Canteen one 

morning in December, but for this public occasion the 'Ballet' from Schubert's 'Rosamunde' 

together with 'Three Welsh Airs' were played. These items proved to be so popular that the 

encore, which had just happened to have been prepared, was needed to satisfy the large 

audience's enthusiastic demands! Many Senior Citizens had previously enjoyed the music we 

played for them at the Community Services Concert. This formed a completely different 

programme from that at the Spring Concert. 

 

For many people, boys, parents, staff, old boys and friends alike, the highlight of the 

Christmas Season, if not the whole year, is 'The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols'. 

Following the tradition of recent years, it was sung in the Parish Church on the last morning of 

the Christmas Term and again, by Candlelight, on December 21 at 8 p.m. The ever-

increasing number of Old Boys who take part in the Candlelit Service is a source of great 

pleasure to us all - 1981 saw some thirty singing with us and we hope that this will endure for 

many years to come. From these Services the Collections, totalling £212, were sent to the 

BBC 'Children in Need' Appeal. 

 

As ever, each year sees a number of boys leaving the School who have contributed to Music 

during their time here. We have said farewell to Philip Bennett, Andrew Crothers, Mark 

Johnston, Patrick Leeke, Norman McKinty, Gary McMahon, Martin Mansfield and Graham 

Moag, thank them for making music whilst at Bangor Grammar School and wish them well in 

their present pursuits. 
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Lastly, to Mr. Ken Browne grateful thanks are offered for his never-tiring work and patience 

with the Band without whose weekly rehearsal Fridays would not be the same, and to Miss 

Helen Ritchie, whose great sense of humour is always coupled with that greater dedication 

with which she enthusiastically undertakes all that she does, adequate thanks cannot be 

expressed.  IAFH 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1981/82 

PRACTICAL 

Grade 1 Pass - M C Taylor (piano). 

Grade 2 Pass with Merit - M D McLellan (voila); Pass - G P R Moore (piano). 

Grade 3 Pass with Distinction - S Copeland (flute) D R W Cree (piano), RJ Gwynne (piano), 

B C Irvine (piano), l McDowell (piano), K A Roberts (clarinet). Pass with Merit - G H Adams 

(piano), P R Farrar (piano), G R Murray (clarinet), G D Stevenson (clarinet), M S Stringer 

(clarinet). Pass - P Burns (trumpet), R M Cooke (clarinet), W P Hatty (trumpet), S Henning 

(trumpet), P H McDonough (trumpet), R D Patterson (piano), Z Radcliffe (trumpet), M J White 

(trumpet): 

Grade 4 Pass with Merit - A J Gildea (trumpet), PC McCutcheon (trombone), G Maxwell 

(trombone), C A Reilly (trombone). Pass - P J Ashe (trumpet), C A Boal (trumpet), R 

Copeland (trumpet), M A Larmour (flute), R S Moffitt (trombone), J H Young (bassoon) : 

Grade 5 Pass with Merit - J G Ryan (flute). Pass - R G Anderson (trombone), D R W Cree 

(clarinet), S J A Hamilton (clarinet), l N Lockhart (clarinet) W A Mayne (piano), J C Moore 

(trumpet), G N Reid (violin) D Webb (violin):  

Grade 6 Pass with Distinction - l McDowell (flute); with Merit - S Copeland (piano), A D P 

Elliott (trumpet), M L Erskine (clarinet), N W Liggett (flute). Pass - B M Hawkins (clarinet), D 

M Johnston (organ), G P R Moore (clarinet): 

Grade 7 Pass with Merit - B C Irvine (flute), D M Johnston (piano): 

Grade 8 Pass with Distinction - P R Farrar (flute). Pass - P J Leeke (flute) 

 

THEORY 

Grade 1 - S Burton. 

Grade 2 - J W Colvin, P J McAuley, G N Sims, E Thurley, R S Welsh. 

Grade 3 - P C Archer, R A Brown, R M Cooke J Davidson, D Glenn, G R Hall, W P Hatty, S J 

Long, K D A McAdam, C N McDaid, G A Miller, R J C Milligan, R G Murray, G N Reid, G W 

Stewart, M S Stringer, B Williams. 
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Grade 4 - G H Adams, P J Burns, M T Cummings, N E Downing, S R Eaton, E D Ewing, T H 

W Hall, J P Hanna, S J A Harris, M R J Matear, J C Moore, P J Oliver, J G Ryan, M C Taylor, 

K Woods, J H Young. 

Grade 5 - S Copeland, D R W Cree, N E Downing, DG Farlow, B N Hawkins, DJ lrvine, M R J 

Matear, J G Moag, J C Moore, J G Ryan, J H Young. 

Grade 6 - S Copeland, D G Farlow. 

 

NORTHERN IRELAND GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 1982 

ADVANCED LEVEL MUSICAL APPRECIATION 

P R Farrar, B C lrvine, D M Johnston, N W Liggett, B A Mills, G P R Moore, M T G O'Hara 

ORDINARY LEVEL MUSIC 

A J l Brennan, P A Crothers, A D P Elliott, D Fitzsimons, A E Frame, J Maxwell 

ORDINARY LEVEL MUSICAL APPRECIATION 

C E P Adams, D G W Erskine, R J Gwynne, S J A Hamilton, C C Leeke, R J Ley, l McDowell, 

P W Weir 

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS: 

 
Mrs Daisy Adams LTCL, ALCM piano  Mrs Gillian Leeming violin/viola  

David Burrowes MA cello  Colin Loughead LTCL bassoon  

Stephen Cairns BMus, PGCE, FTCL brass  Paul McCullough ARCM, LTCL brass  

Miss Rosemary Collins BA, DipEd, LTCL piano  Colin Reid  oboe  

Robert Curry FTCL trumpet  Miss Helen Ritchie BMus, DipEd, LTCL clarinet  

Mrs Anne King GRSM, LRAM flute  Paul Schumann ARCM  clarinet  

  Donald Swain BA flute 

 
 

BANDMASTER 

Ken Browne BSc (Mathematics Department) 

 

FULL-TIME TEACHERS 

Miss Helen J Ritchie BMus, DipEd, LTCL 

Ian A F Hunter BA, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 

(Director of Music) 
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‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 34 

1982-1983 

Of the many events in which the Music Department partakes, Speech Day in October was the 

first of the year. The trebles sang Roger Quilter's 'Non Nobis Domine' and a Woodwind 

Ensemble played 'Sarabande' from Edward Grieg's 'Holberg Suite'.  

 

The School Band, under the directorship of Mr Ken Browne, again played at the annual 

Remembrance Day Service and, towards the end of term, provided a programme of 

Christmas music for our neighbouring Special Care School. The Junior Orchestra, now in its 

second year, is beginning to reap the rewards of additional string tuition in School, and 

indeed, the extension of instrumental tuition to Connor House has greatly increased its 

number. This orchestra entertained the staff to carols in the canteen at Christmas, as did also 

a small group of singers.  

 

With approximately one sixth of the School now taking instrumental tuition much of our time is 

spent in instrumental work, but the highlight of the musical year would still seem to be the 

annual 'Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols'. The School Service was sung on the last 

morning of the Christmas term in Bangor Parish Church and repeated, by Candlelight, for 

parents, friends and old boys on Thursday night, the 23rd of December. We welcome the 

large number of old boys who support us in the Candlelight Service, especially by coming 

along to sing in the Choir, and hope that their number will continue to increase. 

 

Earlier in the Christmas term the Parents' Association very kindly hosted a musical evening at 

which 'Camarata', a group of eleven singers including five old boys and directed by Mr Ian 

Hunter, performed to a large and very appreciative audience. The great variety of songs was 

interspersed with instrumental solos and the Music Department is very grateful to 'Camarata' 

for presenting the concert and to the Parents' Association for their generous donation from the 

proceeds of this enjoyable evening. 

 

This year we again supported Bangor Music Festival, entering a large number of boys for a 

variety of instrumental classes. Several of our competitors distinguished themselves, notably 

Alan Mills who earlier in the year had gained his LTCL Piano Performers Diploma and 

subsequently crowned his many achievements at Bangor Grammar School by winning a 

scholarship to Churchill College, Cambridge, to read music. 
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The Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music theory and practical examinations were 

held variously at the end of all three terms and involved a considerable number of candidates. 

With an apparent heightening in the standard of marking for the practical examinations over 

the past eighteen months and fewer distinctions recorded in our results, we are nevertheless 

pleased to report a continued pass rate of almost one hundred per cent. 

 

The Spring Concert in May again took the form of a large number of short items - choral, 

ensemble, solo, band and orchestra - to reflect the work of the Department throughout the 

year and to give as many as possible of our young musicians the chance to play in public. 

Whilst this is always a happy occasion for us, it is regrettably the time when we bid farewell to 

a number of boys who are leaving the School. Mark and Paul Blundell, Peter Farrar, John 

Fitzgerald, Jonathan Guy, Brian Irvine, Colin Leeke, Alan Mills, Russell Moore, Paul Morrison 

and Mark O'Hara have now left us to continue their studies elsewhere. We extend grateful 

thanks to them for their various contributions to music within the School and wish them well 

for the future. 

 

Thanks must also go to the large number of instrumental tutors who work so diligently to 

develop instrumental music in the School; to Mr Ken Browne for his enthusiasm in directing 

the band and especially to Mr Ian Hunter for the direction which he constantly gives in all the 

work of the Department. HR 

 

THE SCHOOL BAND 

The past year saw a change in the rehearsal day of the school band - from Friday afternoon 

to Monday afternoon. This accommodated those boys who were members of both the CCF 

and the school band, and the change meant that the boys were now fresh at the beginning of 

the week instead of wearied after five days' of hard work. 

 

Our three main public performances this year were the Remembrance Service in November, 

the Prefect's Party for the children of Clifton Special Care School and, of course, the annual 

Spring Concert in May. 

 

The Spring Concert must be singled out as the band's best performance, especially with the 

rendering of Hootenanny and the encore of American patrol - not to mention the standing 

ovation at the end. This was mainly due to our vast numbers of senior boys, who are indeed 

leaving us; their contribution will be greatly missed. Next year the flute section will be greatly 

diminished by the loss of Brian Irvine, Peter Farrar, John Fitzgerald and Neil Liggett. We must 
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wish Russell Moore well too, as he will be missed as leader of the clarinet section. Alan Mills 

will never be forgotten. He was the first bassoon player in the band, but he will be missed by 

all for his great musical knowledge and skill. We wish Alan well as he continues his study of 

music at Cambridge. In the fifth form, Colin Leeke had left us for Co. Antrim and Colin will be 

missed as, in him, we have lost our French Horn section. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank Dave McCusker and Richard Rowe for their help in the Spring 

Concert. Lastly, all our thanks must go to Mr K. Browne, without whose help and 

encouragement it would all be impossible. Allistair Elliott 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC RESULTS  

PRACTICAL 

Grade 1 Pass - S B Livingstone (violin). 

Grade 2 Pass with Merit - J G Ryan (piano). 

Grade 3 Pass - S M Crowther (trombone), P A Dunne (Clarinet), A D P Elliott (piano), R N G 

Forster (flute), P D Girvan (Flute), S P Holt (trombone), J N F Hull (trombone), G M Johnston 

(clarinet),J A G Macafee (oboe), G R Maguire (oboe), R D G Malcolmson (trombone), P 

McAdam (Flute), D N Quigg (clarinet), J A Watters (cello). 

Grade 4 Pass with Distinction- G H Adams (cello). Pass with Merit- G H Adams (piano), D 

R W Cree (piano), l McDowell (piano), K A Roberts (clarinet), R H Wilson (trombone). Pass - 

R M Cooke (clarinet), S Henning (trumpet), B C Irvine (piano), C W P Kennedy (Trombone), 

M R J Matear (tuba), G R Murray (clarinet), P C McCutcheon (trombone), P H McDonough 

(trumpet), M S Stringer (clarinet), M J White (trumpet). 

Grade 5 Pass with Distinction - S Copeland (flute). Pass with Merit- S J Henry (clarinet), M 

A Larmour (flute), G Maxwell (trombone), J Maxwell (euphonium), G B Watson (cornet). Pass 

- R C Baker (cello), R Copeland (trumpet), P R Farrar (piano), A J Gildea (trumpet), C C 

Leeke (french horn), R S Moffitt (trombone). 

Grade 6 Pass with Merit - J G Ryan (flute). Pass - D R W Cree {clarinet), S J A Hamilton 

(clarinet), J C Moore (trumpet). 

Grade 7 Pass - B A Mills {Bassoon). 

Grade 8 Pass with Merit- B C Irvine (flute). Pass- N W Liggett (flute). 

THEORY 

Grade 2 - M A Agnew, S J Andrews, P J Brown, C J Kerr, R J McCrystal, R Parker, D A 

Patterson, K A Shepherd, B N Spence. 
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Grade 3 - K A Addy, P J Ashe, S Burton, S J Cummings, B Dale, R D Dorman, J StJ T 

Eccles, C R Gabby, W D Gordon, M G Kannenberg, S B Livingston, C S Martin, J B Mullan, 

M A Parker, S J Welsh. 

Grade 4 - P C Archer, C B Aspinall, R A Brown, J W Colvin, J D Dunne, P D Girvan, P 

McAdam, P J McAuley, A D B McCausland, Z Radcliffe, G N Sims, D T Ward. 

Grade 5 - R C Baker, P O Blundell, R M Cooke, R Copeland, M J Davidson, A J Gildea, D 

Glenn, J P Hanna, W P Hatty, S J Long, K D A McAdam, C N McDaid, P H McDonough, M D 

McLellan, M Moore, R G Murray, G N Reid, K A Roberts, M S Stringer, B Watson, B Williams, 

D A Wylie. 

Grade 8 - P R Farrar, B C Irvine, N W Liggett, B A Mills. 

 

NORTHERN IRELAND GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 1983 

ADVANCED LEVEL MUSIC 

P R Farrar, B C Irvine, B A Mills, G P R Moore. 

ADVANCED LEVEL MUSICAL APPRECIATION 

A D P Elliott, A E Frame, J Maxwell. 

ORDINARY LEVEL MUSIC 

R J Gwynne, S J A Hamilton, C C Leeke, R J Ley, l McDowell. 

ORDINARY LEVEL MUSICAL APPRECIATION 

P J Burns, S Copeland, D R W Cree, B M Hawkins, M R J Matear, J C Moore J G Ryan. 

  

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 

Mrs Daisy Adams LTCL ALCM piano  Miss Edel McConville LTCL  clarinet  

David Burrowes MA  cello  Paul McCullough ARCM, LTCL  brass  

Stephen Cairns BMus, PGCE, FTCL  brass  George Newman  violin/viola 

Mrs Rosemary Hunter BA, DipEd, LTCL  piano  Colin Reid  oboe  

Mrs Anne King GRSM, LRAM flute  Miss Helen Ritchie BMus, DipEd, LTCL  clarinet 

Colin Loughead LTCL  bassoon  Donald Swain BA flute 

 

BANDMASTER 

Ken Browne, BSc (Mathematics Department) 

 

FULL-TIME TEACHERS 

Miss Helen J Ritchie BMus, DipEd, LTCL 

Ian A F Hunter BA, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 
(Director of Music) 
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 ‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 35 

1983-1984 

The musical calendar began this year with Speech Day in October. A wind ensemble 

played for the academic procession and one of its number, Allistair Elliott, later played a 

trumpet solo which was followed by the trebles from the choir. It has become traditional 

for the band to play at the annual Remembrance Day Service and shortly after this event 

it again played for the Special Care School. Both the band and the Junior Orchestra 

played Christmas Carols to the staff in the canteen towards the end of the term which 

again concluded with the 'Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols' sung in Bangor Parish 

Church on the final morning and repeated, by Candlelight, for parents, friends and old 

boys on the evening of Thursday December 22nd. We are delighted that so many former 

pupils join with us on this occasion and we hope that they will continue to give us their 

support. 

 

A considerable number of candidates were entered for the theory and practical examinations 

of the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music throughout the year. Their results are 

listed below. lt was decided this year to offer for the first time in the school a third Ordinary 

level in Music - the Associated Examining Board's Music  Performance. Fifteen boys 

particularly interested in performance and not necessarily in the Northern Ireland General 

Certificate of Education music classes in the school were entered. With a United Kingdom 

pass rate of only 59% we are pleased to record a Bangor Grammar School pass rate of 87%. 

These and the other GCE results are also listed below. 

 

Each June we bid farewell to a number of boys who are leaving the school. We are grateful to 

Paddy Crothers, Michael Doherty, Allistair Elliott, David Fitzsimons, Andrew Frame, Clyde 

Irwin, Julian Maxwell, William Mayne and Ciaran Moore for their various and varying 

contributions to music within the school during their time with us and wish them well for the 

future. 

 

Instrumental Tuition continues to occupy its important position in the department's work and 

we are grateful to all the instrumental tutors for their continued hard work and interest. Of their 

number we bid farewell to Mrs. Rosemary Hunter and Miss Edel McConville and welcome in 

their places Mrs. Christine Cairns and Mr. Paul Rafferty. Thanks are also due to Mr. Ken 

Browne for his untiring work with the band, and to the Head of Department, Mr. lan Hunter. 
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HM 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1983/84 

PRACTICAL 

Grade 1 Pass - J L Gilpin (violin), M S Stringer (piano), M D W Ward (violin). 

Grade 2 Pass -S B Livingston (violin). 

Grade 3 Pass with Distinction - J G Ryan (piano); Pass with Merit - N A Bingham (flute) 

Pass -G W Davies-Jones (violin), J D Dunne (oboe), P C Larmour (clarinet), S A Logan 

(trumpet), P R Matthews (clarinet), M D McLellan (viola) 

Grade 4 Pass with Distinction - M W R McCord (french horn). Pass - C McCarroll 

(trombone), S M Crowther (trombone), A D P Elliott (piano), R N G Forster (flute), P D Girvan 

(flute), S P Holt (trombone), P McAdam (flute), A D B McCausland (clarinet), J A C Macafee 

(oboe), G R Maguire (oboe), R D G Malcolmson (trombone), J Murray (bassoon), D N Quigg 

(clarinet) 

Grade 5 with Distinction - I McDowell (piano). Pass with Merit - R M Cooke (clarinet), K A 

Roberts (clarinet), W T Walsh (trumpet), R H Wilson (trombone). Pass - C A Boal (trumpet), C 

W P Kennedy (trombone), M R J Matear (tuba) 

Grade 6 with Merit - J Maxwell (euphonium), G B Watson (cornet); Pass - P C McCutcheon 

(trombone) 

Grade 7 with Merit - I McDowell (flute); Pass - S: M Hawkins (clarinet) 

 

THEORY 

Grade 1 - N D Quinn, A M Williams. 

Grade 2 - I D Archer, A Baxter, G C Beattie, S C Blair, W Boal, C R Burns, C Carroll, G J 

Coey, A F Dobie, S A Doherty, A M Gwynne, C T S Haddock, G W Hassard, G S Jordan, G C 

Keys, M M Lennon J Martin, C A L Mustard, J C McBurney, D J McCloskey, G R McCormick, 

S J McCune, T l McMurray, A C Parker, J E H Parks, P C K Robinson, M W Rutledge, A G 

Thompson, P A Thompson, P A Wilkinson. 

Grade 3 - N G Arnold, G D Black, R M Hamilton, M C Haycock, J N F Hull, C W P Kennedy, 

G D Mallen, S L Mann, S McGuiggan, A S McQueen, S H Noble, R K Sims, W T Walsh, J A 

Watters, P R Wilson. 

Grade 4 - J A Hanna, S J Henry, S A Logan, R H Wilson. 

Grade 5 - R C Baker, A B Dale, J D Dunne, P D Girvan, A D B McCausland, P C 

McCutcheon, M D McLellan, M A Parker, Z Radcliffe, K A Shepherd, D T Ward, G B Watson. 
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NORTHERN IRELAND GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 1984 

ADVANCED LEVEL MUSIC 

Form M6 - A D P Elliott. 

ADVANCED LEVEL MUSICAL APPRECIATION 

Form L6 - S J A Hamilton, M A Larmour, R J Ley, I McDowell. 

ORDINARY LEVEL MUSIC 

Form 5 - S Copeland, D R W Cree, B M Hawkins M R J Matear J G Ryan. 

ORDINARY LEVEL MUSICAL APPRECIATION 

Form 4-G H Adams, M J Davidson J P Hanna, W P Hatty, P R Matthews, C N McDaid, P H 

McDonough, G N Reid G W Stewart M S Stringer, M J White B Williams. 

 

ASSOCIATED EXAMINING BOARD'S GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF 

EDUCATION 1984 

ORDINARY LEVEL MUSIC PERFORMANCE 

Form 4 - G H Adams, R M Cooke, M J Davidson, R J C Milligan, G N Reid.  

Form 5 - S Copeland, D R W Cree, B M Hawkins, J G Ryan.  

Form L6 - S J A Hamilton, M A Larmour, R J Ley, l McDowell. 

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 

Mrs Daisy Adams LTCL, ALCM piano  Paul McCullough ARCM, LTCL brass  

David Burrowes MA cello  George Newman violin/viola  

Mrs Christine Cairns BMus, MTD, LTCL piano  Paul Rafferty LTCL clarinet  

Stephen Cairns BMus, PGCE, FTCL brass  Colin Reid oboe  

Mrs Anne King GRSM, LRAM flute  Mrs H. Mackie BMus, DipEd, LTCL clarinet  

Colin Loughead LTCL bassoon  Donald Swain BA flute 

 

BANDMASTER 

Ken Browne, BSc (Mathematics Department) 

 

FULL-TIME TEACHERS 

Miss Helen J Ritchie BMus, DipEd, LTCL 

Ian A F Hunter BA, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 
(Director of Music) 
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 ‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 36 

1984-1985 

The musical calendar was as full as ever with its continuous round of preparation for music-

making both for public and private consumption.  

 

At Speech Day the Senior Orchestra played the 'March' from 'The Magic Flute' by Mozart 

during the Academic Procession and then the 'Minuet' from Haydn's Symphony No. 75 just 

prior to the speeches. The musical contribution to the proceedings seemed to be greatly 

appreciated by the audience. The Band made its usual invaluable contribution to the 

Remembrance Day Service in school and then continued its annual visit to Clifton Special 

Care School around Christmas to play carols for the pupils and staff. The first term concluded 

with the school carol service held in Bangor Parish Church and repeated, by candlelight, the 

same evening for parents, friends and Old Boys. It is good to see so many former pupils 

attending this service. lt seems to have become something of an annual reunion, and 

Christmas 1984 saw a record number of former members joining in the choir. From these 

services the collection, totalling some £360, was given towards African Famine Relief. 

 

It continues to be apparent that standards, particularly in these practical! examinations, are 

rising and there is little margin tor insecurity in any aspect of a candidate's preparation for an 

examination. These results are listed below as are the Music GCE results from which 

particular mention should be made of lan McDowell who completes his school career with four 

'A' level subjects each with a grade A result. His achievement is enhanced by him being 

awarded a Choral Exhibition to Christ's College, Cambridge, where, in addition to his choral 

scholar's duties, he will read English. We congratulate him heartily and wish him well for the 

future. 

 

Each June, however, sees a number of boys leave school who have made varied 

contributions to the musical life of the school during their years with us and 1985 is no 

exception. We bid tarewell to Colin Adams, Richard Anderson, Jonathan Gwynne, Stuart 

Hamilton, Simon Holt, Mark Larmour, lan McDowell, Gavin Maxwell and Stephen McKinty, 

thank them tor their music-making in the past and wish them good tortune in all their tuture 

pursuits. 
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Instrumental Tuition is an important aspect ot the department's life, work and thinking time, 

and we are gratetul to all tutors tor their hard work and interest. Of the 1984/85 tutors we bid 

tarewell to Messrs David Burrowes MA, a past Choral Exhibitioner himselt at Christ's College, 

Cambridge, now gone to live and work in London; Stephen Cairns BMus, PGCE, LTCL, who 

has taken up a tull-time teaching appointment at Beltast Royal Academy; PaulRafferty BEd, 

LTCL, who has also begun full-time teaching and Colin Reid BSc, who is continuing his 

studies at Oueen's. In their places we welcome Misses Ruth Corrigan and Felicity Murphy 

and Messrs David McCiurg, Neil Martín and Christopher Peel. 

 

As ever, thanks are due to all within BGS who make music and especially to Mr Ken Browne 

tor his work with the band and to Miss Helen Ritchie who, by marrying a member of the 

History Department staff, has now changed her name to Mackie. We wish Helen and Alan 

every good wish for a long and happy life together in perfect harmony. 

IH 

 

SCHOOL BAND 

Although the band made fewer public appearances last year than in previous years, it 

continued to meet and rehearse regularly. Any organisation which requires boys of different 

ages from different forms inevitably encounters difficulty in finding a day and time when all 

can be present. With every day being either a games afternoon ora team practice afternoon 

for sorne particular group and with the many school societies which meet daily, this problem 

seems to increase year by year. 

 

As well as the Junior Orchestra, the school now has a Senior Orchestra and there are several 

opportunities for the boy with musical interest and talent to participate in school activities. The 

problem of time tabling all of this without making impossible demands on any one particular 

boy's time is rather difficult. 

 

Last year the Band and Senior Orchestra met on alternate Mondays in the Music Room and 

although I was not altogether happy with this arrangement, it seemed to be the best we could 

do. We continued to rehearse a wide variety of music and made our annual appearances at 

the November Remembrance Service and the children's Christmas Party at the Clifton 

Special Care School. 
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lt is hoped that every boy who learns to play an instrument will participate in at least one of 

the musical groups in the school. There is much value and pleasure in playing as a member 

of a large ensemble, whether or not the performance is given in public. 

KB 

 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1984/85 

PRACTICAL 

Grade 1 Pass with Merit - C R Patterson (piano) 

Grade 2 Pass with Distinction - N G Arnold (piano); Pass - A J Holt (piano) 

Grade 3 Pass with Distinction - D R Martin (flute); Pass with Merit - O J Garrett (trumpet), 

D R Miller (cornet); Pass - N M Claney (flute), A B Dale (clarinet), G R McCormick (trumpet),S 

H Noble (trumpet), P J Watson (trumpet) 

Grade 4 Pass with Distinction - P J Watson (trumpet); Pass with Merit - P A Dunne 

(clarinet), E M Garrett (bassoon),R A Loughridge (trombone),J G Ryan (piano); Pass - N A 

Bingham (flute),G M Johnston (clarinet), P C Larmour (clarinet), J E Maguire (euphonium), D 

E Martin (french horn), G R McCormick (trumpet), S D Sanderson (flute) 

Grade 5 Pass with Distinction - S C Walters (french horn); Pass with Merit - R N G Forster 

(flute), R D G Malcolmson (trombone), M W R McCord (french horn); Pass - P D Girvan 

(flute), J N F Hull (trombone), J A G Macafee (oboe), P McAdam (flute) 

Grade 6 Pass with Distinction - D R W Cree (piano); Pass with Merit - S J Henry (clarinet); 

Pass - R Copeland (trumpet), A J Gildea (trumpet), C W P Kennedy (trombone), M A Larmour 

(flute), G N Reid (violin), W T Walsh trumpet), R H Wilson (trombone) 

Grade 7 Pass with Distinction - S Copeland (piano)) Pass - J G Ryan (flute) 

Grade 8 Pass with Merit - B M Hawkins (clarinet), l McDowell (flute) 

 

THEORY 

Grade 1 - R M Cummings, A J H Reid Grade 2 - J M Curry, T M Lennon 

Grade 3 - C N Boyd, J Buchanan, G W Davies - Jones, C C Evans, M D Galloway, A M 

Gwynne, C S Hawthorne, S A Kennedy, S J Morrow, A R Mullan, P D Murray, P W McAdam, 

R W Mc Creedy, P A McIlwaine, A l McLennan, M D Patterson, R W Perrott, N Reilly, W D 

Shepherd Grade 4 - I D Archer, R H Bell, J Murray, G T McAnlis, M W R McCord, P J 

Watson, J R Weir  
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Grade 5 - J M Birch, P A Dunne, R M Hamilton, J A Hanna, M C Haycock, S J Henry, J N F 

Hull, C W P Kennedy, A J Long, R D G Malcolmson, W R Murphy, P McAdam, M W R Mc 

Cord, P C McCutcheon, J P McWatters, W T Walsh, J A Watters, R H Wilson, W P Wylie, S G 

Young 

 

NORTHERN IRELAND GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 1985 

ADVANCED LEVEL MUSIC 

I McDowell (Choral Exhibition to Christ's College, Cambridge)  

ADVANCED LEVEL MUSIC APPRECIATION 

S Copeland, D R W Cree, J G Ryan 

ORDINARY LEVEL MUSIC  

G H Adams, M J Davidson, W P Hatty, G N Reid, G W Stewart 

ORDINARY LEVEL MUSICAL APPRECIATION 

R C Baker, R Copeland, A B Dale, J D Dunne, A D B McCausland, P C McCutcheon, M A 

Parker, K A Roberts, K A Shepherd, G B Watson 

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 

 

Mrs Daisy Adams LTCL, ALCM piano Miss Felicity Murphy BA brass 

Mrs Christine Cairn BMus, MTD, LTCL piano David McClurg LTCL, ALCM brass 

Miss Ruth Corrigan oboe Paul McCullough ARCM, LTCL brass 

Mrs Anne King GRSM, LRAM flute Neil Martin BA cello 

Colin Loughead LTCL bassoon George Newman violin/viola 

Mrs Helen Mackie BMus, DipEd, LTCL clarinet Christopher Peel BA clarinet 

  Donald Swain BA flute 

BANDMASTER 

Ken Browne BSc 

(Mathematics Department) 

 

FULL-TIME TEACHERS 

Mrs Helen J Mackie BMus, DipEd, LTCL 

Ian A F Hunter BA, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 
(Director of Music) 
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‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 37 

1985-1986 

The musical calendar began last year with the provision of music at Speech Day in October. 

Three members of Sixth Form, Graham Ryan, David Cree and Steven Copeland, performed a 

trio for flute, clarinet and piano. The School Band, under the directorship of Mr K. Browne, 

played at the annual Remembrance Day Service in November. The annual 'Festival of Nine 

Lessons and Carols' is still the highlight of the year for the School Choir. The School Service 

was sung on the last morning of the Christmas Term in Bangor Parish Church and repeated, 

by candlelight, for parents, friends and old boys in the evening of the same day, Friday 20th 

December. This year a record number of old boys attended the service and we hope that the 

number will continue to increase. 

 

Various individuals took part in Bangor and Holywood Music Festivals and a considerable 

number of candidates were entered for the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music 

theory and practical examinations held at the end of the Easter and Summer Terms. We are 

pleased to report a continued pass rate of almost 100% despite a seemingly continuous rise 

in the standard of marking for the practical examinations. 

 

Amongst the members of the Sixth Form who left last year were Steven Copeland, David 

Cree, David Farlow, Brian Hawkins, Roger Moffitt and Graham Ryan. We are grateful to them 

all, named and unnamed, for the contribution which they made to the Music Department over 

the years and we wish them well for the future. Mr Hunter and I would also like to thank the 

large number of tutors who work so hard with our instrumentalists and Mr Ken Browne for his 

work with the band.  

HJM 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1985/86 

PRACTICAL 

Grade 1 – Pass - J R McGrugan (piano) 

Grade 2 – Pass with Merit - - S N Lyttle (piano) 

Grade 3 – Pass with Distinction - A S McCullough (piano). Pass with Merit - R A R Mullan 

(trombone). Pass - R J Noble (clarinet), C M Stewart (flute). 

Grade 4 – Pass with Distinction - P E Officer (violin). Pass with Merit - G W Davies-Jones 

(violin), O J Garrett (trumpet), R M McCord (euphonium). Pass - N G Arnold (piano), N M 
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Claney (flute) D R Martin (flute), D R Miller (trumpet), R F Nesbitt (violin), T A Simpson 

(trumpet), J D Wray (E flat horn). 

Grade 5 – Pass with Distinction - M J Boyd (trumpet), A T Mclellan (cello). Pass with Merit 

- E J Maguire (euphonium). Pass - N A Bingham (flute), E M Garrett (bassoon), J Murray 

(bassoon), S D Sanderson (flute), P J Watson (trumpet) 

Grade 6 – Pass with Merit - R N G Forster (flute). Pass - M W R McCord (french horn) 

Grade 7 – Pass with Merit - S Copeland (flute), D R W Cree (piano). Pass - R H Wilson 

(trombone).  

Grade 8 Pass with Distinction - S Copeland (piano). Pass with Merit - J G Ryan (flute). 

 

THEORY 

Grade 3 – J A Allen, N G Blackmore, R J Boyd, M Creaney, J D Duff, M R Graham, A D J 

Gregory, J R D Houston, P J Legge, R A Loughridge, D Lynch, D Miskelly, D Morrow, S W 

McCullough, N G Rainey, M F Reid, D O Revie, P W J Robinson, S J Smith, A E Smylie, A J 

Walker, C W Walker, M J Watson, S R Welsh, R G Williams 

Grade 4 – N A Bingham, P J Briggs, D S J Campbell, R M Cumrnings, F Dalzell, C J Davis, D 

R Lyons, S D Sanderson 

Grade 5 – N G Arnold, J Buchanan, R N G Forster, A R Mullan, J Murray, A T Mclellan, S C 

Walters, P J Watson 

Grade 6 – R D G Malcomson, M W R McCord 

 

NORTHERN IRELAND GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 1986 

ADVANCED LEVEL MUSIC 

S Copeland, D R W Cree, J G Ryan 

ADVANCED LEVEL MUSICAL APPRECIATION 

R M Cooke, M J Davidson, A J Gildea, G N Reid, C A Reilly, G W Stewart 

ORDINARY LEVEL MUSIC 

R C Baker, R Copeland, A B Dale, J D Dunne, A D B McCausland, P C McCutcheon, K A 

Roberts, K A Shepherd, G B Watson 

ORDINARY LEVEL MUSICAL APPRECIATION 

G R Burns, M C Haycock, S J Henry, C W P Kennedy, W R Murphy, J A Watters, R H Wilson 
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ASSOCIATED EXAMINING BOARD GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF 

EDUCATION  

ORDINARY/ALTERNATIVE LEVEL MUSIC PERFORMANCE 

R C Baker, A J Gildea, S J Henry, A D B McCausland, P C McCutcheon, C A Reilly,  

K A Roberts, G B Watson, R H Wilson  

lAFH 

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 

Mrs Daisy Adams LTCL, ALCM  Mrs H Mackie, BMus, DipEd, LTCL  

Mr A Berryman, AGSM  Miss F Murphy BA  

Miss S Graham, GRNCM, PPRNCM  Paul McCullough ARCM, LTCL  

Mrs Anne King GRSM, LRAM  Neil Martin BA  

Colin Loughead LTCL  George Newman  

Mrs Helen Mackie BMus, DipEd, LTCL Donald Swain BA  

 

BANDMASTER 

Ken Browne BSc 
(Mathematics Department) 

 

FULL-TIME TEACHERS 

Mrs Helen J Mackie BMus, DipEd, LTCL 

Ian A F Hunter BA, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 
(Director of Music) 
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‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 38 

1986-1987 

The busy life of the Music Department begins with the organisation of Instrumental Tuition in 

September of each year. We are always delighted to see a large number of boys continue tuition and 

to meet new boys who wish to learn an orchestral instrument or piano, or who are resuming lessons 

begun in a previous school. 

 

The first public performance of the year was on Thursday 23rd October at Speech Day. A Brass 

Ensemble played the 'St. Antony Chorale' for the Academic Procession. The musical items during the 

proceedings were the First Movement of the Clarinet Concerto No. 4 by Molter played by Roger 

Cooke, and Gordon Reid, also from Middle Sixth, played the First Movement of a Sonatine by Dvorak. 

 

In recent years we have tried to develop the string playing within the School, mainly on violin and 

'cello and this was reflected by the appearance of the orchestra rather than the band, as in previous 

years, at the Remembrance Day Service in November. 

 

The Annual Carol Services in December again brought together choir members within the School and 

those Old Boys who wish to join us for the evening candlelit service. Both it and the morning service 

for the School were held on Friday 19th December in Bangor Parish Church and the collections at 

both services totalling £265 were in aid of the Church's Restoration Appeal Fund. lt continues to be a 

great source of satisfaction to see so many former pupils keeping contact with the school by attending 

this annual event, whether in the choir or in the congregation. The swelling of the choir stalls, chancel 

and sanctuary to bursting point is a problem we happily try to cope with. 

 

Our first performance of the New Year was given by the Junior Orchestra when the School held an 

Open Day in January for visiting groups of boys in their last year at various Primary Schools in the 

town. Whilst the music varied slightly at each of the many performances, and included an 

arrangement of 'Three Welsh Airs', it was a long and tiring day for the players, though both enjoyable 

and rewarding.  

 

In March the Music Department joined with the Parents' Association in a Spring Recital at a Wine and 

Cheese Supper. The Library proved to be an excellent venue - an intimate setting 

appropriate to this type of evening, yet big enough to accommodate the numerous soloists, 

small ensembles, Junior orchestra and a capacity audience. The relaxed atmosphere, the high 

standard of the musical performance and, of course, the supper were enjoyed by all present.  
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Mrs H Mackie with the Junior Orchestra – Boys from Connor House and from Forms 1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mrs Helen Mackie discusses a point of musical interest with  
(L-R) Roger Cooke, Simon Walters, Rory Wilson, Paul Officer and Andrew McLellan (seated) 

 

Several boys competed in Holywood Music Festival in April and gave fair accounts of their musical 

abilities. Simon Walters was placed first in a large class for brass instruments in which Bangor 

Grammar School competitors also took second, third and fourth places. The Associated Board of the 

Royal Schools of Music practical and theory examinations were held at the end of each term and 
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results are detailed below. The practical examinations take much time for preparation by the 

candidates before the careful rehearsals with an accompanist can begin. Whilst the usual high 

standards are maintained throughout, four candidates are worthy of individual mention: Richard 

McCord from Form Two for an excellent distinction in Grade Five; his older brother Michael from Form 

Four for his distinction in Grade Seven; Roger Malcomson Form Four and Rory Wilson from Form 

Five who were awarded 29 marks from a possible 30 in each of their pieces in Grades Seven and 

Eight respectively. These are excellent results in high grades for comparatively young candidates. 

Similarly we are happy to record excellent results in June's G.C.E. examinations. One hundred per 

cent passes were attended in 'A' level Musical Appreciation, 'O' levelMusic and 'O' level Musical 

Appreciation. 

 

This last examination was taken in one year by boys in 1-our Four and resulted in four of the 

candidates· gaining grade A passes. The A.E.B. '0'/'A' level Music Performance examination is 

intended "for musically intelligent seventeen or eighteen year old candidates" and has a U.K. pass 

rate of around 55 per cent, so it is very pleasing to note that one grade A and three grade B passes 

were achieved by tour candidates from the School whilst still only in Form Four. Our overall pass rate 

was 71.43 per cent in this English Board's examination. 

 

In the summer term Mr. lan Hunter was appointed to the panel of examiners for G.C.E. 'O' and 'A: 

level music practicals and in this role travelled as far north as Coleraine and Londonderry and as far 

south as Newry. Whilst this appointment reflects on him personally and on the reputation of the 

department he started here in 1969, his examining has enabled him to place that department, our 

activities and standards, within a wider context which we hope will be to the further benefit of Bangor 

Grammar School. 

 

In June we bade farewell to a number of boys who had contributed to the musical lite of the School 

whilst pupils here. We thank Geoffrey Adams, Paul Archer, Neville Backler, Roger Cooke, Michael 

Davidson, Garth Hall, Paul Hatty, Stuart Lowry, Gordon Reid, Michael Sterritt and Gavin Stewart for 

their music making and wish them well for the future. 

 

This report began with a mention of Instrumental Tuition and concludes with thanks to the Tutors who 

work so hard to maintain the high standard of playing in the School. Mr Hunter and I greatly 

appreciate all that they do. HJM 
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Ed 3 PHOTOGRAPHS 

BRASS ENSEMBLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simon Walters (french horn), Paul McCutcheon, Christopher Kennedy, Roger Malcomson and 
Rory Wilson (trombones), Michael McCord (french horn). 

Allan Gildea, Bill Walsh, Robert Copeland, Peter Watson, Michael Boyd and Owen Garrett (trumpets) 
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AN OCTET OF MUSICIANS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Walker (oboe), Paul Officer (violin), Jonathan Larmour & Mark Claney (flutes), 
Edward Garrett (bassoon). 

Jonathan Wray (euphonium), Michael Boyd (trumpet), Richard McCord (euphonium). 
 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT STAFF 1986-87 

 

Ian Hunter, George Newman, Alistair Wallace, Colin Loughead, Donald Swain, Adrian Morris 
Paul McCullough, Helen Mackie, Rosemary Smyth, Helen Redmond 
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 ‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 39 

1987-1988 

Annually the musical life of the school begins with the public performances at Speech Day and the 

Remembrance Day Service. At Speech Day the Brass Ensemble, Michael Boyd, Owen Garrett, David 

Miller, Bill Walsh and Peter Watson (trumpets), Michael McCord and Simon Walters (french horns), 

and Robert Loughbridge, Roger Malcomson, Christopher Kennedy and Rory Wilson (trombones), 

gave an excellent performance of Henry Purcell's 'Trumpet Tune and Air' during the Academic 

Procession. After the School Song Keith Roberts played the second movement of Saint-Saens' 

Clarinet Sonata in E flat and Paul McCutcheon played the Andante for Trombone by Tcherepnin. At 

the Remembrance Day Service an orchestra of about seventy boys played suitable music before the 

proceedings and accompanied the singing of the hymn and the National Anthem. On rare occasions 

such as this it is good to have the physical space of the Assembly Hall for (all-too-brief) a time to be 

able to mix the less experienced musicians with the more experienced and advanced players in the 

School. 

 

Each September sees the restart of Instrumental Tuition. Each year sees a total of some one hundred 

and fifty boys learning to play the wide range of musical intruments available in the School. Annually 

in this report thanks is given, and tribute paid, to the Instrumental Tutors for their hard work and 

patience. The good humour with which our Instrumental Tutors teach is greatly appreciated by us all 

associated with music in Bangor Grammar School. Not every boy takes an examination in his 

instrument in every year of his school career, so the results listed below reflect only some of the 

excellent work done by boys, part time and full-time teachers, though it does make encouraging 

reading. 

 

At the end of last year we bade farewell to the following Tutors - Miss Felicity Murphy who, having 

taught french horn for us so successfully over recent years, has gone to live and work in Liverpool 

and Mr Andrew Berryman who is now living in Manchester where he is Principal Trombone with the 

Halle Orchestra and Professor of Trombone at the Royal Northern College of Music. Andrew's great 

wit will be much missed; our trombonists are indeed fortunate to have had the chance of tuition from 

one as distinguished as he. We wish him well in the future, as we do also to Felicity. In Miss Murphy's 

place teaching french horn we are pleased to welcome Miss Helen Redmond; to teach trombone Mr 

Adrian Morris from the Ulster Orchestra; piano Mrs Rosemary Smyth and guitar Mr Michael Newman. 

They join Old Boy Mr Colin Loughead, who has been teaching with us since we last went to print, and 

the other tutors listed below as part-time members of the School's teaching staff. 
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The year, however, had begun with the disruption caused by the fire in the Computer Department 

situated immediately above the Music Department. Apart from the smoke and water damage, our 

entire department was emptied of all stock and equipment whilst the damage was made good. Only 

those unfortunate enough to have been placed in a similar situation can know the difficulties under 

which we had to funtion. Only the co-operation of boys and the Music Department's staff allowed us to 

continue as though nothing had happened. lt was Easter before all our instruments, music, scores, 

books, records and cassettes were returned to their places in the department. 

 

At the end of September Mrs Helen Mackie departed for her maternity leave. This is a unique event 

(to date) in Bangor Grammar School's Music Department's history. The arrival mid-November of a 

son, Simon, to Helen and Alan delighted us all. We wish the Mackie family well in the future. 

 

In Mrs Mackie's place, teaching on a part-time basis, we were pleased to welcome Mrs Caroline 

Jones who "fitted in" very comfortably to our routine. Mrs Jones had a difficult task which she 

executed with enthusiasm and good humour. We are greatly indebted to her. 

 

L-R standing: Mrs H Mackie, Paul Officer (violin), Michael Boyd (trumpet), Jonathan Larmour (flute), 
Edward Garrett (bassoon), Mr I Hunter. 

Sitting: Jonathan Wray (euphonium), Andrew Walker (oboe), Mark Claney (flute), 
Richard McCord (euphonium). 

 

At Christmas the traditional Carol Services were held in the Parish Church on the last morning 

of term for the School and in the evening of Monday 21st December for parents, friends and 

 Old Boys. The evening service, by candlelight with former pupils joining us in the choir stalls, is a 

splendid occasion and the ever-increasing numbers attending are most gratifying. Last year's 

collections were for Leukaemia Research and a total of £531.55 was raised. 
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Mid-October had seen fifteen of us at the BBC in Belfast to attend the Studio One Piano Recital being 

given by former pupil Alan Mills. Subsequently broadcast on Radio Ulster, Alan, of course, played 

brilliantly, his programme including two first broadcast performances - 'Six December Sketches' by 

Philip Flood and one movement from a Piano Sonata composed by Alan Mills! Having completed his 

Cambridge degree in June 1986, Alan has since moved to the Guildhall School of Music and Drama 

at the Barbican in London where he has been studying composition. We watch with interest, and 

indeed pride, his flourishing career. 

 

Another Old Boy who made some splendid music during the past year was David Thomson who, 

whilst taking a higher degree at St. John's College, Cambridge, sang with the world-famous Chapel 

Choir. Apart from daily evensongs in Chapel, he sang in television and radio broadcasts and 

recordings, took part in their next recrord release and toured Scandinavia with the Choir. Now left St 

John's he is Research Officer into the Modular Currículum with the University of Cambridge Local 

Examinations' Syndicate and living at Milton in Cambridge. 

 

On Friday March 11 the Music Department provided the complete evening programme for Bangor 

Music Club's meeting in Hamilton House. A list of twenty-six items shows various ensembles and 

many soloists making music which reflects every age of composition. The programme was greatly 

appreciated by an enthusiastic audience and we received very favourable press reports. 

 

Many of our pupils who have their lessons in school take part in music-making in orchestras in Belfast 

and Ballynahinch thus giving the boys an experience of repertoire which we cannot provide. As part of 

such activity Roger Malcomson, Paul McCutcheon and Rory Wilson were three-quarters of a 

trombone quartet which represented the South Eastern Education and Library Board at the 'London 

Brass' Festival of Brass Ensembles held at the South Bank in London. After competing with three 

hundred ensembles nationwide, to reach such a stage reflects well on the players and our trombone 

tutor, Mr Andrew Berryman. 

In the Spring six Sixth Formers attended a Music Conference at the Music Department of the 

University of Ulster. An interpretation of their reports might read that they prefer the active music-

making to the passive! 

 

Fifteen boys attended two events at the Oueen's University 'Festival of Early Music' on Monday 25th 

April. 'Music for His Majesty's Sackbutts and Cornetts' is a most distinguished and world-famous 

ensemble. Both the lunchtime lecture/demonstration and the evening concert were greatly enjoyed by 

all our representatives. 
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In the very last week of summer term twenty-two boys presented a concert in the morning of June 27 

for pupils at Bloomfield Road Primary School. We tried to make the occasion entertaining, musical 

and informative. The reaction and participation of our young audience was excellent and I think that 

we all greatly enjoyed the occasion. 

 

When everyone else in school seems to be preparing for holidays the Music Department is always 

going full steam!  

 

At Christmas it is the Carol Services and at Easter and Summer, apart from all the other things we've 

to think about, we're as often as not involved with Associated Board Examinations of the Royal 

Schools of Music and/or GCE/GCSE Music Practicals. Results, as previously mentioned, are listed 

below and, whilst all are worthy of credit, two features deserve special mention.  

 

In June, at the end of his Lower Sixth year, Rory Wilson passed the Licentiate Diploma (LRSM) 

Trombone Performer Examination of the Royal Schools of Music. Taught in school by our part-time 

Instrumental Tutor Mr Andrew Berryman, 

 

Rory was also amongst the group of five Lower Sixth candidates who successfully took Advanced 

Leve! Music Appreciation at the end of only one year's study at the course.  

Also in June, eight third form pupils were amongst our entry in the Ordinary/Aiternative Leve! General 

Certificate of Education Music Performance Examination set by the Associated Examining Board 

based in Guildford. This was the last such GCE Examination "intended for students of a more mature 

musical ability; for those who are continuing their studies at a higher level" and aimed "primarily for 

sixth form or similar students" and with the required standard of a "musical 17 or 18 year old." These 

third form candidates were therefore taking the examination at least two years ahead of their time and 

passed with two grades A, four grades B and two grades C amongst them. Playing accounted for 

60% of the available marks, the remainder being for written work. The examination had a United 

Kingdom pass rate of only some 57%; last June Bangor Grammar School's pass rate was over 92%. 
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Rory Wilson, LRSM 

Thanks are due to all boys who frequent the Music Department, make music and contribute to its 

better well-being. Their total co-operation keeps our fragmented minds almost intact!  

 

Each year the course of history means saying farewell to sorne of them and last June saw Simon 

Henning, Robín Hudson, Andrew McCausland, Andrew McLellan, Jonathan Mullan, Michael Parker, 

Keith Roberts and Patrick Robinson leave. We wish them well wherever they might be and thank 

them for the past. 

 

Finally, I cannot express adequately my thanks to Helen Mackie for all that she is and everything 

which she does. This Department is enriched by her presence as a teacher, friend and colleague.  

IAFH 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1987/88 
 

PRACTICAL 

Grade 1 Pass with Distinction - C J N Bowers (flute) Pass with Merit - N M Claney (piano), C R 

Cromie (piano), J M Dowdall (Fiute) R R Thompson (piano) Pass - S H Boyd (flute), M H Jackson 

(violín), A J C Slane (violín), S D Sullivan (violín) 

Grade 2 Pass with Merit - N H Douglas (flute), J L Margan (flute) Pass - N J Keenan (violín), J W D 

Rogers (flute) 
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Grade 3 Pass with Distinction - A B Reíd (clarinet) Pass with Merit - T N R Cooper (clarinet), R J 

Forshaw (trumpet), R H Wilson (piano) Pass - E F Belshaw (clarinet), C W P Kennedy (piano), C A 

McMurray (euphonium), C R Patterson (piano), A D Scott (clarinet), K J Ward (clarinet)  

Grade 4 Pass with Distinction - R C Smyth (cello) Pass - J l F Larmour (flute), W K Rainey 

(trombone), D N Wilson (french horn) 

Grade 5 Pass with Merit - G R Beggs (trumpet), l A Bleakley (french horn). Pass - M W Anderson 

(clarinet), J R Bleakley (trumpet), J P Coey (clarinet), T R Feherty (trumpet), A R Walker (oboe)  

Grade 6 Pass with Merit - M J Boyd (trumpet) 

Grade 8 Pass with Merit - R D G Malcomson (trombone) Pass - C W P Kennedy (trombone)  

THEORY 
Grade 1 - R R Thompson 

Grade 5 - D M Brien, N M Claney, R S Cooke, G R Davison, l A Dunn, E M Garrett, S A Harbinson, A 

M Latifa, l R McDonnell, C R Patterson, W J Reíd, D W Riley, J W D Rogers, A D Scott, R C Smyth, 

G A Webb, P N Wylie 

Grade 6 - R M McCord 

Grade 8 - K A Roberts, R H Wilson 
 

NORTHERN IRELAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 1988 
ADVANCED LEVEL MUSICAL APPRECIATION  

FORM LOWER SIX 

S J Henry, S S Heron, C W P Kennedy, J A Watters, R H Wilson 

 

GCSE MUSIC  

FORM LOWER SIX 

S S Heron  

FORM FIVE 

J Buchanan, R D G Malcomson, A R Mullan, M W R McCord, A T McLellan, P J Watson,  

J R Weir 

ASSOCIATED EXAMINING BOARD 1988 

ORDINARY/ALTERNATIVE LEVEL MUSIC PERFORMANCE 

FORM FIVE: P J Watson (trumpet), D R Martín (flute)  

FORM FOUR: N A Bingham (flute), D S J Campbell (bassoon)  

FORM THREE: M J Boyd (trumpet), N M Claney (flute), E M Garrett (bassoon), J l F Larmour (piano), 

R M McCord (euphonium), P E Officer (violin), A R Walker (oboe), J D Wray (euphonium) 
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DIPLOMA EXAMINATIONS OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1988 

(Form Lower Sixth): R H Wilson (Licentiate Diploma (LRSM) Trombone Performer) 

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 

Mrs D Adams LTCL, ALCM  Mr G Newman 
Mr C Loughead LTCL Mr M Newman 
Mrs H Mackie BMus, DipEd, LTCL  Miss H Redmond BMus 
Mr P McCullough ARCM, LTCL Mrs R Smyth BA, PGCE, LTCL  
Mr A Morris PPRNCM Mr D Swain BA 
 Mr A Wallace BEd 
 

FULL-TIME TEACHERS 

Mrs Helen J Mackie BMus, DipEd, LTCL 

Mr lan A F Hunter BA, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 
(Director of Music) 
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Ed 1 PHOTOGRAPH 
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‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 40 

1988-1989 

The Music Department's first public appearance of the year was at the opening of the Clarke Hall on 

Monday 10th October 1988. A large collection of instrumentalists from both the Junior and Senior 

School joined torces to perform a programme of music both before and during the ceremony. 

 

On Thursday 20th October the Brass Ensemble opened the proceedings at Speech Day by Playing 

Elgar's 'Pomp and Circumstance March No. 1' A Wind Ouartet played a Siciliana by Handel anda 

Trombone Trio performed a GCSE music examination composition by Roger Malcomson - one of the 

school's first candidates for the "new" examination. Scott Heron from Middle Sixth treated all present 

to a performance of Fauré's 'Eiegie' for cello and piano. Scott is to be congratulated on not only 

gaining a place in the Royal Academy of Music, London, to study cello, but also on being awarded a 

scholarship. We wish him every success in continuing his cello studies and in his pursuit of a career 

as a professional musician. 

 

The school's musicians again united en masse to provide the music at the annual Remembrance Day 

Service held in early November. 

 

Christmas is always a particularly busy time for the Music Department and last year we increased our 

commitments with three extra public performances. These were under the direction of Mr. lan Hunter 

when a Woodwind Ensemble, the Brass Ensemble and the Fourth Form GCSE Music Class 

performed Carols to Christmas shoppers, passers-by, supportive parents and other interested 

listeners around the town's Christmas Tree in Main Street. The Junior Orchestra and the Brass 

Ensemble also performed Carols to members to staff in the school's canteen. 

 

The Annual Carol Services took place on Tuesday 20th December in Bangor Parish Church and 

brought together choir members from within the school and the increasing number of Old Boys who 

so regularly and enthusiastically join us for the evening candlelit service. The collection at both 

services totalled £355 and was donated to the work of the YMCA. 

 

Early in January the Music Department played a major role in the School's Open Evening and Open 

Day. On Thursday 12th January parents of prospective new boys were introduced to the work of the 

Department with performances by the Junior Orchestra, the Brass Ensemble and the Form Four 

GCSE Music Class. On Friday 13th January P7 boys from our local primary schools toured the school 
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and listened to similar performances. lt is gratifying now to see boys from that audience beginning or 

continuing instrumental 

tuition and, indeed, some are already involved in group activities. 

 

The Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music practica! and theory examinations were held at 

the end of the spring and summer terms. The results listed below reflect the hard work of Instrumental 

Tutors and Accompanists who continually strive to maintain a high standard of playing in the school. 

At the end of the Christmas Term we regrettably bade farewell to one of our piano tutors, Mrs. D. 

Adams. Mrs. Adams was for many years a very successful and popular member of the Music 

Department's staff and we sincerely thank her for all her hard work and her friendly approach in all 

matters affecting music within the school. Miss Helen Redmond, who teaches French horn and also 

piano, married in May, thus changing her surname to Birt. Our congratulations and best wishes go to 

Helen and to her new husband.  

 

The results of June's GCSE and A-level GCE are listed below and from them one particular point is 

worthy of mention. Roger Malcomson from Lower Sixth gained first place in Northern lreland in A-level 

Musical Appreciation. This is a fine achievement made greater by the fact that Roger, like all this 

school's candidates, took the examination in one year rather than the usual two. At a Reception for 

top A-level students held at Stormont, Education Minister Dr. Brian Mawhinney said: "This year 145 

young people left school with more than three A-levels and of these 22 achieved all grade A. The 

pupils here tonight represent the very best of over 10,000 candidates at A-level." Roger attended the 

reception with his parents whilst the school was represented by the Headmaster and Mrs. Patton.  

 

Mr. lan Hunter continued his membership of the panel of examiners for GCSE music and examining 

commitments in the summer term took him to several schools around the Province. Mr. Hunter's 

experience in the practica! side of the examination and its working has been of great benefit to us in 

the preparation of our own candidates. 

 

In June we said farewell to a number of boys who had contributed to the musical lite of the school 

during their time at Bangor Grammar. We thank Richard Agnew, lain Archer, Peter Dunne, Foster 

Erwin, Robín Forster, Sean Harrison, Mark Haycock, Simon Henry, Scott Heron, Jonathan 

Mawhinney, Paul McCutcheon, Richard Rainey and Rory Wilson for their music-making and wish 

them well for the future. We were delighted to have had the benefits of Paul McCutcheon's talents for 

an extra year and congratulate him on achieving such splendid results in his A-levels. 
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lt was particularly pleasing for us to hear recently of the successes of two Old Boys. Brian lrvine, 

currently taking a music degree course at Surrey University,is particularly interested in contemporary 

jazz composition. In a recent competition at the University he won a f200 prize for a piece written for 

jazz orchestra and choir. We look forward to hearing more of Brian's success in this field. Alan Milis, a 

Cambridge music graduate and a talented composer and pianist, accompanied a Song Cycle for a 

British Music Society Recital in the 

Elmwood Hall on Sunday 15th October. We are delighted, as always, to hear of Alan's continuing 

success in his music-making. 

 

The last public performance of the year took place on Sunday 18th June in Belfast Cathedral when 

the Brass ensemble, under Mr. l. Hunter's direction, gave a Recital of music ranging from 16th century 

dances to a fanfare by Arthur Bliss. The resonant sound of brass in this splendid building provided a 

fitting end to the year's public music-making. 

 

In conclusion I would like to thank Mr. lan Hunter. His enthusiasm and meticulous attention to detail 

continue to produce musicians of the highest quality in the happy and good-humoured  

atmosphere of the Music Department. H.J.M. 
 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1988/1989 
PRACTICAL 

Grade 1 Pass with distinction - G R Miller (cello) Pass with Merit - A M Latifa (piano), P N Wylie 

(cello) Pass - M R Harbinson (piano) A J Larmour (violín), T Smylie (piano) 

Grade 2 Pass with Distinction - D M Brien (oboe) Pass - l D Archer (guitar), A A Belshaw 

(bassoon), J D Carr (piano), N M Claney (piano), R J Forshaw (piano), D A W Morris (clarinet), A J 

Wigston (oboe) 

Grade 3 Pass with Merit - N A Manogue (trumpet), A J Miskimmon (clarinet), S D Sullivan (violín) 

Pass - C J N Bowers (flute), S H Boyd (flute), K J Butcher (french horn), J M Dowdall (flute), B J Pratt 

(cornet) 

Grade 4 Pass with Distinction - T D R Cooper (clarinet), J L Margan (flute), A B Reíd (clarinet), K J 

Ward (clarinet) Pass with Merit R D Johnston (trumpet), J W D Rogers (flute) Pass - N H Douglas 

(flute), l N Dunn (trumpet), R J Forshaw (trumpet), D G Lindsay (clarinet),S Martín (trumet), A D Scott 

(clarinet), A R J Shaw (flute), R H Wilson (piano) 

Grade 5 Pass with Distinction - D S J Campbell (bassoon), R C Smyth (cello) Pass with Merit - P 

W Aiken (violín), G W Davies-Jones (violin), A S McCullough (piano), D N Wilson french horn) Pass - 

R S Cooke (piano), C R Doherty (flute), J l F Larmour (flute), T Somasundaram (paino) 
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Grade 6 Pass with Distinction - E M Garrett (bassoon) Pass with Merit - M W Anderson (Ciarinet), l 

A Bleakley (french horn), N M Claney (flute), R A Mullan (trombone) Pass - P E Officer (violín), A R 

Walker (oboe) 

Grade 7 Pass with Distinction - M J Boyd (trumpet) Pass with Merit - O J Garrett (trumpet), R M 

McCord (euphonium) 

Grade 8 Pass with Distinction - M W R McCord (french horn) Pass with Merit - R N G Forster 

(flute), S J Henry (clarinet), S C Walters (french horn) Pass - W T Walsh (trumpe 

THEORY 
Grade 5 Pass with Distinction - K J Butcher, J P Coey, J L Margan, D N Wilson, G R Beggs Pass - 

M W Anderson, l A Bleakley, J R Bleakley, C J N Bowers, S H Boyd, T G Brown, S R Bull, T N R 

Cooper, C R Cromie, N H Douglas, K M Gregson, R T Kelly, D R Martín, S M Mehaffey, A B Reid, T 

Smylie, J W D Swindells, K J Ward 

Grade 8 Pass - R D G Malcomson 
 

NORTHERN IRELAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 1989 

ADVANCED LEVEL MUSIC (Form Middle Sixth) - S S Heron 

ADVANCED LEVEL MUSICAL APPRECIATION (Form Lower Sixth) - R D G Malcomson, D R 

Martín, M WR McCord, A R Mullan, S C Walters, P J Watson 

GCSE (form Five) - N A Bingham, D S J Campbell, C J Davis, P J Legge 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 
Mrs H Birt, BMus Mr G Newman 
Mr C Loughead, LTCL Mr M Newman 
Mrs H Mackie, BMus, Dip Ed, LTCL  Mrs R Smyth, BA, PGCE, LTCL  
Mr P McCullough, ARCM LTCL Mr D Swain, BA 
Mr A Morris, PPRNCM  Mr A Wallace, BEd 

FULL-TIME TEACHERS 
Mrs Helen J Mackie BMus, DipEd, LTCL 

Mr lan A F Hunter BA, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 
(Director of Music)  
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Ed 2 PHOTOGRAPHS 
BRASS ENSEMBLE, BELFAST CATHEDRAL, 18th JUNE, 1989 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Paul McCutcheon, Roger Mullan, Roger Malcomson (trombones), Simon Walters, Ian Bleakley, 
Dugall Wilson, Michael McCord (french horns) Rory Wilson, Christopher Kennedy (trombones) 

Richard McCord (euphonium), Owen Garrett, Michael Boyd, David Miller, Graeme Beggs, John Bleakley, 
Peter Watson, Bill Walsh (trumpets), Emerson Maguire (tuba) 

WIND ENSEMBLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edward Garrett (bassoon), Roger Cooke and Andrew McCausland (clarinet) 
Nigel Bingam, Scott Sanderson and Mark Claney (flute), Keith McCullough and Simon Henry (clarinet) 
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 1989-1990 

CALENDAR 

November 10 Remembrance Day Service, BGS Brass Ensemble and Orchestra 

 16 Speech Day, BGS Brass, String and Wind Ensembles and Orchestra 
 26 Evensong, Belfast Gryphon Consort - St George's  
      
December  2 Open Day, BGS Brass, String and Wind Ensembles, Orchestra and Soloists 

 8 AB Practicals, BGS Nine candidates 
 8 Compline, Belfast Gryphon Consort - St George's  
 8 Main Street Christmas Tree, Bangor Brass Ensemble 
 13 Main Street Christmas Tree, Bangor Form 5 GCSE candidates  
 14 Main Street Christmas Tree, Bangor Wind Ensemble 
 15 Evensong, Belfast Gryphon Consort - St George's  
 17 Carol Service, Belfast Brass Ensemble & Gryphon Consort, Cooke Centenary 
   Presbyterian 
 17 School Canteen Carols, BGS Brass Ensemble, Orchestra and Choir 
 20 School Carol Service, BGS Brass, String and Wind Ensembles, Orchestra, Choir and 
    Gryphon Consort  
 20 School Carol Service, BGS Brass, String and Wind Ensembles, Orchestra and Choir 
 
January 6 Epiphany Carol Service, Belfast Brass Ensemble and Gryphon Consort St. George's 

 21 Evensong, Belfast Gryphon Consort - St George's  
      
February 1 Recital, BGS Instrumental Tutors. 

 2 Eucharist Gryphon Consort - St George's  
 8 Open Evening Brass, String & Wind Ensembles, Orchestra and Soloists 
 9 Open Day Brass, String & Wind Ensembles, Orchestra and Soloists 
 18 Evensong, Belfast Gryphon Consort - St George's  
 19 Pro/Am Rehearsal Ten boys with the Ulster Orchestra 
 20 Workshop, Belfast Thirty-six boys attended the Ulster Orchestra 
 23 Electronic Workshop, Belfast Sixteen boys attended the QUB's Composer-in-Residence 
      
March 18 Evensong, Belfast Gryphon Consort - St George's  

 19 BBC Broadcast, Belfast Gryphon Consort - Morning Service Radio 4, St George's 
 28 Cassette Recording of Christmas Carols Old Boys, Parents, Friends, 
 29 with The Abbey Recording Gryphon Consort and 
 30/31 Co. Ltd., Oxford, BGS School Orchestra 
 29/30 A.B. Practicals, BGS Twenty-eight candidates 
      
April 2 Recital, BGS Wind Ensemble & Associated Board Candidates 

 8 Evensong, Belfast Gryphon Consort, St George's 
 12 ITV Recording, Belfast Gryphon Consort - 'Highway' 
 16 Wedding, Bangor Gryphon Consort - St Comgall's, Brunswick Road 
 22 Evensong, Belfast Gryphon Consort, St George's 
 27 Recital, Ballynahinch Montalto House - Wind Ensemble  
      
May 3 GCSE Practicals, BGS Sixteen Candidates 

 4 Eucharist, Belfast Gryphon Consort - St George's 
 6 Recital, Bangor Gryphon Consort - Percy French Festival 
 8 Recital, BGS Brass Ensemble & GCSE Candidates with own compositions 
 10 A-Level GCE Practicals, BGS One candidate 
 20 Evensong, Belfast Gryphon Consort - St George's 
      
June 10 Evensong, Belfast Gryphon Consort - St George's 

 20/21  AB Practicals, BGS Twenty-seven Candidates 
      
July 30 Evensong, St Paul's Cathedral, London Gryphon Consort 

 31 Recital, Westminster Abbey, London Gryphon Consort 
 31 Evensong, St Paul's Cathedral, London Gryphon Consort 
August   1  Evensong, St Paul's Cathedral, London Gryphon Consort 

 1 Compline, St Martin’s, Ludgate, London Gryphon Consort 
 2 Evensong, St Paul's Cathedral, London Gryphon Consort 
 3 Evensong, St Paul's Cathedral, London Gryphon Consort 
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REPORT 

In the history of the Music Department of Bangor Grammar School 1989-1990 was a year of change. 

The first was the removal of the department to its present and permanent, suite of teaching, recital, 

tuition/practice and staff rooms. This significant improvement in our accommodation means that, for 

the first time, music-making and teaching is in the one place within the school and, whilst we are still 

settling in, we are making the best use we can of the excellent facilities available to us. 

 

Speech Day was held in the Clarke Hall and space allowed the whole orchestra to play at this 

important occasion for the first time. This was a welcome opportunity for us and it seems to have 

been greatly appreciated by everyone present. 

 

The end of November saw the formation of the Gryphon Consort - a choir whose membership is open 

to boys, their families, former pupils and friends of the school. The Consort rehearses once a week 

and sings publicly about twice a month. I would be very pleased to hear from prospective new 

members - boys, girls, men and women - who will be made most welcome within our ranks. 

 

Christmas was celebrated with two services held for the first year in the Clarke Hall. This change of 

location meant that, for the first time, we were able to have the whole orchestra playing in many of the 

carols and to include secular seasonal music before the services began. The Gryphon Consort took 

part in the evening service which was followed by mince pies and ginger wine in the canteen. As with 

all change, our Christmas celebrations were not without criticism, but by far the majority of comment 

was both favourable and encouraging. 

 

We introduced a series of recitals in February and started with one given by most of our Instrumental 

Tutors. Subsequent ones were given by boys. Each recital was well attended and the series afforded 

many more individuals the chance to make music in public than in any other year. Performances were 

of a very wide standard, which, coupled with pleasant surroundings in a relaxed atmosphere and 

concluding light refreshments, made for very successful evenings. 

 

The final changes happened at the end of the year when we said farewell to two members of staff. 

Our String Tutor, Mr. George Newman, who had taught with us for many years, left and we thank him 

for all his hard work, and wish him well in the future. After fourteen years as a highly valued teacher, 

musician and colleague, Mrs Helen Mackie retired from full-time teaching. Her years here were 

marked with both great distinction and total dedication. Private and public opportunities were taken to 



 

97 

 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

express in word and deed our great thanks to her for all that she has contributed to music in Bangor 

Grammar School, meant to us as a full-time member of staff, and to wish her well in the future. We all 

are happy that she remains in the department as a part-time instrumental tutor of her main instrument 

- clarinet. It gives me great pleasure here to repeat and record all that we feel for Helen Mackie. 

 

Apart from these changes, and with two noteworthy exceptions, the year continued on what is now its 

normal round of events and the calendar printed above gives some detail of the amount of music 

being made in Bangor Grammar School, but it records neither the vast amount of rehearsal time 

needed for each and every occasion nor the enormous repertoire used in the course of the year - 

space wouldn't permit this to be included. All the boys - musicians - who take part in these events 

work very hard indeed - without which, and their constant willing co-operation throughout the year, we 

would not, could not, fill the year as we do. Our debt of gratitude to each and every one of them is 

here recorded, as it is, particularly, to those who left school in June. We wish Gareth Davies-Jones, 

Jonathan Foye, Owen Garrett, Simon Grace, Robert Laughton, Gareth McAnlis, Michael McCord, 

Russell McLaughlin, Roger Malcomson, Darren Martin, Roger Mullan, Alan Officer, Jonathan Shaw, 

Bill Walsh, Simon Walters, Peter Watson, Jonathan Weir and Colin Wotherspoon well in everything 

they do in the future. 

 

The first noteworthy exception happened in the Spring, when for four successive evenings at the end 

of March the Assembly Hall was filled with the sound of Christmas Carols. The end result of this 

unseasonal activity is the commercial release of a cassette, 'Christmas Music at Bangor Grammar 

School’, now available world-wide. We hope that every household associated with the school will 

have a copy in its cassette rack. Copies are available from school and we will be happy to supply you 

with a permanent reminder of 'Personent Hodie', 'In the bleak mid-winter', 'O men from the fields' and 

the Brass Ensemble Fanfares – pieces synonymous with the school's annual Christmas celebrations. 

 

The second noteworthy exception was the Gryphon Consort’s visit to London to sing six services in 

St. Paul's Cathedral, give a Recital in Westminster Abbey and also sing in St Martin’s Church, 

Ludgate. A busy and musical week was experienced by all and our wonderful enjoyment of making 

music in such historic places was diminished only by the fact that three of our members from one 

family had to return home early because of bereavement. Their sadness was our sadness and they 

were constantly in our thoughts as we continued making music in their absence.  
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I am delighted to report that both St. Paul's Cathedral and Westminster Abbey have invited the 

Gryphon Consort to and be the choir-in-residence for visits in the future - invitations we hope to 

accept at some date 

 

Printed below are the Music department's examination results for the year. From the list three points 

are noteworthy: the school entered a record total of sixty-four candidates in Associated Board 

Practical Examinations and 10 Distinctions, 17 Merits and 37 passes were attained; the school 

entered sixteen candidates in GCSE, all of whom passed - ten with grade A; Roger Malcomson 

gained his L.R.S.M. Diploma in Trombone Performing. He is the latest in quite a list of pupils to gain a 

music diploma whilst still at school and the second trombonist to do so in recent years. 

 

Having already recorded our gratitude to the boys who make music, I happily record our collective 

thanks to those who teach them in the school's Instrumental Tuition scheme. Their musical example, 

teaching, dedication, pupil-interest and constant willingness to help are all greatly greatly appreciated 

by those with whom they come into contact. Now we are happy to welcome back as such a part-time 

tutor Mrs Daisy Adams, and, for the first time to include on our list, Miss Nicola McCormick (violin) and 

Mr Brian McNeill (cello). We hope that they will be happy with us for a long time to come. They bring 

our list of Instrumental Tutors to a total of twelve - a comprehensive and distinguished list indeed. 

 

Thanks are due to all the parents and friends who show such interest in the music we make. Their 

support is greatly appreciated - be it manifested in attending events and/or ensuring that boys do 

indeed practise. I have long held that silent participation is an important element in music and we 

welcome all who delight in this with us. 

 

Lastly, it gives me great pleasure to welcome as full-time colleague in the department Mr Neale 

Agnew, an Old Boy of the School. Whilst here, he was just as involved in music as boys are today, 

and his time here was as distinguished as many still with us. His return path to Bangor Grammar 

School was not quite direct, but we are delighted now that he has reached this destination and hope 

that he will be very happy and musically fulfilled with us. One thing we can guarantee, he will certainly 

be busy. IAFH 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1989/1990 

PRACTICAL 

Grade 1 Pass with Distinction - S H Colvin (trombone) Pass with Merit - T K Mallan (french horn) 

Pass - R C Brown (clarinet), G D Caddell (trombone) S l Gilkeson (clarinet) 
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Grade 2 Pass with Distinction - W T Walsh (guitar) Pass with Merit - A l Knight (Guitar) T Smylie 

(piano) Pass - G K Aust (flute) S A A Beattie (piano) D RG Booth (flute) A G Brown (piano), C R 

Cromie (piano) N A Davidson (clarinet) M R Harbinson (piano), R W McAnlis (flute), R E McLaughlin 

(guitar) R D Taylor (clarinet), R R Thompson (piano) 

Grade 3 Pass with Distinction - D M Brien (oboe) R P J Martin (clarinet) Pass with Merit - A A H 

Belshaw (bassoon) R M J Craig (trumpet), D Morrow (piano) Pass - R J Forshaw (piano), N J Keenan 

(violin) S McKibbin (violin) D A W Morris (clarinet) D L Nesbit (violin), A J Wigston (oboe) 

Grade 4 Pass with Distinction - S H Boyd (flute), W S E Carson (trumpet) Pass with Merit - C J N 

Bowers (flute), N A Manogue (trumpet), A J Miskimmon (clarinet) Pass - D Church (piano), C A 

McMurray (euphonium) 

Grade 5 Pass with Distinction - A B Reid (clarinet) Pass with Merit - K J Ward (clarinet) Pass - T N 

R Cooper (clarinet) N H Douglas (flute) l N Dunn (trumpet), A M Latifa (singing), D G Lindsay 

(clarinet), J W D Rogers (flute) A R J Shaw (flute) S D Sullivan (violin) 

Grade 6 Pass with Distinction - A B Reid (clarinet) Pass with Merit - G R Beggs (trumpet) D S J 

Campbell (bassoon), J P Coey (clarinet) R S Cooke (piano) Pass - J R Bleakley (trumpet) D N Wilson 

(french horn)  

Grade 7 Pass with Merit - E M Garrett (bassoon), A R Mullan (trombone) Pass - M W Anderson 

(clarinet) l A Bleakley (french horn) 

Grade 8 Pass with Distinction - M J Boyd (trumpet), O J Garrett (trumpet) Pass with Merit - D S J 

Campbell (bassoon) Pass - D R Martin (flute) P T Watson (trumpet) 

 

NORTHERN IRELAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 1989/1990 

ADVANCED LEVEL MUSICAL APPRECIATION 

(Form Lower Six): D S J Campbell (8) 

GCSE 

(Form Five): E F Belshaw (C) M J Boyd (A) N M Claney (A) R S Cooke (A) l N Dunn (C), E M Garrett 

(A), S A Harbinson (A) J l F Larmour (A) A M Latifa (B) R F Nesbitt (B) P E Officer (A) W J Reid (C) J 

W D Rogers (A), R C Smyth (A) A R Walker (A) G A Webb ( B) 

 

 

DIPLOMA EXAMINATIONS OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1990 

(Form Middle Sixth) R D G Malcomson (Licentiate Diploma (LRSM) Trombone Performer) 
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INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 

Mrs. D. Adams, LTCL, ALCM  Mr. B. McNeill, DRSAM  

Mrs. H. Birt, BMus  Mr. A. Morris, PPRNCM  

Mr. C. Loughead, LTCL  Mr. M. Newman  

Mrs. H. Mackie, BMus, DipEd, LTCL  Mrs. R. Smyth, BA, PGCE, LTCL  

Miss N. McCormick, GSRM. LRAM  Mr. D. Swain, BA  

Mr. P. McCullough, ARCM, LTCL  Mr. A. Wallace, Bed 

 

FULL-TIME TEACHERS 

Mr W Neale Agnew, BEd, AdDipEd, LTCL, LGSM 

Mr lan A F Hunter, BA. CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 

(Director of Music) 

 

BOYS who PASSED GCSE MUSIC with GRADE A 

 
 

back row, l-r: Andrew Walker, Paul Officer, Mark Claney, Michael Boyd, James. Rogers, Mr I Hunter. 
front row: Mrs H Mackie, Jonathan Larmour, Edward Garrett, Richard Smyth, Simon Harbinson, Roger Cooke 

Specfoto 461!24a-45 

  



 

101 

 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 42 

1990-1991 

Another busy year in the life of the Music Department began at the start of term and with the 

resumption of instrumental tuition. Well over one hundred boys received tuition from a distinguished 

list of tutors and indeed the department averages some sixty hours of tuition per week. The results of 

such lessons and the variety and extent of instrumental work in the school were very evident at our 

first public appearance of the year - the School Bazaar in October when soloists, duettists, Brass and 

Wind Ensembles made nonstop music for some four hours! 

 

Also in October the customary music was provided at Speech Day. On this occasion the Brass 

Ensemble played 'Pastime with Good Company' - a piece attributed to Kind Henry VIII, the Wind 

Ensemble played 'Tango' and 'Polka' from the very attractive Dance Suite by Dennis Agay and the 

whole orchestra played Schubert's 'Marche Militaire.' The seventy trebles from the School Choir sang 

'The Tiger' and 'The Smuggler's Song' thus making a welcome reappearance at this event after an 

absence of some years. 

 

Later in the same month the orchestra played at the School's Annual Remembrance Day Service. 

This is a solemn occasion and suitable music is chosen but it is interesting to note the number of our 

trumpeters now called upon by local churches to play the Last Post and Reveille at their similar 

services. 

 

The Christmas season is always particularly busy for the School's musicians and in 1990 it began 

rather earlier than usual with the release of the 'Christmas Music at Bangor Grammar School' 

cassette. Most favourable compliments were received about this music and sales reflected the 

enthusiasm with which it was greeted. Our aim is still to have a copy of this cassette in every Bangor 

Grammar School home and to this end stocks have been adjusted to meet the demand from the 

parents of boys new to the School, from those who didn't buy last year and from those who want to 

buy more! On Thursday evening the 20th December the Clarke Hall was filled to capacity as boys, 

parents, friends, Old Boys, choir, Gryphon Consort and School Orchestra joined in the Annual Carol 

Service. This is always a happy occasion and it gives us great delight to see so many people joining 

with us to celebrate this most festive of seasons. The following morning another Carol Service was 

held with the whole school attending in Hamilton Road Presbyterian Church. 

Throughout the year the Wind and Brass Ensembles provided music for a range of public 
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occasions - the Old Boys Dinner, the Gala Evening at the Culloden Hotel, and, the most prestigious of 

all, at the Naming Ceremony of Bangor's new ln-Shore Lifeboat by His Royal Highness the Prince 

Edward. This June event was held at the Marina on what should have been a beautiful sunny day, 

unfortunately rain poured mercilessly on our musicians who played on in conditions which would have 

sent most sportsmen running for cover! 

 

The Assembly Hall was full in May for the Spring Concert when the entire range of the department's 

life and work was displayed to entertain a most appreciative audience. The variety of the programme 

was matched only by its length - a point well taken for future occasions! 

 

Amongst the boys one of the most popular achievements of the year was the success of 

'Spontaneous Dog' in becoming National Panasonic Audio Rack School Champions 1991. The award 

of the Silver Disc for winning the Northern Ireland final was but a hint of greater things to follow. In 

Bradford during the week before Easter the group performed brilliantly against great competition from 

throughout the United Kingdom and with the least home support of all performing. The popularity of 

the result amongst audience and competitors alike was fair measure of the group's deserved success. 

In addition to the personal prizes to the group's members the Music Department was delighted to 

receive an electric piano. 

 

Throughout 1990-1991 the Gryphon Consort continued to establish itself as one of the province's 

leading choral groups. The Consort's activities included singing at nine Choral Evensongs, three 

Recitals and making a BBC radio recording which was broadcast just after last Christmas. lan Hunter 

is always happy to hear from boys, their families, former pupils and their families, and friends of the 

School with an interest in joining. The work is hard, the music is good and the fun is great! 

 

The last musical occasion of the year was the Concert at the end of June given in the Clarke Hall by 

the Gentlemen of St. John's College, Cambridge. A capacity audience enthused in a programme of 

music from Byrd to the Beatles. It was the most splendid of concerts with the audience perhaps 

enjoying most the close harmony arrangements which concluded the event. Our local interest was 

Bangor Grammar School Old Boy David Thomson who sang tenor last year as a Lay Clerk in this 

world-famous Choir. Indeed 'The Gents' had barely finished singing here when they were off to 

Australia and Hong Kong! We were greatly honoured to have had them here. 

 

In a report such as this thanks are always due - to boys for their talents and time, dedication and 

willing helpfulness; to parents and friends for all that they do to help us; to the Headmaster, Members 

of Staff and the Board of Governors for all the support and help they give in everything which we do 
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and also to the Instrumental Tutors for all their contributions to the Department's teaching, life and 

work. From amongst their number we said thanks and farewell last June to Miss N. McCormick, Mr. 

D. Swain and Mr. A. Wallace who have left us to continue their professional activities variously 

elsewhere. In their places we welcome Miss l. Finnegan, Dr. P. Gillespie, Miss K. Griffiths, Mr. N. 

Ireland, Mrs. J. Savage and Mr. A. Yathindran to the staff. We hope that they will enjoy their teaching 

with us for many years to come. 

 

As each year closes we say farewell regularly to boys who have made significant contributions to the 

School's musical life during their time here. Amongst those who left in June last were David Campbell, 

Emerson Maguire, Scott Sanderson and Jonathan Swindells. We thank them for the past and wish 

them well for the future. 

 

Whilst the Associated Board Graded Practical and the Northern Ireland Certificate of Education 

Examination results in Music are listed below they are but a pale reflection of life in this department. It 

is lively and varied and, we hope, stimulating for all who want to make music in whatever shape or 

form. WNA 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1990/91 

Grade 1 Pass with Merit - A J Bowers (trombone), B T Bowers (trombone), D C l Davidson (piano), 

R Dodds (cello), R A J McCombe (trombone), S N Miller (clarinet), N N A Stewart (clarinet), N A 

Wigston (clarinet) Pass - P A Johnston (clarinet), M Williamson (clarinet)  

Grade 2 Pass with Merit - R C Brown (clarinet), C W Catchpole (guitar), S l Gilkeson (clarinet), S G 

lrwin (guitar), R A Worthington (cello) Pass - D Somerville (guitar)  

Grade 3 Pass with Distinction - S Jones (guitar) Pass with Merit - C M Gray (piano), C R Cromie 

(piano), J D Curry (piano), R W Davidson (piano), M E Dixon (trumpet), M R Harbinson (piano) Pass - 

D R G Booth (flute), G D Caddell (trombone), T J Mallon (french horn), R W McAnlis (flute), S K 

Perrott (trumpet), T Smylie (piano), R D Taylor (clarinet), R R Thompson (piano)  

Grade 4 Pass with Distinction - C M Gray (piano) Pass with Merit - A A H Belshaw (bassoon), S M 

Boggs (violin), D M Brien (oboe), A G Coey (clarinet), D L Nesbitt (violin) Pass - G W Best (trumpet), 

R M J Craig (trumpet), R J Forshaw (piano), D A W Morris (clarinet), D Morrow (piano), R J Noble 

(clarinet), A J Wigston (oboe)  

Grade 5 Pass with Merit - S H Boyd (flute), R J Forshaw (trumpet) Pass - E F Belshaw (clarinet), C J 

N Bowers (flute), D M Brien (oboe), W S E Carson (trumpet), N A Manogue (trumpet), R P J Martin 
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(clarinet), C A McMurray (euphonium), A J Miskimmon (clarinet), W K Rainey (trombone), A J 

Wigston (oboe)  

Grade 6 Pass - T N R Cooper (clarinet), J W D Rogers (flute)  

Grade 7 Pass with Distinction - J P Coey (clarinet), J l F Larmour (flute) Pass with Merit - G R 

Beggs (trumpet), N M Claney (flute) Pass - J R Bleakley (trumpet)  

Grade 8 Pass with Distinction - R M McCord (euphonium) Pass with Merit - E M Garrett (bassoon) 

Pass - A R Walker (oboe)  

 

NORTHERN IRELAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 1990/1991 

Advanced Level - D S J Campbell (M6), A R Walker (L6)  

Advanced Supplementary Level (L6) - A S McCullough, G A Webb  

GCSE (5) - M W Anderson, l A Bleakley, C J N Bowers, S H Boyd, A G Brown, S R Bull, K J 

Butcher, T N R Cooper, C R Cromie, N H Douglas, S M Mehaffey, A B Reid, T Smylie, J W D 

Swindells, K J Ward  

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 1991/1992 

Miss l Finnegan, BMus Mrs H Mackie, BMus, DipEd, LTCL  
Dr P Gillespie, LTCL Mrs J Moore, GMusRNCM, PPRNCM  
Miss K Griffiths, GRNCM  Mr A Morris, PPRNCM 
Mr N Ireland Mr M Newman 
Mr C Loughead, LTCL Mrs J Savage, LTCL 
Mr P McCullough, ARCM, LTCL Mrs R Smyth, BA, PGCE, LTCL 

 
Mr A Yathindran, BEd, LTCL 

 

TEACHING STAFF 
Mrs H Rosemary Smyth, BA, PGCE, LTCL 

Mr W Neale Agnew, BEd, AdDipEd, LTCL, LGSM 
Mr lan A F Hunter, BA. CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 

(Director of Music) 
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Ed 2 PHOTOGRAPHS  
CONCERT BAND, ROYAL LAUNCH, BANGOR MARINA, JUNE 1991 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Good Humoured, Wet Musicians Wait for Prince Edward’s Arrival 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Row: Mr Ian Hunter, Prince Edward, Ryan Craig, Michael Boyd, Graeme Beggs and Niall Manogue (trumpet) who 
answers the Prince's question:  "Who is the youngest member of the band?" 

Also: Emerson Maguire & Paul Thompson (tuba); Jonathan Larmour, Adam Shaw & Roger Doherty (flute) 
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‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 43 

1991-1992 

The academic year is always punctuated by those important occasions which appear annually and 

usually one of these - Speech Day - is the year's first public appearance and performance by the 

School's musicians. Last year, however, we were barely returned to school when the Music 

Department presented a full evening Recital for visitors from Bregenz - Bangor's 'Twin Town' - and the 

Grammar School families with which they were staying. The Wind and Brass Ensembles performed, 

12 boys played instrumental solos and two members of staff - Mr Neale Agnew and Dr Bob Cotter- 

sang solos. Coming so early in the autumn term it got the year off in the busy style in which it was to 

continue - right up to, and including, the last day of each of the three terms! 

 

Speech Day and Remembrance Day were the next two important occasions when we made music. 

These are formal events and we try to enhance each with appropriate choices of music. At the former 

the whole orchestra of some 80 players performed, as did the Wind and Brass Ensembles and the 

Trebles from the School Choir. Here we try not only to enhance, but entertain, with perhaps the 

occasional touch of musical humour included to lighten the formality of the occasion. No such 

inclusion is appropriate on Remembrance Day when the proper solemnity is maintained in our choice 

and performance of music. 

 

On 16th December the Brass Ensemble and the Gryphon Consort joined forces to perform carols in 

Ards Shopping Centre during which £165 was collected for, and subsequently forwarded to, 

Beaconfield Marie Curie Centre, Belfast. During that same day the Brass Ensemble had already 

entertained the teaching and canteen staffs to seasonal music during Short Break. 

 

The term ended with the Carol Services on Thursday evening 19th December and Friday morning 

20th December. The morning service was held in Hamilton Road Presbyterian Church and the 

evening one in the Clarke Hall. It is wonderful to see and hear the Clarke Hall filled with boys, parents, 

Old Boys and friends. 1991 saw a record number of Old Boys attending to join in singing 'Torches' 

and 'Myn Lyking' together with all that music which is so distinctively 'Christmas'. Collections on these 

occasions were for the Salvation Army Christmas Lunches For The Needy - a worthy cause indeed. 

 

Throughout the year over 70 candidates took graded practical examinations of the Royal Schools of 

Music and their results are listed below. The number is larger than any previous year and due to the 

inclusion of Descant Recorder candidates for the first time. These boys are taught by Mrs. R. Smyth, 
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a distinguished recorder player, who, apart from being one of our Instrumental Tutors, has joined the 

class teaching staff of the school on a permanent part-time basis. We welcome her as her role here 

increases and her significant contribution to the musical life of the school widens. 

 

Standards in the Associated Board's examinations continue to rise and our boys' success rate gives 

us much satisfaction. However, I am very concerned at the variation in marking from one examiner to 

another. Too often a candidate passes an examination when with another examiner he would 

certainly have passed with a merit, or have moved up from a merit to a distinction. This variation is 

unfair and needs to be addressed by the Associated Board. Whilst, of course, it can work in the 

reverse, do bear it in mind when you see the listed results. 

 

The year ended with a capacity audience in the Clarke Hall for a Concert given in part by the 

Donaghadee Male Voice Choir and by the School's own musicians. It was an evening of varied 

music-making enjoyed by all present. 

 

Throughout the year the Gryphon Consort sang monthly Evensongs in St. George's Church, Belfast, 

and gave recitals in Larne and in Cooke Centenary Church, Belfast. Its year ended with a thoroughly 

successful visit to sing five services in St. Paul's Cathedral; a recital in Westminster Abbey and a 

service in All Saints Church, Margaret Street, London. A report appears elsewhere and, as always, I 

am happy to receive enquiries about membership from boys, their parents and families, old boys and 

their families and friends of the school. 

 

At the end of February Mr. Neale Agnew left the School Staff to return to teaching in the Primary 

sector. An Old Boy of the School, his stay here as a teacher was all too brief.  We thank him 

wholeheartedly for his contribution to the musical life of the school, his enthusiasm in all that he 

undertakes, his wise counsel and friendship as a colleague, and his great patience with pupil and 

writer alike. We wish him great  success and happiness in his new sphere of living. 

 

During the interregnum caused by the departure of Neale Agnew and before the arrival of his 

successor we were fortunate indeed to have Mr John Ritchie teaching with us in the Department. An 

experienced teacher and distinguished musician, John Ritchie (with his distinctive sense of humour) 

'fitted in' wonderfully well. He had previously taught here for a week last December when the writer 

was indisposed and, undeterred, he returned again for a similar period when I was examining A-Level 

Music Performance candidates throughout the Province. We are grateful to him for these three 
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teaching times spent with us and hope that when the opportunity arises again he will return without 

hesitation. 

 

After Easter, Miss Judith Kimber joined the staff. A former pupil of Sullivan Upper School and a music 

graduate of Bristol University, she has already made much impact with all whom she teaches and with 

whom she makes music. Her musical interests are various and her talents as great as they are many. 

We welcome her and hope that  she will be long and happy with us. 

 

The School's Instrumental life could not exist without the dedicated work of our tutors whom we all 

thank. As ever there are changes amongst these and we have recently said farewell to Misses l 

Finnegan and K Griffiths, Mrs J Moore and Mr P McCullough. We wish them well in pastures new. To 

our Instrumental Tuition Staff we welcome Miss B. Benson, Mrs. J Leslie and Messrs A Cantrill and E 

Easton. We very much hope that they  will enjoy their work here and find it both rewarding and happy. 

 

Each June sees boys leave Bangor Grammar School who have made contributions to our musical 

life. 1992 saw a large number depart including Michael Boyd, Stuart Boyd, David Brien, Conor 

Catchpole, Mark Claney, Roger Cooke, Noel Dunn, Edward Garrett, Simon Harbinson, Stephen 

Jones, Niall Keenan, Jonathan Larmour, Rory McBurney, Richard McCord, Andrew McCullough, Roy 

Nesbitt, Richard Noble, Paul Officer, James Rodgers, Richard Smyth, Andrew Walker, Garry Webb 

and Peter Wylie. We thank them for all the music they made whilst here, all the help they have given 

during the past seven years and wish them every  happiness and success  in life beyond Bangor 

Grammar School. 

 

Lastly I thank the Headmaster, all teaching, administrative and maintenance colleagues and the 

Board of Governors for their interest in, and support of, all that we do. Without the unfailing goodwill of 

very many people we simply could not make the music we do or be the department we are. IAFH 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1991/92 

PRACTICAL 

Grade 1 - Pass with Distinction: S R .Brown (descant recorder), G C Cooper (descant recorder),C 

M Gray (descant recorder), A A Kropl (trombone). Pass with Merit: C l Bleakley (trombone), M P 

Bowden (violin), R C Brown (descant recorder), P A K Carson (violin), R M J Craig (descant recorder), 

A J Fullerton (descant recorder), J G Hinton (descant recorder), R F Holmes (descant recorder), J D 
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Reynolds (violin), R N Patterson (descant recorder), A W D Wylie (descant recorder). Pass: G T B 

Bownes (piano), J M Burrows (descant recorder), M D Drury (descant recorder), B Elliott (descant 

recorder). 

Grade 2 - Pass with Distinction:  A J Bowers (trombone), B T Bowers (trombone), N K Brittain 

(flute), M A McNeill (flute). Pass with Merit: C M A Aiken (flute). Pass: D W Anderson (classical 

guitar), C J Beaney (classical guitar), D C l Davidson (piano). 

Grade  3 - Pass with Distinction: A J Bowers (trombone), B T Bowers (trombone), S l Gilkeson 

(clarinet), P S Thompson (tuba). Pass with Merit: N K Brittain (flute), M A McNeill (flute), R A 

Worthington (cello). Pass: C M A Aiken (flute), R C Brown (clarinet), A l Knight (classical guitar), J M 

Niblock (oboe), D Somerville (classical guitar). 

Grade 4 - Pass with Distinction: S J Elliott (trombone). Pass with Merit: M R Bradford (clarinet), R 

D Carson (clarinet), S H Colvin (trombone), M E Dixon (trumpet), S K Perrott (trumpet), R R 

Thompson (piano). Pass: G J  A Butcher (oboe), G D Caddell (trombone), R W Davidson (piano), C C 

Ferguson, (clarinet), J M lrwin (clarinet), R W McAnlis (flute),J M Niblock (oboe), T Smylie (piano). 

Grade 5 - Pass with Distinction: R Neely (clarinet). Pass with Merit: A A H Belshaw (bassoon), G 

W Best (trumpet), S H Colvin (trombone), R J Noble (clarinet). Pass: N H Booth (piano), C W 

Catchpole (classical guitar), R M J Craig (trumpet), C M Gray (piano), C J Moran (french horn), D L 

Nesbitt (violin). 

Grade 6 - Pass with Distinction: S H Boyd (flute). Pass with Merit: D M Brien (oboe), C R Doherty 

(flute), R C Smyth (cello). Pass: C J N Bowers (flute), C A McMurray (euphonium). 

Grade 7 - Pass with Distinction: A B Reid (clarinet). Pass with Merit: S Jones (classical guitar). 

Grade 8 - Pass with Distinction: J P Coey (clarinet). Pass with Merit: M W Anderson (clarinet), J l F 

Larmour (flute). Pass: l A Bleakley (french horn), N M Claney (flute). 

THEORY 

Grade 3 - Pass with Distinction: D M Gherardi. 

Grade 5 - Pass with Distinction: S Jones.  

Pass: R M J Craig, C M Gray, C A McMurray, D M Moore. 

 

NORTHERN IRELAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 1991/1992 

Advanced Level: M J Boyd, R S Cooke, R F Nesbitt, P E Officer, J W D Rogers, R C Smyth. 

 

GCSE: S J Aiken, G R Beggs, A A H Belshaw, J R Bleakley, S H Boyd, G D Caddell,  

J P Coey, R J Forshaw, J J Kennedy, C A McMurray, A J Miskimmon. 
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INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 1992.1993 

Miss B Benson, LTCL  Mrs H Mackie, BMus, DipEd, LTCL  

Mr A Cantrill, BA, ARCO  Mr A Morris, PPRNCM 

Mr E Easton Mr M Newman 

Dr P Gillespie, LTCL  Mrs J Savage, LTCL 

Mr N Ireland Mrs R Smyth, BA, PGCE, LTCL  

Mrs J Leslie, ARCM  Mr A Yathindran, BEd, LTCL 

Mr C Loughhead, LTCL 

TEACHING STAFF 

Miss Judith A Kimber, BA, MTD, ARCM, CRE 

Mrs H Rosemary Smyth, BA, PGCE, LTCL 

Mr Ian A F Hunter, BA, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 
(Director of Music) 

 

Ed 2 PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

Neale Agnew BEd, AdDipEd, LTCL, LGSM 
(BGS 1973-1979) 

Staff, Sept 1989–Feb 1992 
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GRYPHON CONSORT, PUPIL MEMBERS, 1992 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Andrew Walker, Paul Officer, Robert Martin, Richard Smyth, David Brien, Mark Claney, Jonathan Larmour 
Christopher Woods, Matthew Harbinson, Simon Brown, Christopher Gray, Mark McMullan,  

Christopher Moran   
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 ‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 44 

1992-1993 

As ever, the Music Department has seen a busy and productive year, both in the classroom and in its 

many co-curricular activities. 

 

A record number of boys is taking Instrumental Tuition now, with lessons available in almost all 

orchestral instruments as well as classical guitar, piano and recorder. The provision of such tuition is 

an increasingly pressurized option for a school, staff and department coping with the stringent 

demands of the NICC, but the benefits accrued to boys, in terms of personal discipline and the sheer 

satisfaction of confident and competent performing, remain outstanding. The compilation of 

Associated Board examination results appended speaks of the range of involvement and 

achievement fostered by instrumental tutors and teaching staff, and all thanks are due to the hard-

working tutors who make such results and much excellent playing possible. 

 

Throughout the year a growing number of ensembles has met for regular practice and music -making. 

This includes the Brass Ensemble, the Wind Ensemble, the newly-formed String Ensemble, the 

newly-formed Recorder Consort, the Junior Orchestra and the Treble Choir. The commitment of the 

boys involved and the hard work of the tutors (Mrs. Rosemary Smith and Messrs. Nigel Ireland and 

Colin Loughead) and staff who rehearse with them have led to some impressively high standards of 

performance. The participation of these music-makers in the various seasonal and occasional events 

of the school calendar has been a source of much pleasure to listeners. Speech Day saw 

performances by the usual - and enormous - massed school orchestra, playing from its growing 

repertoire of classical and popular pieces, and by the Treble Choir. For Remembrance Day, just a 

couple of weeks later, more formal music was provided to suit the solemnity of the occasion. The two 

Christmas Carol Services, involving many of the same personnel but quite different in atmosphere, 

ended the winter term on a festive note, with particularly memorable music being made by the ranks 

of pupils, Grammarians and the Gryphon Consort to the accompaniment of the full school orchestra at 

the evening service held in a crowded Clarke Hall. 

  

A most important public occasion for the school's musicians was their performance during the visit of 

HRH the Duchess of Kent to the Croft Community in Bangor. The wind and brass players braved the 

rigours of a freezing autumn day to entertain the Duchess and the other guests and residents. The 

Duchess's concern for the instrumentalists' well-being resulted in a splendid photo-opportunity for the 

local press when she protected a young 
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flautist from the cold weather with a motherly hug! 

 

After further performances at Open Day and Open Evening, the Summer Concert was the highlight of 

the year's music-making and provided a showcase for excellent playing and singing. At this, lan 

Bleakely, Roger Doherty, Stephen Elliott, Christopher Gray, Jeremy Parker, Alan Reid and Paul 

Thompson played individual solos, the Recorder Consort played 'AIIemande' by Farnaby and the 

March from 'The Little Suite' - better known as the theme music for the television series 'Dr. Finlay's 

Casebook' - by Trevor Duncan, the String Ensemble played the famous Canon by Pachelbel, the 

Wind Ensemble - 'Down Among the Dead Men' from 'Old Wine in New Bottles' (Folk Tunes) arranged 

by Gordon Jacob, the Brass Ensemble played John lveson's arrangements of 'Stardust' by Hoagy 

Carmichael and 'Frere Jacques', the Junior Orchestra - 'Chariots of Fire,' and the whole orchestra 

played the themes from 'Superman' and 'Chariots of Fire' together with 'Johnny Todd', 'Yellow Bird' 

and 'Yellow Submarine'. The main choral items in the programme were the seventy-strong Treble 

Choir singing Herbert Chappell's setting of Rachel Lindsay's poem 'Daniel Jazz' with appropriate 

instrumental accompaniment and the Gryphon Consort's performance with an orchestra of school and 

guest musicians led by Mr Nigel Ireland of 'Requiem' by Gabriel Faure. By any standards this was a 

stunning performance and congratulations are due to all concerned.  

 

The Gryphon Consort had begun the year with a highly successful visit to London to sing five services 

in St. Paul's Cathedral, a recital in Westminster Abbey and Compline in All Saints Church, Margaret 

Street. The Consort has had a busy and enjoyable year for, along with its regular monthly Choral 

Evensongs, it gave a Christmas Concert in Ballygilbert Presbyterian and participated in various other 

events such as a Christmas Carol recording in the Ulster Hall for two Radio Ulster broadcasts and the 

week-long church music course at St. George's Church, High Street, Belfast. 

 

The end of a year brings with it inevitable good-byes and in June we bade farewell to a number of 

boys who had made music whilst with us. This included Paul Aiken, Michael Anderson, Ian Bleakley, 

Roger Doherty, Jonathan Finegan, Robert Martin, Keith McCullough, Stewart McKibbin, Keith Rainey 

and Alan Reid. We wish them well in their future studies and careers. 

 

There have been changes too amongst the instrumental teaching staff. Farewells and thanks are due 

to Mrs Jenny Leslie and Messrs Andrew Cantrill, Colin Loughead, Michael Newman, and Alan 

Yathindran. Whilst we wish them all well in their various new pursuits it is with particular gratitude to 

Mr Colin Loughead that we see him move to join the staff of the South-Eastern Music Service. He 

joined Form One here in September 1968 - the year before the present Director of Music joined the 
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staff - and since then, with only the interruption of three years' study at Trinity College, London, has 

played a major role in the school's musical life, first as a pupil and then as an instrumental tutor and 

conductor of the Wind Ensemble. This department will ever be in his debt. 

 

To the instrumental tuition staff we welcome Mesdames Jacklin Brittain, Heather Browne and Laura 

Molyneaux and Messrs. Stephen Deazley, John McDonald, Brian Overton and Martin Wall. We hope 

that they will be both happy and long with us and with them and the other members of the 

department's staff, look forward to what promises to be another busy and exciting year of music-

making. JAK 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1992/93 

PRACTICAL 

Grade 1 - Pass with Distinction: N G Coulter (descant recorder), S J Elliott (descant recorder) P K 

Hamilton (descant recorder), R Neely (descant recorder), J D Reynolds (descant recorder) P S 

Thompson (descant recorder). Pass with Merit: G Bownes (descant recorder), M L Manogue 

(euphonium), G F Wright (flute) P M Wynne (trombone)  Pass: J P Finegan (viola), N M Given 

(descant recorder), T D Marshall (trombone), J R Ogle (flute), C P Rowan (trombone), A M Tinney 

(trombone). 

Grade 2 - Pass with Distinction: S R Brown (descant recorder), G C Cooper (descant recorder), R 

M J Craig (descant recorder), M D Drury (descant recorder), R M Eakin (descant recorder), B Elliott 

(descant recorder), C M Gray (bassoon), J G Hinton (descant recorder), A A Kropl (trombone). Pass 

with Merit: C l Bleakley (trombone), M P Bowden (violin), N Coulter (descant recorder), S J Elliott 

(descant recorder) P A Farmer (trombone), A J Fullerton (descant recorder), C M Gray (descant 

recorder) P K Hamilton (descant recorder), D J Loughrey (violin), R N Patterson (descant recorder), A 

W D Wylie (descant recorder).  

Pass: A J Fullerton (flute), G A Gilkeson (flute), M L Manogue (euphonium), B A Masan (classical 

guitar), B J Nesbitt (classical guitar), C J Palmer (viola), J D Reynolds (violin) P Smith (violin). 

Grade 3 - Pass with Distinction: A A Kropl (trombone). Pass with Merit: C l Bleakley (trombone), S 

N Miller (clarinet), N N A Stewart (clarinet). Pass: C Beaney (classical guitar) R J Cobain (trumpet), B 

J Caigan (violin) D C l Davidson (piano), S M English (trumpet), M McCahon (clarinet) R M J Smith 

(clarinet) D S Watts (bassoon), N A Wigston (clarinet). 

Grade 4 - Pass with Distinction: S J Costley (trumpet), R M Eakin (clarinet), J C Parker (trumpet) P 

S Thompson (tuba). Pass with Merit: C M A Aiken (flute) S R Brown (descant recorder), M E Dixon 

(descant recorder), C M Gray (bassoon), C M Gray (descant recorder), P K Hamilton (clarinet), C N 



 

115 

 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

Sloan (trumpet). Pass: M S Beard (trumpet) N K Brittain (flute) G C Cooper (descant recorder), R M J 

Craig (descant recorder), S l Gilkeson (clarinet), M R Harbinson (piano) S McKibbin (violin), M A 

McNeill (flute), P D W Meeke (clarinet) R N Patterson (descant recorder), R A Worthington (cello). 

Grade 5 - Pass with Distinction: A G Coey (clarinet), P S Thompson (tuba). Pass with Merit: A J 

Bowers (trombone) B T Bowers (trombone) M E Dixon (trumpet), S J Elliott (trombone), D M Gherardi 

(violin). Pass: S M Boggs (violin) G J A Butcher (oboe) G D Caddell (trombone), R J Forshaw (piano) 

G W J Laird (clarinet) J M Niblock (oboe) T Smylie (piano). 

Grade 6 - Pass: A A H Belshaw (bassoon) N A Manogue (trumpet), R P J Martin (clarinet). 

Grade 7 - Pass with Distinction: C M Gray (piano). Pass with Merit: D N Wilson (french horn). 

Pass: S H Colvin (trombone) C A McMurray (euphonium). 

Grade 8 - Pass with Distinction: A B Reid (clarinet). Pass: G R Beggs (trumpet). 

THEORY 

Grade 5 - Pass with Distinction: R M Eakin, P K Hamilton, R Neely  

Pass: C Aiken, A A H Belshaw, G W Best, S M Boggs, M P Bowden, N K Brittain, G J A Butcher, W S 

E Carson, A G Coey, S J Elliott, D M Gherardi, T J Mallan, D A W Morris, J D Reynolds, N N A 

Stewart, P S Thompson, A J Wigston. 

 

NORTHERN IRELAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 1992/93 

ADVANCED LEVEL: l A Bleakley (B), A B Reid (A). 

GCSE: J H Booth (A), W S E Carson (A), C R Doherty (A), A J lrvine (B), T J Mallan (B), D M Moore 

(B), C J Moran (A), D A W Morris (B), S K Perrott (B), A R J Shaw (A), R D Taylor (B). 

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 

Mrs Daisy Adams, LTCL, ALCM  Mrs Helen Mackie, BMus, PGCE, LTCL  

Miss Bridget Benson, LTCL Mr John McDonald, B.Mus. 

Mrs Jacklin Brittain Mrs Laura Molyneaux, BA, CertEd, BSpMus. 

Mrs Heather Browne, BMus, PGCE  Mr Adrian Morris, PPRNCM.  

Mr Steven Deazley, BMus. Mr Brian Overton. 

Mr Ewan Easton Mrs Jean Savage, LTCL 

Dr Pamela Gillespie, LTCL  Mrs Rosemary Smyth, BA, PGCE, LTCL  

Mr Nigel Ireland Mr Martin Wall, LTCL 

 Mrs Irene Weir, ATCL 
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TEACHING STAFF 

Miss Judith A Kimber, BA, MTD, ARCM, CRE 

Mrs H Rosemary Smyth, BA, PGCE, LTCL 

Mr Ian A F Hunter, BA, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 
(Director of Music) 
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  ‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 45 

1993-1994 

This year's music and its making got off to an earlier start than usual with a September visit to the 

school by The Ulster Brass Ensemble - a distinguished and expert group including the principals of 

the brass section of The Ulster Orchestra. It was an all-day event beginning in the morning with a 

workshop for all the members of the school orchestra and the choir's trebles, followed in the afternoon 

by an informal concert for as many of the school's population as the Assembly Hall would hold - there 

really was standing room only and even it was extremely limited - and in the evening there was a 

formal public concert given by all who had made music during the day. It all was an enjoyable 

experience of great fun with a considerable educational content for performers and listeners alike and 

one which we would very much like to repeat in the not too distant future. Our thanks go to The Ulster 

Brass Ensemble. 

INSTRUMENTAL WORKSHOP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back:  Robert Cobain (trumpet) and Chris Moran (french horn) 
Front: Mr Ewan Easton (Tuba - Principal, UO), Brian Caddell (clarinet), David Gherardi (violin) 

and Mr Paul Young (Trumpet - Section Leader, UO) 
 

After this the year resumed what has become its normal (and busy) format. In October music was 

performed during the Entry of the Platform Party at Speech Day and before the speeches proper 

began a twenty-minute programme was played and sung. November saw the school's Remembrance 

Day Service - an impressive yet simple occasion in which music has a vital role to play. December 

saw the importance of Christmas Music in the school with carols being played on a number of 

occasions prior to the two Carol Services.  
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The first of these  - in the Clarke Hall on Monday evening before Christmas - was a particularly 

impressive occasion with the choir, the orchestra, very many Old Boys, The Gryphon Consort and a 

full hall of parents and friends taking part in celebrating the festive 

 season. 

 

The New Year began with the music at Open Evening and Open Day - these are long sessions for the 

musicians yet important opportunities to let visitors to the school - parents and P7 boys alike - have a 

glimpse of something of what we are about.  

 

The Brass Ensemble entertained residents of The Banks to a short afternoon recital and, in the last 

week of June, we presented a full-scale concert in the Clarke Hall and again had a capacity audience.  

 

For the musicians, however, the year was not over as many are members of The Gryphon Consort 

which travelled to England to sing three services in Saint George's Chapel, Windsor Castle, and then 

five daily Evensongs in Saint Paul's Cathedral, London. In this trip we had the opportunity of bringing 

the names of Bangor, its Grammar School and Northern Ireland to the attention of very many tens of 

thousands of people. These were wonderful experiences for all concerned and invitations to return 

have been received from both historic places. Christopher Woods has written a personal account of 

the trip and it is given below. 

 

The Gryphon Consort continues to sing Evensong once a month in St. George's Church, Belfast. 

Music spanning many centuries is sung throughout the year in the liturgical setting for which it was 

written. 

 

In June Gavin Best has the excellent opportunity of seeing life as an orchestral player at close range 

when he work-shadowed Mr. Paul Young, Principal Trumpet, The Ulster Orchestra. His report of the 

experience is also given below. 

 

Throughout the academic year our lives are also punctuated by the music-making necessary for 

examinations. The Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music practicals are held in school in 

three sessions between September and June. They involve much preparation by candidates and, 

where appropriate, accompanists. This year saw another increase in the number of boys taking these 

examinations and results are shown below. Concern continues about the variation in examiners' 

marking - so whilst the results are grouped in the categories of distinction, merit and pass, please 

remember that one examiner's merit may well be another examiner's distinction (or mere pass!) etc.! 
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GCSE and A-Level GCE also have vital practical elements and in these our candidates continue to far 

exceed the minimum standard of performance required. 

 

The boys' performances reflect some of the work of the school's Instrumental Tuition scheme which 

sees approximately eighteen tutor visits per week help about one-seventh of the school's population 

work towards realising their potential in playing a musical instrument. The tutors are listed below but 

from their midst we bade farewell in June to Mr. Stephen Deazley whom we wish well in his new work. 

We thank them all for their expertise, patience, energy, co-operation, musicianship and best efforts on 

our boys' behalf. 

 

Each June sees a number of boys leave this society to continue their lives elsewhere. Amongst those 

who Left last June were Stephen Aiken, Graeme Beggs, Andrew Belshaw, John Bleakley, Bernard 

Bowers, Gary Caddell, Paul Coey, Steven Colvin, Robert Forshaw, Roger Irvine, J. J. Kennedy, Colin 

McMurray, Alister Miskimmon, Neal Owen, Simon Sullivan, Andrew Wigston and Dugall Wilson. We 

thank them all for their various contributions to the musical life of Bangor Grammar School over their 

years here with us. We wish them well for the future and hope that they will keep in contact with those 

of us who remain. 

 

Having completed twenty-five years here 1 cannot help but muse upon how things have changed 

since September 1969. From the two piles of song books and six LP records here before that date 

has grown a department more extensive than ever anticipated. My memory is crowded with that which 

is past but uppermost are the recollections of the people - so many of them, both boys and staff alike. 

Without them none of what is now present would have been possible and I thank them all, particularly 

Miss Judith Kimber, Mrs Rosemary Smyth and all other present music-making colleagues whatever 

their ages. 

lH 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1993/94 

PRACTICAL 

Grade 1 - Pass with Distinction: W Frame (descant recorder), T P Kane (french horn). Pass with 

Merit: D J Barr (descant recorder), S R Crawford (flute), M C M Harte (descant recorder), N C Mann 

(guitar). Pass: D T McDowell (flute), A D Rea (guitar). 
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Grade 2 - Pass with Distinction: C l Bleakley (descant recorder), P S Bowers (flute), M R Bradford 

(descant recorder), S M English (descant recorder), P A Farmer (piano), D M Gherardi (descant 

recorder), J M lrwin (descant recorder), G W J Laird (descant recorder), M McCahon (descant 

recorder), P M H Wynne (trombone). Pass with Merit: M J A Arnold (flute), R D Carson (descant 

recorder), G W W Crangle (flute), J R Ogle (flute), A T Patterson (descant recorder), A T Patterson 

(flute), P Smith (descant recorder), D A Topping (piano) Pass: D J Barr (euphonium), T P Cackett 

(flute), T D Marshall (trombone). 

Grade 3 - Pass with Distinction: C W J Smallwood (trumpet). Pass with Merit: C J Palmer (viola), P 

J H Rodgers (flute). Pass: M P Bowden (trumpet), B J Nesbitt (guitar), P Smith (violin), A Tinney 

(trombone). 

Grade 4 - Pass with Distinction: C l Beaney (guitar), M H Young (cornet). Pass with Merit: C l 

Bleakley (trombone), M McCahon (clarinet), M L Manogue (euphonium). Pass: R J Cobain (trumpet), 

B J Colgan (violin), M D Drury (descant recorder), B Elliott (descant recorder), S M English (trumpet), 

P A Farmer (trombone), G A Gilkeson (flute), J G Hinton (descant recorder), J R Ogle (flute) R M J 

Smith (clarinet), A W D Wylie (descant recorder). R Wynn (trombone). 

Grade 5 - Pass with Distinction: S J Costley (trumpet). Pass with Merit: C M A Aiken (flute), N K 

Brittain (flute), S R Brown (descant recorder), M E Dixon (descant recorder), R M Eakin (clarinet), J C 

Hinton (descant recorder), J M lrwin (clarinet), A A Kropl (trombone), T J Mallon (french horn). Pass: 

M R Bradford (clarinet), R D Carson (clarinet), R M J Craig (descant recorder), C C Ferguson 

(clarinet), P K Hamilton (clarinet), R W McAnlis (flute), M A McNeill (flute), D A W Morris (clarinet), J C 

Parker (trumpet), S K Perrott (trumpet). 

Grade 6 - Pass with Distinction: D M Gherardi (violin), C M Gray (organ), C J Moran (french horn). 

Pass with Merit: S J Elliott (trombone), R Neely (piano). Pass: G W Best (trumpet), R J Forshaw 

(cornet), A J Miskimmon (clarinet). 

Grade 7 - Pass with Distinction: A J Bowers (trombone), B T Bowers (trombone), A R J Shaw 

(flute). Pass: N A Manogue (trumpet). 

Grade 8 - Pass with Distinction: C M Gray (piano). 

 

THEORY 

Grade 5 - Pass: A J Bowers, B T Bowers, M E Dixon, S K Perrott, A R J Shaw. 

 

NORTHERN IRELAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 1993/94 

ADVANCED LEVEL: S J Aiken (C), G R Beggs (C), A H Belshaw (E). 
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GCSE: D C l Davidson (C), M E Dixon (B), M D Drury (B) C M Gray (A), J M Niblock (A), R M J Craig 

(B). 

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 1993-1994 

Mrs Daisy Adams, LTCL, ALCM  Mr John McDonald, BMus, LTCL 

Miss Bridget Benson, LTCL Mrs Laura Molyneaux, BA, CertEd, BSpMus 

Mrs Jacklin Brittain Mr Adrian Morris, PPRNCM  

Mrs Heather Browne, BMus, PGCE  Mr Brian Overton 

Mr Stephen Deazley, BMus Mrs Jean Savage, LTCL 

Mr Ewan Easton Mrs Rosemar y Smyth, BA, PGCE, LTCL  

Dr Pamela Gillespie, LTCL  Mr Martin Wall, LTCL 

Mr Nigel lreland Mrs Irene Weir, ATCL 

Mrs Helen Mackie, BMus, PGCE, LTCL  

 

TEACHING STAFF 1993/94 

Miss Judith A Kimber, BA, MTD, ARCM, CRE 

Mrs H Rosemary Smyth, BA, PGCE, LTCL 

Mr lan A F Hunter, BA, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 
(Director of Music) 
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THE GRYPHON CONSORT TOUR 1994 

Singing, practising and more singing (with fun and frolics mere incidentals) can only mean one thing - 

The Gryphon Consort's Choir Tour 1994, which took us to Windsor, London and Cambridge between 

Saturday 31 July and Sunday 7 August. 

Our place of repose in London was the Regent Palace Hotel, Piccadilly - which might one day live up 

to its name - and much was to be experienced (but hopefully not desired) in the area, setting aside 

Dunkin' Donuts and Burger King! 

Sunday 1st saw us singing our first three services, in Her Majesty's Free Chapel of St. George, 

Windsor Castle, Mattins, Eucharist and Evensong were for one and all very special experiences. 

For the next five days, only tiresome activity was in store. The daily rubrics were a 7.00 a.m. start, a 

shower in the RPH's dubious bathrooms, endless tube travel in and around London and broiling heat. 

The morning and afternoon practices were hectic and "potentially musical", but Evensong had to be 

sung daily at 5.00 p.m. in St. Paul's Cathedral between 5.00 p.m. and 5.45 p.m.: each one was 

stunning, and each one even more stunning than the previous. 

One spent the evenings wandering London finding lots to do. How does spending (7 seeing "The 

Flintstones" or being an audience at the Garrick Theatre's Production of Chaucer's "Canterbury 

Tales," sound? Maybe not, but being petrified as never before in the Trocadero's "Alien War" might be 

more applicable! 

A very friendly, informal and various reception in the Cathedral Chapter House courtesy of the Dean 

was a fine conclusion to the week at St. Paul's. 

The final two days allowed ever one to recuperate - in the much more tranquil surroundings of 

Cambridge. Gryphon kept the tradition of having a barbecue and disco in St. John's College Choir 

School and everyone enjoyed a full evening! 

The tour ended all too soon, one in which beautiful liturgical music was sung to an exceptional 

standard. Perhaps the highlight was in St. George's Chapel where it was the choir’s first visit - and it 

certainly was an honour and privilege. Nevertheless, services at St. Paul's always have held a special 

place at the heart of the Gryphon Consort, after having been before in 1990 and 1992. 

The organisation, arrangement and musicality of everything to do with Gryphon lies at the truly 

indispensable hands of Ian Hunter, the Director of Music. He says to us after every musical 

engagement - "Folks thank-you" but we must thank him for the continuing ability 

and opportunity to sing praises to God; and for a thoroughly enjoyable tour. C M Woods 
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Ed  3 PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr T Patton, Simon Brown, Matthew Harbinson, Stephen Boggs, Andrew Kropl, Mr T Patton, 
Christopher Gray, Christopher Moran, Mr I Hunter Neil Brittain, Mr I Hunter 
on the steps outside St Paul’s Cathedral, London  in Westminster Abbey Cloister Garden 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gryphon Consort, Mr T Patton (left), families and friends 
Westminser Abbey Cloister Garden 
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WORK SHADOWING - MUSIC MAKING AND SELLING 

 

People who know me realise that I am a music fanatic, so I was extremely pleased when Mr Ian 

Hunter, with the full co-operation of Mr Paul Young (Principal Trumpet), helped place me with The 

Ulster Orchestra for two days' work shadowing. Not only would I sit in the orchestra but I would be in 

the company of Mr Young himself. My hope of getting a chance to actually play with the orchestra 

wasn't possible. 

 

On the Monday morning (I began my work shadowing a day before everyone else in fourth form) I 

was both nervous and excited about the experience ahead. I couldn't wait to hear Mr. Young and his 

colleagues play, but I was naturally apprehensive about entering a new environment where I did not 

expect to know anyone. 

 

Mr. Young picked me up at school on Monday morning in a rather nice car. On the way to the BBC 

rehearsal studio he chatted amiably to me and I enjoyed talking about trumpet playing as I myself play 

the trumpet. 

 

It turned out that Monday was a rehearsal for a concert on the following evening. I sat in with the 

trumpeters and was warned that I was in for a very boring day. 

 

Of course I enjoyed myself hugely. I talked with the musicians who were glad to have a conversation 

with me. They were all very welcoming towards me and I thoroughly enjoyed the humour that went on 

around me. 

 

I was very surprised at how informal the practice was. If those around me were not playing they 

simply chatted or read their newspaper. Also, the conductor did not reprimand them in any way. This 

was not like any rehearsal I was used to! 

 

The most enjoyable part of the day was lunchtime. Not because it was a break from the rehearsal but 

because I thoroughly enjoyed the company of those I sat with. We ate a very fine lunch in the BBC 

canteen and sat with two other musicians whom I recognised as Instrumental Tutors from our school. 

They were both very friendly indeed. 

 

The practice continued after lunch and finished at around 5 p.m. 

 

Tuesday was the day of the concert and the day began around mid-afternoon. Instead of sitting with 

the orchestra, this time I went up to the 'sound box.' 
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This is the place where the music is recorded by the BBC for transmission on radio. I sat there all 

afternoon and watched how many microphones were adjusted to pick up the perfect balance of 

sound. In the evening I listened to the end result as I sat in an audience seat and heard the whole 

concert. The music was superb! 

 

Tuesday evening marked the end of my work shadowing with Mr. Young, and it was two days which I 

enjoyed a lot. 

 

On Wednesday I again involved myself with music by spending a day in Matchett's music shop in the 

centre of Belfast. 

 

Again, the staff here was very friendly, but, as it was busy, the day began very boringly. I amused 

myself by looking through the vast selection of music books and music accessories. 

 

The afternoon was more interesting as many customers mistook me for staff so I did help a little 

around the shop. I was also allowed to work at the very modern computer till. 

 

I learned a lot from my three days' work shadowing. 

 

One vital thing is not to become a professional player as it often means very long hours and can be 

very boring. Most advised me to keep trumpeting as a hobby. 

 

However, I would like to own a store like Matchett’s. To work there you need to know a lot about 

music in general and musical instruments. I also liked working with customers so perhaps music-

managing is a job prospect for me.  

G W Best (Form 4) 
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  ‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 46 

1994-1995 

The academic year started with a change of personnel for the department with the appointment of Mrs 

Ethne Bowles as a full-time temporary teacher. This was to cover the period of my own secondment 

to a project run jointly by the five Education and Library Boards. This project focused on the area of 

composition at Key Stage 3 level and involved the making of a video and the production of a book of 

teaching resources. Following the recent launch of the material it will be widely distributed throughout 

the five boards and used as the basis for in-service training of teachers. It turned out to be a very 

worthwhile enterprise and our own involvement was a tribute to the department's current work within 

the curriculum. Many thanks are due to the school for allowing my involvement in the project and to 

Mrs Bowles for her very successful term's work. 

 

Out of the classroom, the department provided instrumental tuition for a large number of boys, as 

detailed below: 

Recorder 1  Tuba 1  Cello 2 
Bassoon 4  Euphonium 4  French Horn 4 
Oboe 6  Violin 7  Guitar 12 
Trombone 12  Trumpet 15  Piano 20 
Flute 27  Clarinet 28    
      TOTAL: 143 
 

During the year, 59 practical and 24 theory examinations were successfully undertaken by some of 

these pupils - details of the results are appended. Most of the boys were also involved in at least one 

of the ensembles that practised on a regular basis, namely the Junior Orchestra, the Treble Choir 

(which also included many boys not taking instrumental tuition), the Recorder Consort, the Brass 

Ensemble and the Woodwind Ensemble. Thanks and congratulations are due to all who 

demonstrated commitment, reliability and punctuality in their membership of these ensembles. 

 

As usual, the ensembles mentioned were called upon to perform at various events in the school 

calendar. The School Orchestra and the Treble Choir opened Speech Day with a selection of items. 

Musicians at the Bazaar raised £87.75 towards the causes of the day. The Orchestra provided music 

for the annual Remembrance Day service. 

The department was paid a great compliment when the Brass Ensemble was asked to perform with 

the five-piece Ulster Brass Ensemble as part of the Queen's Festival in Belfast This took the form of 

an evening concert in the Harty Room and was supported by an impressively large audience. This 
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was the first occasion that any school's ensemble had been asked to perform at Queen's Festival and 

thanks are due to Mr Ewan Easton for including us in this unique manner. Similar thanks go to Mr 

Easton and Mr Grenville Moore for taking a Brass Master-Class day's course during the half-term 

break. All our brass pupils attended and benefited greatly from the day's intensive hard work.  

 

The Gryphon Consort was given recognition of a different kind when, following its previous visit to St 

George's Chapel, Windsor Castle, and St Paul's Cathedral, London, it was asked to perform for the 

Mayor of North Down, Cllr Roy Bradford, in a private function at the Council Chambers. It continued to 

sing Choral Evensong once a month in St George's Church, Belfast. This choir is open to boys, their 

families, former pupils and their families and friends of the school. New members are always welcome 

and Ian Hunter is always happy to hear from interested people.  

 

December saw the traditional Christmas musical performances. The winter term finished in festive 

fashion with the evening Carol Service in the Clarke Hall for parents, friends and Grammarians; 

followed by the morning Carol Service for the whole school in Hamilton Road Presbyterian Church on 

the last day of term. At these two services £511.66 was collected for cancer charities. Additionally, the 

Brass Ensemble raised £109.82 for Cancer Research by playing Christmas music in the Bloomfields 

Shopping Centre.  

 

For Open Day and Open Evening the department, as each department does, pulled out all the stops 

to give P7 boys and their parents a glimpse of life in the school. The orchestra and soloists were well 

received and particularly so was a series of impromptu blues performances featuring Gavin Best, Niall 

Manogue and Stuart Miller. Another smaller ensemble - a brass group consisting of Gavin Best, 

Andrew Bowers, Scott Carson, Christopher Moran and Paul Thompson - was showcased when it was 

asked to perform on the evening of the Junior Drama Competition. 

 

On what may well have been the only wet evening of the summer some members of the Brass 

Ensemble played at Connor House Fete. Consequently the music was made indoors on what proved 

to be an enjoyable and successful evening for all concerned. 

 

The Summer Concert provided chances for virtually all musicians and ensembles to perform. The 

orchestra played six new items from its repertoire, including 'The Entertainer', 'The Lincolnshire 

Poacher' and 'The Pink Panther'. The Treble Choir sand 'Memory' and 'Magical Mister Mistoffelees', 
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two of the set works from the 1995 GCSE syllabus. The Brass Ensemble featured the popular 

'Nessun Dorma' among its four pieces. A Suite by Richard Rodney Bennett was performed by the 

newly re-formed Wind Ensemble. The Recorder Consort was well received as usual and included 

'Scarborough Fair' in its programme. The major item before the interval was Haydn's 'Little Organ 

Mass', performed by the Gryphon Consort, with Mr Nigel McClintock accompanying on the school's 

recently acquired Allen Computer organ. This fine instrument of two manuals and full RCO pedal 

board was heard to greater effect later in the evening when Christopher Gray gave an excellent 

performance of the Toccata in G by Dubois. For the first time, GCSE composition coursework 

appeared in the programme. Richard Neely was the soloist in his own set of variations for clarinet and 

piano on the theme of Paganini's 'Caprice'. Stuart Miller performed his rock composition with a band 

of present and former pupils. These two pieces demonstrated the very high standards possible in 

composition by pupils at this level. Finally, six other instrumental soloists were included in the 

evening's entertainment. Richard McMaster and Thomas Kane played French horn solos and another 

promising first-former, Matthew Williams, played the bassoon. Third-former Barkley Bellinger 

performed on the oboe, GCSE pupil Gavin Best on the trumpet and sixth-form leaver Andrew Bowers 

played the trombone. 

 

Although the evening was a happy occasion and a resounding success, it sadly marked the end of an 

era as Mrs Rosemary Smyth's final concert with us. For a number of years she has been an 

invaluable member of the department, both as a class teacher and as an instrumental tutor. Her work 

has been characterized by meticulous attention to detail and outstanding musical ability. Her work 

with the Recorder Consort over the years has been particularly impressive. We wish her well in her 

continuing work in Ballyholme Primary School and elsewhere. 

 

Among pupils, this concert was a farewell for the following: Andrew Bowers, Scott Carson, David 

Lindsay, Mark McNeill, Stuart Miller, Christopher Moran, Duncan Morris, Stephen Perrott, Richard 

Taylor, Adam Shaw and Christopher Woods. Again, our good wishes follow them to the various 

universities and colleges at which they are continuing their education. 

 

The final farewells of the year were to flute tutor Miss Bridget Benson and violin tutor Mr Nigel Ireland 

who had been members of staff here for some years. In their places we welcome Mr Glenn Houston 

and Mrs Heather Marsden. We would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the instrumental 

tutors for their continued skilled and dedicated work. 
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J.A.K. 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1994/95 

PRACTICAL 

Grade 1 Pass with Distinction - D M Gray (piano), R D McMaster (French horn), T G Sloan 

(trombone) Pass with Merit - B Bellinger (oboe), M P Dunne (oboe), M D McMaster (guitar) Pass - J 

P Donaldson (trombone), L A Hillen (guitar), G R Luke (cello)  

Grade 2 Pass with Distinction - B Bellinger (oboe), T P Kane (French horn), J D Watts (clarinet), M 

N Williams (bassoon) Pass with Merit - B J Allen (flute), M P Dunne (oboe) Pass - G K Bennett 

(clarinet), D A Finley (flute), J Jackson (flute)  

Grade 3 Pass with Distinction - J D Reynolds (violin), P Smith (descant recorder), D A Topping 

(piano), G A Woodward (trumpet), P M H Wynne (trombone) Pass with Merit - D J Barr (euphonium), 

P A Farmer (piano), C G Scott (cornet) Pass - A R Carr (clarinet), P D Jamison (clarinet)  

Grade 4 Pass with Distinction - C W J Smallwoods (trumpet). Passwith Merit - P Smith (descant 

recorder), D S Watts (bassoon) Pass - M J A Arnold (flute), M P Bowden (violin), P S Bowers (flute), J 

P Cackett (flute), G W W Crangle (flute), P A Faull (trumpet), C M McLaughlin (trumpet), A T 

Patterson (flute), P J H Rodgers (flute), G F Wright (flute)  

Grade 5 Pass with Distinction - C M Gray (bassoon) Pass with Merit - C I Bleakley (trombone), K S 

G Devon (trombone), M L Manogue (euphonium), A J McIlhagga (clarinet) Pass - S M English 

(trumpet), S N Miller (clarinet), C W J Smallwoods (trumpet), P R Wilson (trombone), R A Worthington 

(cello)  

Grade 6 Pass with Merit - A G Coey (clarinet), M E Dixon (trumpet), A A Kropl (trombone)  

Grade 7 Pass with Distinction - G W Best (trumpet), S J Elliott (trombone), R Neely (clarinet). Pass- 

C J Moran (French horn)  

Grade 8 Pass with Distinction - C M Gray (organ)  

THEORY 

Grade 5 Pass with Distinction - C I Bleakley, C N Sloan Pass - D J Barr, C J Beaney, M R Bradford, 

S R Brown, R D Carson, S J Costley, K S G Devon, C C Ferguson, A J Fullerton, G A Gilkeson, J M 

Irwin, A A Kropl, G W J Laird, R W McAnlis, M McCahon, M A McNeill, E Noble, J C Parker, R M J 

Smith, A M Tinney, D S Watts, P R Wilson  

 

NORTHERN IRELAND CERTIFICATES OF EDUCATION 1994/1995 

A-LEVEL - C J Moran (C)  
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GCSE - C J Beaney (A), G W Best (A), S M Boggs (B), N K Brittain (B), S J Elliott (A), P P King (C), A 

A Kropl (B), N A Manogue (A), M A McNeill (C), S N Miller (A), R Neely (A*)  

 

TUTORS 1994/1995 

Mrs Daisy Adams LTCL, ALCM Mr Nigel McClintock ARCO, FTCL 

Miss Bridget Benson LTCL Mr John McDonald BMus, LTCL 

Mrs Jacklin Brittain Mrs Laura Molyneaux BA, CertEd, BSpMus 

Mrs Heather Browne BMus, PGCE Mr Adrian Morris PPRNCM 

Mr Ewan Easton Mr Brian Overton 

Dr Pamela Gillespie LTCL Mrs Jean Savage LTCL 

Mr Nigel Ireland Mrs Rosemary Smyth BA, PGCE, LTCL 

Mrs Helen Mackie BMus, PGCE, LTCL Mr Martin Wall LTCL 

Mrs Heather Marsden GRNCM Mrs Irene Weir ATCL 

 

TEACHING STAFF 1994/1995 

Ms Judith A. Kimber BA, MTD, ARCM, CRE 

Mrs H. Rosemary Smyth BA, PGCE, LTCL 

Mr Ian A. F. Hunter BA, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 
(Director of Music) 
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WORK EXPERIENCE AT CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL 

I arrived at Canterbury's railway station on Sunday evening 18th June to be met by Mr David Flood 

(Organist and Master of the Choristers at Canterbury Cathedral) with whom I was to experience life as 

a Cathedral organist/choirmaster for the next week. He drove me to the Cathedral Close where he 

and other members of the Cathedral's staff have their houses and where the choristers also live. 

 

Having had an ice-breaking cup of coffee, he showed me to my room for the duration of my stay - in a 

building opposite his house in the Precincts. Having been warned of the next day's 8 am start, I went 

straight to bed looking at the magnificent Cathedral which overshadowed my room. 

 

Monday morning saw the start of a routine which was repeated every weekday with little variation: at 

8 am Mr Flood and I went to the building in the Precincts where the choristers stay and walked them 

to the Cathedral for their first practice of the day. The choristers, who are all boys, are boarders, and 

in exchange for subsidies in, among other things, education, sing seven services each week - this is 

traditional in most English cathedrals. 

 

The rehearsal began with the music for Monday's 5 pm Evensong and then some of the more difficult 

pieces for later in the week were looked at, specially those for Wednesday when Choral Evensong 

was to be broadcast live on BBC Radio 3 from the Cathedral. 

 

The sound of these boys singing so early in the morning was most impressive. Wrong notes and/or 

rhythms were rare, but when they occurred for the first time Mr Flood quite sensibly ignored them (as 

he said, there was no point in wasting time correcting something the boys know is wrong and will 

correct themselves). When a mistake occurred for the second time, however, it was calmly and 

informally corrected - at no time during the week did Mr Flood become ruffled or lose his temper - 

something which contributes in no small measure to the happy atmosphere in this choir. 

 

At 9 am the boys were taken from the Cathedral straight to school for the day's classes. They were to 

return at 4 pm for the day's second rehearsal. Between these practice times Mr Flood attended to the 

many administrative details involved in running one of the United Kingdom's leading cathedral choirs. 

This included choosing music for the future services - all planned well in advance, details of 

Wednesday's broadcast, forthcoming tours, replying 

to much correspondence and teaching at the Cathedral organ. 

 

At 4 pm the rehearsal began for the Evensong an hour later. The men (four altos, four 
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tenors and four basses) joined the twenty boys and again the sound was remarkable. During this 

practice I met the assistant organist (Mr Michael Harris) who does all the actual accompanying of 

services at the console of the Cathedral's magnificent three-manual organ while Mr Flood conducts. It 

was from the organ loft, high up on the Choir Screen, that I observed services during the week, my 

only view of the choir being that of the organist's - on a closed circuit television screen! 

 

On Tuesday we went to the King's School where Mr Flood was teaching that morning. I was left to 

wander around and the first practice room I entered in the Music Department contained a computer 

with a new software package linked to an £1,100 keyboard. This kept me happily occupied for some 

time! 

 

After lunch I was given a task which was to be done in whatever time I wished to spend on it during 

the week: the choir's chant books (containing music to which the psalms are sung at every service) 

were in an appalling condition and my job was to find the best copy of each page amongst the books, 

photocopy and reduce it, and complete thirty new, smaller chant books. This occupied all my free time 

but I did finish the job by Friday. 

 

On Wednesday the BBC arrived early in the morning to set up for the broadcast later in the day. The 

choir practised as usual early in the morning and the boys were brought back from school early that 

afternoon for an additional practice and sound balance. The entire service was of music by Henry 

Purcell, this year being the tercentenary of the composer's death. 

 

On Thursday the Evensong was sung by the boys only and on Friday it was the men's turn to give the 

boys a day off! 

 

On Saturday I went to London for an organ lesson in St Paul's Cathedral and unfortunately missed 

Canterbury singing my favourite music listed on their week's music schedule. I did, however, return to 

Canterbury for the Sunday services which were the highlight of the week as far singing goes - 

specially the unaccompanied Mass in G minor by Ralph Vaughan Williams. 

 

I left the Precincts on Sunday reassured that the lifestyle I had been part of during the week was how 

I would like to spend my working life - a true valuation of the school's work 

experience programme - and I shall continue to keep this as my aim. 
Christopher Gray (Form Lower 6) 

Ed   

Christopher Gray, MA (Cantab), FRCO, Director of Music, Truro Cathedral, from 2008. 
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  ‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 47 

1995-1996 

Each year responsibility for writing the Music Department's article for 'The Gryphon' alternates 

between the two full-time members of staff. Fortunately, amongst all the good news to follow, my turn 

coincides with the important need to say grateful thanks and sad farewells to two colleagues. 

 

For twenty years Mrs Helen Mackie (formerly Ritchie) has been associated with this department - first 

as a full-time member of staff and then, after her marriage and Simon's arrival, as our part-time 

clarinet tutor working more than two days per week with us. She endeared herself to all whom she 

taught with her patient and kindly personality and inspired them equally with her musicianship. There 

are very, very many young, and now not-so-young, men scattered all over the world who owe her a 

great debt and we still here in BGS join with them in wishing her well in her teaching change of 

direction at Rockport. Consequently, the clarinet results listed in this report will be the last of her 

teaching. 

 

After the twenty years mentioned above Ms Judith Kimber's too-brief four years and one term with us 

as a full-time member of staff seems all the shorter. The fact that she has left us to become Director 

of Music at The Rainey Endowed School reflects her professionalism, disposition, musicianship and 

the success of her career to date both here and in England. Musically (and in every other way) she 

complemented the writer - she's into 'Rock' - I'm not, she knows about music technology and things 

electric - I don't, she's always calm, she's elegant, tall and thin and I can't claim any of those 

attributes! We wish her great success in Magherafelt. All the results listed below reflect in some part 

her last work here. 

 

Both these ladies, who have been wonderful colleagues and friends and who will be sorely missed by 

everyone who knows and respects them, leave with our grateful thanks, total respect, much affection 

and absolute good wishes for their future careers and happiness. Flowers and cards were presented 

to reflect these sentiments. 

 

Other staff changes include Messrs Ewan Easton and Glen Houston who have stopped teaching 

euphonium/tuba and flute with us. Ewan has shown great interest in our pupils' musical progress over 

all his years here. His enthusiasm for music-making is infectious and he has led by energy, example 

and musicianship. He has taken a day-long course for our pupils here and given the Brass Ensemble 

the opportunity to play in Queen's Festival. We hope to keep in touch and work with him again. 
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Meanwhile we thank him and Glen for their teaching and wish them well in the future. Mrs Irene Weir 

who works so hard at Aurals with our Associated Board candidates has been in considerable ill-health 

during the year. We hope that it won't be too long before she is well and able to return to us.  

 

Each year sees the musicians playing important roles in the school's annual public occasions - 

Speech Day, Remembrance Day, Christmas Carol Services, Open Day, Open Evening and Summer 

Concert. The Gryphon Consort continues to sing regularly and new members - boys, their parents 

and families - are always welcome. The year ended has been no exception with the diversity of music 

performed trying to ensure that we present a truly 'mixed bag' of this branch of the arts with, we hope, 

something to suit all tastes and please all ears. 

 

To this regular round of music-making 95/96 saw three variations. In December the Brass and 

Woodwind Ensembles played Christmas Music on two nights in Bloomfields Shopping Centre and 

collected £800 for Cancer Research. These were happy occasions and ones which we hope to repeat 

in future years with perhaps even greater financial success for this worthy cause. In February the 

Gryphon Consort sang a weekend's three services in Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin, and in June 

the Brass and Woodwind Ensembles had the honour of playing at a Royal Garden Party at 

Hillsborough Castle for the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme, when HRH The Prince Philip himself 

was present. The Duke had time to speak with the boys and it became apparent that at least eight of 

the musicians present were involved in the actual scheme in which, of course, they can offer music as 

a skill. 

 

The examinations of The Associated Board of The Royal Schools of Music feature in our lives three 

times annually. The year's results are listed below in detail and they partly reflect the work of our 

splendid staff of part-time instrumental tutors. Examinations are not the be-all and the end-all of their 

work for it contributes to each boy moving towards realizing his own personal potential in music and 

other activities with all the self-and-collective-discipline involved and it enables each to become a 

member of at least one team - orchestra, ensembles, etc. When reading these results please 

remember that one examiner's pass might be another's merit and one's merit might be another's 

distinction - the reverse is also true of course! 

Some analysis of the year's Associated Board results reads thus: 

Total: 70  candidates    
 16  distinctions 
 30  merits 
 23  passes 

1 Fail 
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CANDIDATES GRADE CANDIDATES FORM CANDIDATES INSTRUMENT 

11 1 6 1 3 Bassoon 

13 2 17 2 12 Clarinet 

11 3 12 3 3 Euphonium 

11 4 10 4 7 Flute 

6 5 8 5 5 French Horn 

9 6 14 L6 7 Guitar 

4 7 3 M6 1 Oboe 

3 8     9 Piano 

        6 Trombone 

        10 Trumpet 

        2 Tuba 

        5 Violin 

 
GCSE and A-Level GCE results are also listed below. In each, a pass rate of 100% is recorded for the 

sixth year in succession and, from these, particular mention must be made of, and congratulations 

given to, Christopher Gray who has been awarded the Organ Scholarship at Pembroke College, 

Cambridge, where he will read Music. He is joined in Cambridge by another musician, Mark Niblock, 

who will read Theology at Fitzwilliam College . These two young men are the latest in a long line of 

musicians to win Oxbridge scholarships in various disciplines. Indeed the majority of BGS pupils who 

have gone up to either Oxford or Cambridge have been instrumentalists in their time here, a statistic 

which supports the results of recent research showing that learning to play an instrument helps 

cultivate other personal qualities necessary for academic and other success. 

 

Apart from Chris and Mark, we also say goodbye to, amongst others, Christopher Adair, Christopher 

Aiken, Simon Brown, Ryan Craig, Michael Dixon, Andrew Fullerton, Stuart Gibson, Stephen Gilkeson, 

Matthew Harbinson, Philip Jordan, Andrew Kropl, Mark McMullan, Derek Nesbitt and Ryan 

Worthington. We thank them for all that they have contributed in the past to the musical life of BGS 

and wish them good health, great success and much happiness in the future. 

To all who make music here or who support it in any way - boys by making it, parents by encouraging 

it, administration by doing just that, staff by understanding it, tutors by teaching it, governors by 

facilitating it, etc, - thanks, long may it continue.   IAFH 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1995/96 

PRACTICAL 
Grade One Pass with Distinction - Russell C Brown, 1C, (flute), Eoin R Hegan, 4D, (piano), 

Christopher J Lockwood, 1D, (French horn), Christopher W J Smallwoods, 3J, (piano). Pass with 

Merit - John S Alexander, 1S, (piano), Stephen A Gibson, 4W, (flute), Andrew D Gray, 2S, (piano), 
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Andrew D Rea, 4C, (piano). Pass - Philip T Bownes, 3D, (piano), Adrian T W H Dorrian, 3S, 

(euphonium), Jonathan W T Legg, 2X, (flute). 

Grade Two Pass with Distinction - Michael D Fusco, 2S, (clarinet), G Stuart Gibson, M6W, (guitar), 

Richard D McMaster, 2C, (French horn). Pass with Merit - Nicholas M Arnold, 2S, (clarinet), J Peter 

Donaldson, 2C, (trombone), Adrian T W H Dorrian, 3S, (euphonium), Stephen I Gilkeson, M6D, 

(guitar), Simon D McCully, 5D, (tuba), Peter G McGookin, 1D, (clarinet), Michael D McMaster, 3C, 

(guitar), Timothy G Sloan, 2S, (trombone), R Graham Smyth, 2C, (violin). Pass - C Neil Mann, 4C, 

(guitar). 

Grade Three Pass with Distinction - Thomas P Kane, 2D, (French horn), Simon D McCully, 5D, 

(tuba), Matthew N Williams, 2W, (bassoon). Pass with Merit - Philip I Jordan, 3M, (flute), Kevin G 

McGlade, 3S, (clarinet), Nathan T Pope, 3D, (clarinet). Pass - Graeme K Bennett, 3S, (clarinet), 

Stephen D Johnston, 2S, (trumpet), Jon B McKinley, 1W, (French horn), Michael D McMaster, 3C, 

(guitar), Jonathan D Watts, 3W, (clarinet). 

Grade Four Pass with Distinction - Ciaran H Young, 2W, (euphonium). Pass with Merit - James S 

McG Devon, 1C, (trumpet), Thomas P Kane, 2D, (French horn), Christopher G Scott, 2C, (cornet), 

Matthew N Williams, 2W, (bassoon), Glenn A Woodward, 2C, (trumpet). Pass - Patrick A K Carson, 

4W, (violin), Paul A Farmer, 4S, (piano), Benjamin J Nesbitt, 4S, (guitar), Jonathan D Reynolds, L6W, 

(violin), D Andrew Topping, 4D, (piano). 

Grade Five Pass with Merit - Gareth A Gilkeson, 5D, (flute), Christopher M McLaughlin, 2S, 

(trumpet), Neil A Wigston, L6W, (clarinet). Pass - Colin J Beaney, L6W, (guitar), David S Watts, 5W, 

(bassoon). 

Grade Six Pass with Distinction - Keith S G Devon, 3C, (trombone), Christopher N Sloan, 4S, 

(trumpet). Pass with Merit - Charles I Bleakley, 5D, (trombone),  

Richard M Eakin, L6W, (clarinet). Pass - Stuart J Costley, 4C, (trumpet), Paul K Hamilton, L6D, 

(clarinet), Ryan W McAnlis, 5D, (flute), Jeremy C Parker, 5D, (trumpet), Neill N A Stewart, L6W, 

(clarinet). 

Grade Seven Pass with Distinction - Richard Neeley, L6S, (piano). Pass with Merit - David M 

Gherardi, 5S, (violin). Pass - Neil K Brittain, L6D, (flute), J Mark Niblock, M6, Oboe. 

Grade Eight Pass with Distinction - Gavin W Best, L6C, (trumpet), Stephen J Elliott, L6W, 

(trombone). Pass with Merit - Andrew A Kropl, L6D, (trombone), Niall A Manogue, L6W, (trumpet), 

Richard Neely, L6S, (clarinet). 

THEORY 
Grade One Pass with Distinction - David M Gray, 1S 
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NORTHERN IRELAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 1995/96 

A-LEVEL GCE 

Form Middle Six: Christopher M Gray (A); Organ Scholarship, Pembroke College, Cambridge 

GCSE 

Form Five: David J Barr (B), Charles I Bleakley (A), Richard D Carson (A),  

Christopher C Ferguson (B), David M Gherardi (A), Gareth A Gilkeson (A),  

Graeme W J Laird (B), Ryan W McAnlis (A), Michael McCahon (B), Jeremy C Parker (B),  

Ryan M J Smith (B), David S Watts (B). 

TUTORS 1996/1997 
Mrs Heather Browne BMus, PGCE Mrs Laura Molyneaux BA, CertEd, BSpMus 

Dr Pamela Gillespie LTCL Mr Adrian Morris PPRNCM 

Mr Paul Lyttle BEng Mr Brian Overton 

Mrs Heather Marsden GRNCM Mrs Jean Savage LTCL 

Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM Mr John Savage 

Mr John McDonald BMus, LTCL Mr Martin Wall LTCL 
 

TEACHING STAFF 1996/1997 
Mr Jonathan Rea BA (Cantab), PGCE 

Mr Ian A F Hunter BA, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 
(Director of Music) 

 
Ed 3 PHOTOGRAPHS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Judith Kimber BA, MTD, ARCM, CRE 
Staff, Spring 1992–June 1996 
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CONCERT BAND, ROYAL GARDEN PARTY, HILLSBOROUGH CASTLE, JUNE 1996 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Wilson, Graeme Laird, Keith Devon, Philip McDowell, Andrew Kropl, Aaron Tinney, Peter Wynne 
Prince Philip, Mr Ian Hunter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prince Philip, Tim Sloan, Stephen Elliott, Mr Ian Hunter, Paul Wilson, Keith Devon, Philip McDowell,  
Andrew Kropl, Tom Kane, Peter Wynne 
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  ‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 48 

1996-1997 

Since being appointed to the staff of Bangor Grammar School at the beginning of the academic year 

under review, it has been a pleasure for me to see the huge amount of high-quality co-curricular 

music-making which takes place in the school. I am still frequently impressed, not only by the musical 

skills of the pupils, but also by their helpfulness, commitment and patience in all that they do to make 

the department work as it does. 

 

This year, musicians performed at the usual School public occasions, namely: Speech Day, 

Remembrance Day, Carol Services, Open Day and Open Evening and the Summer Concert. In 

addition, the Gryphon Consort has continued to sing Evensong once a month in Saint George's 

Church, Belfast. A very wide repertoire of music has been performed by all of the ensembles during 

the year, with, I observe, an unusual marriage of quality and quantity. One addition to the 

Department's activities this year has been the re-establishment of a four-part choir. It has been good 

to see boys growing in enthusiasm for singing, and it is worth pointing out in print the fact that any boy 

in any form may join the choir, and that for those having instrumental lessons, the aural training 

gained is invaluable in the examination situation. May singing in school continue to flourish! 

 

Much of the success in music which the boys enjoy can be attributed to the excellence of specialist 

instrumental tuition in the school. We have welcomed Miss Gillian McCutcheon to teach clarinet and 

saxophone this year, and her contribution to the department has already been significant. In addition 

to sharing responsibility for the training of the Wind Ensemble and running a Clarinet Ensemble, she 

also gave a clarinet recital, accompanied by the writer, in the Music Department in November. This 

event was attended by more than one hundred people, including many of Miss McCutcheon’s pupils, 

and it is hoped that similar evenings will be organised in future to include others among the school's 

fourteen instrumental staff. 

 

Clarinet music played by Miss McCutcheon also formed part of a recital given in June by the School 

Brass Ensemble in Saint George’s Church, Belfast. The brass players performed a challenging 

programme most impressively on this high-profile public occasion. 

 

Last year’s article in 'The Gryphon' makes mention of boys raising £800 for Cancer Research by 

playing Christmas music in Bloomfields Shopping Centre. This year, in addition to collecting money 

from passing shoppers, a new dimension was added, in that sponsor money was collected from the 

boys’ friends and relatives. This enabled the total raised to reach £3,000 - a hefty increase of which 
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any stockbroker would be proud!  A brass quintet also performed at a local function broadcast for 

BBC Television's 'Children in Need' appeal, and subsequently at Bangor Hospital in the days before 

Christmas. 

 

The Music Department has continued to organise as many opportunities as possible for boys to hear 

live music. During this year boys have attended several Ulster Orchestra concerts, savouring the 

occasion especially at the Viennese Prom in the Waterfront Hall, which was attended by around 70 

boys and parents from the School. A concert also took place in school as part of a visit from a college 

in Magdeburg. As well as listening to the music performed by the German choir on this occasion, the 

school's Brass and Wind Ensembles also gave the visitors the opportunity to hear us play. It is hoped 

that this international contact may be used to forge links which might lead to a continental music-

making trip for BGS in the not-too-distant future. 

 

There have also been many personal music-making successes among boys during the year. The 

school continues to enter boys for theory and practical examinations of the Associated Board of the 

Royal Schools of Music, for which detailed results are given below. A summary of these results 

reveals that in all, 21 theory and 86 practical examinations were passed, with 24 merits and 17 

distinctions being awarded. We heartily congratulate the successful candidates, but it is always worth 

reiterating the fact that, in spite of the efforts of the Associated Board to maintain otherwise, there can 

be inconsistencies from examiner to examiner. Ultimately what counts is the sense of achievement 

and enjoyment experienced by an individual making music, rather than a subjective figure chosen by 

one person on one day as a valuation of a candidate’s performance.  

 

Special mention must be made of one particular examination success. Gavin Best rounded off a 

fabulous music-making career in Bangor Grammar School by gaining his ATCL (Associate of Trinity 

College London) Diploma in Trumpet Performance. I am told that Gavin’s talents as a trumpeter have 

been evident for a long time, so it was fitting that he should achieve this particular success. He is, 

however, only one of a large number of musicians who left the school at the end of the academic 

year, and there are others whose specific achievements are also noteworthy. Stephen Elliott gained a 

place with the prestigious Ulster Youth Orchestra, toured Germany and also gave a concert in the 

Ulster Hall with them in the summer.  

 

Apart from Gavin and Stephen, the school's summer concert was the last public performance for, 

amongst others, Stephen Boggs, Marcus Bowden, Neil Brittain, Garth Coey, Richard Eakin, Stephen 

Elliott, Paul Farmer, Paul Hamilton, Niall Manogue, Richard Neely, Ben Nesbitt, Jonathan Reynolds 
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and Paul Thompson. Of these pupils, five left the school having gained Grade 8 in their instruments 

during their time here. Richard Neely deserves special mention for being the first pupil in the school to 

gain Grade 8 in two instruments, namely clarinet and piano. Even after only a year of knowing these 

young men, I know we shall genuinely miss the musicianship, wealth of good-humour and solid 

commitment which they each provided in the music department, and we unreservedly wish them 

every success in the future. 

 

To conclude then, a final thank you to all who support Music in the School. It is recognised that it 

would be impossible to enjoy such success in Music without the understanding and co-operation of 

parents, instrumental tutors, teaching colleagues, governors, administrative staff, and of course the 

boys themselves. In an age when many schools are having to fight for the preservation of co-

curricular music-making, it is most encouraging to be part of an environment where the subject is 

respected and its values upheld. JR 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1996/97 

PRACTICAL 
Grade One Pass with Merit - Robbie S Reid 1C (clarinet), Jonathan D Hegan 1X/D (piano), Andrew 

M Hawkins 3X/W (oboe), Chris S Allen 1W (clarinet). Pass - Andrew M Spratt 1X/C (trumpet), David 

B Jess 3S (trumpet), Jonathan S Gibson 3W (trumpet), Jonathan E McClaughlin 2C (trumpet), 

Matthew Jamison 2S (oboe), Oliver J E Bates 3S (piano). 

Grade Two Pass with Merit - Russell C Brown 2C (flute), Christopher J Lockwood 2D (French horn), 

Andrew M Hawkins 3X (oboe), Hill R Gaston 1X/D (flute), Michael J Watts 2W (clarinet), Andrew D 

Gray 3S (piano), Philip T B Bownes 4D (piano). Pass - Peter G Corbett 2D (flute), David M Gray 2X/S 

(piano), Andrew B Bennett 2X/S (flute), Fred Harris 2S (flute), John S Alexander 2S (piano). 

Grade Three Pass with Distinction - Richard D McMaster 3C (French horn), Adrian T W H Dorrian 

4D (euphonium), Barkley Bellinger 5C (oboe), Jonathan N Williams 1X (trumpet), Timothy G Sloan 3S 

(trombone). Pass with Merit - Christopher J Lockwood 2D (French Horn), Ian J Browne 1X/C (tuba). 

Pass - Michael D Fusco 3S (clarinet), J Peter Donaldson 3C (trombone), R Graham Smyth 3C 

(Violin), Peter G McGookin 2D (clarinet), Benjamin J Allen 4X (flute), Stephen A Gibson 5W (flute), 

Philip T B Bownes 4D (piano). 

Grade Four Pass with Distinction - Michael J Walters 1X (trombone). Pass with Merit - Timothy G 

Sloan 3S (trombone), Michael D Humphrey 2D (saxophone), Jon B McKinley 2W (French horn), 

Nathan T Pope 4D (clarinet), Nicholas M Arnold 3S (saxophone). Pass - Gavin T A Browne 2C 

(bassoon), Richard D McMaster 3C (French Horn), Patrick D Jamison 3D (clarinet), Andrew T W 



 

142 

 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

McAvoy 1W (trumpet), Stephen D Johnston 3S (trumpet), Graeme K Bennett 4S (clarinet), Philip W 

Vance 1W (oboe), Andrew D Kitchen 1X/W (trumpet), Kevin G McGlade 4S (clarinet), Christopher W 

J Smallwoods 4X/S (piano), Sam H Johnston 1D (French Horn), Philip T B Bownes 4D (piano), 

Matthew R H Smith 2S (flute), Richard P Gray 3J/S (saxophone). 

Grade Five Pass with Distinction - Ciaran H Young 3W (euphonium), James S McG Devon 2C 

(trumpet), Christopher G Scott 3C (cornet), Peter A Faul 3S (trumpet), Paul A Farmer 5S (trombone). 

Pass with Merit - Tom P Kane 3D (French horn), Michael J A Arnold 5S (flute), Matthew N Williams 

3X/W (bassoon). Pass - Barrie Colgan 5S Violin, Aaron M Tinney 5S (trombone), Simon D McCully 

L6D (tuba), Benjamin J Nesbitt 5S (guitar), Paul S Bowers L6D (flute), Glenn A Woodward 3C 

(trumpet), Peter J H Rodgers 4S (flute), Michael D McMaster 4C (guitar). 

Grade Seven Pass with Distinction - Stuart J Costley 5C (trumpet), Gareth A Gilkeson L6D (flute), 

Christopher N Sloan 5S (trumpet). Pass with Merit - Jeremy C Parker L6D (trumpet), James M Irwin 

L6S (clarinet), Charles I Bleakley L6D, (trombone). Pass - Michael R Bradford L6S (clarinet), Neill A 

Stewart M6 (clarinet). 

Grade Eight Pass - Keith S G Devon 4C (trombone), Richard Neely M6S (piano), A Garth Coey M6C 

(clarinet), Richard M Eakin M6W (clarinet), Paul K Hamilton M6D (clarinet). 

THEORY 
Grade Five 

Pass with Distinction - Barkley Bellinger 5C, Andrew G Jackson 3D.  

Pass - Michael J A Arnold 5S, Philip T B Bownes 4D, James S McG Devon 2C, Peter A Faull 3S, 

Michael Fusco 3S, Andrew M Hawkins 3X, Simon M Jackson 3D, Sam H Johnston 1D, Tom P Kane 

3D, Simon D McCully L6D, Michael D McMaster 4C, Richard D McMaster 3C, Nathan T Pope 4D, 

Christopher G Scott 3C, Timothy G Sloan 3S, Christopher W J Smallwoods 4X/S, Philip W Vance 1W, 

Jonathan D Watts 4W, Matthew N Williams 3W. 

 

NORTHERN IRELAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 1996/1997 

A-LEVEL Form Middle Six: Gavin W Best (B), Stephen J Elliott (A). 

GCSE Form Five: Stuart J Costley (A*), Paul A Farmer (A), Robert J Gibson (A), Timothy D 

Harbinson (A), Michael L Manogue (B), Benjamin J Nesbitt (A), Christopher N Sloan (A*), Aaron M 

Tinney (A). 
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TUTORS 1997/1998 

Mrs Heather Browne BMus, PGCE Mrs Laura Molyneaux BA, CertEd, BSpMus 

Dr Pamela Gillespie LTCL Mr Adrian Morris PPRNCM  

Mr Paul Lyttle BEng Mr Brian Overton  

Mrs Heather Marsden GRNCM Mrs Jean Savage LTCL 

Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM Mr John Savage 

Mr John McDonald BMus, LTCL Mr Martin Wall LTCL 

 

TEACHING STAFF 1997/1998 

Mr Jonathan Rea BA (Cantab), PGCE 

Mr Ian A F Hunter BA, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 

(Director of Music) 

 
Ed 2 PHOTOGRAPHS 

CHRISTMAS MUSIC for CANCER RESEARCH 
BLOOMFIELDS SHOPPING CENTRE 
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Photo: Co Down Spectator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Andrew Kitchen and Graeme Laird present a cheque for £4,120 to Mrs Betty Smyth,  

Bangor Combat Cancer Group, on behalf of the Concert Band. 
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Ed  APPOINTMENT 

JONATHAN REA was born in Belfast but has lived most of his life in Newtownards where he was 

educated at Regent House School. He began piano lessons at the age of six and had several local 

teachers before gaining admission to read Music at Girton College, Cambridge. 

An Instrumental Exhibitioner and a Choral Award holder 

whilst at Cambridge Jonathan Rea conducted Girton 

Camerata, a group specialising in the performance of 

baroque music, and gave many piano recitals both as 

soloist and as accompanist. He studied piano with 

Peter Pettinger, and won The Rima Alamuddin prize for 

music performance. 

After graduating in 1995 Jonathan Rea continued his 

studies in Cambridge at Homerton College. On 

qualifying as a teacher he was appointed to the staff of 

Bangor Grammar School in September 1996 where he 

also conducts the School Choir and the Junior 

Orchestra. Whilst his interest in composition is mainly 

focussed on boys' coursework where, with computer 

and keyboard technology, amazing results are achieved, he still finds time for his own original work - 

now often premiered by the School Choir itself. 

Since returning to Northern Ireland Jonathan Rea has taken all opportunities for piano playing in a 

wide variety of venues. As a piano accompanist he often appears with the soprano Elizabeth Ross. 

He continues to pursue his interest in choral music as a member both of The New Irish Choir and of 

The Gryphon Consort, Bangor Grammar School. 

IAFH 
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‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 49 

1997-1998 

As in previous years, musicians performed at the usual School public occasions - Speech Day, 

Remembrance Day, Carol Services, Open Day and Open Evening and the Summer Concert. 

Additionally, the Gryphon Consort continued to sing Evensong once a month in Saint George's 

Church, Belfast. There can be few places where such a very wide repertoire of music is performed by 

so many vocal and instrumental ensembles with such a high level of quality and quantity. With about 

a quarter of the school's population making co-curricular music week by week in a department with 

twelve part-time and two full-time staff, the top floor in the Orlit Building is indeed a busy place! 
 

As in recent past years, the pre-Christmas season saw some musicians making seasonal music in 

Bloomfields Shopping Centre. In 1997 it was the Concert Band again playing two evenings during 

which a magnificent £2,020 was collected from appreciative shoppers for 'The Marie Curie Cancer 

Care Foundation'. The Carol Services’ collections of £776 were given equally to ‘Mencap’ and the 

Northern Ireland Hospice. 

 

The year witnessed two unusual events for the Music Department: the Concert Band played in the 

splendid surroundings of the Main Entrance Hall, Stormont Buildings, for the Civil Service Carol 

Service and, in the Spring, we hosted a Celebrity Concert by the internationally famous concert 

organist Carlo Curley. During the former it is fair to say that the Concert Band sounded its very best in 

that most sympathetic of musical environments. After the service many people lingered and showed 

great appreciation as we played through a fairly extensive repertoire of secular seasonal music. At the 

latter a packed Clarke Hall enjoyed a programme of organ music, played on the large Allen Computer 

Touring Instrument, and pieces played by the Concert Band. Carlo Curley is larger than life in every 

dimension - not least in his music talent and technique - and he didn't disappoint those present at his 

only Northern Ireland performance during the visit. The Concert Band didn't disappoint either. In fact, 

some people were kind enough to suggest that it stole the show! At this concert we presented the 

cheque for pre-Christmas playings to a representative from 'Marie Curie' and we received a plaque 

from 'The Ulster Cancer Foundation' "in appreciation of fundraising support for the work of the 

Foundation". This acknowledges the many thousands of pounds we have raised for cancer research 

in past years. 

  

After Christmas the department entered into the Tesco Computers for Schools Voucher scheme. The 

response from boys and their families was magnificent and over 18,000 of these little slips of paper 
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were collected. As a result, we have just taken delivery of a PC and a Printer and we also managed to 

bank some 2,000 vouchers for future use. Grateful thanks to all who entered into the spirit of this 

collection and supported us. 

 

Throughout the year we have continued to organise as many pupils as possible as often as possible 

to attend Ulster Orchestra Concerts in both the Ulster and Waterfront Halls. Under a most 

encouraging scheme of subsidy organised by the orchestra's administration, pupils have the 

opportunity to hear wonderful music played by the Province's own orchestra (which is in really very 

fine form indeed) for £1 per concert whilst sitting in seats which would normally cost between £11 and 

£21! Whilst over three hundred seats have been bought for the year 1989/1999, I just don't 

understand why even more of our musicians don't attend even more concerts and, even more so, I 

wonder why Bangor Grammar School is in such a very, very small minority of schools represented at 

these superb concerts! 
 

Music-making successes during the year include Stuart Costley (now this year's Head Boy) becoming 

a member of the Ulster Youth Orchestra and Gareth Gilkeson taking the comparatively rare step of 

going from here to university (QUB) to read Music. Gareth is maintaining his links with us by starting 

off our Percussion Department and soon we hope to see some of the results of his labours listed with 

other practical and theory examination results of the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music 

97/98 are below.  

 

For a number of years now we have been expressing concern about variations in examiners' marking 

standards and the past twelve months have been no exception! It is quite literally the case that one 

examiner's pass is another's distinction (and vice versa!) and this has serious implications for us 

whose annual candidates are divided between the three examining sessions and, therefore, at least 

three different examiners. We are now at the stage of actively having to consider alternative 

examining boards as the absolute integrity of an examination system is essential if candidates' 

interests are indeed paramount. That said, scales could do with more practice and sight reading 

receive more attention! 

 

To all our tutors we express grateful thanks for all the hard work which they do. BGS is fortunate to 

have such dedicated and talented teachers coming in to teach its pupils on so many instruments. 

From the number of tutors we have, however, said farewell to Mrs Laura Molyneax and in her place 

we welcome Mr Ian Livingstone to teach guitar, and (perhaps a temporary) farewell to Dr Pamela 

Gillespie who left at Easter to have her second child - another son.  
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In recent years fourth, fifth and sixth form examination classes have benefitted enormously from the 

expertise and musical talents of another BGS old boy, Mr Stephen Jones, in what can best be 

described as 'music technology'. The possibilities with the combination of a computer, a keyboard and 

a sound module never cease to amaze me. Similarly, the ease and enthusiasm with which the young 

take to this medium of composition and music-making, and the quality of their work, just leave me 

wishing that I were about forty years younger!  

 

My full-time colleague, Mr Jonathan Rea, has now completed two years teaching here. To him we all 

owe a great debt of gratitude for his never-ceasing hard work and sense of fun, his organisational and 

administrative skills and the way he uses his superb musicianship for the benefit of all here. He 

became a married man on July 31st 1998. We wish him and his wife, Gill, very many years of happy 

marriage together. 

 

Each summer sees a number of musicians leaving the school. Amongst last year's were David Barr, 

Charles Bleakley, Paul Bowers, Michael Bradford, Adrian Carr, Richard Carson, Simon English, Chris 

Ferguson, David Gherardi, Gareth Gilkeson, James Irwin, Graeme Laird, Gavin Luke, Ryan McAnlis, 

Simon McCully, Jeremy Parker, Ryan Smith and David Watts. It would be impossible to over-estimate 

the contribution which such a large group of young men made to the musical life of this school during 

their time here. This, their patience, amazing quick wit and good humour, and support for all in which 

they've been involved during recent years is appreciated beyond expression by the writer. I say it 

annually at the concert, it is young people such as these who give me hope for the future of this 

country and of civilisation as an whole. We wish them well for the years ahead. 

 

June 1998 also saw the retirement of Mr Tom Patton as the school's Headmaster. Throughout his 

time here he supported music-making and the Music Department in every way he possibly could, 

indeed, far and beyond the call of duty. During these many years of working together he and I enjoyed 

many frank exchanges of views, each respecting, if not always sharing, the other's point of view and I 

shall always be grateful to the public and private man.  I frequently witnessed his intense concern for 

boys' best interests both within and without school and their music-making in particular, for this 

innumerable people must share in my gratitude. We wish him a long, healthy and happy retirement. 

 

Each year the Music Department's full-time staff take it in turn to write reports such as this. Although it 

is my turn this year I cannot do better than quote from Mr Jonathan Rea's conclusion to his report of 

last year: ".......... a final thank you to all who support Music in the School. It is recognised that it would 

be impossible to enjoy such success in Music without the understanding and co-operation of parents, 
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instrumental tutors, teaching colleagues, governors, administrative staff, and of course the boys 

themselves. In an age when many schools are having to fight for the preservation of co-curricular 

music-making, it is most encouraging to be part of an environment where the subject is respected and 

its values upheld."  

IAFH 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 1997/98 

PRACTICAL 

Grade One Pass - Christopher J George 3S (violin), Phillip T Maitland 1D  (trumpet), Steven W 

Martin 3D (flute), Stephen A H Rea 2C (trumpet). 

Grade Two Pass with Merit - Benjamin S Graham 4X/C (guitar), Rory I McKinley L6W (guitar), 

Gareth R Proctor 3S (flute). Pass - Oliver J E Bates 4S (piano), Seth N Bleakley 2D (flute), Alexander 

S Gracey 2W (trombone), Jonathan D Hegan 2X/D (trombone), Matthew Jamison 3S (oboe), Andrew 

D Rea L6C (piano). 

Grade Three Pass with Distinction - Andrew M Hawkins 4X/W (oboe).  Pass with Merit - 

Andrew D Gray 4S (piano), Mark S Johnston 2X/S (flute), Andrew D McCausland 1C (euphonium), 

Jonathan E McClaughlin 3C (trumpet), Michael J Watts 3X/W (clarinet). Pass - Christopher S Allen 

2C (clarinet), Andrew B Bennett 3X/S (flute), Seth N Bleakley 2D (flute), R Hill Gaston 2X/D (flute), 

Jonathan S Gibson 4W (trumpet), Matthew H S Higginbotham 1W (trumpet), Simon J H Houston 1X 

(viola), David B Jess 4S (trumpet), David R M Patterson 1C (bassoon), Robbie S Reid 2W (clarinet), 

A Mark Spratt 2X/C (trumpet), Campbell A I Stewart 2C (cello). 

Grade Four Pass with Distinction - Andrew M Hawkins 4X/W (oboe).  Pass with Merit - Andrew T 

Cowan 2D (flute), Adrian T W H Dorrian 5S (euphonium), Jonathan N Williams 2X/W (trumpet). Pass 

- Alastair D Goode 2C (piano), Mark S Johnston 2X/S (flute), Peter G McGookin 3D (clarinet), R 

Graham Smyth 4C (violin). 

Grade Five Pass with Distinction - Michael D Humphrey 3C (saxophone), Michael J Walters 2X/W 

(trombone). Pass with Merit - Barkley Bellinger 5C (oboe), Andrew D Kitchen 2X/W (trumpet), 

Andrew McAvoy 2W (trumpet), Timothy G Sloan 4S (trombone), Philip W Vance 2W (oboe). Pass - 

Philip T Bownes 5D (piano), Gavin T A Browne 3C (bassoon), Michael D Fusco 4S (clarinet), Patrick 

D Jamison 4X/D (clarinet), Samuel H Johnston 2D (french horn), Stephen D Johnston 4S (trumpet), 

James E McCreadie 3D (clarinet), Jon B McKinley 3W (french horn), Richard D McMaster 4C (french 

horn), Nathan T Pope 5D (clarinet), D Andrew Topping L6D (piano), Jonathan D Watts 5W (clarinet). 
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Grade Six Pass with Distinction - Ciaran H Young 4W (euphonium). Pass with Merit - Barkley 

Bellinger L6C (oboe), Peter A Faull 4S (trumpet), Thomas P Kane 4D (french horn), Christopher W J 

Smallwoods 5X/S (trumpet). Pass - James S McG Devon 3C (trumpet), Andrew J McIlhagga 5W 

(clarinet), Christopher M McLaughlin 4S (trumpet), Christopher G Scott 4C (cornet), Aaron M Tinney 

L6S (trombone), Matthew N Williams 4X/W (bassoon), Glenn A Woodward 4C (trumpet). 

Grade Seven Pass with Merit - Christopher W J Smallwoods 5S (trumpet), Matthew N Williams 4X/S 

(bassoon). Pass - Graeme W J Laird U6S (clarinet). 

Grade Eight Pass with Distinction - Christopher N Sloan L6S (trumpet). Pass with Merit - Stuart J 

Costley L6C (trumpet), David M Gherardi U6S (violin), Gareth A Gilkeson U6D (flute), Jeremy C 

Parker U6D (trumpet). Pass - Charles I Bleakley U6D (trombone), Michael R Bradford U6S (clarinet), 

James M Irwin U6S (clarinet), Ryan W McAnlis U6D (flute). 

THEORY 

Grade Five Pass - Nicholas M Arnold 4X/S, Peter J Donaldson 4C, Andrew J McIlhagga 5W, 

Christopher M McLaughlin 4S, Glenn A Woodward 4C, Ciaran H Young 4W. 

 

NORTHERN IRELAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 1997/98 

 

A-LEVEL - Form Upper Six: Gareth A Gilkeson (B), Ryan W McAnlis (C). 

 

GCSE - Form Five: Keith S G Devon (A*), Philip Bownes (B), Nathan T Pope (A),  

Philip S McDowell (A), Jonathan D Watts (A), Paul R Wilson (A*),  

Christopher W J Smallwoods (A). 

 

TUTORS 1998/99 

Mr Stephen Barnett GRNCM Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM 

Mrs Heather Browne BMus, PGCE Mr John McDonald BMus, LTCL 

Mr Gareth Gilkeson  Mr Adrian Morris PPRNCM 

Mr Stephen Jones Mr Brian Overton 

Mr Ian Livingstone Mrs Jean Savage LTCL 

Mr Paul Lyttle BEng, LTCL Mr John Savage 

Mrs Heather Marsden GRNCM Mr Martin Wall LTCL 

TEACHING STAFF 1998/1999 

Mr Jonathan Rea BA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL 

Mr Ian A F Hunter, BA CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 
(Director of Music) 
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Ed 1 PHOTOGRAPH 

CAROLS FOR CANCER RESEARCH 

BLOOMFIELDS SHOPPING CENTRE, CHRISTMAS 1998 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip McDowell, Tom Kane, Richard McMaster, Jon McKinley (french horn) 
Keith Devon, Aaron Tinney, Michael Walters, Paul Wilson, Tim Sloan, Peter Donaldson (trombone) 
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 ‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 50 

1998-1999 

Walk across the inner quad on almost any weekday morning from about 8:15 onwards during term 

and the sound of hard work can be heard from the second floor of the Orlit Building as music in 

Bangor Grammar School continues to develop and flourish. Boys have performed this year in most of 

the usual School occasions, with their customary high standard being given an appropriate platform 

on Speech Day, Remembrance Day, and the Carol Services, when collections totalling £769.14 were 

donated to UNICEF.  

 

Unfortunately, the summer concert did not take place in June due to pressure from the GCSE and A-

Level examination timetabling which made the hall and many of the boys unavailable for the usual slot 

in the last week of the term. This will be rectified this year by moving the concert to the Spring Term, 

so all is not lost! In all school music groups repertoire has continued to expand, so the evening 

concerned should be a most entertaining one. 

 

Outside school, the concert band again performed Christmas Music to shoppers in Bloomfield 

Shopping Centre, raising £1,767.37 for Cancer Research. It also built on the previous year's 

successful Carol Service for the Civil Service at Stormont by this year providing music for the official 

Carol Service of the Northern Ireland Assembly. Again, everyone appreciated the chance to play in 

Stormont's fabulous acoustic and beautiful surroundings. 

 

As well as making music, boys were given the opportunity to hear much live music during the year. 

Many took advantage of the generously subsidised scheme from the Ulster Orchestra, which allows 

those in full-time education to attend their concerts for only a pound. One would take this written 

opportunity to plug the scheme on paper, as it seems too good an offer for any pupil with an interest 

in music to miss, and to thank all those who make it possible. 

 

In addition, we also hosted the band of the Royal Air Force as it gave a concert in our own Assembly 

Hall. It played a wide range of music with lots of audience appeal, and we were pleased that a 

number of our advanced musicians had the opportunity to play within the band's ranks. 

 

Among those who played in that concert was Keith Devon, one of 4 BGS pupils who were won places 

in the prestigious Ulster Youth Orchestra. He is a trombonist, and was joined by Stuart Costley and 

Chris Sloan, trumpets, and Tom Kane, French Horn. This involved an intensive residential course, 

which was followed by a stunning concert in the Ulster Hall, which would have given many 
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professional orchestras a fair run for their money. Given that the players competed for their places 

against the very best in the province, we have confidence in asserting that our brass players are 

among the finest around. We are waiting with interest for the day when a woodwind player will join the 

ranks of the UYO - if the woodwind ensemble keep going as they are, it won't be long!  

 

The successful entries to the Ulster Youth Orchestra are only part of the picture. Our brass quintet 

won its section in the Carrickfergus festival with high marks and a very complimentary report. One of 

its trombonists, Paul Wilson, U6W, played on more than one occasion with the New Irish Choir and 

Orchestra in concerts in the Waterfront Hall. He was joined there in November by last year's head 

boy, Stuart Costley, who temporarily abandoned his trumpet to prove himself a fine guitarist. At the 

end of the year, Stuart rounded off a stunning school career, musically and in every other way, by 

gaining his ATCL diploma in trumpet performance. Stuart is among xxxx of last year's Upper Sixth 

musicians, who, as ever, we are sad to lose. This year we said goodbye to Michael Arnold, Barkley 

Bellinger, Ewen Bleakley, Patrick Carson, Barry Colgan, Stuart Costley, Stephen Gibson, Simon 

Jackson, Michael Manogue, Peter Meeke, Christopher Sloan, Aaron Tinney and Andrew Topping. We 

wish them all the very best in their new surroundings beyond BGS.  

 

Among our instrumental tutors we have also had our comings and goings. Adrain Morris left his job as 

bass trombonist in the Ulster Orchestra, and consequently his teaching with us, to take his old 

professor's job in the Hallé Orchestra in his native Manchester. Paul Lyttle, our flute tutor, went to 

Loughborough for a job in arts administration. John McDonald, who taught bassoon and piano, joined 

the civil service. Laura Molyneaux, our guitar tutor, decided also to lighten her teaching load. In their 

places we have welcomed Steve Barnett, another Ulster Orchestra trombonist; Steve Pickett, his 

colleague in the bassoon section; Gill Pickett (Steve's wife) to teach piano; Richard Douglas, a flautist 

and Ian Livingstone, a guitarist. Expansion of the Instrumental Tuition scheme has also allowed us to 

introduce percussion lessons with a former pupil now studying Music with considerable success at 

QUB, Gareth Gilkeson. We owe a great debt to our tutors for their patience, flexibility, musicianship 

and general all-round excellence. I take this chance to thank them all for everything they do. 

 

Another area in which we have expanded almost beyond recognition within the past year 

is our provision for Information Technology within the Department. We now have a room, solely 

devoted to midi recording facilities, with nine terminals at which boys can compose, using a variety of 

computing equipment. In addition to this, we are expanding further to allow proper state-of-the-art 

audio recording facilities to be used. We are now among the best providers of resources for Music 
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Technology within the province's schools. There is no doubt that we are already seeing the fruits of 

the investment in this equipment as our pupils composition work continues to improve in its already 

very high quality. Thanks are due to two people in this regard. One, a former pupil, Stephen Jones, 

who provided the initial encouragement which got us going on this equipment. The second, a present 

pupil, Stuart Johnson, a genius on computers who has provided immense and continuing help to us in 

the music department with networking solutions in particular and all things computerwise in general. 

He has also helped my colleague, Ian Hunter, to launch the official Music Department website which 

can now be visited on www.bgsmusic.co.uk. For all the work involved in this, formal thanks must be 

given.  

 

The mention of Ian Hunter reminds me of the necessity to record, with some sadness, that after 

almost ten years of making wonderful choral music, the Gryphon Consort was disbanded in June. The 

choir had consisted of some pupils, former pupils and friends of the school, and over the years had 

sung almost one hundred evensongs in St. George's Church, Belfast, as well as singing in venues as 

illustrious as St. Paul's Cathedral, London; Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin; St. George's Chapel, 

Windsor Castle; and privately in Kings and St John's Colleges, Cambridge. It had also sung for many 

years at school concerts and Carol Services. Yet it was not the venues, audiences or the 

congregations that provided the major interest - more the experience of making such fabulous music - 

and that is what will be missed now that the group is no more. The decision to call it a day was not 

taken lightly, but I feel I would be wrong not to record my thanks to Ian for his input into choral music 

in Bangor over the years, including the small portion of it of which I have been part. Ian's dedication to 

high standards, coupled with his sensitivity as a musician and his ability to get people to do things his 

way, made the group something of which it was good to be a member. 

 

As always, the results of last year's Associated Board examinations are printed below and we 

congratulate all concerned for their successes. We continue to be confused and concerned by the 

difference in marking standards from one examiner to another, and feel that this issue remains a 

major problem for the exam board to address. However, we do note at times that many of our boys 

would gain more satisfaction from their results if they themselves took the initiative in learning scales 

and technical exercises just a bit more thoroughly! There is only so much a teacher can do - we are 

musicians, not magicians! However, on a more positive conclusive note, it should be said that many 

of our boys are achieving great things in music - as individuals and collectively. Each plays his part, 

and it is good that music is one of the strands of their school lives, from which many of them emerge 

as pillars of society. JR 
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MUSIC EXAMINATION RESULTS 1998/99 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 

PRACTICAL 

PREPARATORY TEST - Edward Boal 2D (oboe), Trevor Hewitt 2X/W (oboe), Martin Thompson 

2X/W (oboe).  

Grade One Pass with Distinction - Timothy W Parker 1D (trumpet). Pass with Merit - Stuart A 

Maunder 2W (clarinet), Stephen D Milne 2W (trumpet), Steven J O'Hara 2C (trumpet). Pass - James 

J McCune 2W (trumpet), Stephen Mills 2W (clarinet), Paul C T O'Brien 2W (euphonium). 

Grade Two Pass with Merit - David E Addy 1C (clarinet), David J Robinson 2C (clarinet). 

Grade Three Pass with Merit - Lee D Canning 1W (trombone). Pass - Aaron M Barr 1S (viiolin), 

Michael W Howlette 1D (viiolin), David S McCormick 1S (viiolin), Mark T Morris 1C (clarinet), Gareth 

R Proctor 4S (flute). 

Grade Four Pass with Merit - Jason D Blanc 1W (euphonium), Connor W P Hutton 1D (clarinet), 

Andrew D McCausland 2C (euphonium), Peter D McQuillan L6X (clarinet), David R M Patterson 2C 

(bassoon), Adam Smyth 1C (clarinet). Pass - Seth N Bleakley 3D (flute), R Hill Gaston 3X/D, Stephen 

A Gibson U6W (flute), Andrew D Gray 5S (piano), Matthew H S Higginbotham 2W (trumpet), 

Jonathan E McClaughlin 4C (trumpet), Andrew M Spratt 3X (trumpet). 

Grade Five Pass with Merit - Russell C Brown 4C (flute), Andrew M Hawkins 5X/W (oboe), Jonathan 

N Williams 3X (trumpet). Pass - Graeme K Bennett L6S (clarinet), Andrew B Bennett 4S (flute), 

Adrian T W H Dorrian L6S (euphonium), Peter G McGookin 4D (clarinet), Michael J Watts 4W 

(clarinet). 

Grade Six Pass with Merit - Andrew D Kitchen 3X/W (trumpet), Andrew W T McAvoy 3W (trumpet), 

Philip W Vance 3W (oboe). Pass - Sam H Johnston 3D (french horn), Jon B McKinley 4W (french 

horn). 

Grade Seven Pass with Merit — Barkley Bellinger U6C (oboe), Michael D Humphrey 4C 

(saxophone), Tom P Kane 5D (french horn). Pass - Peter A Faull 5S (trumpet), Andrew J McIlhagga 

L6W (clarinet), Nathan T Pope L6D (clarinet), Jonathan D Watts L6W (clarinet). 

Grade Eight Pass - Matthew N Williams 5X/W (bassoon). 

THEORY 

Grade Two Pass with Distinction — Alastair D Goode 3C. 

Grade Five Pass with Distinction - Russell C Brown 4C, Adrian T W H Dorrian L6S, Peter G 

McGookin 4D, Michael J Watts 4X/W. Pass - Andrew B Bennett 4X/S, Gavin T A Browne 4C, David K 
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Coyle 4S, Jonathan S Gibson 5W, Andrew D Kitchen 3X/W, Stephen Macartney 4C, Andrew T W 

McAvoy 3W, Gareth R Proctor 4S, Matthew R H Smith 4S. 

TRINITY COLLEGE OF MUSIC 

ASSOCIATE DIPLOMA (ATCL) — Stuart J Costley (trumpet performer). 

 

NORTHERN IRELAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION EXAMINATIONS 

A-LEVEL - Form Upper Six: Stuart J Costley (A). 

GCSE - Form Five: Peter J Donaldson (B), Peter A Faull (A*), Michael D Fusco (A),  

Benji S Graham (B), Andrew G Jackson (A*), Simon M Jackson (A*), Patrick D Jamison (B), Stephen 

D Johnston (A), Tom P Kane (A*), Chris M McLaughlin (A), Richard D McMaster (A), Tim G Sloan (A), 

R Graham Smyth (B), Joel A Togneri (B), Matthew N Williams (A*),  

Glenn A Woodward (A) and Ciaran H Young (A). 

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 1999/2000 
Mr Stephen Barnett GRNCM Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM 
Mrs Heather Browne BMus, PGCE Mr Brian Overton 
Mr Richard Douglas ATCL Mr Stephen Pickett BMus, ARCM 
Mr Gareth Gilkeson  Mrs G Pickett CertEd 
Mr Ian Livingstone Mr John Savage 
Mrs Heather Marsden GRNCM Mrs Jean Savage LTCL 
 Mr Martin Wall LTCL 
 

TEACHING STAFF 1999/2000 
Mr Jonathan Rea MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL 
Mr Ian A F Hunter BA, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 

(Director of Music) 
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Ed 8 PHOTOGRAPHS  

PLAYING for CANCER RESEARCH 

BLOOMFIELDS SHOPPING CENTRE, CHRISTMAS 1998 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gavin Browne (bassoon) Michael Fusco, Peter McQuillan, Peter Meeke, Graeme Bennett, Jonathan Watts,  
James McCreadie, Michael Watts (clarinets) Gareth Proctor, Andrew Cowan, Hill Gaston (flutes) 

Matthew Smith, Andrew Bennett (flutes) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gavin Browne, Michael Humphrey, David Patterson (bassoons) 
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The hands of Richard Gray (saxophone) 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Andrew Spratt (trumpet) 
Philip McDowell,  
Tom Kane (french horn) 
Paul Wilson (trombone) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Johnston, Andrew Spratt (trumpet), 
Ciaran Young (euphonium) 
Tom Kane, Richard McMaster (french horn) 
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BRASS QUINTET, WINNERS, CARRICKFERGUS MUSIC FESTIVAL, 1999 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Wilson (trombone), Keith Devon (trombone), Philip McDowell (french horn), Stuart Costley (trumpet) 
Chris Sloan (trumpet), Mr Philip Moore (Mod Langs Dept) 

 

MEMBERS, ULSTER YOUTH ORCHESTRA 1999 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Chris Sloan (trumpet), Keith Devon (trombone), Stuart Costley (trumpet), Tom Kane (french horn) 
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Stuart Costley, ATCL, Head Boy 1998-1999 
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Ed THE GRYPHON CONSORT sang daily services in St Paul's Cathedral, London, for a 

week in the summers of 1990, 1992 and 1994. 

It also gave recitals in Westminster 

Abbey, sang services in Her Majesty's 

Free Chapel of St George, Windsor 

Castle, and in Christ Church Cathedral, 

Dublin, as well as recording and 

broadcasting both on television and 

radio. 

Membership was drawn from past and 

present pupils, staff, their families and 

friends of BGS.  It rehearsed weekly in 

the Music Department and sang monthly 

Choral Evensongs in St George's 

Church, Belfast. 

IAN HUNTER who directed the Gryphon 

Consort, pictured here during a rehearsal 

in the Christ Church Cathedral Song 

Room, Dublin, began his musical life as a 

boy chorister in Belfast Cathedral.  Since 

then he pursued his love of church music 

as choirmaster and organist in a number 

of churches - notably Bangor Parish where 

music under his direction, 1972-1989 

received national and international acclaim 

through radio and television broadcasts, 

recordings and representing the United Kingdom in 'The International Let The People Sing' 

competition. From November 1989 Ian Hunter confined his music-making to BGS.   
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  ‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 51 

1999-2000 

As in past years, musicians performed at the usual School public occasions - Speech Day, 

Remembrance Day, Carol Services, Open Day and Open Evening and the Annual Concert – now 

moved to before Easter.  

 

Throughout the year we have continued to organise as many pupils as possible and as often as 

possible to attend Ulster Orchestra Concerts in both the Ulster and Waterfront Halls. Under a most 

generous and encouraging scheme sponsored by Calor Gas, pupils have the opportunity to hear 

wonderful music played live for £1 per concert! We are grateful to the orchestra’s administration for 

looking after us so very well. 

 

This year saw Keith Devon (trombone), Tom Kane (french horn) and Matthew Williams (bassoon) join 

formers pupil-trumpeters Stuart Costley and Chris Sloan in the ranks of the Ulster Youth Orchestra. 

We hope that BGS membership of this splendid group of young people will increase year by year. 

 

Music examination practical results for 1999/2000 are given below. For the first time the Associated 

Board of the Royal Schools of Music results include candidates entered for percussion. Also included 

for the first time are the results for some few candidates entered for Trinity College of Music, London, 

examinations. 

 

For a number of years now we have been expressing concern about variations in examiners' marking 

standards. It is quite literally the case that one examiner's pass is another's distinction (and vice 

versa!) and this has serious implications for us whose annual candidates are divided between the 

three examining sessions and, therefore, at least three different examiners. Spreading our wings into 

Trinity is in an attempt to do what is best for our candidates. Nevertheless, it always seems to be the 

case that scales could do with more practice and sight-reading receive more attention! 

 

To all our tutors we express grateful thanks for all the hard work which they do. BGS is fortunate to 

have such dedicated and talented teachers coming in to teach its pupils on so many instruments. 

From their midst we have, however, said sad farewell to Mrs Heather Browne who has left us to 

pursue more full-time class teaching elsewhere. She leaves with both our grateful thanks and all good 

wishes go for the future. 
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Two years ago writing here about 'music technology' I wrote: “The possibilities with the combination of 

a computer, a keyboard and a sound module never cease to amaze me. Similarly, the ease and 

enthusiasm with which the young take to this medium of composition and music-making, and the 

quality of their work, just leave me wishing that I were about forty years younger!” ICT/Music 

Technology is used extensively in our candidates’ GCSE compositions and the standard of their work 

is shown in the CCEA Report which says: “An excellent variety of folios presented exhibiting creativity 

and thorough understanding of technology. . . . Well done on such high standards. . . . 

Congratulations on quality of multi-tracked compositions.” This is a fair reflection both of boys’ work 

and their teaching – please note that I don’t take this part of the course! 

 

A major development during the year was to expand our ICT/MT facilities by converting the 

department’s library/store/staff room into a third teaching room which now houses nine stations with 

computers (AppleMacs) (incl appropriate software) and keyboards. This was an inspired idea which 

has proved to be unreservedly successful. The facility is used extensively throughout the day and the 

room is rarely idle at break and lunchtimes and after the school day ends. Our next ventures in 

ICT/MT include: replacing the old AppleMacs (inherited from the elsewhere in the school) with PCs so 

that school and home is compatible for pupils and their work; moving ICT/MT into Key Stage 3 in a 

major way and updating software. 

 

It is important to note that the new (June 2001) AS Music examination (taken in Lower Sixth) has 

three compulsory modules, of which one may use ICT/MT, together with two others to be chosen from 

a list of seven. Of these seven, two must, and one may, use ICT/MT. So a candidate may take this 

examination with up to 60% ICT/MT! In 2002 this will continue into AL GCE Music (taken in Upper 

Sixth). This, in turn, reflects the increasing number of Music Technology courses and degrees now 

offered by universities. (The music industry is the second largest employer in the UK only being 

surpassed by tourism.)  

 

Each summer sees a number of musicians leaving the BGS to continue their education elsewhere, to 

start work or to join the ever-growing number of students taking gap years between school and 

whatever comes next. Amongst last June’s leavers were Nick Arnold, Graeme Bennett, Keith Devon, 

Adrian Dorrian, Richard Gray, Philip McDowell, Kevin McGlade, Andrew McIlhagga, Peter McQuillan, 

Nathan Pope, Peter Rodgers, Christopher Smallwoods, Matthew Smith, Jonathan Watts and Paul 
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Wilson. It would be impossible to over-estimate the contribution which such a large group of young 

men made to the musical life of this school during their time here. I say it so frequently: “It is young 

people such as these who give me hope for the future of this country and of civilisation as an whole.” 

We wish them well for the years ahead. 

 

Thanks are also due to those pupils who continue with us. There is so much musicianship, goodwill, 

humour, generosity and kindness amongst them – if only they could all be early for rehearsals so that 

we could start punctually at 8:15 am! It’s not that early, is it?  

 

We thank everyone both within and without its precincts who supports Music in the School. BGS is 

indeed fortunate in its teaching, administration, catering, maintenance and cleaning staff – I suspect 

that many who benefit from these on a daily basis will only truly appreciate them in retrospect. 

 

Finally thanks are due to Mr Jonathan Rea. Even though I met him first when examining him for his 

GCSE music practical (and I am older than his father), he is a wonderful colleague and friend. 

Marriage to Gill has only increased his many fine qualities. His eternal patience, with his educational, 

musical and administrative skills, benefits very pupil he teaches and every boy in this school. IAFH 

 

MUSIC EXAMINATION RESULTS 1999/2000 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 

PRACTICAL  

Grade One Pass with Distinction - Edward G Boal 3D (piano); Mark S T McCabe 2X/W 

(percussion). Pass with Merit - Chris J Baird 3C (percussion); David S Douglas 2S (oboe); Stephen J 

Robinson 1C (trumpet). Pass - Craig I Donaldson 1C (trumpet); Philip T Maitland 3D (trombone); 

Gavin L Mitchell 1C (trumpet); Graham R Ritchie 1S (trombone); James M Wilson 2W (euphonium). 

Grade Two Pass with Distinction - Edward G Boal 3D (oboe); Philip D J Dunne 2C (oboe). Pass - 

Stuart A Maunder 3W (clarinet); Greg C Murray 2X/S (guitar). 

Grade Three Pass with Distinction - Ben A Dawson 3X/D (piano). Pass with Merit - David E Addy 

2D (clarinet); James H Ferguson 2W (euphonium); Alexander S Gracey 4W (trombone); Jonathan D 

Hegan 4X/D (trombone); Tim W Parker 2D (trumpet); Stephen A H Rea 4C (trumpet). Pass - 

Jonathan B McDowell 3X (trumpet); Paul C T O'Brien 3W (euphonium). 
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Grade Four Pass with Merit - Colin J McIlhagga 1W (trumpet); Lee D Canning 2W (trombone); 

Michael W Howlette 2D (violin); David P Mailey 1D (tuba). Pass - Andrew J Bailie 1D (trumpet); 

Patrick S Baird 1C (clarinet); Philip Hagen 1S (clarinet); Mark T Morris 2C (clarinet); Gareth R Proctor 

5S (flute); David Stewart 1S (trumpet); Neil R Watson 1W (bassoon). 

Grade Five Pass with Distinction - Adrian T W H Dorrian U6S (tuba). Pass with Merit - Jason D 

Blanc 2W (euphonium); Andrew T Cowan 4D (flute); R Hill Gaston 4X (flute); Andrew D McCausland 

3C (euphonium); David J Robinson 3C (clarinet); R Graham Smyth L6C (violin). Pass - Jonathan S 

Gibson L6W (trumpet); Connor W P Hutton 2D (clarinet); Mark S Johnston 4X (flute); Jonathan E 

McClaughlin 5C (trumpet); Peter D McQuillan U6S (clarinet); Robbie S Reid 4C (clarinet); Adam C 

Smyth 2C (clarinet); Andrew M Spratt 4X (trumpet). 

Grade Six Pass with Merit - Andrew B Bennett 5X (flute); Russell C Brown 5C (flute); Adrian T W H 

Dorrian U6S (euphonium); Timothy G Sloan L6S (trombone); Jonathan N Williams 4X (trumpet). Pass 

- Nicholas M Arnold L6X (saxophone). 

Grade Seven Pass with Merit - Andrew M Hawkins L6X/W (oboe); Sam H Johnston 4D (french 

horn); Andrew D Kitchen 4X (trumpet); Andrew T W McAvoy 4W (trumpet); Jon B McKinley 5W 

(french horn). Pass - Philip T B Bownes U6D (piano); Stephen D Johnston L6S (trumpet); Christopher 

M McLaughlin L6S (trumpet); Glenn A Woodward L6C (trumpet). 

Grade Eight Pass with Merit - Peter A Faull U6S (trumpet); Thomas P Kane L6D (french horn); 

Andrew J McIlhagga U6W (clarinet); Christopher W J Smallwoods U6S (trumpet); Ciaran H Young 

L6W (euphonium). 

 

TRINITY COLLEGE OF MUSIC 

GRADE 2: Pass – Alan D Stewart 2X/C (electric guitar) 

GRADE 5: Pass – Luke A Chambers 2X/S (electric guitar) 

GRADE 8: Pass – Nathan T Pope U6D (clarinet) 

 

NORTHERN IRELAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION EXAMINATIONS 

A-LEVEL - Form Upper Six: Keith S G Devon (A); Philip S McDowell (B); Nathan T Pope (C). 

GCSE - Form Five: Andrew B Bennett (A); Russell C Brown (A*); Gavin T A Browne (A); David K 

Coyle (A); James S McG Devon (A); Michael D Humphrey (A*); Stephen Macartney (A); Peter G 

McGookin (B); Jon B McKinley (A*); Gareth R Proctor (A*); Michael J Watts (A). 
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INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2000/2001 

Mr Stephen Barnett GRNCM Mr Brian Overton 

Mr Richard Douglas ATCL Mr Stephen Pickett BMus, ARCM 

Mr Gareth Gilkeson  Mrs Gill Pickett CertEd 

Mr Ian Livingstone Mr John Savage 

Mrs Heather Marsden GRNCM Mrs Jean Savage LTCL 

Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM Mr Martin Wall LTCL 

 

TEACHING STAFF 2000/2001 

Mr Jonathan Rea MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL 

Mr Ian A F Hunter BA, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 
(Director of Music) 
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Ed  4 PHOTOGRAPHS 

MUSIC TECHNOLOGY 1999-2000 

9 COMPUTER STATIONS, TEACHING ROOM 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLOSE-UP, TEACHING ROOM 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

9 Computer Stations in Music Department Teaching Room 3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1 AppleMac 
Performa 6320 

Running 
Logic v 2.6 

with a 
Roland XP10 
Synthesiser 

7 AppleMac LC III s 
Running MicroLogic 

with XP10 Synthesisers 

1 Performa 6320 
AppleMac 

Running Logic 2.6 
with a 

Roland JV30 
Synthesiser 

and SC-88VL 
Sound Module 

Headphones allow up to 18 
people (2 per station) to work in 

this room at any one time 

Close-Up Of One Of The Stations in Teaching Room 3 
 

 

Each colour on 
screen represents 
everything about 
each independent 
line of music in the 

composition - 
including where it 

starts and ends 
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STATION 11, TEACHING ROOM 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Station 11 in Music Department Teaching Room 2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PC Running 
Logic Audio 

Gold V 4 
and 

Sibelius For 
Windows 

Roland 
SC-88 VL 

Sound Module 

Roland HP330e 

Digital Piano 

Station 10, Best Equipped Station, Own Room for Audio Recording 
Visible through large glass window, Teaching Room 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Alessis 8 
Monitor 

Speakers 

PC Running 
Logic Audio 
Gold v 3.6 

Folio 
Notepad 

Mixing Desk 

Computer 
Keyboard 

Four Track 
Tape Recorder 

Roland 
SK-88 Pro 
Keyboard 

Technics PX55 
Digital Piano 

Headphone 
Alternative to 

Speakers 
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Ed 3 PHOTOGRAPHS 

ORCHESTRA, MUSIC ROOM 1, ORLIT BUILDING, COLLEGE AVENUE, 1999 
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‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 52 

2000-2001 

Music in Bangor Grammar School continues to thrive. Without doubt the most significant event in the 

last year has been the retirement, after 32 years of service, of the school’s first full-time Director of 

Music, Ian Hunter. Elsewhere in this Gryphon there is an attempt to sum up his enormous contribution 

to the school, but undoubtedly he will be remembered and missed in the Music Department for a long 

time. Mrs Karen Gordon joins the teaching staff of the Music Department on a part-time basis. She 

gained a first-class honours degree in Music and Queen’s University Belfast, and is currently 

combining her work in BGS with the post of Director of Music at Hamilton Road Presbyterian Church. 

We wish her all the best as she settles here and hope that she will soon feel very much at home in the 

musical life of the school. We also welcome Mr Philip Moore and Mr Robert Stevenson from Modern 

Languages and English, who are teaching a number of Music classes this year. 

 

Within the past year, musicians performed at all the usual school occasions – Speech Day, 

Remembrance Day, the School Play, the Carol Services, Open Day and the Spring Concert. The 

Concert Band played Christmas music at Bloomfields Shopping Centre, once again raising well over 

£1000 for Cancer Research.  

 

The year was one in which many individual musical successes were achieved. Ciaran Young and 

Matthew Williams gained ATCL Diplomas; Ciaran Young also gained a place in the National Youth 

Brass Band, and leaves the school to take up a place at the prestigious Royal Northern College of 

Music in Manchester. Thomas Kane, a distinguished French Horn player, left the school to take up a 

place at the Royal College of Music in London. Thomas Kane, Michael Humphrey, David Coyle and 

Peter Faull gained places in the Ulster Youth Orchestra. Jon McKinley was offered a place in both the 

Ulster Youth Orchestra and the Ulster Youth Theatre, opting ultimately to take the latter, but using his 

musical skills in the process. Gareth Gardner was placed among the top three contestants in a 

number of national and international competitions in bagpipe playing. Many schools would be 

delighted to have just one of these remarkable successes, and it is a tribute to the dedication of our 

boys that so many of them do so well.  

It is also a tribute to our excellent team of Instrumental Tuition staff. We are fortunate to have 

extremely high calibre in this area, and the successes of the boys and of the 



 

171 

 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

department as a whole would not be possible without their work. This year we said good-bye to 

Heather Marsden and Gareth Gilkeson. Heather taught violin in the school for many years, while 

Gareth has the distinction of having introduced percussion tuition. He has done a superb job of 

making this very popular in such a short space of time. In Heather’s place we welcome Richard 

Hadwen, an Ulster Orchestra player, and in Gareth’s place Matthew White – currently a student at 

QUB – joins us to teach percussion. We look forward to seeing future developments in both of these 

areas.  

 

The exam results for the year are posted below. As with everything there is always room for 

improvements in some areas, but in general the picture is a very good one, with an encouraging 

number of merits and distinctions. 

 

The Music Department continues to offer the opportunity for boys to hear Ulster Orchestra concerts 

for the princely sum of one pound, thanks to the Ulster Orchestra’s sponsorship scheme. It would be 

good to see a higher level of interest in the performance of live music, represented by more people 

attending these concerts when the opportunity is given.  

 

The Department has continued to expand and refine its superb facilities for Music Technology. Old 

AppleMacs have been supplemented by newer PCs and the enthusiasm in the boys for using 

computers to make music has not waned. The results are impressive too. Of our six candidates who 

took AS level Music modules last year, four gained full marks in modules which used Music 

Technology. Amidst the teething problems which all schools have encountered with the new AS and 

A2 exams, we are basically very encouraged with the opportunities for musicians to focus on areas of 

strength as they work. We have tried to approach the teaching of this new course with considerable 

scope for pupil-driven choice, and by and large I think the boys have appreciated and enjoyed this.  

 

Each year the Music Department bids farewell to a large number of distinguished players, and this 

year was no exception. This year we said goodbye to Peter Donaldson, Peter Faull, James Ferguson, 

Michael Fusco, Jonathan Gibson, Andrew Hawkins, Andrew Jackson, Patrick Jamison, Stephen 

Johnston, Thomas Kane, Jonathan Legg, Chris McLaughlin, Richard McMaster, Chris Scott, Timothy 

Sloan, Graham Smyth, Matthew Williams, Glenn Woodward and Ciaran Young and we wish them 

every success in whatever they choose to do next.  
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Finally, a word of thanks to everyone involved in or supportive of Music. To parents who facilitate 

boys’ arrivals at dawn rehearsals, provide the lessons and support events by their attendance; to 

colleagues throughout school who tolerate all the inconvenience that School Music involves; to the 

tutors who bring the best out of the boys and finally to the boys themselves, for their dedication and 

commitment to the subject. Without the support of all of these people, the Music Department would be 

unable to enjoy the success it does.  

 

MUSIC EXAMINATION RESULTS 2000/01 

COUNCIL FOR THE CURRICULUM, EXAMINATIONS AND ASSESSMENT 

GCE A-LEVEL  

Grade A  Matthew Williams 
Grade B Peter Faull 
Grade C Stephen Johnston, Tom Kane, Chris McLaughlin, Ciaran Young 

GCE AS-LEVEL 

Grade A Russell Brown, Michael Humphrey, Gareth Proctor 
Grade B Stephen Macartney, Jon McKinley 
Grade C David Coyle 

GCSE LEVEL 

Grade A* Mark Johnston, Sam Johnston, Jonathan Williams 
Grade A Hill Gaston, Jonathan Hegan, Andrew Kitchen, Andrew McAvoy, Robbie Reid 
Grade B Andrew Spratt 

TRINITY COLLEGE, LONDON 

ATCL DIPLOMA 
Matthew Williams (Bassoon) 
Ciaran Young (Euphonium) 

 

THE ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 

Name Surname Grade Instrument Result 

Andrew R Hawkins 8 oboe Merit 
Michael D Fusco 8 clarinet Pass 
 

Jason D Blanc 7 euphonium Pass 
Jonathan N Williams 7 trumpet Pass 
Philip W Vance 7 oboe Distinction 
Andrew B Bennett 7 flute Merit 
Russell C Brown 7 flute Merit 
Michael J Watts 7 clarinet Pass 
Peter G McGookin 7 clarinet Merit 
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Michael J Walters 6 trombone Distinction 
Andrew T Cowan 6 flute Merit 
Mark S Johnston 6 flute Merit 
Hill R Gaston 6 flute Merit 
 
David P Mailey 5 tuba Merit 
Andrew J Bailie 5 trumpet Pass 
Colin J McIlhagga 5 trumpet Merit 
Neil Watson 5 bassoon Pass 
Neil Watson 5 bassoon Pass 
James H Ferguson 5 euphonium Merit 
Paul C T O'Brien 5 euphonium Pass 
Jonathan D Hegan 5 trombone Pass 
Christopher S Allen 5 clarinet Pass 
Gareth R Proctor 5 flute Merit 
 

Owen G N Loftus 4 saxophone Merit 
Aaron M Barr 4 violin Merit 
David S McCormick 4 violin Merit 
Tim W Parker 4 trumpet Merit 
Jonathan B McDowell 4 trumpet Pass 
Steven J O'Hara 4 trumpet Merit 
Benjamin A Dawson 4 piano Merit 
Stephen A H Rea 4 trumpet Pass 
 

Graham  Hegan 3 tuba Distinction 
Andrew W Flack 3 trumpet Merit 
Philip J Dunne 3 oboe Pass 
David S Douglas 3 oboe Distinction 
Stephen J O'Hara 3 trumpet Pass 
Edward G Boal 3 oboe Merit 
Matthew J Crawford 2 French horn Pass 
Craig N Lynn 2 clarinet Merit 
Stephen J Robinson 2 trumpet Merit 
Graeme R Ritchie 2 trombone Pass 
Adam E McClure 2 French horn Merit 
Jonathan R MacDonald 2 clarinet Pass 
David S Douglas 2 oboe Distinction 
Benjamin C Worthington 2 bassoon Distinction 
Philip T Maitland 2 trombone Pass 
Edward G Boal 2 oboe Merit 
 

Adam J Scott 1 oboe Merit 
J R Matthew Baillie 1 flute Merit 
Charles A Clements 1 trumpet Pass 
William R Baker 1 oboe Merit 
Matthew J Crawford 1 French horn Distinction 
Tim A Gaston 1 flute Pass 
Robert H J Blair 1 trombone Merit 
Ian W B Jones 1 piano Distinction 



 

174 

 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

Richard D H Thompson 1 flute Merit 
Ross J L Carson 1 flute Merit 
Jamie H Clegg 1 euphonium Merit 
Joel P Ormsby 1 trumpet Pass 
Kyle R Loughlin 1 trumpet Merit 
Eduard  Zatriqi 1 piano Merit 
Omar  Zatriqi 1 piano Distinction 
Adam Evans McClure 1 French horn Distinction 
Eduard Zatriqi 1 clarinet Merit 
Omar  Zatriqi 1 clarinet Distinction 
Michael J Adamson 1 flute Merit 
Matthew A Nesbitt 1 percussion Merit 
David K  Coyle 1 piano Merit 
 

Benjamin W Farmer Prep piano  
Adam J Scott Prep oboe  
William R Baker Prep oboe  
James H Hunniford Prep piano  
Andrew K Faulkner Prep piano  
 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2001/02 

Mr Stephen Barnett GRNCM Mr Stephen Pickett BMus, ARCM 

Mr Richard Douglas ATCL Mrs Gill Pickett CertEd 

Mr Richard Hadwen GRNCM  Mr John Savage 

Mr Ian Livingstone Mrs Jean Savage LTCL 

Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM Mr Martin Wall LTCL 

Mr Brian Overton Mr Matthew White 

 

TEACHING STAFF 2001/0 

Mr Robert Stevenson BA, PGCE, ATCL* 

Mr Philip Moore BA, PGCE* 

*part-time in the Music Department 

Mrs Karen Gordon BMus, PGCE, ALCM (part-time) 

Mr Jonathan Rea MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL 
(Director of Music) 
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Ed  1 PHOTOGRAPH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff, Summer Term 2001, Front Quad 
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IAN HUNTER, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 1969-2001 

Jonathan Rea, 'The Gryphon', December, 2001 

 

It gives me great pleasure to be able to pay something of a tribute to the work of my recently retired 

colleague and friend Ian Hunter. Thirty-two years is a very long time to stay in one place, and I 

confess that I approach the task of trying to sum it up with more than a little nervousness, not least 

because I wasn't even born when Ian began working here.  

 

Ian joined the school in 1969, its first full time music teacher, charged with the responsibility to "build 

up Music as a significant part of the school's curriculum". There is no doubt that he has done that. The 

departmental inventory was very simple when he came, 3 piles of songbooks and 6 LP records. From 

that has grown a department which is justifiably proud of its status in the school. Besides the role 

played by Music in the curriculum, around 1/6 of the school now has lessons on a musical instrument, 

good in any school, but exceptional in an all-boys environment.  

 

Ian has always maintained very high standards. Even as a child he had the distinction of being head 

chorister at Belfast Cathedral for not one but two years. In fact, extensive research in the archives has 

revealed that he was actually given the Ambrose C Benson award for reverence and neatness!  

 

More seriously, Ian has achieved a tremendous amount. After education at Annadale Grammar 

School he went to Stranmillis University College where he completed a four-year CertEd course. 

While at Stranmillis, he found the time to gain diplomas from two of the London music Colleges. In the 

early years of his teaching he completed a BA from the Open University, and just in the last three 

years he gained (with distinction!) an MSc in Educational Technology from the University of Ulster.  

 

Here in Bangor Grammar School, Ian has helped many boys to gain success in exams, many have 

reached Grade VIII in the Associated Board exam system and several have gone on beyond that, 

leaving school with diplomas from the Music Colleges. Just to take one example, Ian left the school in 

a year where two boys in Upper Sixth were leaving to go to Music College, two gained the ATCL 

diploma, and three others were enrolling in Music-related courses at Universities. Ian has in no small 

measure played his part in facilitating these successes and the many others over the years. As well 

as these individual triumphs, Ian has also developed high standards of musical performance in the 

various groups which perform here in school, forever reminding them of such bons mots as: "You 

don't get a second chance to make a first impression". Whether in choral or instrumental music, Ian 

worked hard to keep the standards high. Another success worth mentioning is the fact that through 
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the efforts of the Concert Band playing at Bloomfields under his direction over £10,000 have been 

raised for Cancer Research, no mean feat.  

 

Outside the school Ian is best known for his years with various church choirs, most notably that of 

Bangor Parish Church where he established standards met by very few choirs in this country. The 

choir performed in most of the prestigious Church Music venues in Great Britain and Ireland, made 

two recordings for international release and several broadcasts, as well as maintaining an arduous 

schedule of services here in Bangor. Those years established Ian as a well-known name in musical 

circles in Ireland.  

 

Although he and I are close friends, I think it is probably fair to suggest that Ian did not have the 

reputation of being easy to work with! I think this is because Ian has a no-compromise approach to 

most of his work. Whether in or out of school, he always had the same philosophy on rehearsals. You 

could miss one if you liked, provided you produced your death certificate as evidence that you could 

not be there. Ian loves principles. Those of us who have been with Ian in staff meetings know that he 

was often the one with the courage to speak out for his principles. He is pretty much fearless and 

what you see is exactly what you get. Bizarrely enough, there have been many occasions when I 

have been grateful for that! 

 

Ian believed very strongly that school discipline was of crucial importance. Hunter folklore records a 

day when he became a bit worked up in a rehearsal, lost the rag completely, lifted a violin and 

smashed it over a desk. What not many people know is that Ian claims the smashing of the violin was 

entirely planned in a radical attempt to give the group a little more focus! Whatever the case, legend 

says that it was never necessary to repeat the charade. A reference written very early in Ian’s career 

points out that: 

 

One of his chief assets was his control of pupils, he had natural classroom ability and always had 

control. Ian Hunter is a gifted musician and a hard worker 

 

Ian’s musicianship is quite special, but the most noteworthy aspect of his music making is in the way 

he brings the best out of people making music with him. Over the years the striking thing has been 

that Ian has managed to be a very positive influence on a large number of people, some of whom 

were written off by the establishment at large. Ian has at times exhibited a tremendous ability to get 

through to boys, often by being very direct with them, making an impact at times when it really 

mattered, and where others had previously failed to do so. Perhaps this facet of his work is best 

summed up in the words of Paddy Crothers who was kind enough to send me the following tribute: 
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“I have known Ian for 24 years now. He is looking better than he has ever done – sort of like an 

elderly Phil Mitchell from Eastenders! It is difficult to put into words the sense of gratitude that I feel 

towards Ian. Without Ian I would never have learnt all 4 verses of Personent Hodie, the rude version 

of Adam Lay y Bounden and the real words to the school song! Whilst the many, many musical highs 

will never be recaptured, the memories will never fade.  

 

Its funny how someone I spent most of my formative years fighting with turned out to be perhaps one 

of the most influential figures in my life and someone whom I now regard as a friend.”  

 

I think this perhaps better sums Ian up than any of the other achievements or musical feats he 

achieved. People have fought with Ian and many have lived in trepidation of what he might say or do 

next. But ultimately most people find that his integrity, his generosity of spirit and his desire to 

maintain high standards in life as in music, enables them to enjoy good friendship with him. Ian is very 

much missed in school, but we wish him all the very best for a long, fulfilling retirement as he embarks 

a new lifestyle of teaching Information Technology part time, relaxing in sunny climes and enjoying a 

complete absence of frantic activity. JR 

 

 Ed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ian A F Hunter BA, MSc, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 

Director of Music, September 1979 - August 2001 
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 ‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 53 

2001-2002 

The Music Department has had another busy year and I count myself privileged to work somewhere 

where so many fine people make so much fine music. It is a pleasure to welcome formally to the 

Music Department a new full-time teaching colleague, Miss Deidre Cannon. Since graduating from the 

University of Ulster, Miss Cannon has taught in several schools in Northern Ireland – most recently as 

Acting Head of Music in Wallace High School. We wish her every success in her new post here in 

BGS.  

 

At the end of last term we had to say goodbye to two of our instrumental tutors – Steve and Gillian 

Pickett. Although they had been teaching in BGS for only 3 years (bassoon and piano respectively), 

they made their mark on the Music Department, and their friendship and professionalism are missed. 

Steve has left his position as a bassoonist in the Ulster Orchestra and moved to work as Education 

Manager of the Hallé Orchestra in Manchester – a job for which he is supremely well suited. Gillian 

and their family have moved with him, and Gillian will continue to teach piano. We wish them all the 

very best for the future. In Steve’s place we welcome Mrs Janet Gibson to teach bassoon. Gillian’s 

pupils are now taught by Mrs Karen Gordon, who joined the Music Department last year as a part-

time class teacher, and is now specialising in individual piano tuition.  

 

A large number of musically-talented pupils also moved on to new places. We send good wishes to 

Andrew Bennett, Russell Brown, Gavin Browne, David Coyle, Michael Humphrey, Stephen 

Macartney, Peter McGookin, Jon McKinley, Gareth Proctor, Michael Watts and Matthew Wilson as 

they consider their future beyond BGS. They were a year group of truly exceptional talent who will be 

remembered fondly for a long time.  

 

As ever, a number of individuals had noteworthy successes. Michael Humphrey has gained a place to 

read Music at Merton College, Oxford – he also left school with high ABRSM Grade VIII results in 

both bassoon and saxophone – an unusual and remarkable achievement. Jon McKinley also gained 

Grade VIII in two instruments - piano and French Horn - and he leaves to take up a place on a 

prestigious Music and Drama course in Manchester. Michael and Jon, along with David Coyle, Ben 

Dawson and Andrew Kitchen gained places in the Ulster Youth Orchestra, representing the school as 

instrumentalists at the highest possible level in Northern Ireland. The fact that they joined three former 
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pupils of BGS in the orchestra – Keith Devon, Peter Faull and Thomas Kane, meant that our school 

had one of the strongest representations in this impressive group.  

 

Besides the Ulster Youth Orchestra it is encouraging to report on other pupils who have taken the 

opportunity to represent the school musically in groups outside our own Music Department. For the 

first time this year we had a pupil gain a place on the Ulster Youth Choir’s Summer Course and we 

congratulate Jonathan Baird on this fine achievement - he also sang in the New Irish Chamber Choir. 

Andrew Bailie and Matthew Irwin attended a residential course in military music run by the Army. A 

substantial number of pupils continue to perform as members of the various ensembles in the South 

Eastern Education and Library Board, in local Brass Bands and in groups they organise themselves. 

Of particular note are the band An Imperfect Art, consisting of Michael Howlette, Luke Chambers, 

Alan Stewart, and Jeff Currie. They have recently produced a CD of original compositions, performed 

in their own concert in Hamilton House which was favourably reviewed in local press, and they are 

also providing music in some of the key venues in Belfast on an increasingly regular basis. Richard 

Graham and Chris McEvoy are also part of the increasingly successful band - Made in Korea – who 

have had an impressive line up of engagements in recent months. Professionally managed, they have 

been involved in a number of events organised by Wonderland Promotions and are releasing their 

first album at Christmas.  

 

BGS members of the Ulster Youth Orchestra: L-R: Andrew Kitchen, Tom Kane, David Coyle, Jon McKinley, Peter Faull, 
Ben Dawson, Keith Devon and Michael Humphrey 

 

Within school, musicians have continued to perform at all the annual occasions - Speech Day, 

Remembrance Day, the School Play, the Carol Services, Open Day and the Spring Concert. The 

Concert Band played Christmas music at Bloomfields Shopping Centre, raising £2,200 for the Ulster 
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Cancer Foundation. This brings the total raised by BGS musicians in Bloomfields to over £12,000. A 

newly-formed band of elite musicians, known modestly as the Dream Team also performed Christmas 

Music at the Flagship Centre. In January a Wind Ensemble performed music at the opening of the 

new Chemistry and Technology Department in the presence of the Secretary of State.  

 

In addition, school musicians received a number of invitations to perform in public outside of school. 

In September, we provided music for a charity function run by the Soroptomists. This was the first of a 

number of occasions in the year where we had the pleasure of listening to Jazztime with Good 

Company, a promising group of jazz musicians whose exploits can be explored in greater detail on 

their website – www.jazztimeonline.co.uk - It was also for this occasion that a group of pupils formed 

our new Barber Shop Group, whose singing – in public and in private went on to be one of the 

hallmarks of the academic year. At Christmas a group of musicians led by Russell Brown performed 

seasonal music at a community event in the Kilmaine area and subsequently in Grace Neill’s 

restaurant in Donaghadee. In May, the Dream Team performed on a beautiful summer day at Helen’s 

Bay Parish Church Fête. A small group of school musicians (Gareth Proctor, Russell Brown and 

Michael Humphrey) also provided entertainment both at the wedding ceremony and the reception of 

our Head of Mathematics, Dr Noel Riddell.  

 

It has to be said, however, that for many people in the Music Department, the highlight of the year 

was an incredibly successful concert by the band known as Archie’s Magic Fergus. Orignially set up 

to provide incidental music for the School Play, this group bonded so well and made such fine music 

that they decided to go out on a limb and do their own concert. By themselves they organised over 20 

participants, ticket production, rehearsals, musical arrangements, auditions of soloists, liaison with 

senior staff, sound, lighting, choice of songs, marketing and choreography and produced an evening 

of superlative musical excellence, which raised £650 for Marie Curie Cancer Care. It was a 

tremendous pleasure to see the overwhelming creativity and to know that the organisers had done it 

by themselves for such a worthy cause. The sights and sounds of the evening will stick in the mind for 

a very long time, and although it is risky to mention names I am going to take that risk and recall a few 

key moments: 

The sight of Sam Johnston’s amazing expanding hair and his phenomenally striking opening to I feel 

good 

The terrifyingly realistic portrayal of Ann Robinson by Russell Brown, compère for the evening 

The solidity and professionalism of Gareth Proctor’s piano playing 

http://www.jazztimeonline.co.uk/
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The moving rendition of Desperado by Michael Humphrey on solo piano and vocal 

The incredible versatility of Stephen Macartney’s many voices, employed in at least four totally 

different musical styles during the course of the evening.  

 

Although these were some of my own personal favourite moments of the evening, the most striking 

element of all was the general good feeling which the concert generated among all in the Music 

Department. For all of the effort, fun and musicianship of everyone involved, huge congratulations and 

a million thanks.  

 

The exam results for the year are listed in full below, and represent all grades taken within the 

school’s own instrumental tuition system, but it is worth pointing out that overall, 11 Grade VIII passes 

were gained by our pupils last year. This is most impressive and we congratulate each of the boys 

concerned on the basis that to reach this high standard requires a very great deal of work. We also 

owe a debt of gratitude to the diligence, talent and patience of our fine team of instrumental tutors 

who work with enthusiasm to bring the best out of our boys.  

 

The Music Department continues to develop its resources to try to keep abreast of modern 

technological developments. This year we were able to enhance our recording facilities with a 

Yamaha MD8s Multitrack minidisc recorder, two effects units and a fine Audio CD writer. This makes 

the process of preserving pupils’ compositions much easier than previously and the advance in quality 

over the cassette tapes we were using until recently is substantial. We were also in the position to 

purchase a small number of orchestral instruments to replace some of our oldest and poorest-quality 

instruments and this investment in the future is most welcome.  

 

To conclude the report on the Music Department’s activities for the year I must mention our CD. The 

quality of the music making of the year was such that it was felt a CD would be a good project to 

undertake to promote the Music Department and to preserve the work boys had done. The result is a 

vibrant and varied CD which is now available for purchase. Although demand has been good, there 

are still some CDs left to be purchased, and in thanking everyone who supports the Music 

Department in any way, I would encourage you to purchase a copy if you have not already done so. 

They are now available from the school library, priced at just £10. For all the support of the ethos of 

Music in BGS which comes from friends, staff, pupils and parents, thank you again and long may it all 

continue! 

JR 
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MUSIC EXAMINATION RESULTS 2001-2002 

COUNCIL FOR THE CURRICULUM, EXAMINATIONS AND ASSESSMENT 

GCE A2-LEVEL  

Grade A  Russell Brown, Michael Humphrey, Gareth Proctor 

Grade B David Coyle, Stephen Macartney, Jon McKinley 

GCE AS-LEVEL 

Grade A Jonathan Baird, Richard Graham, Mark Johnston, Sam Johnston, Andrew Kitchen, 

Jonathan Smyth, Jonathan Williams 

Grade B Jonathan Hegan, Robbie Reid 

Grade C Chris McEvoy 

GCSE LEVEL 

Grade A* David Robinson, Michael Walters 

Grade A Ben Dawson, Gareth Gardner, Andrew McCausland, Jonathan McDowell 

Grade B Joshua Bell, Philip Whyte, Glenn Williams 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC  

and TRINITY COLLEGE, LONDON, 2001-2002 

Forename Surname Grade Instrument Result Year 

Christopher Barbour 1 Clarinet Distinction 8 
Scott Dalglish 1 Euphonium Merit 9 
Craig Donaldson 1 Euphonium Pass 10 
Robin Gordon 1 Guitar Pass 9 
James Hunniford 1 Piano Pass 9 
Steven Laughlin 1 Clarinet Distinction 9 
Patrick McAlister 1 Guitar Pass 9 
Matthew McLain 1 Guitar Pass 9 
Gregory Quee 1 Clarinet Distinction 8 
Nathanael Shaw 1 Clarinet Pass 8 
Michael Adamson 2 Flute Merit 11 
William Baker 2 Oboe Pass 8 
Michael Campbell 2 Trumpet Pass 8 
Ross Carson 2 Flute Pass 9 
David Coyle 2 Piano Pass 14 
Connor Gibson 2 Flute Merit 9 
David Gibson 2 Flute Merit 9 
Steven Hughes 2 Guitar Pass 8 
Ryan Irvine 2 Clarinet Pass 9 
Ian Jones 2 Piano Pass 9 
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Joel Ormsby 2 Trumpet Pass 10 
Adam Scott 2 Oboe Pass P7 
Richard Thompson 2 Flute Pass 9 
Eduard Zatriqi 2 Piano Merit 10 
Omar Zatriqi 2 Piano Merit 10 
 
Michael Adamson 3 Flute Merit 11 
Kevin Baird 3 Trombone Pass 8 
Edward Cramphorn 3 Clarinet Merit 8 
Robin Gordon 3 Trombone Merit 9 
James Hurst 3 Trombone Pass 9 
Rory Ingham 3 Trombone Merit 8 
Philip Johnston 3 Violin Pass 9 
Jonathan Macdonald 3 Clarinet Pass 10 
Stephen Robinson 3 Trumpet Distinction 10 
 
Michael Adamson 4 Flute Distinction 11 
Edward Boal 4 Oboe Merit 12 
David Douglas 4 Oboe Pass 11 
Philip Dunne 4 Oboe Pass 11 
Jonathan MacDonald 4 Clarinet Pass 10 
Philp Maitland 4 Trombone Pass 12 
Edward McCoy 4 Clarinet Merit 8 
Graham Ritchie 4 Trombone Pass 10 
Stephen Robinson 4 Trumpet Merit 10 
Patrick Thompson 4 Clarinet Pass 8 
Ben Worthington 4 Bassoon Pass 11 
Eduard Zatriqi 4 Clarinet Merit 10 
Omar Zatriqi 4 Clarinet Pass 10 
 
Jonathan Baird 5 Piano Merit 13 
Patrick Baird 5 Clarinet Pass 10 
Aaron Barr 5 Violin Pass 12 
Andrew Flack 5 Trumpet Pass 9 
Philip Hagen 5 Clarinet Pass 10 
Graham Hegan 5 Tuba Merit 9 
Matthew Irwin 5 Clarinet Pass 9 
David McCormick 5 Viola Pass 11 
Steven O'Hara 5 Trumpet Pass 12 
Tim Parker 5 Trumpet Pass 11 
Stephen Rea 5 Trumpet Pass 12 
David Robinson 5 Saxophone Distinction 12 
David Stewart 5 Trumpet Merit 10 
 
Gavin Browne 6 Bassoon Pass 14 
Gareth Proctor 6 Flute Merit 14 
David Robinson 6 Clarinet Merit 12 
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Andrew Cowan 7 Flute Merit 13 
Hill Gaston 7 Flute Distinction 13 
Mark Johnston 7 Flute Pass 13 
Jonathan Smyth 7 French Horn Pass 13 
 
Andrew Bennett 8 Flute Pass 14 
Russell Brown 8 Flute Distinction 14 
Michael Humphrey 8 Saxophone Distinction 14 
Andrew Kitchen 8 Trumpet Distinction 13 
Peter McGookin 8 Clarinet Merit 14 
Jon McKinley 8 French Horn Merit 14 
Jonathan Williams 8 Trumpet Pass 13 

 

TUTORS 2002/03 

Mr Stephen Barnett GRNCM Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM 

Mr Richard Douglas ATCL Mr Brian Overton  

Mrs Janet Gibson  Mrs Jean Savage LTCL 

Mrs Karen Gordon BMus, PGCE, ALCM Mr John Savage 

Mr Richard Hadwen GRNCM Mr Martin Wall LTCL 

Mr Ian Livingstone Mr Matthew White 

 

TEACHING STAFF 2002/03 

Miss Deidre A Cannon BMus, PGCE, LTCL 

Mr Jonathan Rea MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL 
(Director of Music) 
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Ed 3 PHOTOGRAPHS  
FOUR MUSICIANS 2001-2002 

 
 

Andrew Kitchen (trumpet), Mark Johnston (piano), Russell Brown (flute), Jonathan Hegan (trombone) 

 

SPRING CONCERT 2002 

 

 

 

 

Jon McKinley 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Ben Dawson (trumpet), Stephen McCartney 

(vocals), Michael Humphrey (saxophone) 
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‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 54 

2002-2003 

The Music Department has had a busy and successful year once again. In September we hit the 

ground running by participating in a superb week of workshops provided by members of the BBC Big 

Band. This began with a daytime concert in our school given by Paul Eschelby, an eminent flugel horn 

player, who led our pupils (some eagerly, some reluctantly,) into the world of jazz improvisation, 

supported by the Ulster Brass Quintet. Later in the week we were visited again by more of the BBC’s 

players, who gave a most enlightening workshop on vocal and instrumental improvisation. This was of 

particular interest to a number of our senior boys who have been playing in small jazz ensembles 

which they have organised themselves, and we were all grateful for the generosity of the players who 

visited us in sharing their expertise. At the end of the week a large number of our players participated 

in an inter-schools concert in the Spires Centre in Belfast in collaboration with the visitors from 

London. Our boys were undoubtedly among the most charismatic participants in the concert, and it 

was with a sense of considerable pride that one watched them entering into the spirit of the evening 

with complete alacrity. Perhaps the highlight of the evening, however, was the featured clarinet soloist 

– our own Miss Cannon – whose playing brought an air of professionalism to the whole experience. 

 

Once the week of BBC jazz was finished we were able to settle in to the norms of music-making in the 

school, preparing for all the usual school occasions. Due to an unfortunately-timed period of absence 

from school on my part, the Concert Band was prepared for Speech Day by my predecessor, Ian 

Hunter, allowing me to simply appear on the night and take the podium. It is with genuine gratitude 

that I record my thanks to Ian for this particular favour. In November, Our Remembrance Service was 

especially memorable this year because the band learnt and performed (rather well) the very moving 

Nimrod, from Elgar’s Enigma Variations. Later in the same month, the school play was once again 

accompanied by a very fine pupil-directed band whose music played a huge part in the success of the 

production as a whole. 

At Christmas, music played its usual part in our Festivals of Lessons and Carols, and as has been the 

case for many years we also had the opportunity to perform music for shoppers at Bloomfields. On 

this occasion the £1,500 which we raised at Bloomfields was donated to the Royal Hospital Liver 

Support Group, which raises awareness of the various causes of liver disease, helps to fund the liver 

unit at the RVH to improve the level of care for liver patients, and encourages people to consider 

organ donation. On a very personal note, many of our boys knew that this was a cause close to my 

own heart, since my father was fortunate enough to receive the support of the group while undergoing 
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a liver transplant during 2002. It seems only right to express formally my own personal gratitude, that 

the boys were willing to have this as the chosen charity and that the Headmaster was also supportive 

of that decision. It was a particular pleasure to have Mr Gordon Cave and Mrs Pat Johnston at our 

Spring Concert to receive the cheque. Amazingly, this now means that musicians from Bangor 

Grammar School playing at Bloomfields have raised almost £14,000 for the various charities we have 

supported over the past 8 years. 

 

Mr Gordon Cave and Mrs Pat Johnston, Royal Victoria Hospital Liver Support Group, accept a cheque for £1,500 from 
Michael and Mark Patterson, the youngest members of the Concert Band. Looking on are Mr J Rea, the Headmaster and 

Philip Vance (Head Boy). 

 

However, I am delighted to report that a number of school musicians went even further in giving of 

their time and talent at Christmas. A number of our players performed for a carol service in 

Clandeboye Primary School, under the direction of Michael Walters, who also led a group which went 

to the Action Mental Health Centre in Ballyholme.  

 

Open night took place in the early part of the Easter term, and for me a highlight of this occasion was 

seeing the manner in which the musicians took it upon themselves to promote the activities of the 

Music Department, driven by their own initiative. This was perhaps best represented by the moment 
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when I found myself drawn into conversation with one of the parents, only to discover that behind me 

the band had nominated Jonathan Williams as their impromptu conductor – a job which he carried out 

so competently that he was invited to perform the same service in part of the Spring Concert. In the 

Music Department we believe in celebrating good initiative! 

 

After all, it is that very type of initiative which allows so much of our music making to take place. 

Activity in the department is at a stage where the number of pop and rock bands, jazz ensembles, 

brass quartets, barbershop groups and small instrumental ensembles is so great that to name them 

would take much too long. The wonderful thing about these bands is that they are pupil driven, and it 

is always highly encouraging to see large numbers of boys of all ages within the school showing a 

willingness to use the facilities of the Music Department to develop their musicianship in an informal 

setting.  

 

9 Members of the Brass Ensemble perform Gabrieli’s Sonata Pian e Forte at the Spring Concert 

On the more formal side, our instrumental tuition scheme continues to produce an impressive array of 

successes, whether in terms of easily measured exam passes or the more subtle small moments 

when a struggling pupil overcomes a difficult section in a challenging piece.  

 

This year’s outstanding success belonged to Andrew Kitchen, who left school in June with his ATCL 

diploma, having gained not only a pass, but an exceptional high mark in this difficult and 

internationally-recognised examination. 

 

In addition to Andrew, however, there were a number of successes who for many other schools would 

be representative of the one outstanding pupil. Ben Dawson gained a place in the Ulster Youth 

Orchestra, continuing a well-established line of players from this school who have played in the ranks 

of this distinguished group. Ben also came third in the increasingly competitive Northern Ireland 

Young Musician of the Year competition. I am personally aware of at least 9 pupils who passed the 

Grade 8 Associated Board exam last year. Full details of the exams taken in school are listed below, 

but the fact that there are so many is simply excellent and is indicative of the strong culture of musical 

success which the boys - and their tutors - work hard to perpetuate.  
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As always we had to say goodbye to a number of musicians and tutors this year. The pupils who left 

in June were in the incoming first form when I joined the school in 1996, and it has been an 

unmitigated pleasure to watch them develop into a distinguished and highly talented group of young 

men, not just in the area of music, but across a whole range of skills they did not have when they 

joined the school. To list all their successes in this school would fill the entire magazine, but we 

convey our very best wishes to them all – Jonathan Baird, Ian Browne, Andrew Cowan, Richard 

Graham, Hill Gaston, Mark Johnston, Sam Johnston, Andrew Kitchen, Andrew McAvoy, Chris 

McEvoy, Stephen Rea, Robbie Reid, Jonathan Smyth and Philip Vance. From among the group, 6 

pupils have left to study courses which will involve some aspect of Music or the Performing Arts. 

While it seems invidious to highlight one destination over another, it has to be pointed out that this 

year the school enjoyed the triumph of seeing 2 candidates gaining places on what is undoubtedly the 

most prestigious Music Technology course in the UK – known as the Tonmeister course – and offered 

by the University of Surrey. We hope that Music will form some part of the lives of all those listed 

above, and wish them every happiness in whatever form their future will take. 

 

The gentlemen named above formed the core of the music-makers at the Spring Concert, which was 

genuinely one of the most musically eclectic experiences I have ever witnessed. From the classical 

pieces performed by the brass ensemble and concert band, through barber shop quartet, innovative 

pupil compositions, and the finale of pop and rock music, the standard was truly remarkable. Frankly, 

some of the pop music played its part in increasing my own musical education, and like many present 

on the night, I was grateful for the sheer exuberance which characterised every single performance.  

 

One moment from the concert which will stay in my mind for a very long time was the performance of 

a specially commissioned piece for six trumpets, which was dedicated to the memory of our former 

trumpet tutor Mrs Jean Savage. Elsewhere I have written more extensively about her extraordinary 

input into the life of our Music Department.  

 

We also said goodbye to Mr Richard Hadwen, our strings tutor, whose commitments in the Ulster 

Orchestra and other related fields have increased of late, and to Mr Matthew White, our percussionist 

who has become a youth worker for the Salvation Army in London 
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Chris McEvoy (percussion), Philip Vance (oboe), Sam Johnston (vocals), Mark Johnston (piano) 
Andrew Kitchen (trumpet) 

 

 

As ever we welcome formally the new tutors to the Music Department this year. Mr Nigel  

Snell has joined us to teach trumpet. Miss Laura Sinnerton has joined us to teach strings. In an effort 

to address the increasing demand for percussion and drum kit tuition we have welcomed two new 

percussionists – Mr Gareth Gilkeson, a former pupil, and Mr Peter Comfort. In addition, we have 

expanded the tuition scheme further in the areas of saxophone and singing, thanks to the arrivals of 

Mr David Howell and Miss Lisa Lynch. All in all, this expansion means that there are now some 180 

lessons taking place in school each week – a truly remarkable amount of music making – and a figure 

which represents a fantastic array of musical opportunities for our boys.  
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Members of the School Choir performing at the Spring Concert 

 

So in conclusion, and on behalf of the boys who involve themselves in Music, a huge thank you to 

parents, tutors, governors and patient colleagues across the school – in short all who support music 

making in the school. All your encouragement is hugely appreciated. 

JR 

MUSIC EXAMINATION RESULTS 2002/03 

CCEA GCE A2-LEVEL  

Grade A  Andrew Kitchen 

Grade B Richard Graham, Jonathan Hegan, Mark Johnston, Sam Johnston, Robbie Reid, 

Jonathan Smyth, Jonathan Williams, Chris McEvoy 

 

CCEA GCE AS-LEVEL 

Grade A David Robinson 

Grade B  

Edward Boal, Ben Dawson, Andrew McCausland, Michael Walters, Philip Whyte 

Grade C Jonathan McDowell, Gareth Gardner 
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CCEA GCSE LEVEL 

Grade A* Jason Blanc 

Grade A Luke Chambers, Philip Dunne, Michael Howlette, David McCormick, Alan Stewart 

Grade B Aaron Barr, Lee Canning, Adam Smyth, Ben Worthington 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 

and TRINITY COLLEGE, LONDON, 2002/03 

NAME   YEAR INSTRUMENT GRADE RESULT 

Simon Braid 9 Oboe prep Pass 
Marvin Lee CH Piano prep Pass 
Duncan Hegan CH Piano PT Pass 
            
Andrew  Clegg 8 trumpet 1 Distinction 
Peter Dorman 8 trumpet 1 Distinction 
Thomas Hagen 8 Flute 1 Distinction 
Ryan Ingham 8 Flute 1 Distinction 
Jack Irwin 8 Trumpet 1 Distinction 
Drew Magowan CH trumpet 1 Distinction 
Courtney McMullan 8 Flute 1 Distinction 
Andrew Bradley 8 Trumpet 1 Merit 
Philip Kennedy 8 Clarinet 1 Merit 
Michael McMillen CH Trumpet 1 Merit 
Daniel Warwick 9 Clarinet 1 Merit 
Jonathan Weir 9 trumpet 1 Merit 
Feargus Wilson 11 Horn 1 Merit 
Simon Braid 9 Oboe 1 Pass 
Emma Connolly CH Violin 1 Pass 
Keith Frizzell 8 Clarinet 1 Pass 
Kevin Griffin 8 trumpet 1 Pass 
Matthew Haire 8 Flute 1 Pass 
Peter Hamilton 8 Clarinet 1 Pass 
Chris McGuigan 9 Clarinet 1 Pass 
Christopher McGuigan 9 Clarinet 1 Pass 
Aaron McKee 8 trumpet 1 Pass 
            
Matthew Bailie 8 Flute 2 Merit 
Mark Dunne 9 Bassoon 2 Merit 
Craig McDowell 9 Bassoon 2 Merit 
Daniel Warwick 8 Piano 2 Merit 
Brian Robb 10 Flute 2 Pass 
Nathan Scott P6 Violin 2 Pass 
Feargus Wilson 11 Horn 2 Pass 
            
Selwyn Anketell 8 Trombone 3 Merit 
Edward Boal 13 Piano 3 Merit 
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James Clegg 10 Euphonium 3 Merit 
Matthew Crawford 9 Horn 3 Merit 
Adam McClure 11 Horn 3 Merit 
Richard Thompson 10 Flute 3 Merit 
William Baker 9 Oboe 3 Pass 
Ross Carson 10 Flute 3 Pass 
Christopher Dawson 8 Horn 3 Pass 
Ryan Irvine 10 Clarinet 3 Pass 
Ian Jones 10 Piano 3 Pass 
Eduard Zatriqi 11 Piano 3 Pass 
Omar Zatriqi 11 Piano 3 Pass 
            
Robin Gordon 10 Trombone 4 Distinction 
Kevin Baird 9 Trombone 4 Merit 
Darren Edgar 8 Trumpet 4 Merit 
Rory Ingham 9 Trombone 4 Merit 
Alex Trimble 9 Clarinet 4 Merit 
Christopher Barbour 9 Clarinet 4 Pass 
Matthew  Crawford 9 Horn 4 Pass 
James Hurst 10 Trombone 4 Pass 
Craig Lynn 10 Clarinet 4 Pass 
            
Edward Boal 13 Oboe 5 Distinction 
David Douglas 12 Oboe 5 Distinction 
Michael Adamson 12 Flute 5 Merit 
Benjamin Dawson 13 Piano 5 Pass 
Philp Dunne 12 Oboe 5 Pass 
Owen Loftus 10 Saxophone 5 Pass 
Jonathan Macdonald 11 Clarinet 5 Pass 
Adam McClure 11 Horn 5 Pass 
Eduard Zatriqi 11 Clarinet 5 Pass 
Omar Zatriqi 11 Clarinet 5 Pass 
            
Matthew Irwin 10 Clarinet 6 Merit 
Timothy Parker 12 Trumpet 6 Merit 
Andrew Flack 10 Trumpet 6 Pass 
Steven O'Hara 13 Trumpet 6 Pass 
            
Michael Howlette 12 Guitar 7 Pass 
            
Michael Walters 13 Trombone 8 Distinction 
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TUTORS 2003-2004 

Mr Stephen Barnett GRNCM Mr Ian Livingstone 

Mr Peter Comfort  Miss Lisa Lynch PGDip, LRAM, ATCL 

Mr Richard Douglas LTCL CTABRSM Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM  

Mrs Janet Gibson  Mr Brian Overton 

Mr Gareth Gilkeson BMus  Mr John Savage 

Mrs Karen Gordon BMus, PGCE, ALCM Miss Laura Sinnerton BMus 

Mr David Howell ATCL Mr Nigel Snell  

 Mr Martin Wall LTCL 

 

TEACHING STAFF 2003-2004 

Miss Deidre A Cannon BMus, PGCE, LTCL 

Mr Jonathan Rea MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL  
(Director of Music) 
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OBITUARY – MRS JEAN SAVAGE, LTCL 

 

JEAN SAVAGE 

photographed some years ago with Year 8 pupil Philip Maitland 

We were all deeply shocked and saddened by Jean’s unexpected death in February and, although 

she had been absent due to illness for some time, it was a sudden and difficult loss for all her 

colleagues and pupils.  

 

Jean had been our trumpet tutor for 13 years, and the legacy of success which she has given to that 

particular section of our school’s musical life is awesome.  

 

I know that Jean had the unmitigated respect of every one of our other tutors so it is without fear of 

offending any of them that I can write that her work was outstanding among them. She was focussed, 

driven, energetic, outspoken, a brilliant player, a wonderful role model, and probably the most 

inspirational instrumental tutor I have ever known. She took her role in the school extremely seriously, 

and cared passionately for the boys and for the work of the Music Department. A genuine warmth of 

character pervaded her whole approach, and there is a whole generation of trumpeters from the 

school who loved her and left school very grateful to have known her.  

 

While she took her teaching incredibly seriously, she was a balanced and warm hearted person with 

an extremely positive presence in the Music Department – represented not least in the buns and 

cakes which she would frequently bring for us to share at breaktimes!  
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As a teacher she was reflective and thoroughly professional, and certainly in my early days in the 

Music Department I found her to be tremendously encouraging on a personal level. Always the 

consummate professional, she displayed enormous commitment to the holistic development of her 

pupils and was personally encouraged by their many musical and other successes.  

 

She derived tremendous satisfaction from the fact that during her period of serious illness, two of her 

former pupils were able to play significant roles on her behalf. On the one hand Chris Sloan, was 

involved in his capacity as a doctor in caring for her, while on the other, Stuart Costley was able to 

teach her trumpet pupils in school for a few months - and Jean was immensely proud of this situation.  

 

The musicians of this school miss her very much and convey our deepest sympathy and ongoing 

support to her family, in particular to her husband John, who continues to teach brass with us. 

JR 
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  ‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 55 

 2003-2004 

The vibrant programme of events in Bangor Grammar School continues to allow many pupils to 

develop their talents and strive towards musical excellence. This year we had a number of enriching 

and enjoyable experiences above and beyond our usual programme of school-based events. Speech 

Day was the first occasion in the year involving musicians, and this year the speaker was Mr David 

Feherty, an eminent old boy of the school, who in his schooldays had been greatly involved in the 

Music Department. In honour of his visit the choir performed a setting of a poem which he himself had 

written while a pupil in the school. It was encouraging to hear David speak fondly of his involvement in 

school music-making and of the formative role music had played in the development of his character.  

 

In October we hosted the band of the Royal Irish Reigment for a one-day workshop with our concert 

band. This was an excellent opportunity for our musicians to work alongside professional military 

bandsmen and women, and to learn a large amount of brand new repertoire with the focus of a 

concert to prepare for in the evening. It is with great pleasure that I can report that every member of 

our band was able to perform alongside the RIR players and that the day culminated in a fantastic 

concert in the Assembly Hall which was attended by a large number of parents and friends. The 

follow-up to this event took place in the Ulster Hall in December, where 10 of our players were 

selected to perform alongside representatives from other schools in a gala concert involving several 

combined military bands.  

 

November saw our traditional Remembrance Service which took place with its usual quiet dignity, but 

a week later a number of BGS musicians were involved in a very different type of event. Two groups 

from the school entered a competition designed to find new bands with the potential to break into the 

world of pop music. Jeff Currie and Paul Scott formed part of Evora while Luke Chambers, Alan 

Stewart and Michael Howlette performed as part of Sub:Culture. The competition was organised by 

RTE’s 2FM, and having submitted demo recordings for the first round, both bands from BGS were 

invited to appear live in the regional final. This took place in the Empire, Belfast – which was filled with 

hundreds of pupils who had come to support their schools’ entries. Both bands performed with 

enthusiasm and poise, and although neither group reached the Dublin final of the competition, the 

players enjoyed the chance to perform for an adoring audience off the school premises. It is always 

good to witness pupils performing their own music live. 
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At Christmas, music played its usual part in our Festivals of Lessons and Carols, and as has been the 

case for many years we also had the opportunity to perform music for shoppers at Bloomfields. This 

year we extended our performances at Christmas beyond the town of Bangor, experiencing a most 

enjoyable afternoon playing at Forestside. In addition, smaller groups performed at Springhill 

Shopping Centre, Donaghadee Golf Club, the Action Mental Health Centre in Ballyholme, and 

Kingsland Residental Home. As a result of these performances we were able in our Spring Concert to 

present a cheque for £2,250 to this year’s nominated charity – Marie Curie Cancer Care. This means 

that we have now raised in excess of £16,000 in our traditional Christmas performances in the 

community. 

 

 

Mrs June Carson, Marie Curie Cancer Care, accepts a cheque for £2,250 from Joel Robinson and David Patterson on 
behalf of the Concert Band. Looking on are the Headmaster and Mr J Rea. 

 

This year saw two new groups established in the Music Department. One was known as the Springhill 

Swingers – an enthusiastic bunch of talented and highly-motivated young men who organised 

themselves to perform at the local shopping centre after which they were named. It was good to see 

pupils once again driving their own agenda to create opportunities to perform. In addition, the CCF 

Band became a more formal reality than had previously been the case. Under the direction of Miss 

Cannon, the Band performed with dignity and enthusiasm both at the CCF’s own events and at the 

Spring Concert. The band’s existence facilitated what I believe to be an unprecedented situation - 

where instrumentalists from our sister school, Glenlola Collegiate, played in our concert as part of the 
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CCF’s performance. This was a welcome addition to our normal groups, and it was also good to hear 

that a number of our instrumentalists had participated in Glenlola’s concert. 

 

Our Spring Concert was once again an eclectic mix of music. All the usual ensembles performed, 

supplemented by a wide range of solos and smaller groups – including on this occasion the Connor 

House Band who almost stole the show with their exhuberant and fresh performance. It is always 

most enjoyable to perform with an audience whom one knows to be so supportive of boys music 

making – and the support of parents and friends at these events is never taken for granted. 

 

In April, we had the opportunity to perform a concert in the imposing and acoustically sympathetic 

surroundings of Parliament Buildings. At the invitation of the local representatives of the Save the 

Children fund, and under the instigation of Mrs Alison Guy, we performed a concert which raised 

money for this worthy charitable cause. The memory of performing in such impressive surroundings 

as the Great Hall was clearly an inspiration – frankly I do not know if I have ever heard the Concert 

Band rise to an occasion so well. The Concert Band’s programme for the evening was interspersed 

with offerings from a number of our talented young soloists, and all in all this event turned out to be 

the musical highlight of the year. 

 

This annual report presents a useful opportunity to celebrate individual musical successes, as well as 

those of larger groups. This year’s outstanding triumph belonged to Gareth Gardner, who won the 

Irish Bagpipe Championships and went on to win an SEELB Award recognising outstanding 

achievement. This has led to a number of excellent performing opportunities for Gareth, who has now 

gone on to study bagpiping at the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama – which is 

indisputably the world’s premier training school for pipers. 

 

Michael Walters and Gary Beggs gained places in the Ulster Youth Orchestra, continuing a well-

established line of players from this school who have played in the ranks of this distinguished group. 

Gary was also a finalist in the Northern Ireland Young Musician of the Year competition. Michael 

Howlette was placed second in the final of the Newtownards International Guitar Festival – winning an 

Avalon guitar. Fuller details of the many practical exams taken in school are listed below, but the fact 

that there are so many is simply 

excellent and is indicative of the strong culture of musical success which the boys - and their tutors - 

work hard to perpetuate.  
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The CCF Band 

As always we had to say goodbye to a number of pupil musicians and instrumental tutors this year. 

We are grateful for the involvement of the following pupils in the musical life of the school, and wish 

them every success in their chosen future careers: Andrew Bailie, Edward Boal, Ben Dawson, Gareth 

Gardner, Philip Maitland, Andrew McCausland, Steven O’Hara, David Patterson, David Robinson, 

Michael Walters and Philip Whyte. Each brought his own personality to his music-making, and 

whether by raw talent or sheer persistence earned his rightful place in Music Department folklore. We 

hope that Music will continue to have a role in the lives of all those listed above. 

 

 
Philp Whyte, Ben Dawson, Gareth Gardner, Michael Walters, Andrew McCausland, Edward Boal, 

David Robinson 
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From among the tutors this year we said goodbye to Miss Laura Sinnerton who has gone on to further 

her expertise as a viola player at the Royal Northern College of Music. In her place we welcome Mr 

Alan McClure, a member of the Ireland String Quartet, and formerly a tutor with the City of Belfast 

School of Music. We have also added to our tutors this year Mr Darren Moan, who joins us to meet 

the ever-increasing demand for guitar tuition. The expansion of instrumental lessons across both the 

grammar school and Connor House means that there are now over 190 Music lessons taking place 

per week – a figure which is to be celebrated. Miss Claire Evans has also joined the staff of the Music 

Department part-time, teaching curricular Music in the junior school and in Connor House. Miss Evans 

joins us while on a career break from the preparatory departments of Methodist College, where she is 

in charge of Music. She is currently studying for a Masters degree in QUB, and it is a pleasure to 

welcome her to the staff. 

 

So in conclusion, and on behalf of the boys who involve themselves in Music, a huge thank you to 

parents, tutors, governors and patient colleagues across the school – in short all who support music 

making in the school. All your encouragement is hugely appreciated. 

   JR 

COMGALL NOSTER COLUMBANUS 

 

YEAR 14 STUDENTS LEAD the AUDIENCE in the SCHOOL SONG - SPRING CONCERT 2004 

 

MUSIC EXAMINATION RESULTS 2003-2004 

CCEA GCE A2-LEVEL  

Grade A  Ben Dawson, David Robinson, Michael Walters 

Grade B Gareth Gardner, Andrew McCausland, Philip Whyte 

 

CCEA GCE AS-LEVEL 

Grade A Jason Blanc, Luke Chambers, Philip Dunne 

Grade B Michael Howlette, Alan Stewart 

Grade C Lee Canning 
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CCEA GCSE LEVEL 

Grade A* Patrick Baird, Adam McClure, Colin McIlhagga, Eduard Zatriqi 

Grade A Gary Beggs, Michael Graham, David Mailey, Omar Zatriqi 

Grade C Philip Hagen, David Stewart  

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 2003-2004 

NAME   INSTRUMENT GRADE RESULT 

Victoria Bailie Piano PT  
Andrew Eves Oboe PT  
Niall McDermott Oboe PT  
     
Matthew Girvan Guitar 1 Distinction 
Richard Crawford Trumpet 1 Merit 
Carolyn Ekin Violin 1 Merit 
Duncan Hegan Piano 1 Merit 
Jason King clarinet 1 Merit 
Marvin Lee Piano 1 Merit 
Warren Reid Oboe 1 Merit 
Richard Aicken Clarinet 1 Pass 
Louise Bradley Clarinet 1 Pass 
Jonathon Evans Guitar 1 Pass 
Andrew Eves Oboe 1 Pass 
Sam Hawe Violin 1 Pass 
Constance Kendrick Clarinet 1 Pass 
Jack Mercer Trombone 1 Pass 
Rory Roberts Flute 1 Pass 
Gregory Whiteside Piano 1 Pass 
          
Courtney McMullan Flute 2 Distinction 
Matthew Bailie Saxophone 2 Merit 
Emma Connolly Violin 2 Merit 
Daniel Lewis Trumpet 2 Merit 
Simon Braid Oboe 2 Pass 
Kevin Griffin Trumpet 2 Pass 
Steven Hughes Guitar 2 Pass 
Ryan Ingham Flute 2 Pass 
Drew Magowan Trumpet 2 Pass 
Aaron McKee Trumpet 2 Pass 
          
Ross McConaghy Trumpet 3 Distinction 
Daniel Watts Trumpet 3 Distinction 
Matthew Bailie Flute 3 Merit 
Mark Dunne Bassoon 3 Merit 
Craig McDowell Bassoon 3 Merit 
Brian Robb Guitar 3 Merit 
Robbie Blair Trombone 3 Pass 
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Andrew Bradley Trumpet 3 Pass 
Andrew Clegg Trumpet 3 Pass 
Peter Dorman Trumpet 3 Pass 
David Gibson Flute 3 Pass 
Connor Gibson Flute 3 Pass 
Philip Kennedy Clarinet 3 Pass 
Brian Robb Flute 3 Pass 
Daniel Warwick Clarinet 3 Pass 
Daniel Warwick Piano 3 Pass 
Matthew Bailie Flute 4 Merit 
James Henderson Trumpet 4 Merit 
Craig McDowell Bassoon 4 Merit 
Ryan Thompson Violin 4 Merit 
Eduard Zatriqi Piano 4 Merit 
Omar Zatriqi Piano 4 Merit 
Selwyn Anketell Trombone 4 Pass 
Ross Carson Flute 4 Pass 
Jamie Clegg Euphonium 4 Pass 
David Gibson Flute 4 Pass 
Ian  Jones Piano 4 Pass 
Richard Thompson Flute 4 Pass 
          
Kevin Baird Trombone 5 Merit 
Robin Gordon Trombone 5 Merit 
Stephen Robinson Trumpet 5 Merit 
Alasdair Winter Clarinet 5 Merit 
Matthew Crawford Horn 5 Pass 
Darren Edgar Trumpet 5 Pass 
Rory Ingham Trombone 5 Pass 
Edward McCoy Clarinet 5 Pass 
Scott McWhinney Guitar 5 Pass 
Patrick Thompson Clarinet 5 Pass 
Alex Trimble Clarinet 5 Pass 
Benjamin Worthington Bassoon 5 Pass 
          

Rory Ingham Trombone 6 Distinction 
Michael Adamson Flute 6 Merit 
Patrick Baird Clarinet 6 Pass 
Graham Hegan Tuba 6 Pass 
David Mailey Tuba 6 Pass 
David McCormick Viola 6 Pass 
          

Steven O'Hara Trumpet 7 Pass 
Timothy Parker Trumpet 7 Pass 
          

Jason Blanc Euphonium 8 Merit 
David Robinson Clarinet 8 Merit 
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INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2004-2005 

Mr Stephen Barnett GRNCM  Mr Ian Livingstone 

Mr Peter Comfort   Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM 

Mr Richard Douglas LTCL, CTABRSM  Mr Alan McClure BMus, PGCE 

Mrs Janet Gibson   Mr Darren Moan 

Mrs Karen Gordon BMus, PGCE, ALCM  Mr Brian Overton 

Mr David Howell ATCL  Mr John Savage 

Mr Gareth Gilkeson BMus  Mr Nigel Snell 

Miss Lisa Lynch PGDip, LRAM, ATCL    Mr Martin Wall LTCL 

 

TEACHING STAFF 2004-2005 

Miss Claire S Evans BEd (part-time) 

Miss Deirdre A Cannon BMus, PGCE, LTCL 

Mr Jonathan Rea MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL 
(Director of Music) 
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  ‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 56 

2004-2005 

Music continues to play an important role at the heart of life in Bangor Grammar School. It remains a 

pleasure to be part of a situation where large numbers of boys appreciate Music - not only as a fun 

thing to do, but as a profound influence in their lives. 2004-05 has been another year of success both 

for individuals and for the community of musicians in the school, and it is good to sit down once again 

to record these benchmarks in the musical development of our boys.  

 

Music played its role in the usual school occasions – Speech Day, Remembrance Day, the Carol 

Services, Open Days, the Easter Service and the Spring Concert. The concert was a highly 

entertaining evening once again, with as eclectic a programme as ever with great diversity of talent on 

display. I can think of few situations where Military Band music, Mamma Mia and a Meatloaf song can 

comfortably co-exist – and yet the pleasure of a BGS concert so often lies in these seemingly bizarre 

juxtapositions which work only because the boys communicate so much personality alongside their 

musical skills. In addition to the appearance of the normal school groups – Concert Band, Junior 

Orchestra, String Ensembles and Choir, there were a number of specific highlights of which I would 

like to make mention:  

A cello solo from William McKeown: it is something of a rarity to see this instrument played, and a 

great pleasure to see it played so promisingly. 

An appearance by the CCF Band who are going from strength to strength and who bring the added 

interest of girls from our sister school, Glenlola Collegiate to their ranks. 

The first situation ever where a pupil sang a solo accompanied by the full Concert Band - Lee 

Canning, who rose brilliantly to this challenge. 

Beautiful classical instrumental pieces from Michael Adamson, David Douglas, Jason Blanc Philip 

Dunne and Matthew Irwin 

A performance by Glow – of whom more later 

A moving rendition of U2’s “I still haven’t found what I’m looking for” featuring Luke Chambers and the 

School Choir. It is scary how much that young man sounds like Bono. 

An insane semi-staged arrangement of Get Around by the Beach Boys which gave Tim Parker 

legendary status as he was hoisted high in the air by his peers at the finale of the song. 

All of this conveys just a brief impression of the sort of colourful evening it was – and all involved are 

to be congratulated. 
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One extra event was added this year to the annual calendar of music making events in school – a 

house music competition. Often it is good for boys to be involved in Music for the pleasure of the art 

form rather than for the potential of winning a prize, but on this occasion the event was a resounding 

success. It was judged by the former Director of Music, Ian Hunter, and contained a mixture of 

performances – fabulous solo performances which really set the standard high alongside less formal, 

but equally entertaining entries from house-based ensembles and bands. No-one in attendance can 

have failed to enjoy the occasion. 

 

At Christmas, the Concert Band gave its usual performances in Springhill, Bloomfield and Forestside 

Shopping centres, and as a result of collections made there it was a great pleasure to be able to 

present £1,500 to the Royal Hospital Liver Support Group. Two families within the school’s staff have 

recently faced the issue of liver transplantation, so this seemed a particularly worthy cause. 

Internationally, we were delighted to be able to support the work of the Ruari Rehabilitation Centre in 

Kenya, where our colleague, Mr Duncan McPherson, has been involved during his career break. The 

collections taken at the two Carol Services came to a total in excess of £1,800 and it seems 

appropriate to express gratitude here to all who supported these causes so generously. 

 

2004-2005 was a particularly busy year in terms of performances for charity. The boys of the Concert 

Band have been consistently generous and willing in their time as we have responded positively to 

each invitation. We performed a concert for Bloomfield Shopping Centre in November to help launch 

their appeal for the Friends of Bangor Hospital. We gave an performance for Rotary at their dinner in 

the Clandeboye Lodge Hotel and for the Manxie Club at a similar function in the Marine Court. We 

were delighted to be invited again to perform for Save the Children in the magnificent surroundings of 

the Stormont Great Hall, where the acoustic is particularly favourable and the Concert Band sounds 

amazing. We hope to continue to be able to play our part in the wider community beyond the school in 

this way.  

 

The boys always seem to enjoy opportunities to take their music out of the everyday environment of 

school. Under the leadership of Miss Cannon, The CCF band participated in a marching bands 

workshop organised by the band of the Royal Irish Regiment. A number of individuals attended a 

concert given by the band of the RAF in the Island Arts Centre in Lisburn. Michael Howlette was 

invited to perform a guitar solo in CCEA’s Score concert, an event designed to showcase the best 

young talent in the land. Three pupils – Patrick Baird, Colin McIlhagga and Rory Ingham gained 
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places in the Ulster Youth Orchestra. Each enjoyed considerable success at the time of their 

performance with the UYO – Patrick was fresh from gaining a Grade 8 distinction in percussion; Colin 

was chosen to be principal trumpet in the Ulster Youth Chamber Orchestra, a select elite from within 

the main orchestra, and Rory – in Year 11 - became the youngest BGS player ever to gain a place in 

this prestigious ensemble.  

 

There is a strong culture in school of encouraging boys to start their own bands. Apart from anything 

else, it is good for them to make music in an informal setting, directing, composing, organising and 

managing for themselves. Inevitably some of these groups achieve more than others. The most talked 

about band in 2004-05 was Glow - comprising Luke Chambers, Michael Howlette, Gary Beggs and 

Paul Scott. The fact that Glow existed but for a short while is in many ways irrelevant – after all, Take 

That had to lose Robbie Williams one day! What is important was that the brief foray into the music 

world which this group of boys experienced was a time both of musical development and character 

development. They performed on BBC Radio Ulster with George Jones, played a number of the 

music venues in this area and recorded an album in association with Mid-Atlantic Digital. Their style 

was highly commercial – if I write that it was like a slightly more edgy version of Coldplay they’ll be 

annoyed – but it was. The songs are catchy and memorable, and I am devoting this much ink to 

describing all of this in the hope of encouraging many others in school to explore just how much can 

be achieved in your development as a song-writer and performer by working hard at a group like this. 

It is vital that in a changing musical landscape schools make musicians who can cope with the 

demands of the world of popular music as well as creating an environment where the traditional 

classical player can blossom.  

 

This is why from time to time we invite players to come to the school to inspire our boys with the 

variety of ways in which music can be performed. Last year we had two very different visits from 

performers. First, Jeff Rich, former drummer with Status Quo, delivered a highly entertaining 

workshop to the junior school featuring an enormous drumkit, a couple of hundred other percussion 

instruments, and a very great deal of noise. Jeff was extremely engaging and staff and pupils who 

attended had fun, as well as gaining a number of insights into the bizarre world of the music business. 

The other visit was also highly entertaining. Out of the Blue are a men-only choral group from Oxford 

University who have performed worldwide and who combine a classically trained sound with a 

contemporary repertoire of pop music to produce brilliant results – using only unaccompanied voices. 

The energy of their performance was inspiring to many boys and one hopes that the day will continue 
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to inspire boys to be part of the culture of singing in school. It was particularly pleasing to have this 

group perform for us, because they are directed by Michael Humphrey, an old boy of the school who 

was a distinguished musician throughout his time here. 

 

One always has mixed feelings as one sees boys leave the school to go on to the next phase in their 

lives. On the one hand it is good to see that they have developed to the point where they are ready to 

move on, while on the other it is sad to lose those who have been an important part of school life. As 

always we said goodbye this year to a number of young men who had played important roles in the 

musical life of BGS – Michael Adamson, Jason Blanc, Lee Canning, Luke Chambers, Jeff Currie, 

David Douglas, Philip Dunne, David Gibson, Michael Howlette, David McCormick, Tim Parker, Paul 

Scott, Alan Stewart and Ross Winter. We wish a happy and successful future to them all. 

 

We also said goodbye to some tutors - Mr Alan McClure, who taught violin and viola, has left due to 

an ever increasing schedule of orchestral playing and freelance professional musicianship. Mr Martin 

Wall of the Ulster Orchestra who taught Horn here for many years has taken up a post as Director of 

Instrumental Performance in St Malachy’s College. Miss Lisa Lynch, our singing teacher, intends to 

move abroad following her now imminent marriage. As they depart, we welcome in their places Mrs 

Olwyn Boyce, a highly experienced strings teacher, Mr Derek Parkins – another Ulster Orchestra 

Horn Player, and we also welcome Mr John Leeming – a cellist in the Ulster Orchestra now teaching 

some new pupils in the school. It is particularly pleasing to see string playing becoming more a part of 

our regular musical life. 

 

Within the teaching staff we owe congratulations to Miss Claire Evans who recently gained her MA 

from QUB, and who has increased her teaching time here in the Grammar School and in Connor 

House this year. I would like to record here my personal gratitude to Miss Cannon, Miss Evans and all 

the tutors who work so hard with our boys to facilitate their success. 

 

At the end of this article each year is printed a list of the boys who pass Associated Board Music 

examinations. Impressive though this list is, it would be easy to miss the significance of a closer 

analysis of these results. 2004-05 was a particularly fine year in terms of these graded exams. Eighty-

one pupils took exams within school last year – not counting our pupils who took exams through other 

organisations such as the South Eastern Education and Library Board. Nationally, around 10-15% of 

pupils taking these exams gain distinctions. This year we had a distinction rate of 27%. Nationally, 
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around 40% of pupils are awarded a merit or a distinction. This year 60% of our pupils gained a merit 

or better. League tables are not everything, and trends in these results, rather like investments, can 

go down as well as up. However, it seemed important to record this high level of success which our 

pupils have enjoyed and to conclude this report by encouraging each and every one of them to persist 

and keep aiming high in their musical development.  

 

To all who have read this far - parents, friends, colleagues and boys, thank you for your ongoing 

support and interest in the musical life of the school.  

JR 

MUSIC EXAMINATION RESULTS 2004-05 

CCEA GCE A2-LEVEL  

Grade A  Luke Chambers 

Grade B Alan Stewart 

Grade C Lee Canning 

CCEA GCE AS-LEVEL 

Grade A Patrick Baird, Adam McClure, Colin McIlhagga, Eduard Zatriqi 

Grade B Gary Beggs, Michael Graham, David Mailey, Omar Zatriqi 

 

CCEA GCSE LEVEL 

Grade A* Graham Hegan, Robin Gordon 

Grade A Owen Loftus, Brain Robb, Matthew Irwin 

Grade B Robbie Blair, Ross Carson, James Clegg, Robbie Knell, Philip Johnston, Andrew Flack, 

David Gibson  

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 2004-05 

NAME INSTRUMENT GRADE MARK RESULT 

Mitchell Barnett Trombone 1 114 Pass 
Charlotte Farmer Violin 1 121 Merit 
David Gibson Clarinet 1 137 Distinction 
John Gibson Euphonium 1 105 Pass 
Kathryn Haddick Clarinet 1 120 Merit 
Ethan Hamill Piano 1 116 Pass 
Duncan Hegan Flute 1 132 Distinction 
Mark Hegan Piano 1 111 Pass 
James Kincade Piano 1 126 Merit 
Niall McDermott Oboe 1 135 Distinction 
Nathan Mount Clarinet 1 112 Pass 
David Wood Clarinet 1 118 Pass 
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Richard Crawford Trumpet 2 131 Distinction 
Luke Dornan Flute 2 126 Merit 
John Haddick Alto Sax 2 126 Merit 
James Kincade Piano 2 102 Pass 
Rhys Loftus Flute 2 117 Pass 
Paul Magowan Alto Sax 2 116 Pass 
William McKeown Piano 2 126 Merit 
Warren Reid Oboe 2 114  Pass 
Rory Roberts Flute 2 123 Merit 

 
Richard Aicken Clarinet 3 118 Pass 
Matthew Bailie Alto Sax 3 125 Merit 
Mark Byers Trumpet 3 127 Merit 
EmmaConnolly Violin 3 118 Pass 
Patrick Davison Trumpet 3 123 Merit 
Keith Frizzell Clarinet 3 112 Pass 
Peter Hamilton Clarinet 3 115 Pass 
Ryan Irvine Alto Sax 3 116 Pass 
Jack Irwin Piano 3 133 Distinction 
Jason King Clarinet 3 109 Pass 
Daniel Lewis Trumpet 3 130 Distinction 
Drew Magowan Trumpet 3 136 Distinction 
Jonathan Maguire Tuba 3 124 Merit 
Aaron McKee Trumpet 3 113 Pass 
Courtney McMullan Flute 3 140 Distinction 
Brian Robb Guitar 3 125 Merit 
Bennett Southern Violin 3 120 Merit 
 
James Bailie Clarinet 4 127 Merit 
William Baker Oboe 4 125 Merit 
Robert Blair Trombone 4 127 Merit 
Andrew Bradley Trumpet 4 131 Distinction 
Mark Calvert Drumkit 4 125 Merit 
Andrew Clegg Trumpet 4 130 Distinction 
Peter Dorman Trumpet 4 127 Merit 
Philip Kennedy Clarinet 4 131 Distinction 
Ross McConaghy Trumpet 4 139 Distinction 
Courtney McMullan Flute 4 133 Distinction 
Brian Robb Flute 4 126 Merit 
Daniel Warwick Clarinet 4 108 Pass 
Daniel Warwick Piano 4 134 Distinction 
Daniel Watts Trumpet 4 117 Pass 
 
Selwyn Anketell Trombone 5 114  Pass 
Matthew Bailie Flute 5 112 Pass 
Chris Barbour Piano 5 117 Pass 
Ross Carson Flute 5 126 Merit 
James Clegg Euphonium 5 127 Merit 
Mark Dunne Bassoon 5 112 Pass 
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Robin Gordon Guitar 5 125 Merit 
Craig McDowell Bassoon 5 114 Pass 
Scott McWhinney Guitar 5 125 Merit 
Brian Robb Flute 5 125 Merit 
Richard Thompson Flute 5 108 Pass 
Ryan Thompson Violin 5 137 Distinction 
Omar Zatriqi Piano 5 135 Distinction 
Eduard Zatriqi Piano 5 137 Distinction 
 
Matthew Crawford Horn 6 117 Pass 
David Douglas Oboe 6 134 Distinction 
Owen Loftus Alto Sax 6 118  Pass 
Jonathan Macdonald Clarinet 6 124 Merit 
Stephen Robinson Trumpet 6 122 Merit 
Omar Zatriqi Clarinet 6 126 Merit 
Eduard Zatriqi Clarinet 6 131 Distinction 
 
Andrew Flack Trumpet 7 111 Pass 
 
Michael Adamson Flute 8 127 Merit 
David Douglas Oboe 8 138 Distinction 
Timothy Parker Trumpet 8 114 Pass 
 
Mark Hegan Piano Prep n/a 
Jenna Kerr Piano Prep n/a 
Cameron Stroud Piano Prep n/a 

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2005-2006 

Mr Stephen Barnett GRNCM Mr David Howell ATCL 
Mrs Olwyn Boyce Mr John Leeming LRAM 
Mr Peter Comfort  Mr Ian Livingstone 
Mr Richard Douglas DipMus, LTCL, CT ABRSM Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM 
Mrs Janet Gibson  Mr Brian Overton 
Mr Gareth Gilkeson BMus Mr Derek Parkins GRNCM 
Mr Richard Graham Mr John Savage 
Mrs Karen Gordon BMus, PGCE, ALCM Mr Nigel Snell LTCL 

 
 

TEACHING STAFF 2005-2006 

Miss Claire S Evans BEd, MA, MIAM (part-time) 

Miss Deirdre A Cannon BMus, PGCE, LTCL 

Mr Jonathan Rea MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL 
(Director of Music) 
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‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 57 

2005-2006 

The Music Department has had another busy year with the usual run of public appearances, 

individual successes and examinations. At the time of writing so much has happened in the current 

academic year that a report on last year seems like old news. Nonetheless, this report will cover all of 

the 2005-06 year, and elsewhere you will find the inside story of the Sesquicentary Concert in the 

Waterfront which took place in October 2006.  

 

Ironically, the previous year’s musical activity also began in the Waterfront Hall, albeit in the studio. A 

group of performers who had done GCSE and AS level Music were chosen to appear in “SCORE” - a 

concert organised by CCEA to showcase some of the best young musical talent in Northern Ireland. 

The performances for this concert are nominated each year by the visiting examiners who come to 

the school to assess our candidates’ GCSE and AS practicals, and it was a real honour for BGS to 

appear not only in the programme, but as the grand finale of the evening. Around 20 of our boys were 

involved in an unconducted ensemble performance of “Music of the Beatles”, which was followed by 

an impromptu encore of the perennial favourite known as “The Stripper”. (You will appreciate that this 

piece of music is all about the process of removing wallpaper…) All in all, it was an impressive display 

of BGS musicianship and character, in an environment where we were surrounded by many other 

competent performers. 

 

Within the walls of BGS, music played its role in the usual school occasions – Speech Day, 

Remembrance Day, the Carol Services, Open Days, the Easter Service and the Spring Concert.  

 

The Christmas performances this year were once again a fantastic opportunity to raise funds for 

worthy causes. As a result of collections at the 2 Carol Services in school totalling over £2,500 we 

were able to purchase 5 shelter boxes following the Pakistan earthquake, through a scheme set up by 

Rotary. We also collected £1,173.38 by performing at Bloomfields, and this was donated to the 

Northern Ireland Children’s Hospice. Thanks to all who supported these collections. They are an 

important aspect of our annual routine.  

 

As always the Spring Concert was great fun - a very entertaining blend of many different styles of 

music. Among the many acts of the evening, I would like to pick out a few which were for me personal 

highlights for one reason or another -  
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A double xylophone solo with the Concert Band, featuring Gary Beggs and Patrick Baird – both grade 

8 percussionists. 

A public premier performance of Colin McIlhagga’s own classical piano piece, given by the composer 

– one of several fine classical performances of the evening 

A performance of a junior school funk band, who played the Starsky and Hutch them with great 

passion and commitment. 

A number of senior pop/rock band performances featuring soloists Billy Gooding, Brian Robb, Alex 

Trimble and the normally sedate Edi and Omar Zatriqi as we had never seen them before, performing 

Led Zeppelin’s Rock’n’Roll.  

A show stopping solo performance of the Eagles hit, Desperado, from Mark Bowers, last year’s Head 

Boy and all round legendary guy 

The debut of the Barber Shop Group – led by our esteemed academic vice principal, in a delightfully 

flamboyant dramatic rendition of My Wild Irish Rose. This culminated in the Miss Cannon and Miss 

Evans being presented with roses by the members of the group 

 

All of this conveys just a brief impression of the sort of colourful evening it was – and all involved are 

to be congratulated. 

 

Once again the house music competition was an evening of musical excellence (mostly!) mixed with a 

peculiar blend of raucous support from an audience hungry to win points for their house. Our visiting 

adjudicator this year was Mrs Karen Dawson, and she was full of praise for the passion and 

commitment of our boys in performance, as well as for the actual quality of the music making. 

 

As always it is good to see boys taking their music making beyond the walls of the school and into the 

wider community. This year Adam McClure, Rory Ingham, Gary Beggs, and Colin McIlhagga 

performed with the Ulster Youth Orchestra. Special mention must be made of Adam, who began 

learning the horn relatively late in his school career, and yet was made a principal player in the UYO. 

In a totally different context, one of the joys of the year was to attend an evening in BBC’s TV studios, 

watching a band of four BGS players known as Life Without Rory reach the televised finals of ATL 

Rockschool. Alex Trimble, Sam Halliday, Kevin Baird and Patrick Thompson gave a spirited 

performance of an original song – You Missed the Point, which many in the studio audience thought 

was one of the best bands to appear in the series. The fact that they didn’t win the competition is in a 

way irrelevant. My views on the evils of competitive music making are well known among the boys – I 

believe wholeheartedly that music should be performed for the love of the art rather than for the 
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potential of being deemed better than another performer. Nonetheless, reaching the televised finals of 

a competition is a fine achievement, and even if the band itself has ceased to exist, much valuable 

experience was gained by the boys about the process of song writing and studio performance. 

 

As always we said goodbye this year to a number of young men who had played important roles in 

the musical life of BGS – Patrick Baird, William Baker, Gary Beggs, Mark Bowers, Michael Graham, 

Jonathan Macdonald, David Mailey, Adam McClure, Colin McIlhagga, Stephen Robinson, David 

Stewart, Eduard Zatriqi and Omar Zatriqi. We wish a happy and successful future to them all. It is 

worth adding that 8 of them have gone on to follow courses of further study involving Music. It seems 

especially appropriate to congratulate Gary Beggs on gaining entry to one of the prestigious London 

music conservatoires, Trinity College. 

 

We also said goodbye to some tutors - Mr Darren Moan (guitar) and Mr Brian Overton (oboe) are no 

longer teaching in the school. Special mention must be made of Mr Overton because of the longevity 

of his service. He has left indelible mark of quality not just in instrumental teaching in this school, but 

in the whole culture of oboe playing in Northern Ireland. None of our other tutors would be offended if 

I were to highlight the fact that Brian had an outstanding level of attention to detail, which made him 

relentless in his pursuit of excellence, from which many of our boys benefited. What was truly 

remarkable about his work was his ability to take boys with varying degrees of natural musical ability, 

and somehow mould them into instinctive musicians. We are immensely grateful for the many years 

of service he gave to the music department here. In his place we are delighted to welcome Mrs 

Michelle Fenn, and in Mr Moan’s place we welcomed Mr Richard Graham to teach guitar. Mr Graham 

has since moved on to further academic study, but we are grateful that he was available and willing to 

stand in for a few terms. 

 

The Music Department continues to try to stay at the cutting edge in terms of its equipment. Last year 

this involved the purchase of a number of items for use in public performances – a PA system, a 

professional stage piano, and a number of amplifiers. In the incoming year, we hope to be upgrading 

our Music PCs to bring us back to being state of the art.  

The exam results for the year are below, and it is entirely appropriate to celebrate the individual 

successes of the many pupils involved in this way. Thank you to all my colleagues, teaching staff, 

tutors, parents, friends and all who continue to support music-making in school in any way.  JR 
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MUSIC EXAMINATION RESULTS 2005-06 

CCEA GCE A2-LEVEL  
Grade A  Adam McClure 
Grade B Patrick Baird, Gary Beggs, Michael Graham, David Mailey, Colin McIlhagga, Eduard 
Zatriqi, Omar Zatriqi  
 

CCEA GCE AS-LEVEL 
Grade A Robin Gordon 
Grade B Graham Hegan, Brian Robb 
Grade C Robbie Knell, Andrew Flack, 
Grade E Philip Johnston 
 

CCEA GCSE LEVEL 
Grade A Kevin Baird, Rory Ingham, Gavin Loftus, Edward McCoy, Scott McWhinney, Iain 
Penman, Patrick Thompson, Alex Trimble 
Grade B William Baker, Matthew Crawford, Stuart Watson 
Grade C Steve Hughes  
 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 2005-06 

NAME INSTRUMENT GRADE YEAR RESULT 

Elliott Boyd Flute 1 CH Distinction 
David Campbell Clarinet 1 9 Merit 
Stephen Daniels B Flat Cornet 1 8 Distinction 
Phillip Donaldson Trombone 1 8 Pass 
Hannah Eves Clarinet 1 CH Pass 
Johnnie Fergie Clarinet 1 CH Merit 
Kathryn Haddick Violin 1 CH Merit 
Scott Hawe Flute 1 CH Merit 
Gareth Irvine Trombone 1 9 Merit 
Jenna Kerr Piano 1 CH Merit 
William McKeown Oboe 1 11 Distinction 
Courtney McMullan Piano 1 11 Distinction 
Matthew Patterson Alto Saxophone 1 10 Distinction 
William Patterson Piano 1 10 Merit 
Jonathan Shaw Flute 1 9 Merit 
Cameron Stroud Piano 1 CH Merit 
Lauren Tenner Flute 1 CH Merit 
      

Cristiano España Alto Saxophone 2 9 Pass 
Kathryn Haddick Clarinet 2 CH Pass 
Mark Hegan Piano 2 CH Pass 
Marvin Lee Piano 2 8 Merit 
Niall McDermott Oboe 2 9 Merit 
      

Mitchell Barnett Trombone 3 9 Merit 
Adam Bradley Violin 3 8 Merit 
Richard Crawford Trumpet 3 CH Merit 
Stephen Daniels B Flat Cornet 3 8 Merit 
Luke Dornan Flute 3 9 Merit 
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James Geddis Clarinet 3 8 Merit 
David Gibson Clarinet 3 9 Merit 
Jonathan Gordon Euphonium 3 8 Merit 
Conor Graham Trumpet 3 8 Merit 
Adam Greer Cello 3 8 Pass 
John Haddick Alto Saxophone 3 CH Pass 
James Hammond Bassoon 3 8 Merit 
Gareth Leddy Flute 3 8 Pass 
Paul Magowan Alto Saxophone 3 9 Pass 
Rory Mawhinney Euphonium 3 9 Distinction 
William McKeown Piano 3 11 Distinction 
Courtney McMullan Piano 3 11 Merit 
Bradley Monaghan Clarinet 3 8 Pass 
Rory Roberts Flute 3 10 Pass 
Jonathon Simpson Cello 3 8 Pass 
Oliver Smith Flute 3 8 Pass 
Matthew Wilson Trombone 3 8 Pass 
Ryan Wilson Trumpet 3 8 Pass 
Mitchell Barnett Trombone 4 9 Merit 
Jacob Burton Violin 4 9 Merit 
Mark Byers Trumpet 4 9 Pass 
Patrick Davison Trumpet 4 9 Pass 
Keith Frizzell Clarinet 4 11 Pass 
Peter Hamilton Clarinet 4 11 Pass 
Thomas Humphreys Flute 4 9 Pass 
Jack Irwin Piano 4 11 Merit 
Jason King Clarinet 4 10 Pass 
Daniel Lewis Trumpet 4 10 Pass 
Drew Magowan Trumpet 4 10 Merit 
Jonathan Maguire Tuba 4 9 Pass 
Aaron McKee Trumpet 4 11 Pass 
Philip McKeown Violin 4 8 Merit 
William McKeown Piano 4 11 Distinction 
Gavin Morrow Clarinet 4 10 Pass 
Kyle Watts Alto Saxophone 4 8 Pass 
Matthew Wilson Trombone 4 8 Merit 
      

James Bailie Clarinet 5 9 Merit 
Matthew Bailie Alto Saxophone 5 11 Pass 
William Baker Oboe 5 12 Pass 
Chris Barbour Clarinet 5 11 Pass 
Peter Brittain Flute 5 9 Pass 
Peter Dorman Trumpet 5 10 Pass 
Philip Kennedy Clarinet 5 11 Merit 
Ross McConaghy Trumpet 5 10 Merit 
Courtney McMullan Flute 5 11 Merit 
Daniel Warwick Piano 5 11 Pass 
Daniel Watts Trumpet 5 10 Merit 
      

Kevin Baird Trombone 6 12 Distinction 
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Robin Gordon Bass Trombone 6 13 Merit 
Brian Robb Flute 6 13 Merit 
Daniel Watts Trumpet 6 10 Merit 
Alasdair Winter Clarinet 6 10 Pass 
Graham Hegan Tuba 7 13 Pass 
Stephen Robinson Trumpet 7 14 Pass 
Eduard Zatriqi Piano 7 14 Merit 
Omar Zatriqi Piano 7 14 Merit 
      
Patrick Baird Clarinet 8 14 Pass 
Matthew Irwin Clarinet 8 13 Distinction 
Owen Loftus Alto Saxophone 8 13 Pass 
Jonathan MacDonald Clarinet 8 14 Pass 
Eduard Zatriqi Clarinet 8 14 Pass 
Omar Zatriqi Clarinet 8 14 Pass 
 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2006-07 

Mr Stephen Barnett GRNCM Mrs Karen Gordon, BMus, PGCE, ALCM 
Mrs Olwyn Boyce Mr David Howell ATCL 
Mr Peter Comfort  Mr John Leeming LRAM 
Mr Richard Douglas BA, DipMus, LTCL, CT ABRSM Mr Ian Livingstone 
Mrs Michelle Fenn BA PGRSAMD Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM 
Mrs Janet Gibson  Mr Derek Parkins GRNCM 
Mr Gareth Gilkeson BMus Mr John Savage 
Mr Richard Graham Mr Nigel Snell LTCL 

   

TEACHING STAFF 2006-07 

Miss Claire S Evans BEd, MA, MIAM (part-time) 

Miss Deirdre A Cannon BMus, PGCE, LTCL 

Mr Jonathan Rea MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL 
(Director of Music) 
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‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 58 

 2006-2007 

The musical activities for the 2006-07 academic year were dominated by the Waterfront Concert, 

which has already been comprehensively documented in the Sesquicentenial Edition of this 

magazine. However, the rest of the year was far from humdrum, with musicians playing a full role in 

all of the anniversary celebrations. The members of the Concert Band played atmospheric music at 

the Bangor Castle reception, hosted by the mayor to mark the contribution of BGS to the wider 

community of Bangor. At our own gala dinner in March, the band again obliged, lured with the 

promise of burgers and chips, and their input was greatly appreciated by the guests. 

 

In many ways one of the highlights of the anniversary year was the subtle, but rather beautiful, 

anniversary service, held in February in the Parish Church. Although culturally very different from 

most of the music-making done by our boys, the service as a whole was characterised by a level of 

dignity which was considerably enhanced by the uncharacteristically elegant performances of our 

scaled down band and the School Choir.  

 

Beyond the anniversary celebrations, normal routine continued, with musicians performing at all the 

usual school occasions – Speech Day, Remembrance Day, Carol Services, Open Day, the Easter 

Service and the Spring Concert. At Christmas it is our tradition to raise money for charity both through 

collections at our informal concerts at Bloomfields and in the Carol Services. This year the money 

raised exceeded £3,500 and was donated to Abaana as part of the wider anniversary project to send 

a team from the school to Uganda, where they built part of a school.  

 

The Spring Concert could easily have been a difficult occasion. The Waterfront concert had been so 

spectacular in its scale and grandeur, that it was difficult to return to the normal routine in the less-

than-acoustically-sensitive Clarke Hall. Nonetheless, the evening turned out rather well with some 

very ambitious solos as well as the usual group performances from the Concert Band, School Choir, 

Junior Orchestra, String Group and a number of rock and pop bands. Sam Chambers gave an 

exciting and spirited performance of the closing movment of Beethoven’s Moonlight Sonata; Matthew 

Iriwn gave a most technically proficient rendering of the first movement of Mozart’s Clarinet Concerto. 

Robbie Gordon continued the (arbitrary but wonderful) tradition of head boys singing solos – 

performing “I get a kick out of you” in the style of Jamie Cullum, with as much stage charisma as 

Jamie himself. For many though, the highlight of the evening will have been the Koncussion 

ensemble. How can I describe their antics here? Essentially the ensemble consists of 5 
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percussionists under the leadership of one of our drum tutors, Mr Gareth Gilkeson. They used barrels, 

the stage, a motley collection of drums of various sizes, a triangle and their own bodies to create a 

rhythmic collage of sound which was a delight to the ear and the eye. It was extraordinary and 

thankfully someone had the presence of mind to video it. Look up “Koncussion” on Youtube if you 

missed the performance – you’ll even find footage of their rehearsals!  

 

Beyond the big occasions in school, it is always good to see individuals succeeding in the wider music 

making community. We are delighted that this year’s new Year 8 intake contains Michael McComb – 

the current holder of the title, Primary School Young Musician of the Year. It is always good to see 

promise of this sort among our younger performers, and it bodes well for the future. Further up the 

school, Ben Close gained a place in the Ulster Youth Choir, while Alex Trimble gained a place in the 

Ulster Youth Jazz Orchestra. Philip Kennedy attended an Eton Choral Course, and was subsequently 

selected to be part of Rodolfus – one of the most prestigious young choirs in Europe. Philip is among 

its youngest members, and his selection for this choir indicates potential which is truly special. Philip 

is also a highly promising young composer, and one of his choral pieces was recently performed by 

the Balligan Consort.  

 

Each year this article lists those to whom we have reluctantly said goodbye, and this year is no 

exception. Musicians among this year’s leaves included Robbie Blair, Ross Carson, Jamie Clegg, Ben 

Close, Simon Cox, Andrew Flack, Connor Gibson, Robin Gordon, Graham Hegan, Ryan Irvine, 

Matthew Irwin, Philip Johnston, Robbie Knell, Owen Loftus, Craig Lynn, Brian Robb and Richard 

Thompson. We value the contribution our leavers have made to music in the school, and wish them 

well in whatever direction life takes them, musical or otherwise.  

 

Of course we also had another significant departure. Miss Deirdre Cannon left at the end of June to 

become Head of Music in our sister school, Glenlola Collegiate. Miss Cannon taught here for 5 years 

and we are most grateful for the contribution she made here, particularly in the management of 

Instrumental Tuition, and in the direction of the CCF Band, the Junior Orchestra and the School Play 

Band. We congratulate her on her promotion and hope she will enjoy the (perhaps) more refined 

environs of her new school. Also moving on to new things is Mr Trevor Magee, our academic Vice 

Prinicipal, whose contributions to the Music Department included the establishment of a highly 

successful Barber Shop group, and the occasional impromptu piano recital. Mr Magee’s presence 

around the Music Department is genuinely missed – not just for his professional work, but also for his 

outside the box thinking, quick-witted banter and sound advice.  
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Miss Cannon’s full-time post is now occupied by Miss Evans, who had previously taught in BGS part-

time. We welcome Miss Evans formally as she makes the seamless transition to her new role. The 

part-time Music teacher is now Mr Mark Fenn, who is combining his teaching here with the role of 

Head of Music in Cedar Lodge Special School. We are delighted to benefit from Mr Fenn’s wide 

experience – not only has he taught in a number of schools in his native Scotland; he also spent a 

number of years as a professional pianist, before starting his career in education. We hope he feels 

very much at home in BGS. 

 

One major development in the Music Department this year is the acquisition of a new ICT suite, 

featuring 7 Apple iMac Computers with audio interfaces and a wide range of music making software. 

These were purchased with the proceeds of the Waterfront Concert, which the Board of Governors 

generously put at the disposal of the Music Department. Thanks to this new equipment, we are once 

again a start of the art music technology centre, and we hope to be able to remain at the cutting edge 

for some time to come. 

 

Below you will see the exam results for the year, and we are, as ever, delighted to congratulate the 

individuals who have enjoyed the successes listed. However, the broader point must also be made 

that these individual successes are only possible because of the input of a whole music making 

community in school. So thanks are due to all who support the Music Department – parents, 

colleagues, tutors, friends and of course the boys themselves. The combined effort continues to bring 

corporate and individual success, and the future of BGS Music remains bright.  

 

MUSIC EXAMINATION RESULTS 2006-07 

CCEA GCE A2-LEVEL  

Grade B Brian Robb 
Grade C Robbie Knell 
Grade D Andrew Flack 
Grade E Philip Johnston 
CCEA GCE AS-LEVEL 

Grade A Patrick Thompson, Rory Ingham, Gavin Loftus 
Grade B Alex Trimble, Sam Halliday, Edward McCoy 
CCEA GCSE LEVEL 

Grade A* Philip Kennedy, William McKeown, Sam Chambers 
Grade A Selwyn Anketell, Courtney McMullan 
Grade B Darren Edgar, Mark Patterson, Richard Aicken, Chris Graham  
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ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 2006-07 

PRACTICAL EXAMINATIONS 

Name Instrument Grade Mark Result 
Alexander Andrews Flute 1 132 Distinction 
Philip Harper Alto Saxophone 1 128 Merit 
Ross Kennedy Oboe 1 124 Merit 
Adam Bradley Alto Saxophone 1 124 Merit 
Reuben Russell Alto Saxophone 1 121 Merit 
Peter Eves Trombone 1 121 Merit 
Ryan Graham Clarinet 1 120 Merit 
Daniel Orr Violin 1 120 Merit 
James Lyttle Clarinet 1 118 Pass 
Phillip Cully Trombone 1 112 Pass 
Ryan Walker Alto Saxophone 1 111 Pass 
Michael Best Clarinet 1 109 Pass 
 

Duncan Hegan Flute 2 135 Distinction 
Cameron Stroud Piano 2 127 Merit 
Max Montgomery Trumpet 2 126 Merit 
Matthew Patterson Alto Saxophone 2 126 Merit 
Jonathan Shaw Flute 2 125 Merit 
Reuben Russell Alto Saxophone 2 124 Merit 
Elliot Boyd Flute 2 120 Merit 
Phillip Donaldson Trombone 2 115 Pass 
Gareth Irvine Trombone 2 108 Pass 
Andrew Jenkins Guitar 2 120 Merit 
 

Rory Mercer Euphonium 3 127 Merit 
Bonar Southern Trumpet 3 123 Merit 
David Campbell Clarinet 3 122 Merit 
Josh Bailie Trumpet 3 121 Merit 
Harrison Cox Trumpet 3 120 Merit 
Peter Eves Trombone 3 120 Merit 
Evan Fleming Drums 3 120 Merit 
Patrick Miller Clarinet 3 117 Pass 
Philip McKeown Horn 3 117 Pass 
Michael Judd Oboe 3 116 Pass 
Benjamin Murphy Clarinet 3 115 Pass 
Rhys Loftus Flute 3 113 Pass 
Patrick Ingham Euphonium 3 113 Pass 
Crisanto España Tenor Saxophone 3 112 Pass 
Matthew Girvan Guitar 3 120 Merit 
Niall McDermott Oboe 3 112 Pass 
Ross Meikle Trumpet 3 112 Pass 
Nathan Mount Clarinet 3 112 Pass 
Philip Anderson Clarinet 3 110 Pass 
Curtis Monaghan Clarinet 3 109 Pass 
Michael Pach Oboe 3 104 Pass 
Reuben Russell Guitar` 3 120 Merit 
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James Geddis Clarinet 4 135 Distinction 
William Mckeown Oboe 4 133 Distinction 
Jonathan Gordon Euphonium 4 133 Distinction 
Mark Gibson Flute 4 130 Distinction 
Richard Crawford Trumpet 4 130 Distinction 
David Gibson Clarinet 4 128 Merit 
Jonathon Simpson Cello 4 127 Merit 
Stephen Daniels Trumpet 4 126 Merit 
Gareth Leddy Flute 4 125 Merit 
Rory Mawhinney Euphonium 4 121 Merit 
Conor Graham Trumpet 4 121 Merit 
Adam Bradley Violin 4 120 Merit 
Luke Dornan Flute 4 117 Pass 
Richard Hunter Violin 4 114 Pass 
Paul Magowan Alto Saxophone 4 113 Pass 
Christopher Walker Violin 4 111 Pass 
Ryan Wilson Trumpet 4 108 Pass 
Sean Crooks Violin 4 100 Pass 
 

Drew Magowan Trumpet 5 130 Distinction 
Andrew Bradley Trumpet 5 127 Merit 
Luke Dornan Flute 5 127 Merit 
Philip McKeown Violin 5 123 Merit 
Andrew Clegg Trumpet 5 121 Merit 
Thomas Humphreys Flute 5 117 Pass 
Kyle Watts Alto Saxophone 5 117 Pass 
Mitchell Barnett Trombone 5 116 Pass 
Mark Byers Trumpet 5 116 Pass 
Jonathan Maguire Tuba 5 114 Pass 
Daniel Lewis Trumpet 5 112 Pass 
William McKeown Piano 5 111 Pass 
Jason King Clarinet 5 111 Pass 
Jack Irwin Piano 5 107 Pass 
Matthew Wilson Trombone 5 105 Pass 
 

James Bailie Clarinet 6 131 Distinction 
Courtney McMullan Flute 6 130 Distinction 
Philip Kennedy Clarinet 6 128 Merit 
Ross McConaghy Trumpet 6 121 Merit 
 

Matthew Crawford Horn 7 111 Pass 
Craig McDowell Bassoon 7 110 Pass 
Rory Ingham Trombone 8 132 Distinction 
 

Brian Robb Flute 8 110 Pass 
Daniel Watts Trumpet 8 101 Pass 
 

Sam Haley Piano Prep Test   
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THEORY EXAMINATIONS 
Darragh Mcdonald  1 66 Pass 
 

Cameron Stroud  2 76 Pass 
 

James Bailie  5 70 Pass 
Kyle Watts  5 70 Pass 
Daniel Lewis  5 70 Pass 
Andrew Bradley  5 75 Pass 
Ryan Thompson  5 81 Merit 
Drew Magowan  5 88 Merit 
David Gibson  5 90 Distinction 

 

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2007-08 

Mr Stephen Barnett GRNCM  Mr David Howell ATCL 

Mrs Olwyn Boyce  Mr John Leeming LRAM 

Mr Peter Comfort  Mr Ian Livingstone 

Mrs Michelle Fenn BA PGRSAMD   Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM 

Mr Richard Douglas BA, LTCL, CT ABRSM  Mrs Janet Gibson     

Mr Gareth Gilkeson BMus  Mr Derek Parkins GRNCM 

Mrs Karen Gordon BMus, PGCE, ALCM  Mr John Savage 

  Mr Nigel Snell LTCL  

   

TEACHING STAFF 2007-08 

Miss Claire S Evans BEd, MA, ATCL, MIAM 

Mr Mark Fenn BA (Mus Perf) RSAMD; PGCE 

Mr Jonathan Rea MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL  
(Director of Music) 
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SESQUICENTENARY CONCERT 

The Waterford Hall, Belfast, October 2006 

THE BEHIND-THE-SCENES STORY 

Three hundred and thirty-six participants, (including 34 trumpets), one 9ft Steinway Concert Grand 

Piano, a myriad of speakers and microphones, a big bathtub full of fireworks and a 19th Century 

cannon! It’s no wonder the event liaison officer at the Waterfront became a little stressed as we 

discussed the layout of the stage for our 150th Anniversary Waterfront concert. The Waterfront stage 

is in fact a hugely flexible structure. Made up of 11 independently moving elevators which can be 

arranged at different heights, and substantially larger in their totality than our school’s entire Assembly 

Hall, it’s a performance space which presents all sorts of challenges and dilemmas for an event 

producer. So a few weeks before our event we made a metre for metre template of the stage on the 

floor of the Assembly Hall – with all the elevators drawn out in masking tape! That way we were able 

to decide who would be performing where, and thus make maximum use of our available time in the 

Hall. Now seems as good a time as any to apologise to the cleaners for the fact that one roll of the 

“masking tape” was in fact double sided sticky tape, and that one or two small marks of our 

experimental stage remain as permanent mementoes on the Assembly Hall floor….. Oops.  

 

The scale of the event meant that we thought of little or nothing else from dawn until bedtime (and 

beyond) for about six weeks before the big day. It is impossible to convey the level of momentum and 

the sense of expectation that built up in school in the final days of preparation. I am deeply grateful to 

the boys and to colleagues who came in for evening rehearsals, worked solidly in a more focussed 

and driven way than I have ever witnessed, and caught the whole vision of the celebration that would 

be the concert. Old boys, tutors, teaching colleagues from other departments and friends of the Music 

Department rallied round in an unprecedented way. Specifically I’d like to record thanks to Mr Willie 

Cree, who managed much of the detail of the event, liaising extensively with the hall management so 

that those of us involved in musical matters could concentrate on what we had to do. Mr Cree had not 

shared a project with the Music Department before, and I am grateful that he displayed such patience 

for the temperamental whims of the impulsive and crazy musicians he had to work with. I’d also like 

thank specifically Miss Cannon and Miss Evans, who worked creatively, brilliantly and with good 

humour, often despite incomplete communication and last minute planning from me! Without the help 

of everyone involved, we could not have made the event come together.  
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In fact, everything for the concert was coming together really well about a week before it. The printed 

programme was almost complete, thanks to Mr Magee’s well-organised publication schedule, the 

rehearsals were going swimmingly, the tickets were selling well and the technical planning for the 

event was under control. This is always a dangerous place to be in – because it leaves room for new 

ideas. Now, it was always the plan to end the concert with the 1812 overture by Tchaikovsky, and you 

may be aware that he specified a cannon as one of the percussion instruments in that piece. Most 

modern performances substitute this for a big drum – but suddenly, with things under control for the 

event, this seemed a wholly inadequate prop. And so, about 4 or 5 days before the concert, the idea 

of using a real cannon became very appealing. Now, getting hold of a cannon is even harder than you 

might think. Theft of the one in Ward Park was quickly ruled out (due to its weight more than due to 

our morality) and the army are reluctant to lend theirs out to civilians for indoor use…. but I have to 

admit that the acquisition of a proper cannon became something of an obsession. I’m not ashamed to 

admit that I am into obsession in a big way, and so I am pleased to report that after 3 days of not 

thinking about anything else, we finally found an authentic 19th Century cannon and successfully hired 

it. The trouble is that you can’t actually fire a cannon in the Waterfront, and so the new obsession 

became how to convey the impression that the cannon had been fired, whilst actually generating the 

“boom” from another source. In all of this we were indebted to Sean Pagel of Production Services 

Ireland, who shares my tendency for obsession and who was absolutely relentless in finding a 

solution. Various ideas were ruled out. Pre-recorded cannon bangs would have been cheating. A 

Lambeg-sized drum would have been ok, but still a bit lame. And in the end, the only satisfying 

solution was the one we employed. We found a gentleman who has a degree in music and a 

qualification in pyrotechnics (fireworks), and employed him for a day, complete with a couple of steel 

bath tubs (known as bomb tanks) and 36 very loud fireworks. The idea was that whenever a cannon 

was called for in the score, a firework would go off, and at the same time, a puff of smoke from a 

smoke machine would be sent through the cannon to generate the visual impression that the cannon 

was making the bang.  

 

So as I sat in the Hilton that morning eating a five course breakfast (which you will understand was an 

entirely necessary part of the mental and physical preparation for the day ahead), a disproportionate 

amount of my personal happiness rested on only one thing – would the cannon special effect work?  

The day of the concert was great fun. No matter how many times you do it, walking onto the stage of 

the Waterfront and looking up at the seemingly unending array of seats is a stunning experience. I 

suppose that whether you find it inspiring or intimidating depends on your mood or personality, but I 
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am happy to report that most of the boys seemed to acclimatise very well to the environment of the 

Hall. Very quickly it felt like BGS had moved home for a day, and it was great to feel the buzz 

spreading as more and more participants arrived. The whole building seemed to have a BGS 

adrenaline rush pumping through it. 

 

Rehearsals began, and inevitably the big moment came. Amidst great anticipation, it was time to 

rehearse the 1812. There are 17 cannon bangs in the score of the piece. So in theory we had enough 

fireworks to rehearse once and do the concert once, with 2 spares just in case something went wrong. 

We were prepared for a loud bang when the first firework went off – but nothing could have prepared 

us for what then happened. For reasons I still don’t understand months later, when the first firework 

went off, all 16 others in the tank activated at the same time, causing the building to shake violently 

and the senior staff of the Waterfront to come rushing in to find out what had happened… Oops again. 

This left the firework man standing scratching his head, wondering where he could go on a Saturday 

afternoon to borrow a few more bomb tanks. That he managed to do so is a huge credit to his 

personal determination. Obviously bomb tanks are not available in every corner shop. 

 

Anyway, the afternoon progressed peacefully thereafter and I am delighted to go on record to thank 

the boys for the amazingly positive attitude they displayed in the whole run up to the event. It’s a real 

credit to our boys that not once did I feel the need to give a pupil a piece of my perturbed mind in the 

final hours leading up to the concert. They were, without exception, a joy to work with. 

 

The event began with a specially written elaboration of the School Song. Entitled “Floreat Bangoria”, it 

used a recording of the song from 1950 (the year the original song was written) at the start, before 

exploding into a fanfare which in turn leads into a sedate instrumental version of the song, before 

finally bursting into a final rousing rendition from the band of over 100 and the 200 singers on the 

stage. From that moment on I personally knew the event was going to be very special – not merely as 

a musical experience, but as a very potent celebration of the community that is our school. It sounds 

jingoistic and has the potential to come across as insincere, but I can honestly say that I have never 

felt such a deep sense of pride in the school community as when I saw it so vividly expressed on the 

stage.  

 

As the evening developed, the positive vibe continued. If I am entirely honest, I am quite reluctant to 

review individual items. To be frank, if you were present at the event you will have your own opinions 
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and memories, and mine will count for little. If you weren’t there, then a descriptive magazine article 

has very little chance of bringing the event to life for you in a meaningful way. To review the event 

piece by piece would in my opinion unravel the magic of the evening. You simply had to be there! 

What was wonderful was that whoever I spoke to in the days afterwards, they seemed to name a 

different item in the concert that was their “highlight”. There were 8 soloists – 4 Old Boys and 4 

current pupils. There was one pop/rock band, who had won the right to be the one band to perform in 

the concert (and who sadly disbanded the day after it….), and of course there were many items with 

large numbers of boys involved.  

 

The four Old Boy soloists were Ben Dawson, Gareth Gardner, Sam Johnston and Luke Chambers. In 

every case it was great to see these men developing in their professionalism and poise. Each one 

took the stage by storm in his own way. The four current pupils were Rory Ingham, Daniel Watts, 

Philip Kennedy and Ben Close. Each of these boys also has a promising future ahead of him, in which 

I hope music will play a big part. Life Without Rory (the aforementioned pop/rock band) was for some 

people a challenging item on the programme, because not everyone necessarily enjoys a big 

aggressive rock sound – but no-one could deny the tightness of their performance and the originality 

of the song. The band no longer exists, but their final hour was a truly energetic one.  

 

Of the larger groups, mention must be made of Connor House, whose choir performed (in three parts, 

I might add) under the direction of Miss Evans with elegance and good humour. Despite the 

interruption from a couple of delinquent footballers, they seemed to enjoy their Waterfront 

appearance. The Barber Shop group was another high point of the evening. Conducted by the 

inimitable and highly esteemed Academic Vice Principal, Mr Magee, they created a performance 

which was silky smooth, controlled and musical, incorporating an intelligent and witty monologue 

written and performed by Gavin Loftus.  

 

And eventually the moment came – Cannon Time. No – not Miss Cannon on the podium, that had 

already happened several times, most notably in her direction of the BGS Big Band. The cannon itself 

(or rather the smoke machine embedded in it) was operated by the one and only Ian Hunter, legend 

of our time and former BGS Director of Music, who joined the masses in performance on a number of 

occasions throughout the evening, and whose very presence added extra decorum to the occasion. 

The audience were warned to expect loud bangs in the 1812, but I truly don’t think they believed we 

would actually set off fireworks. But, oh my goodness, we did. Conscious that the adjective I am about 
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to choose is compromised by overuse, I am careful in my choice of vocabulary to describe the 

moment the bangs began in the live performance – it was awesome! The performance of the music 

was pretty fine too! 

 

The evening ended with two encores. The first was an emotionally charged rendition of the school’s 

unofficial Concert Band Anthem, “The Stripper”, played with phenomenal gusto. The second was in all 

honesty entirely planned, but looked impromptu – an unaccompanied, brazen, vocal blast of the 

actual school song, sung by audience and all in all its raw glory. And as the evening ended with a 

shout of “Come on Bangor!” we walked off the stage with a level of performance exhilaration 

unsurpassed in my experience, and a real sense that we would sleep well in our beds that night. More 

than that, though, we had celebrated our community in a prestigious public arena, and the fire of 

shared pride was blazing in our hearts. Personally, with a great sense of contentment, I ended the 

day as I had begun it – at a table in the Hilton for another substantial meal – this time accompanied by 

a large number of Old Boys. A fitting end to a day we shall never forget.  

 

BGS had conquered the Waterfront.  

 

JR 
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 ‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 59 

2007-2008 

Music continues to play an active role at the centre of school life in BGS. The academic year 2007-08 

contained a very wide variety of performance opportunities for our boys, not just in the usual 

occasions such as Speech Day, Open Day, Remembrance Day and the Carol Services, but in many 

other settings as well.  

 

The year began with a Battle of the Bands competition. This was a new venture, run in conjunction 

with the BGS Parents’ Association. Five bands competed in a high-spirited Friday evening 

spectacular. Some performed cover versions of well-known songs, while others chose to perform 

original material. It was a great evening, brimming with energy and enthusiasm, not least in the staff 

band, which made up in charisma what it lost in dignity. The winners of the evening were Telostar – 

featuring their own song sung by lead singer Ross McConaghy.  

 

Only two weeks later, another entirely new venture took place. Known as Hi Falutin’, this was billed as 

a concert of “old music performed by young men”. Normally BGS concerts have a very wide range of 

music performed in one evening. The idea behind this concert was to perform an entirely classical 

concert which would challenge both the players and the audience.To give ourselves more of a sense 

of occasion than is possible in any of the school buildings, we did this event in Bangor Parish Church, 

which was a superb location for an evening of beautifully performed classical music, which for many 

turned out to be a surprise highlight of the academic year.  

 

One of the aspirations behind the evening was to give a forum to our School Choir, which has made 

superb progress in quality in recent months. The choir is now an auditioned group, and the quality of 

its music making speaks for itself. They performed extracts from Handel’s Messiah, Faure’s Requiem, 

Pitoni’s Cantate Domino and Mendelssohn’s I Waited for the Lord. Entering into the spirit of the 

evening, the band played a range of classical music, including some Bach, Gustav Holst and the slow 

movement of Mozart’s Clarinet Concerto, with our clarinet tutor, Gillian McCutcheon, as the soloist. 

There were also maturely performed solos from Courtney McMullan, Jonathan Gordon, Michael 

McComb, William McKeown and Philip Kennedy. 

 

The theme of performing in an attractive church building continued at Christmas time when we were 

asked to provide a special Christmas celebration for Macmillan Cancer in Bangor Abbey. An unusual 
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hybrid between service and concert, this was another excellent forum to showcase both the choir and 

the band, which also had the added benefit of raising £2,000 for Macmillan. Combined with the 

collections at the Carol Service and Bloomfield Shopping Centre, this led to charitable donations in 

excess of £5,000 being made as a result of our boys’ Christmas music making this year. The other 

two beneficiaries were the Myasthenia Gravis Association and Habitat for Humanity – which was 

chosen specifically because a group of our pupils were going on a Habitat team to Africa in the 

summer. We also performed an informal Carol Service at the Northern Ireland Institute for the 

Disabled at Stricklands. Christmas music making remains a highlight of the year in BGS for the whole 

school community.  

 

The other contribution of musicians to school life in the first term was to provide most unusual music 

for the School play, a performance of “Alice”, ingeniously and hilariously adapted from Lewis Carroll’s 

classic. The musicians were charged with creating electro-acoustic music using laptops, sound effects 

units, samplers and some pre-recorded material. Although the music may not have been to 

everyone’s taste, it was great to see senior pupils from the school performing in such a cutting edge 

style, directed largely by themselves. Given the whole emphasis on Sonic Art, electronics and the 

interface of science and music within the music industry, it was most interesting to see some of our 

strongest musicians perform music in an environment where there were in fact no musical 

instruments in the traditional sense.  

 

Another outside-the-box performance took place in January when some senior percussionists were 

asked to perform at SCORE - CCEA’s showcase concert in the Waterfront Hall. On this occasion, the 

music was percussion-based, performed by a band called Koncussion, and featured a whole range of 

bin lids, barrels, cymbals, drums and percussive sounds generated by the human body. The invitation 

came to the school because the boys had been nominated to perform following the success of this 

highly creative piece in the AS-level practicals the previous year. It was excellent to see our pupils 

performing with such creative excellence and poise in that salubrious context.  

 

Things resumed a more typical pattern for the remainder of the year, with the Spring Concert 

demonstrating a fully eclectic programme with pieces ranging from Scheherezade to Spider Pig and 

composers ranging from Mr Faure to Mr Fenn. The gentlemen of Year 14 performed a superb 

arrangement of Duke Special’s song, Portrait, with each performer singing a solo line or two of the 

song in a musical, but deliberately comic manner. Seeing the group perform together was a delightful 
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expression of the community aspect of music making which drives so much of the musical agenda 

within the school.  

 

The Spring Concert can at times be an emotional experience for some musical pupils whose last 

performance it is with us before they leave the school. This year we bade farewell to Kevin Baird, 

Chris Barbour, Matthew Crawford, Mark Dunne, Sam Halliday, Rory Ingham, Edward McCoy, Craig 

McDowell, Patrick Thompson and Alex Trimble. We wish them well for the future in all their 

enterprises, musical or otherwise.  

 

The final performance of the year took place again in Bangor Parish Church were were provided the 

band for this year’s RUC George Cross Service – a highly formal and emotional occasion at which our 

boys represented the school with great dignity and musical aplomb.  

 

Over and above the formal programme of music making, there were many individual successes within 

the year. Full exam results are listed below, but there are also some facts worth highlighting. Rory 

Ingham gained his ATCL diploma in trombone. Philip Kennedy gained 144 marks in his Grade 8 

Singing exam, which apparently places him in the top 0.011267% of ABRSM candidates in the UK. In 

an altogether different frame of reference, a little band called Two Door Cinema Club, consisting of 

Kevin Baird, Alex Trimble and Sam Halliday were gaining some BBC Radio airplay before leaving 

school. Patrick Thompson’s band, the Rend Collective Experiment released a CD which has led to a 

number of offers of recording contracts. Patrick has also gained a place on the Tonmeister couse at 

Surrey – internationally recognised as the world’s top course for musicians and sound engineers. 

 

In terms of the development of the Music Department, ICT continues to play a major role in the warp 

and weft of our musical lives, and we continue to aspire to provide a top-quality cutting edge 

environment for our boys, using Apple iMacs and a whole range of appropriate software.  

 

One great event of the year was the acquisition of a good quality Yamaha grand piano for the Music 

Department, thanks to the help of the Parents Association. This is a superb resource, which raises the 

bar for our pianists in the school as they strive to achieve the highest possible standards. Already 

there is evidence of more people opting to perform and practice in the Music Department simply 

because such a fine instrument is available.  
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So as we look to the new school over the next couple of years, it is with excitement and anticipation at 

all the opportunities it will provide for Music, amongst other things. In the mean time we remain 

grateful for the support of all who take an interest in Music in BGS – parents, governors, senior staff, 

tutors and all who attend the various events in which we perform. It is a great pleasure to be part of 

such a vibrant and successful environment.  

 

JR 

 

MUSIC EXAMINATION RESULTS 2007-08 

CCEA GCE A2-LEVEL  

Grade B Sam Halliday, Rory Ingham, Edward McCoy, Patrick Thompson, Alex Trimble 

CCEA GCE AS-LEVEL 

Grade A Philip Kennedy, Courtney McMullan 

Grade B Selwyn Anketell 

Grade C Daniel Warwick 

CCEA GCSE LEVEL 

Grade A* Stephen Geddis, Alasdair Winter 

Grade A Jason King, Ryan Thompson, Ryan Cherry, Ross McConaghy, Daniel Watts 

Grade B Ethan Hamill, Gavin Morrow, Matthew Patterson 

Grade C Graham Eakin 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 2007/08 

CANDIDATE SUBJECT GRADE MARK RESULT 

Philip Kennedy Singing 8 144 Distinction 
Gavin Loftus Drum Kit 8 117 Pass 
 

Ryan Thompson Violin 7 124 Merit 
Courtney Mcmullan Flute 7 124 Merit 
Andrew Bradley Trumpet 7 115 Pass 
Mark Dunne Bassoon 7 101 Pass 
 

William Mckeown Oboe 6 131 Distinction 
Kyle Watts Alto Saxophone 6 123 Merit 
Philip Mckeown Violin 6 123 Merit 
Peter Brittain Flute 6 118 Pass 
Mark Byers Trumpet 6 118 Pass 
Luke Dornan Flute 6 117 Pass 
Andrew Matthews Drum Kit 6 118 Pass 
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Thomas Humphreys Flute 6 116 Pass 
Daniel Lewis Trumpet 6 115 Pass 
 

Jonathan Gordon Euphonium 5 133 Distinction 
David Gibson Clarinet 5 133 Distinction 
Rory Mawhinney Euphonium 5 130 Distinction 
David Gibson Alto Saxophone 5 127 Merit 
Jonathon Simpson Cello 5 126 Merit 
Stephen Daniels Trumpet 5 124 Merit 
Adam Bradley Violin 5 123 Merit 
Peter Eves Trombone 5 122 Merit 
Mark Gibson Flute 5 121 Merit 
Matthew Girvan Guitar 5 121 Merit 
Richard Crawford Trumpet 5 121 Merit 
James Geddis Clarinet 5 120 Merit 
Paul Magowan Tenor Saxophone 5 118 Pass 
Reuben Russell Guitar 5 117 Pass 
Courtney Mcmullan Piano 5 116 Pass 
Philip Harper Alto Saxophone 5 114 Pass 
Gareth Leddy Flute 5 113 Pass 
Christopher Walker Violin 5 112 Pass 
Richard Hunter Violin 5 104 Pass 
Jonathan Cully Alto Saxophone 5 102 Pass 
 

Adam Bradley Alto Saxophone 4 132 Distinction 
David Gibson Alto Saxophone 4 131 Distinction 
Peter Eves Trombone 4 127 Merit 
Ross Meikle Trumpet 4 117 Pass 
Niall Mcdermott Oboe 4 111 Pass 
David Campbell Clarinet 4 111 Pass 
Joshua Bailie Trumpet 4 109 Pass 
Patrick Miller Clarinet 4 109 Pass 
Ben Murphy Clarinet 4 107 Pass 
Crisanto Espana Tenor Saxophone 4 106 Pass 
 

Ross Whiteside Horn 3 131 Distinction 
Philip Harper Alto Saxophone 3 130 Distinction 
Luke Seawright Flute 3 128 Merit 
Adam Bradley Alto Saxophone 3 125 Merit 
Phillip Donaldson Trombone 3 125 Merit 
Jack Denny Tuba 3 122 Merit 
Andrew Poxon Trombone 3 122 Merit 
Ross Kennedy Oboe 3 120 Merit 
Reuben Russell Alto Saxophone 3 120 Merit 
Jack Edgar Flute 3 118 Pass 
Aaron Davison Violin 3 117 Pass 
Johnnie Fergie Clarinet 3 117 Pass 
Scott Hawe Drum Kit 3 117 Pass 
James Carson Euphonium 3 117 Pass 
Matthew Patterson Alto Saxophone 3 117 Pass 
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Max Montgomery Trumpet 3 117 Pass 
Matthew Stockton Trumpet 3 115 Pass 
Jonathan Shaw Flute 3 114 Pass 
Philip Cully Trombone 3 110 Pass 
 

Jamie Kissock Trumpet 2 136 Distinction 
Christopher Walker Alto Saxophone 2 133 Distinction 
Ross Kennedy Oboe 2 124 Merit 
Alex Andrews Flute 2 124 Merit 
Ryan Graham Clarinet 2 124 Merit 
Andrew Jenkins Guitar 2 122 Merit 
Shannon Craig Guitar 2  117 Pass 
Michael Best Clarinet 2 109 Pass 
 

Jamie Mcgrath Clarinet 1 132 Distinction 
Adam King Flute 1 125 Merit 
Callum Walker Flute 1 124 Merit 
Jamie Kissock Trumpet 1 123 Merit 
Adam Brown Alto Saxophone 1 122 Merit 
Christopher Ball Alto Saxophone 1 121 Merit 
Mark Farmer Piano 1 116 Pass 
Max Bloomfield Alto Saxophone 1 109 Pass 
 

 

TEACHING STAFF 2008-2009 

Miss Claire S Evans BEd, MA, ATCL, MIAM 

Mr Jonathan Rea MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL 
(Director of Music) 
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 ‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 60 

2008-2009 

If variety is the spice of life, then a year in the Music Department is a Vindaloo experience. The 

activities of the past year – as ever – demonstrate the diversity of musical performances given by 

BGS boys and it is a pleasure to be able to write of their achievements.  

 

INSPECTORS’ DINNER 

September began with an invitation for a small group to perform in the auspicious surroundings of the 

Annual Schools’ Inspectors Conference. Three Sixth Form Pupils, Courtney McMullan, William 

McKeown and Alasdair Winter performed classical background music for the Inspectors at a pre-

dinner reception in the Burrendale Hotel. It is rumoured that no other school has previously been 

asked to do this, and it was gratifying that there were so many positive comments about the 

presentation and quality of our boys’ performances.  

 

THE MUSIC COMPETITION 

Still in September, we held a superb evening of competitive music making in the Music Department, 

judged by our own answer to the X Factor panel – a worthy group of carefully chosen staff, equipped 

with a great deal of astute musical knowledge and instinct. The performances throughout the evening 

were spirited and entertaining, with some real stars emerging in the solo categories. It was especially 

good to see singers who were willing to perform in front of their peers. The whole atmosphere was 

one of supportive camaraderie.  

 

Music Department life was enriched by two temporary pupils from Germany during the first few 

months of the academic year. The first, Vitus Erhart, was a quietly competent young trumpeter who 

contributed well to the Concert Band during his stay. The second, Kieron Staub, was a fine pianist, 

who provided some of the greatest tension of the term by declaring war on the long-established piano 

aficionado of the Music Department, David Gibson. The rivalry between these two young men was 

fierce throughout the term, not least in the aforementioned competition, but David won through in the 

end. 

CATHEDRALS AND CAROLS 

Following the usual performances at Speech Day and Remembrance Day, Christmas was, as ever, a 

busy time for our musicians. The season began with a Christingle service in Belfast Cathedral, hosted 
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by the Myasthenia Gravis Association, who were the worthy beneficiaries of the money raised that 

evening. In an unprecedented move, the BGS Concert Band and Choir collaborated with the Choir of 

Glenlola Collegiate, making the occasion all the more special. The Cathedral was an exciting place in 

which to perform – and the sound of the band was especially dramatic, given the resonant acoustic of 

the building. It would be good to return there again in the future.  

 

Closer to home, musicians from the school also performed at the Bethlehem Village experience in 

Ballycrochan Baptist Church and at Carnalea Care Centre, before our main Carol Services in the 

Clarke Hall and our annual Carol Playing in the Bloomfield Centre. All in all, £4,000 was raised by our 

musicians in the run up to Christmas, and this money was distributed among the Myasthenia Gravis 

Association, the Ruari Rehabilitation Centre in Kenya and iThemba, an African Aids charity, working 

particularly among children and young people.  

 

SPRING CONCERT 

As soon as Christmas ended, preparations began for the usual marathon performance on Open 

Evening. However, the main musical event of the Easter Term was, as always, the Spring Concert. 

The evening contained many musical highlights. It will be a long time before I forget the musicianship 

demonstrated in William McKeown’s mature rendition of the slow movement of Mozart’s Oboe 

Concerto. The oboe is William’s second instrument, and he rounded off a fabulous school career by 

gaining a distinction in his grade 8, despite only starting the instrument in Year 10. 

 

Another high point was David Gibson’s rousing performance of a Rachmaninov Prelude – a highly 

challenging solo piano piece, played with great gusto and flamboyance.  

 

A more unexpected treat came in the form of the first ever public performance of a piece of Irish 

Traditional Music in BGS – the GCSE Set Work, Donal Lunny, played by a specially-formed ensemble 

of enthusiasts. This group is to be encouraged to keep developing their knowledge of this style.  

 

The contribution of the Concert Band demonstrated the usual variety of colour which this group 

provides – form an exquisite arrangement of Vaughan Williams’ Fantasia on a Theme of Thomas 

Tallis to a more playful medley of music from Toy Story. The Choir, meanwhile, continues to raise the 

bar of its standard of performance. On this occasion the main work was Handel’s “Zadok the Priest”, 

performed with accompaniment provided by our newly-formed chamber orchestra – complete with 
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string section. This was an ambitious thing to take on, and the boys rose to the challenge admirably. 

In fact, I suspect this piece gained the second largest applause of the evening.  

 

DANCING QUEENS OF YEAR 14 

The largest applause of the evening was reserved for a choir consisting of almost the entire Year 14 

singing Abba’s “Dancing Queen” with a zeal which was actually quite concerning. Under the 

leadership of Head Boy, Ben Robinson, this group was formed more as an expression of community 

identity than as a display of musical talent. There was great comedy in the rehearsals as the spirit of 

BGS was expressed in such a powerful way. Nevertheless, the result - after only a few days training - 

was a highly choreographed and wildly entertaining performance of this great musical classic. Quite 

simply, it brought the house down.  

PHILIP KENNEDY 

One of the pleasures of writing the Music report for the Gryphon magazine is the chance to record the 

achievements of particular individuals, and normally I spend a paragraph doing that. No-one will mind 

if Philip Kennedy receives a paragraph all to himself. This young man’s talent is so far off the 

measuring scale that this is the only way to do him justice. Philip began the year by winning the 

ABRSM’s award for the highest Grade 8 in Ireland in 2008 across all instruments. In fact he took three 

grade 8 exams in different instruments while still at school. As a composer, he had pieces performed 

not just in school by our own choir, but also on more than one occasion by the highly esteemed 

Balligan Consort. He was a finalist in the Bank or Ireland’s Catharine Judge Award, a highly 

prestigious competition featuring the finest young solo performers in the land. He was recognised at 

the SEELB Outstanding Achievement Awards for his musical prowess, and selected to sing at the 

Awards Ceremony. The quality of his singing voice, coupled with the maturity of his musicianship is 

simply exceptional. More than all this, though, I shall remember the willingness with which he always 

shared his musicianship within the school community, and the character which shone through his fine 

talent. It is no surprise that he is now on a gap year Choral Scholarship in Norwich Cathedral, and on 

behalf of the school I wish him every success, whatever the future direction of his career. I suspect it 

will be musical…. 

 

OTHER INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENTS 

But Philip is not the only high achiever in Music. Ryan Thompson, a present member of Year 14, has 

already had some of his musical compositions performed on Radio 1 and Kiss FM. Andrew Hegan is 

currently placed second in the Irish Bagpiping Championships for his age group. Of course, many 
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other current pupils have achieved significant personal goals through the grade examinations listed 

below.  

It also seems appropriate to mention that some of our most recent leavers have excelled themselves 

by getting from the BGS Music Department to playing Glastonbury in less than a year. Kevin Baird, 

Alex Trimble and Sam Halliday – who were in Year 14 two years ago, are enjoying a successful 

career as Two Door Cinema Club – a band which they began whilst still at school – and with whom 

they are currently touring France as I write, having already signed a recording deal and had a number 

1 single (albeit in Indonesia!). In a separate development, another member of their year group, Patrick 

Thompson, has also signed a deal with a major international label as part of his band, Rend Collective 

Experiment – and has just finished recording an album.  

 

Other news of Old Boys received in the past year includes the fact that Eduard and Omar Zatriqi both 

gained first class honours in Music at QUB. Meanwhile, another recent leaver, Andrew Kitchen is now 

working as a producer/engineer in Abbey Road recording studios.  

 

It is always good to hear of Old Boys leaving and going on to do well in the music industry. With that 

spirit in mind we wish all of this year’s leaving musicians well as they continue to their careers – 

whether in music or elsewhere. We bid a fond farewell to Selwyn Anketell, Andrew Bradley, Andrew 

Clegg, Keith Frizzell, Philip Kennedy, Jonathan Maguire, William McKeown, Courtney McMullan and 

Daniel Warwick. 

 

The achievements of all our exam candidates are recorded below. Congratulations to all who have 

gained qualifications this year. It is good to work in such a vibrant and developing environment, where 

so much musical variety is experienced in so many musical styles.  

 

NEW iMACS 

With an eye to the future, we have recently purchased a massive upgrade to our ICT provision in 

Music. We now have a dedicated network server and 12 iMacs running a comprehensive range of 

music software, which allows our pupils throughout the school to explore musical possibilities in a 

myriad of ways. We are proud to be at the forefront of provision for ICT in Music, and to be in a 

position where other schools are consulting us regarding best practice.  
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THANKS 

This year in particular, I would like to thank Mr Matthew Moreland and Miss Rachael Hamilton who 

have provided substitute cover during the absence of Miss Evans. We wish Miss Evans a speedy 

recovery from illness and look forward to her return.  

Thanks are also due to the excellent team of instrumental tutors who contribute so much to the 

achievements of our boys. Thank you to all - governors, colleagues, SMT, parents and the wider 

community - who support Music in the school. 

 JR 

 

MUSIC EXAMINATION RESULTS 2008-09 

CCEA GCE A2-LEVEL  

Grade A Philip Kennedy (Choral Scholarship to Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge)  

CCEA GCE AS-LEVEL 

Grade A Ross McConaghy, Ryan Thompson, Daniel Watts 

Grade B Ryan Cherry 

CCEA GCSE LEVEL 

Grade A* James Bailie, David Gibson 

Grade A Mitchell Barnett, Jordan Boyle, Peter Brittain, Mark Byers, Crisanto Espana, Matthew 

Girvan, Thomas Humphreys, Rory Mawhinney, James Pollard, Reuben Russell, Myles Trimble 

Grade B Jonathan Cully, Paul Magowan, Jonathan Maguire, Daniel Nicholls 

 

THE ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC  

NAME INSTRUMENT GRADE MARK RESULT 

William McKeown Oboe 8 130 Distinction 
David Gibson Piano 8 122 Merit 
Philip Kennedy Clarinet 8 121 Merit 
Alasdair Winter Clarinet 8 120 Merit 
Ross McConaghy Trumpet 8 109 Pass 
 
David Gibson Clarinet 7 122 Merit 
Mark Gibson Flute 7 127 Merit 
Luke Dornan Flute 7 120 Merit 
Thomas Humphreys Flute 7 120 Merit 
Kyle Watts Alto Saxophone 7 111 Pass 
William McKeown Piano 7 110 Pass 
Mark Byers Trumpet 7 106 Pass 
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Peter Eves Trombone 6 133 Distinction 
Adam Bradley Alto Saxophone 6 125 Merit 
Jonathan Gordon Euphonium 6 122 Merit 
James Geddis Clarinet 6 121 Merit 
Jonathon Simpson Cello 6 120 Merit 
Gareth Leddy Flute 6 120 Merit 
Stephen Daniels Trumpet 6 120 Merit 
Rory Mawhinney Euphonium 6 116 Pass 
Adam Bradley Violin 6 115 Pass 
 
Adam Bradley Alto Saxophone 5 124 Merit 
Conor Graham Trumpet 5 117 Pass 
Glenn Burton Trumpet 5 115 Pass 
Philip McKeown Horn 5 114 Pass 
 
Christopher Walker Alto Saxophone 4 124 Merit 
Andrew Poxon Trombone 4 124 Merit 
Jack Edgar Flute 4 121 Merit 
Philip Donaldson Trombone 4 117 Pass 
Luke Seawright Flute 4 115 Pass 
Jonathan Shaw Flute 4 114 Pass 
Max Montgomery Trumpet 4 106 Pass 
Ross Kennedy Oboe 4 105 Pass 
Curtis Monaghan Alto Saxophone 4 102 Pass 
Aaron Davison Violin 4 101 Pass 
 
Adam Bradley Clarinet 3 132 Distinction 
Ryan Graham Clarinet 3 126 Merit 
Jamie Kissock Trumpet 3 123 Merit 
Robert Gamble Bassoon 3 120 Merit 
John Wilson Trumpet 3 116 Pass 
 
Adam King Flute 2 121 Merit 
Adam Brown Alto Saxophone 2 120 Merit 
Callum Walker Flute 2 120 Merit 
Daniel Orr Violin 2 120 Merit 
Steven Frizzell Alto Saxophone 2 113 Pass 
Jonathan McClurg Alto Saxophone 2 109 Pass 
 
Jack Hanna Clarinet 1 131 Distinction 
Taylor Ferran Oboe 1 128 Merit 
James McConnell Violin 1 128 Merit 
Ryan Miskelly Trumpet 1 124 Merit 
Patrick Eves Euphonium 1 121 Merit 
Mitchell Barnett Piano 1 121 Merit 
James Griffin Flugelhorn 1 120 Merit 
Mark Stoops Clarinet 1 113 Pass 
Bryan Hamilton Trumpet 1 110 Pass 
Charlie Edgar Piano 1 103 Pass 
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ROCKSCHOOL EXAMINATIONS 

NAME INSTRUMENT GRADE RESULT 

Jack Elliott Drum Kit 5 Merit 

Scott Hawe Drum Kit 5 Merit 

Craig Harper Drum Kit 5 Pass 

Callum Walker Guitar 1 Merit 

Matthew Waugh Guitar 1 Merit 

John Hamilton Guitar 2 Pass 

 

TEACHING STAFF 2009-2010 

Miss Claire S Evans BEd, MA, ATCL, MIAM 

Mr Jonathan Rea MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL 
(Director of Music) 
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  ‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 61 

2009-2010 

Music continues to play an important role at the heart of school life. On the one hand, there is the 

daily delivery of the formal curriculum; simultaneously there is a programme of public events which 

make music in school so central to its profile in the wider community. The Music Department in 

Bangor Grammar School has an extremely strong ethos which attempts to combine the 

uncompromising pursuit of excellence with very high levels of enjoyment. The whole point is to create 

positive memories of school music making which will make pupils want to pursue an interest in high-

quality music later in life.  

 

The programme of public events this year included the usual musical contributions to Speech Day, 

Remembrance Day, Carol Services, Open Day and the Spring Concert. More detail follows – but this 

year there were two other musical appearances which I would like to highlight here.  

 

The first was the provision of music at the Grammarians’ Dinner. Four of our most talented solo 

players provided background music during the meal – and while the music was not the focus of 

attention, it was certainly an enhancement to the occasion. The Music Department was grateful to 

receive the sum of £700 – proceeds from a ballot which took place during the evening. With this 

money we were able to purchase some high quality specialist choral microphones, which have since 

featured in our performances in the Clarke Hall.  

 

The second special occasion was an event held in December in Hamilton Road Presbyterian Church 

in association with Feherty Travel. The Concert Band performed a wide range of music to an 

audience of around 400 people from Bangor and the wider community. Also featuring in the concert 

was Zoe Rainey, an excellent singer who specialises in performing songs from musicals. Some of our 

strongest players provided accompaniment for her songs, and I was proud to see them do so well, 

when only a very short time was available for rehearsal. However, the real achievement of the 

evening was that £4,500 was raised in a collection for Action Cancer.  

 

By the time the Christmas Carol Services and the annual charity collections at Bloomfields were 

completed, we were also able to donate £3,460 to Tear Fund’s Making Life Flow programme – which 

provides clean sustainable water to communities who don’t have a regular supply. It is a source of 

great satisfaction to see our boys being able to support such worthy causes as these, simply by 

sharing their developing musicianship. 
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After Christmas, preparations began for the usual marathon performance on Open Evening. However, 

the main musical event of the Easter Term was, as always, the Spring Concert. This event contained 

the usual eclectic mix of musical styles and was, as ever, an excellent showcase of the diversity of 

musical talent in the school. 

 

Classical highlights of the evening included: 

a movement from a Handel flute sonata, performed maturely by Year 10 pupil, Jack Edgar 

a charismatic performance of Hurlstone’s Bassoon Sonata, by the equally charismatic bassoonist, 

Stephen Geddis. 

an intensely moving violin slow movement by Lalo, performed by Ryan Thompson 

the incredibly technically challenging Allegro con fuoco from Weber’s Grand Duo Concertant, 

performed with poise and energy by clarinettist Alasdair Winter 

a sensitive and colourful rendition of Panis Angelicus from the school choir, who continue to develop 

both in their number and in the quality of their work. 

Non-classical music which featured included 

A passionate rendition of Pink Floyd’s Comfortably Numb from a young band of Year 11 enthusiasts 

Tuxedo Junction, performed by the BGS Big Band, under the direction of Daniel Watts, who also 

performed the Hoagy Carmichael’s classic song, Georgia as a trumpet solo.  

A superbly skilful and highly sensitive performance of Stevie Ray Vaughan’s Lenny by talented 

guitarist, James Pollard.  

A dazzling Concert Band arrangement of John Williams’ music for Superman. 

In addition it was good to highlight the compositions of two pupils – Ross McConaghy and Troy 

Powell both performed their own work with conviction. 

 

The increased used of technology in live performances generally was also made a feature of our 

concert, by Stephen Daniels, a talented Year 12 pupil, who alas, has now relocated to England with 

his family. Stephen performed The Scientist by Coldplay, using special processing equipment to alter 

the sound of his singing voice. We could never have predicted that the use of such technology – 

specifically in auto-tuning vocals, would have reached the levels of national controversy that it has 

gone on to do – thanks to the X factor! In Stephen’s case, however, it was all above board – and it 

was great to see a young man being so resourceful in the creation and manipulation of sound.  

 

Another personal contribution to the concert which I would like to highlight is that of Peter Eves. Peter 

began learning trombone in Year 8, and just over 3 years later, he was ready to play an incredibly 
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difficult solo with our Concert Band. The piece of music was an instrumental of Feelin’ Good – a song 

made most recently famous by Michael Bublé. If the success of this public performance was one thing 

– it was quite another when Peter went on to achieve a distinction in Grade 8 later on in the academic 

year. Progress of this speed is most unusual – and a great deal of credit must go to both Peter and to 

his tutor, Mr Steve Barnett, for this exceptional achievement in such a short space of time.  

 

The element of comedy in Spring Concerts has become something of a tradition in recent years. This 

year we had three performances which had comic elements to them. In one case, there was a 

superbly creative piece created by Ross McConaghy and Andrew Matthews, our two concert band 

drummers. They used a wheelie bin and a variety of other objects to create a very amusing semi-

staged piece involving two percussionists having a mock fight.  

 

Towards the end of the concert, further comedy came from the Pizzicatos – a group of dazzling 

academic achievers who choose to relax by playing kazoos together, specialising in re-workings of 

great rock anthems. On this occasion their performance focussed on Journey’s Don’t Stop Believing, 

and at the end of it they were joined by a large choir of their Year 14 compatriots, who sang a number 

of feel-good songs together, culminating in a final chorus featuring around 70 kazoos in powerful 

unison. It was great fun, but actually it has immense value too. The idea of giving everyone in Year 14 

the chance to perform in a live School Concert at the end of their school career is not only a step in 

the direction of equal opportunities. It also adds a great deal to the group’s sense of community as 

they work together to create a genuinely entertaining performance.  

 

Beyond the programme of public music in school events, it is encouraging to see good academic 

results in public examinations in Music. One particular group of people should be highlighted this year 

– namely the group who became known as the fast track music class. In one dedicated period per 

week, and with a significant amount of personal effort in between times, these four boys in Year 11 

managed to achieve 2 A* (Chris Walker and Peter Eves) and 2 A grades (Richard Hunter and Patrick 

Miller) in GCSE Music.  

It is also good to see pupils interacting with the wider world of the music industry. David Gibson, a 

talented young pianist and composer, participated in an Ulster Youth Orchestra composition 

workshop under the supervision of the Ulster Orchestra’s composer in residence, Brian Irvine – who is 

himself an old boy of this school. David also went on to perform in a Chopin masterclass with the 

internationally renowned concert pianist, Nikolai Demidenko, facilitated by the Ulster Orchestra.  

 



 

246 

 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

In a completely different realm, the aforementioned violinist, Ryan Thompson, demonstrated the 

diversity of his musicianship by composing a number of electronic dance music pieces. The 

remarkable thing is that he went on to send these to a number of producers, and while he was still at 

school, his music was featuring regularly on national radio stations, including BBC Radio 1. Within two 

months of leaving school he had produced his first commercial album, signed to Fatboy Slim’s label, 

Southern Fried Records. We wish Ryan all the best as he moves on to study Music Technology at 

QUB. Also leaving the school to study Music at York is Daniel Watts, a fine trumpeter, and a true 

character, who demonstrated incredible commitment to the Music Department and to the school as a 

whole throughout his time here – never once missing a concert band rehearsal (and in fact also 

having a 100% attendance record at school…) 

 

But as we see these young men move on to pursue further study in Music, we also bid farewell to 

others who have played a significant role in the musical life of the school during their time here - Ryan 

Cherry, Stephen Geddis, Jason King, Daniel Lewis, Drew Magowan, Andrew Matthews, Ross 

McConaghy, Gavin Morrow, Nathan Mount, and Alasdair Winter. Whatever direction life takes them, 

we wish them well.  

 

This year, for the first time in a while, we said goodbye to one of our instrumental tutors. Mr John 

Savage taught with patience and excellence in the school for 14 years. In his retirement he leaves 

behind a legacy of respect, not only from the boys he taught who now make their living in Music, but 

also from the strugglers he helped to make small musical strides in his own inimitable way. We 

welcome in his place Mr Wesley Thompson, and hope he will enjoy his time here immensely. We 

have also welcomed Mr Mike Donaghy to meet the ever increasing demand for guitar tuition 

 

As always, this report ends with thanks to all who support Music in school. Particular thanks are due 

to Miss Rachael Hamilton, who provided substitute cover in the absence of Miss Evans for a 

significant part of the year. We are pleased that Miss Evans is now back to full health, and welcome 

her back to the routines of the Music Department. Thanks are also due to the excellent team of 

instrumental tutors who contribute so much to the achievements of our boys. Thank you to all - 

governors, colleagues, SMT, parents and the wider community - who support Music in the school. It is 

a pleasure to be surrounded by so many talented people, working together for the benefit of our boys. 

JR 
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MUSIC EXAMINATION RESULTS 2009/10 

CCEA GCE A2-LEVEL  

Grade A Ryan Thompson, Daniel Watts 

CCEA GCE AS-LEVEL 

Grade A David Gibson, Thomas Humphreys 

Grade B James Bailie, Mark Byers 

Grade C Jordan Boyle, Myles Trimble 

CCEA GCSE LEVEL 

Grade A* Adam Bradley, Peter Eves, Christopher Walker 

Grade A Evan Fleming, Jonathan Gordon, Conor Graham, Adam Strain, Kyle Watts, Richard 

Hunter, Patrick Miller 

Grade B Andrew Bennett, Shannon Craig, John Fergie, Troy Powell, Matthew Wilson, Ryan 

Wilson 

 

THE ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 

NAME INSTRUMENT GRADE MARK RESULT 

Jack McNeil Clarinet 1 137 Distinction 
David Pollock Trumpet 1 136 Distinction 
Tom McFerran Trumpet 1 125 Merit 
Jack Bramwell Flute 1 123 Merit 
Joshua Geary Piano 1 123 Merit 
Simon Cash Tuba 1 116 Pass 
     

James Griffin Flugelhorn 2 133 Distinction 
Curtis Irvine Trumpet 2 130 Distinction 
Simon Cash Tuba 2 120 Merit 
Ryan Miskelly Trumpet 2 120 Merit 
Bryan Hamilton Trumpet 2 110 Pass 
     

Joel Mawhinney Trumpet 3 137 Distinction 
Jamie McGrath Clarinet 3 127 Merit 
Adam King Flute 3 124 Merit 
Adam Brown Alto Saxophone 3 122 Merit 
Jamie Fulton Euphonium 3 122 Merit 
Dylan Scullion Violin 3 118 Pass 
Daniel Orr Violin 3 114 Pass 
Callum Walker Flute 3 114 Pass 
Patrick Eves Euphonium 3 112 Pass 
     

John Wilson Trumpet 4 130 Distinction 
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Ryan Graham Clarinet 4 116 Pass 
Cameron Stroud Piano 4 109 Pass 
Michael Best Clarinet 4 108 Pass 
James Carson Euphonium 4 102 Pass 
     

Ross Whiteside Horn 5 125 Merit 
Jonathan Shaw Flute 5 122 Merit 
Christopher Walker Alto Saxophone 5 122 Merit 
Jack Edgar Flute 5 113 Pass 
Andrew Poxon Trombone 5 112 Pass 
Luke Seawright Flute 5 109 Pass 
Patrick Millar Clarinet 5 104 Pass 
Niall McDermott Oboe 5 101 Pass 
     

Philip Harper Alto Saxophone 6 121 Merit 
Richard Hunter Violin 6 118 Pass 
Richard Crawford Trumpet 6 117 Pass 
Conor Graham Trumpet 6 102 Pass 
     

Philip McKeown Violin 7 125 Merit 
James Geddis Clarinet 7 125 Merit 
Jonathan Gordon Euphonium 7 120 Merit 
James Bailie Clarinet 7 112 Pass 
Rory Mawhinney Euphonium 7 107 Pass 
Daniel Lewis Trumpet 7 103 Pass 
     

Peter Eves Trombone 8 134 Distinction 
Ryan Thompson Violin 8 105 Pass 
Beth Crosbie Piano Prep Test   
Jonathan Brown Piano Prep Test     
Matthew Bryson Piano Prep Test   
Patrick McElroy Piano Prep Test     
 

ROCKSCHOOL EXAMINATIONS 

NAME INSTRUMENT GRADE 

Scott Brackenridge Guitar 1 
Jack Crawford Guitar 1 
Ryan Graham Guitar 1 
Andrew Kennedy Guitar 1 
Michael Jamison Guitar 1 
   

Callum Walker Guitar 2 
   

Karl Lawson Guitar 3 
   

James Pollard Guitar 8 
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INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2010-2011 

Mr Stephen Barnett GRNCM Mr David Howell ATCL   

Mrs Olwyn Boyce Mr John Leeming LRAM 

Mr Michael Donaghy Mr Ian Livingstone 

Mr Richard Douglas BA, DipMus, LTCL, CTABRSM Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM 

Mrs Michelle Fenn BA, PGRSAMD Mr Derek Parkins GRNCM 

Mrs Janet Gibson Mr John Savage 

Mr Gareth Gilkeson BMus Mr Nigel Snell LTCL    

 

 

TEACHING STAFF 2010-2011 

Miss Claire S Evans BEd, MA, ATCL, MIAM 

Mr Jonathan Rea MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL 
(Director of Music) 
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  ‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 62 

2010-2011 

Another busy and fulfilling year has hurtled past, with the Music Department, as always, playing an 

important and central role in the life of the school.  

 

A typical day in the Music Department begins at 8.15 am with an early morning rehearsal. This 

happens every day of the week, which the boys, amazingly, never complain about. There is never a 

dull moment on the second floor, or a quiet one! With noise and busyness every moment of the day, 

it’s not a department for the faint hearted, or for those with sensitive ears. However, it is one which is 

highly rewarding, exciting and always a pleasure to be involved in. We continue to maintain a strong 

sense of community within the department and boys from beginners to Grade 8 standard are involved 

in music making together.  

 

In September, following the success of the previous year, we ran another Music Competition. This is 

one of our least formal events of the year, but definitely the most competitive. The air of excitement 

was palpable, not only on the night, but in the days and weeks preceding the event when the boys got 

together, chose their music and placed their entries. The support for the event was overwhelming. 

The music department was packed full with over 100 BGS boys, parents, friends, family and Glenlola 

girls keen to see and support the soloists and bands. There was an eclectic mix of music performed 

that night, including Classical, Jazz, Pop, Rock and some soulful ballads in the vocal solo section. Mrs 

Heather Montgomery, Head of Music at Dalriada School, Ballymoney, kindly agreed to adjudicate at 

the competition. She had tough decisions to make in choosing a winner in each category, but did a 

wonderful job in encouraging performers at all levels of ability and giving constructive criticism and 

help to all boys. The event highlighted the strong performance skills that our boys possess and was 

thoroughly enjoyable.  

 

During October the Choir and Concert Band gave their usual performances at Speech Night. Our 

choir also participated in a workshop organised by the Ulster Youth Choir. The workshop was run by 

Dominic Peckham, who bounded about the room with enormous amounts of energy, stretching and 

challenging every single boy involved. It was a highly entertaining and extremely worthwhile venture, 

which culminated in Dominic being so impressed with our young singers that he did on the spot 

auditions for the Ulster Youth Choir. Ross Kennedy, Mark Gibson, Peter Kyle, Conor Patton and 

Daniel Patton all successfully auditioned and Ross, Peter, Conor and Daniel took part in the Ulster 

Youth Training Choir’s residential in Garron Tower during July. Several of our other choir members 
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were too young at this stage to be involved in the UYTC, but hope to gain places for the next 

residential during the summer of 2012. 

 

The second charity concert for Feherty Travel was held in Hamilton Road Presbyterian in early 

December. The Concert Band performed a wide range of music from Vaughan Wiliams’ English Folk 

Song Suite to Sleigh Ride with a superb solo performance of Feelin’ Good from trombonist Peter 

Eves. Local girl, Zoe Rainey was invited home again this year from her job in the West End of 

London, to perform some songs from the shows, and we also enjoyed some solo clarinet items from 

Miss Gillian McCutcheon. Over £3,000 was distributed among local charities making it a worthwhile 

event in more ways than one. 

 

In December, the snow came. And it just kept on coming. I’ve often heard some of our most devoted 

old boys say that Christmas isn’t Christmas without a BGS Carol Service. It was with great regret that 

the Headmaster was forced to close school early and cancel the Carol Service due to the weather. 

However, December didn’t entirely disappoint. The Concert Band were still able to give one 

performance at Bloomfield Shopping Centre raising £399 for charity, and Mr Rea, not to be 

discouraged by inclement weather, recorded a rather tongue-in-cheek mini carol service broadcast on 

YouTube for those of us who felt a little empty without a good old sing at Gaudete and Hark the 

Herald!  

 

The spring concert this year most definitely made up for the cancellation of the Carol Service. We 

heard performances from the Choir, Concert Band, Training Orchestra, junior and senior instrumental 

soloists, bands and a Year 14 choir who sang us a medley of ‘Sweet Caroline’ and ‘Can You Feel the 

Love Tonight’ accompanied by some tear jerking choreography. The Training Orchestra worked hard 

throughout the year and is now well established as a group. They performed two Renaissance dances 

for us and many of them proved themselves well and truly ready for graduating into the ranks of the 

Concert Band. The band continues to go from strength to strength and their love of music and 

enjoyment of the work they do is evident in their performances. We had one of the biggest and best 

choirs BGS has seen in the last decade. Working with them was very rewarding and it was particularly 

satisfying to see some of them representing BGS at national level during the Ulster Youth Choir 

residentials in the summer. Each member of our A2 Music class gave a solo performance which 

highlighted what a special year group they were. David Gibson gave a superb performance of the 

opening movement of the Shostakovich Piano Concerto No 2 in F major. There was also a 

noteworthy performance of Saint Saens’ Carnival of the Animals involving two pianos and a small 
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chamber ensemble of strings and woodwind. Alex Polkey, dressed in a rabbit suit, provided the 

narration. It’s wonderful to have talented and capable boys who can tackle difficult music and give 

satisfying performances of complete works such as this.  

 

In addition to each of our thriving instrumental groups and choir we are fortunate to have an excellent 

team of specialist instrumental tutors who do an outstanding job week by week. They teach, 

encourage, support and motivate the boys, frequently getting involved above and beyond their call of 

duty. They enrich the musical experience of the department in more ways than they imagine and I’d 

like to thank them for their hard work, dedication and encouragement of the boys as well as their 

support of the staff in the department. It is thanks to their hard work that we successfully entered 64 

boys in ABRSM and Rockschool examinations. The proportion of merits and distinctions gained was 

very high and we remain well above the national average with these statistics. 

 

We bid a fond farewell to the gentlemen of Year 14 who were a joy to work with. Both James Bailie 

and Mark Byers have gone on to study Music. Jordan Boyle has undertaken a study of Criminology 

and David Gibson is taking a year to further develop his pianistic skills before applying for Music 

College. In addition to those who studied music, we’d also like to thank Alistair McCoy for all his work 

on the sound and lighting team; and Mitchell Barnett, Charlie Clegg, Luke Dornan, Crisanto Espana, 

Thomas Humphreys, Paul Magowan, Rory Mawhinney, Jonathan Shaw and for their contribution to 

music during their time at BGS. We congratulate them all on their results and wish them well as they 

enter this next stage of life and hope that they return to visit us regularly.  

 

There have also been some other changes in the Music Department in recent months. Miss Evans 

was married during the summer term and is now known as Mrs Buchanan. Mr Rea is currently on a 

one year career break to be more fully involved in his other musical interests outside school. He is 

working as Creative Chief Executive of the Christian Arts Charity, ‘New Irish Arts’ and is enjoying 

having a little more time to compose, arrange, perform and produce many musical events. We miss 

him but wish him every success and happiness this year and are glad for his opportunity to get 

involved in music beyond BGS in a more meaningful way. In his absence, Mrs Buchanan has stepped 

up to be Acting Director of Music. We also welcome Mr Andrew Thompson to the department who has 

been employed on a temporary basis during Mr Rea’s career break. 
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Thank you, as always, to Governors, Parents, Senior Management, Colleagues and the wider 

community – who support Music in BGS. We are proud to work with such wonderful, talented and 

entertaining boys. Their achievements are lengthy and a pleasure to list below.  CB 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 2010-2011 

Ryan Graham Piano 1 130 Distinction 
Scott Hawe Piano 1 139 Distinction 
Patrick Adair Piano 1 100 Pass 
James Polly Trombone 1 124 Merit 
Matthew O'boyle Clarinet 1 137 Distinction 
Daniel Gherardi Oboe 1 127 Merit 
Callum Mckechnie Flute 1 109 Pass 
Patrick Mcilroy Piano 1 113 Pass 
Matthew Bryson Piano 1 102 Pass 
Beth Crosbie Piano 1 118 Pass 
 

David Pollock Trumpet 2 125 Merit 
Thomas Stallard Tuba 2 132 Distinction 
Matthew Patton Flute 2 128 Merit 
David Mcmullen Trumpet 2 126 Merit 
 

Bryan Hamilton Trumpet 3 107 Pass 
Andrew Wilson Horn 3 123 Merit 
Curtis Irvine Trumpet 3 115 Pass 
Daniel Gherardi Oboe 3 109 Pass 
Mark Hamilton Trumpet 3 128 Merit 
David Edge Clarinet 3 121 Merit 
 

Adam King Flute 4 111 Pass 
Daniel Orr Violin 4 118 Pass 
Joel Mawhinney Trumpet 4 135 Distinction 
Dylan Scullion Violin 4 123 Merit 
Jamie Larkin Flute 4 117 Pass 
Adam Steele Trumpet 4 127 Merit 
Christopher Mills Clarinet 4 115 Pass 
 

Ross Kennedy Oboe 5 114 Pass 
Ryan Graham Clarinet 5 117 Pass 
John Wilson Trumpet 5 103 Pass 
 

Jonathan Shaw Flute 6 111 Pass 
Christopher Walker Alto Saxophone 6 127 Merit 
Glenn Burton Trumpet 6 131 Distinction 
Andrew Poxon Trombone 6 111 Pass 
 

Gareth Leddy Flute 7 132 Distinction 
Jonathon Simpson Cello 7 125 Merit 
Philip Harper Alto Saxophone 7 123 Merit 
Richard Hunter Violin 7 112 Pass 
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Thomas Humphreys Flute 8 128 Merit 
Rory Mawhinney Euphonium 8 128 Merit 
David Gibson Clarinet 8 126 Merit 
Mark Byers Trumpet 8 125 Merit 
James Bailie Clarinet 8 118 Pass 
Kyle Watts Alto Saxophone 8 115 Pass 
Philip Mckeown Violin 8 104 Pass 
Mark Gibson Flute 8 125 Merit 
Luke Dornan Flute 8 132 Distinction 
 

Christopher Chesney Piano Prep Test  
 

CCEA GCE A2-LEVEL 

Grade A David Gibson 

Grade B James Bailie, Mark Byers 

Grade C Jordan Boyle 

 

CCEA GCE AS-LEVEL 

Grade A Adam Bradley, Conor Graham 

Grade B Jonathan Gordon, Adam Strain 

Grade C Andrew Bennett, Evan Fleming 

 

CCEA GCSE LEVEL 

Grade A* Mark Gibson, Thomas Lowry, Luke Seawright 

Grade A Richard Crawford, Ryan Davison, John Hamilton, Mark Hegan 

Grade B Sean Craig, Sean Crooks, Glenn Burton, Andrew Rutledge 

 

 

ASSOCIATED BOARD OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 

ROCKSCHOOL EXAMINATIONS 

NAME INSTRUMENT GRADE RESULT 

David Torrens Guitar 1 Merit 
Ethan Magee Guitar 1 Distinction 
Aaron Mouser Guitar 1 Merit 
James Whelan Guitar 1 Merit 
Teddy Pilgrim Bass Guitar 1 Distinction 
 

Daniel Cavan Guitar 2 Merit 
Simon Brackenridge Guitar 2 Merit 
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Michael Jamison Guitar 2 Merit 
Curtis Irvine Drums 2 Distinction 
Andrew Kennedy Guitar 3 Merit 
Matthew Waugh Guitar 3 Pass 
 

Ryan Graham Guitar 4 Merit 
Alex Andrews Guitar 4 Merit 
 

Ryan Davison Guitar 5 Merit 
Jonathan Shaw Guitar 5 Merit 
Joel Mawhinney Drums 5 Merit 
 

Scott Hawe Drums 8 Pass 
 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2011/2012 

Mr Patrick Baird Mr David Howell, ATCL 

Mr Steve Barnett, GRNCM Mr John Leeming, LRAM 

Mrs Olwyn Boyce Mr Ian Livingstone 

Mr Michael Donaghy Miss Gillian McCutcheon, MMus, LRAM 

Mr Richard Douglas, BA, Dip Mus, LTCL, CT ABRSM Mr Derek Parkins, GRNCM 

Mrs Michelle Fenn, BA, PGRSAMD Mr Jonathan Rea, MA. PGCE, LTCL 

Mrs Janet Gibson Mr Nigel Snell, LTCL 

Mr Gareth Gilkeson, BMus Mr Wesley Thompson 

 

TEACHING STAFF 

Mr Andrew Thompson BA, PGdipRWC, PGCE 

Miss Claire S Evans, BEd, MA, ATCL, MIAM 
(Acting Director of Music) 

Mr Jonathan Rea, MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL 
(Director of Music – on leave) 
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 ‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 63 

2011-2012 

Another busy year has come and gone in the Music Department, and as always, it has played a 

central role in the life of the school. 

 

Every day in the Music Department starts at 8:15am with an early morning rehearsal. Even on those 

cold, wet mornings when you’d rather have that extra 15 minute lie-in, the boys always seems to 

show up on time and never complain about the task ahead. The second floor is always full of 

life…and noise, with something always happening from the beginning till the end of the day. It is 

definitely not a department for someone who has sensitive hearing. The music department has 

always maintained an extremely strong ethos which attempts to combine the pursuit of excellence in 

music along with very high levels of enjoyment. The idea behind this is to create positive memories of 

school music making which will make pupils want to pursue an interest in high-quality music making 

later in life 

 

The year kicked off with the Music Competition in September. With the success of the last two 

competitions, it was impossible not to hold another, especially as so many boys were anticipating the 

announcement within the first few days back at school. It is a very informal event, but is the most 

competitive. The excitement leading up to the even was incredible, as the boys placed their entries 

and chose their pieces to perform. We split the competition into four sections – vocal solo, 

instrumental solo, piano and a band section.  

 

The support for the event was overwhelming. The music department was packed full with over 100 

BGS boys, parents, friends, family and Glenlola girls keen to see and support the soloists and bands. 

Mr Jonathan Rea, our own ex-director of Music in the school was invited back and kindly agreed to 

adjudicate. He had tough decisions in choosing a winner in each category, but did an excellent job in 

encouraging performers at all levels of ability and giving constructive criticism to help every single one 

of the boys. All who were in attendance would agree that it was a thoroughly enjoyable evening. The 

winners were as follows: 

Vocal Solo   Ethan McClean 

Instrumental Solo   Adam Steele 

Piano  Michael McComb 

Band  Year 13 Band  
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This year for the first time, we decided to hold Lunchtime Recitals in the Music Department once 

every term. The Concert Band gave their usual performances at Speech Night in October and then at 

the Remembrance Service in November. Next up was the school’s Carol Service, and after last year’s 

disappointment of the Carol Service being cancelled, the Music Department were determined to make 

it one of the best-to-date. One highlight from the service was the outstanding performance from 

soloist Adam Bradley, who performed ‘Candle Song’ by Graham Kendrick, and super performances 

from our Choir and Concert Band. The Concert Band is always successful when they play at 

Bloomfields every Christmas, and this year was no exception. This year we were raising money for a 

new school build taking place in Uganda which is a whole school fundraising initiative for this year, 

with members of staff and pupils going out in 2013 to help build this school. 

 

Plenty of other events took place in December with other music performances taking place. Feherty 

Travel held another charity event in which James Geddis (Clarinet) and Mark Gibson (Flute) played a 

beautiful duet of ‘White Christmas’, accompanied on Piano by Claire Buchanan. At this event, 

approximately £2,500 was raised for Charity. The school Jazz Band on December 14th travelled to 

Hillsborough Castle to perform in a Charity event, and then went on to play in a showcase event at 

the ‘Black Box’ in Belfast run by the Ulster Youth Jazz Orchestra, where they performed and got to 

see other Jazz Bands from around Northern Ireland.  

 

So, with the success of 2011 behind us, the Music Department went into 2012 with the excitement of 

the build-up to the Spring Concert beginning as soon as school recommenced after the Christmas 

holidays.  

 

Our Choir was very fortunate again to participate in a workshop organised by the Ulster Youth Choir. 

This workshop was run by Dominic Peckham, who bounced about the room with tremendous energy 

and enthusiasm, challenging every boy involved with different tasks. For the second year in a row, it 

was a very worthwhile experience and a highly entertaining afternoon. Dominic was so impressed 

with the potential of some of our singers he did on the spot auditions for the Ulster Youth Training 

Choir. Thomas Lowry, Andrew Kennedy, Callum Walker, Chris Walker, Richard Crawford, Mark 

Gibson, Luke Seawright, Dominic Greenfield, Peter Kyle, Mark Hegan, Conor Patton and Daniel 

Patton all successfully auditioned and were selected for UYTC summer residential in Garron Tower 

from 28th July - 3rd August, ten of whom were able to attend, with concerts on 3rd August and 17th 

August. 

The excitement for the new school was building as we all eagerly await the ‘big move’.  
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This was to be the last Spring Concert held at our venue on College Avenue, so it was going to be 

something special. There were performances from the Choir who performed a range of pieces. Firstly, 

they performed two movements from Antonio Vivaldi’s ‘Gloria’, and then ‘All You Need is Love’ by The 

Beatles. The Concert Band were on form again to entertain us with ‘The West Wing’ theme tune and 

a piece by John O’Reilly called ‘Fantasia on an Irish Hymn’. The Training Orchestra, Junior and 

Senior instrumental soloists also gave outstanding performances throughout the night with a number 

of band performances. One of the highlights of the Concert is always the Year 14 choir who sang us a 

medley of ‘The World’s Greatest’, ‘Africa’ and ‘Uptown Girl’ along with some laugh-out-loud 

choreography. This year was the first in a long time where BGS have had the pleasure of presenting a 

Barbershop Group to the public in the Spring Concert. A group of 9 boys performed ‘Bring Me 

Sunshine’ and ‘Mister Sandman’. I think the rapturous applause at the end of their performance gave 

them the proof they needed to know this was an enjoyable group to listen to. The band continues to 

go from strength to strength and their love of music and enjoyment of the work they do is evident in 

their performances.  

 

We had one of the biggest and best Concert Bands BGS has seen in the last decade. Working with 

them was very rewarding as always and it was particularly satisfying to see some of them 

representing BGS at national level during the Ulster Youth Choir residentials in the summer.  

 

In addition to each of our thriving instrumental groups and choir we are fortunate to have an excellent 

team of instrumental tutors who do an outstanding job week by week. They teach, encourage and 

motivate the boys, frequently getting involved above and beyond their call of duty. They enrich the 

musical experience of the department in more ways than they imagine and I’d like to thank them for 

their hard work, dedication and encouragement of the boys as well as their support of the staff in the 

department. It is thanks to their hard work that we successfully enter boys in ABRSM and Rockschool 

examinations every single year. The proportion of merits and distinctions gained are always very high 

and we remain well above the national average with our statistics. 

 

This year we have notable achievements to mention, as we are very proud of the boys in all they do, 

musically. Firstly, David Gibson who was in Year 14 in the Class of 2011-12, after taking a year out, 

has been offered a place and is now attending the Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester. 

We wish him all the very best in his studies there. Also, two Piano diplomas were gained this 

academic year. Adam Bradley (Year 14) obtained his DipLCM diploma, while Michael McComb (Year 
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12) obtained an ATCL diploma. We congratulate both boys in their success and hope they can go on 

to achieve greater in the years to come. 

 

As always we say goodbye to the senior boys in Year 14 who, as always, are a joy to work with. We 

wish Adam Bradley, Conor Graham, Adam Strain, Jonathan Gordon, Evan Fleming and Andrew 

Bennett, who were the boys in the A-Level music class, well in their studies and other adventures. Of 

course, we wish all the other Year 14 boys well in their next stages in life, and we thank them for their 

contribution to the Music Department during their time at BGS. We hope they will return to visit us 

regularly in the future. 

 

Along with saying goodbye to the pupils, we also say goodbye to teachers in the Music Department 

this year. We would like to thank Mr Andrew Thompson for his expertise, hard-work and skills in the 

Music Department this year as he was employed on a temporary contract while Mr Rea was on his 

career break. While working in the school, he got stuck in straight away and managed to start up the 

school’s Jazz Band from scratch and conducted them in various showpieces and events during the 

school year, for which we are all very grateful. We wish him all the very best in his future career. 

 

We also say a sad farewell to Mr Jonathan Rea, after contributing 15 years to the Music Department 

in Bangor Grammar. He started back in 1996, and was appointed Director of Music in 2001 when Ian 

Hunter retired. In 2011, he decided to take a career break which allowed him to enjoy having a little 

more time to compose, arrange, perform and produce many musical events. His career break has 

been extremely successful, which has resulted in him deciding to leave us. We would like to wish Mr 

Rea all the best in his new post of Creative Chief Executive at New Irish Arts as well as all his other 

freelance work.  

 

When asked to write this, I was told to only insert appropriate comments when talking about things we 

would miss about Mr Rea. The silence that followed said it all, would I be able to think of something 

which would be allowed to be published in this years Gryphon?  

All joking aside, his ‘banter’ and expertise will be missed in the department, in Concert Band, Choir 

and in the classroom as he was a musical genius when it came to composition and getting involved 

for our own practical examinations. He will be dearly missed in BGS. 

As they say, ‘out with the old and in with the new’, even though we say good bye to Mr Rea, and while 

Mrs Buchanan (who we also wish all the best to) is on maternity leave, we welcome two fresh faces to 

the Music Department. Mr Paul O’Reilly will be Acting Director of Music in Mrs Buchanan’s absence, 
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and Mrs Claire Phillips, who has taken the place of Mr Andrew Thompson in the Music Department. 

Both come in with various different experiences and skills, so we welcome both teachers and hope 

they enjoy their time with us in BGS. 

 

Thank you, as always, goes to the Governors, Parents, Senior Management, Colleagues, Pupils and 

the wider community – who support Music in Bangor Grammar School. We are proud to work with 

such a talented group of boys, and are thankful for all the effort that is put in each and every year. 

Their achievements are lengthy and a pleasure to list below. 

CB/MG 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2012/2013 

Mr Steve Barnett GRNCM  Mrs Janet Gibson   

Mrs Olwyn Boyce    Mr David Howell ATCL 

Mrs Claire Buchanan BEd, MA, ATCL Mr Ian Livingstone   

Mr Frank Carberry    Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM 

Mr Michael Donaghy  Mr Derek Parkins GRNCM   

Mr Richard Douglas BA, DipMus, LTCL, CT ABRSM  Mr Jonathan Rea MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL 

Mrs Michelle Fenn BA, PGRSAMD  Mr Nigel Snell LTCL  

     Mr Wesley Thompson 

 

TEACHING STAFF 2012/2013 

Mrs Clare Phillips MA, PGCE 

Mr Paul O’Reilly 
(Acting Director of Music) 

Mrs Claire Buchanan BEd, MA, ATCL, MIAM 
(Acting Director of Music – on maternity leave) 
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JONATHAN REA, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC, 2001-2011 

Stephen Connolly, 'The Gryphon', December, 2012 

After a yearʼs career break, we may say that Jonathan Rea, our erstwhile Director of Music, is gone, 

but not yet forgotten. Others may more reasonably say that while not forgotten ‒ how could he be? - 

he is not quite gone. He has certainly remained as a presence in the School, a wraith-like figure 

occasionally seen flitting from the music department to the car park, in the School, but alas, so far as 

the last year is concerned, not of it. Now he has finally decided to cut the last ties which bind and 

direct his energies and talents to New Irish Arts and other musical adventures.  

 

In every sense, Jonathan was a large figure on our staff, in personality and impact upon our life. He is 

quintessentially a BGS man to his musical fingertips, but hailed originally from Newtownards, an 

educational product of Castle Gardens Primary School and Regent House. He was something of a 

prodigy and he may not be altogether flattered by the memory which remains of him as a small child 

sitting at the piano in the local church, little legs scarcely touching the pedals. He went on to Girton 

College, Cambridge, to read music and it is clear that he fitted into Cambridge like a mute into a 

trumpet, relishing the musical opportunities which he grasped. He admits that it was always the 

performance, rather than the academic study, of music which was his passion and he threw himself 

into music making with not only prodigious talent, but also prodigious energy. 

 

He was appointed to BGS in 1996, joining that legendary figure then in charge of the department, Ian 

Hunter. While it is for music that Jonathan is overwhelmingly best remembered, he nonetheless 

played a significant part in the wider life of the School, especially in his first few years, as the member 

of various review committees and working parties, notably as assistant chair of the review group 

which recommended the shift in the pastoral system from a vertical structure based on houses to a 

horizontal year group model, a fundamental and important change. He was appointed Head of Year 9 

in 2001 and it is that guise that I first remember him, receiving long, detailed and elegantly written 

memos about the issues concerning his year group. He was an excellent head of year with a deep 

interest in, and instinctive sympathy for, his boys. In that year, however, following Ian Hunterʼs 

retirement, he had become the head of a single person music departmentand the combination of 

posts exhausted even him. While his decision to resign was understandable and probably desirable, it 

was nonetheless regrettable because he has 

 great pastoral gifts.  



 

262 

 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

These qualities, of course, also helped to make him such an inspirational teacher, conductor and 

Director of Music. ʻDirector of Musicʼ may seem at first a rather grandiose title, but it is chosen to mark 

the responsibility for all school music, curricular and extra-curricular. For Jonathan, I do not think there 

was ever really any distinction, because he saw one side of school music feeding into and enriching 

the other. It was all, in the end, about making and sharing joyful music, whatever the context. A level 

and GCSE results were consistently excellent and so was the standard of public performance. The 

atmosphere in the department was liberally creative. It was a haven of independent learning where 

boys could express themselves safely and experimentally in an atmosphere of continual 

encouragement. To describe the atmosphere as ʻfreewheelingʼ is, to an extent, true, but this fails to 

register that while there was encouragement and experimentation and opportunity and a great deal of 

fun, there was also rigour and challenge. The environment was charged by Jonathanʼs own talent.  

 

He is a wonderful musician, performer and composer, whose beautiful compositions and 

arrangements for the concerts or carol services added something special to the experience. In the 

rhythm and structure of the musical year, we became used to the high standard always in evidence, in 

choir or, especially, concert band: Speech Night, the Remembrance Service, the Festival of Nine 

Lessons and Carols, the Christmas music in Bloomfieldʼs and Sprucefield (what a pity that the 

weather in 2010 prevented a concert in Victoria Square), the Spring Concert; these and other 

occasional concerts in various Bangor churches, Belfast Cathedral and beyond, raised our profile and 

prestige and helped to instil that sense of pride which is characteristic of BGS. 

 

All of these events were memorable, but one in particular, the Sesquicentennial celebration in the 

Waterfront Hall, was unforgettable. Beginning in darkness with the first crackling recording of the 

School Song recorded by Dr Emery, segueing into Jonathanʼs own hair-raising new setting, and 

ending with the 1812 overture, plus cannons, and a second, more relaxed, perhaps more typical a 

capella version of Comgall Noster, the extraordinary event reflected something essential in the 

character of the School . It also reflected Jonathan himself, the breadth of his musical vision, the 

depth of his commitment and what he called his “emotional loyalty” to BGS.  

 

Central to Jonathan is his Christian faith and it underpinned all his work. The making of music was 

never just about music, it was also about education in its true sense, about drawing out of the boys a 

level of creativity which they might not otherwise have known was there. The Bloomfieldʼs Christmas 

concerts were not just about having musical fun at the end of term, it was also about raising money 

for charities dear to Jonathanʼs heart. Ebullience, panache, energy, conviviality and wit are the 
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melodic top line of his character; the ground notes are rather deeper and more serious than we might 

readily recognise. 

 

One other important characteristic of Jonathan is his steely determination and his ability to make 

things happen. In his year out, he has wasted away to a shadow of his former substantial self and I do 

not think this can be ascribed to his pining for BGS. The scale of the change from bon viveur to finely 

tuned athlete may be inferred from this jeu dʼesprit and cri de coeur combined which he sent to me in 

2005 during what must surely have been an unusually idle moment:   

 

The Sixth Form centre cafeteria has gone healthy. No coke ‒ not even diet coke ‒ is available and 

bacon sandwiches can only be obtained on the black market, Chocolate bars and crisps have been 

suddenly and shockingly removed altogether. This is unbearable. Do you have any idea how much 

the constitution of my corpulent frame relies on these things? How can you preside over a system of 

such callous and sudden cold turkey. Are you in cahoots with my wife? Please see sense and bring 

back our luxuries. Our happiness ‒ at its most profound level ‒ is at stake ‒ or is it steak? 

 

Jonathanʼs break with the School is now final as he continues his exciting musical career. We know 

that, having given so much of himself to BGS, he is ready for a larger canvas, a bigger stage, a wider 

public. We shall watch him with great pride, much affection and an abiding sense of loss. 

Stephen Connolly, Headmaster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jonathan Rea, MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL 

Director of Music, September 2001-June 2011 
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‘THE GRYPHON’ VOLUME 64 

2012-2013 

The school’s seismic shift from College Avenue to Gransha Road was echoed in the biggest change 

in the music department’s main personnel since its inception. Mr O’Reilly was brought in to cover the 

maternity of Mrs Buchanan and Mrs Phillips took over the department’s part-time role. Both staff felt 

extremely honoured to play a small role in the history of one of the school’s busiest departments and 

one that is continually called upon to underscore important events throughout the school’s academic 

year. 

 

The first of these annual events was Speech Night. The elegantly attired staff procession was 

accompanied by The Washington Post, a piece for military marching band by Jean Philip Sousa. As 

well as being a rousing, celebratory work, it also marked the upcoming history department trip to the 

American capital. The bright marching rhythms were in complete contrast to the cool and mellow 

saxophone playing of Philip Harper in Henry Mancini’s Theme from The Pink Panther where the 

concert band transformed from a well marshalled, tightly knit unit to the rasping ‘Big Band Sound’ 

favoured by Hollywood film directors in the 1960s. The choir continued the cinematic theme with Vois 

Sur Ton Chemin from the French film Les Choristes. The Concert Band finished a memorable 

evening with the pastoral visions of Ralph Vaughan Williams’ Linden Lea. 

 

The informal music making which the department is renowned for was given an expressive vehicle 

through the 2012 Music Competition. The school’s previous Director of Music, Mr Jonathan Rea, was 

welcomed back to adjudicate an evening where pupils, staff, family and friends were in attendance to 

witness performances of the highest standard. Michael McComb achieved the Best Senior Soloist, 

with Mark Hamilton winning the corresponding junior prize. Also among the winners were A level 

music pupils Mark Gibson and Mark Hegan for Best Singer and Best Songwriter respectively. The 

spirit of formal and informal creativity pervades the department throughout the working week. Pupils 

would be present during the day, before and after school, composing, sharing ideas and ‘jamming’ to 

all manner of music from rock interpretations of Mozart’s Rondo alla Turca (Andrew Poxon and John 

Hamilton) to recording original collections of songs (Ethan McLean). Music is the department closest 

to the entrance of the school gates, which is convenient for those bristling wet mornings where pupils 

would arrive into the department around eight to begin setting the room up for choir, training orchestra 

or concert band rehearsals depending on the day of the week. It is a place where a significant number 

of pupils both start and end their school day. The department’s geographical location also serves to 
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highlight a place where pupils bring informal and highly personal ideas from beyond the school gates 

and are met with an environment where creativity and inquisitive thinking are actively encouraged and 

eventually strengthened with an academic rigour.  

 

The school’s annual visit from Dominic Peckham and the Ulster Youth Choir served as a springboard 

for eight lucky BGS vocalists to successfully audition for the Ulster Youth Training Choir. It’s most 

heartening to see the school being represented at this level and it sits alongside the achievements of 

Andrew Poxon and John Wilson who both successfully auditioning for the Ulster Youth Jazz 

Orchestra this year. The UYC visit also aided the preparation of some very challenging vocal 

repertoire to be performed at the annual Carol Service.  

 

The 2012 service was the last to be performed at College Avenue so the pupils were determined to 

create a memorable experience for a full capacity hall and add a little seasonal magic through their 

ambitious retelling of masterpieces from the Christmas repertoire by Tavner and Britten alongside 

special arrangements of traditional carols completed by Mr O’Reilly and Mrs Phillips. The 

department’s Concert Band members were particularly delighted to hold their annual charity collection 

at Bloomfield Shopping Centre and entertain a crowd of well-wishers with some festive favourites. 

 

The New Year brought a new school and a new music department equipped with ‘state of the art’ 

technology and a vast array of resources that improved both the extra-curricular life and the everyday 

classroom learning. The new bass clarinet and baritone saxophone added a richer texture to the 

Concert Band while simultaneously increasing the range of repertoire that the school’s Jazz Band 

were able to attempt. The two Spring Concerts at the beginning of March successfully utilized this 

new equipment with the new PA equipment enabling a smooth transition between a wide assortment 

of items featuring the Barbershop Quartet, Jazz Band, Year 8 Choir, Chamber Choir and the Training 

Orchestra to name a few. The sheer variety of acts meant that there was Baroque Chamber Music 

right through to twenty-first century classical music with a huge range of styles and genres heard 

throughout. One of the highlights was an epic year 14 performance of Pink Floyd’s Comfortably Numb 

segueing into Paul Simon’s Afrocentric hit Call Me Al. Four members of this year group eventually 

went on to form In An Instant. This band already had recorded material and played their first club gig 

in Belfast’s Menagerie under the guidance of Mr O’Reilly by the time they had left BGS. We’re 

expecting great things from them. 
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An exciting new department, under the baton of Mrs Buchanan, should be firmly at the heart of the 

BGS community going into 2014 and beyond. 

 

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2013-2014 

Mr Stephen Barnett GRNCM (trombone & piano) 
Mr Frank Carbery (drum kit) 

Mrs Olwyn Boyce (violin & viola) 
Mr Michael Donaghy (guitar) 

Miss Bridget Benson LTCL (flute) 
Mrs Janet Gibson (bassoon, piano & theory) 

Mrs Michelle Fenn BA PGRSAMD (oboe, clarinet & saxophone) 
Mr David Howell ATCL (saxophone) 

Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM (clarinet & saxophone) 
Mr Ian Livingstone (guitar) 

Mr Derek Parkins GRNCM (horn) 
Mr Nigel Snell (trumpet) 

Mr Wesley Thompson (euphonium & tuba) 
 

TEACHING STAFF 2013-2014 

Mr Paul O’Reilly BMus, PGCE, LRSM  
(Acting Director of Music) 

Mrs Jill Maxwell MEd, BA, ATCL 
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PAUSA 

 

In 1969 few, if any, music reproduction machines had “pause” buttons, now every electronic device 

we touch can be put “on hold”.  

 

This archive of musical life in a great institution is only paused in the hope that ex-BGS musicians 

will add to it with photographs, information, etc, which might be lingering amongst their possessions. 

 

Records of years ahead will be at http://www.bangorgrammarschool.com as befits this electronic 

age where we are all part of a cyber world. 

 

In the large music room at the top of the Orlit Building from where I retired I occasionally put 

“thoughts” on the wall. I remember “All generalisations are false” and “To be organised is to be 

ready to learn” which now I think should have been extended to include “To be organised is to be 

ready to learn, for life and to live.” 

 

Education, like Health, is always an easy reform target for newly-elected governments. It continues 

to emphasis the apparently eternal truth that:  

“We trained hard but it seemed that every time we were beginning to form into teams we would be 

“re-organised”. I was to learn later in life that we tend to meet any new situation by “re-organisation” 

and a wonderful method it can be for creating the illusion of progress - whilst producing confusion, 

inefficiency and demoralisation.” 

 

Similarly I am amazed how clichés, derided in youth, and pithy sayings now prove to hold more truth 

and wisdom than many a long treatise by a distinguished author. Two current favourites are: 

“A snob is someone who is ashamed of what he once was and too proud of what he has become.” 

“Nostalgia isn’t what it used to be.” 

 

To spend too much time looking backwards is to fail to prepare for the future and to see hazards 

ahead. Similarly, failure to look backwards is to be unprepared for the future and its hazards. 

 

Bangor Grammar School has done a good job in preparing generations of young men for life and to 

live. In it many friendships have begun which become life-long. 
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The hope is that Bangor Grammar School’s Music Department will always be like a good speech, a 

well-written essay or letter and a piece of beautiful music, in three parts: 

Introduction – a task begun in past years and renewed with each new pupil 

Development – ongoing with each contributing musician, past, present and future 

Conclusion – never to be written. 

 

“The old order changeth, yielding place to new,  

And God fulfils himself in many ways,  

Lest one good custom should corrupt the world. 

Comfort thyself: what comfort is in me?  

I have liv’d my life, and that which I have done  

May He within himself make pure! but thou,  

If thou shouldst never see my face again,  

Pray for my soul. More things are wrought by prayer  

Than this world dreams of. Wherefore, let thy voice  

Rise like a fountain for me night and day.  

For what are men better than sheep or goats  

That nourish a blind life within the brain,  

If, knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer 

Both for themselves and those who call them friend?” 

 Morte D’Arthur, Idylls of the King 
 Alfred, Lord Tennyson  

 

IAFH 
January, 2015 
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THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT ARCHIVE 

CAROL SERVICES 

 

 Personent hodie Voces pureulae,  (The voices of boys ring out pleasantly 

 Laudantes jucunde Qui nobis natus  today in praise of Him who is born for us 

 Summo Deo datus  the gift of God,  
 Et de virgineo ventre procreatus.  Born of a Virgin's womb. 
 

 Inmundo nascitur, Panis involvitur,  The ruler of heaven is born into the 
 Praesepi ponitur Stabulo brutorum,  world, wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
 Rector supernorum  laid in a manger in an animal's stable. 
 Perdidit spolia princeps infernorum.  The prince of hell has lost his victory. 
  

 Magi tres venerunt, Parvlum inquirunt;  Three magi come, asking for the child, 
 Bethlehem adeunt, Stellulam sequendo,  following the star, in order to adore 
 Ipsum adorando.   Him.  Bringing gold, frankincense and 
 Aurum, thus et myrrham e-i offerendo.  myrrh to offer Him. 
  

 Omnes clericuli, Pariter pueri,  Men join with the boys to sing with the 
 Cantent ut angelo:  Advenisti mundo,  angels:  "Thou hast come to earth.  I pour 
 Laudes tibi fundo   I pour forth praises to Thee. Therefore glory 
 Ideo gloria in excelsis Deo!  Therefore glory be to God on high!") 

 From Piae Cantiones 1582 
 

And a man said, "Speak to us of Self-Knowledge."  
And he answered, saying: 
“For self is a sea boundless and measureless.  
Say not, "I have found the truth," but rather, "I have found a truth."  
Say not, "I have found the path of the soul."  
Say rather, "I have met the soul walking upon my path."  
For the soul walks upon all paths.” 

THE PROPHET 
 Kahlil Gibran 
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BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL  

THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT ARCHIVE 

CAROL SERVICES FROM 1969 

 

APOLOGIES 

Inevitably there will be errors in this archive. Please forgive them and, more importantly, 

please tell me about them and they’ll be corrected as soon as possible. 

APPPEAL 

If you have one or more of the missing programmes it would be great to include them  and 

help complete this record of some of the music-making in BGS.  

 

Either contact me at 

https://www.facebook.com/ian.hunter.9026040 

or via 

BGS Musicians; 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=BGS%20musicians 

BGS Concert Band; 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/123347627828/ 

or, in my absence, contact 

Bangor Grammarians 

https://www.facebook.com/bangorgrammarians/?fref=ts 

 

IAFH 

July 2016  

https://www.facebook.com/ian.hunter.9026040
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=BGS%20musicians
https://www.facebook.com/groups/123347627828/
https://www.facebook.com/bangorgrammarians/?fref=ts
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NACIMIENTO 

 

Anónimo. Escuela Toledana. S.XVI 

Retablo de Sán Lázaro. Palacio Episcopal. Plasencia, España 

Torches, torches, run with torches 
All the way to Bethlehem! 

Christ is born and now lies sleeping; 
Come and sing your song to Him! 
Torches, torches, run with torches 

All the way to Bethlehem!  
Christ is born and now lies sleeping; 

Come and sing your song to Him! 
 

Ah, Roro, Roro, my baby, 
Ah, Roro, my love, Roro; 

Sleep you well, my heart's own darling, 
While we sing you our Rorro. 

 
Sing, my friends, and make you merry,  

Joy and mirth and joy again;  
Lo, He lives, the King of heaven, 

Now and evermore. Amen. 
 

Lo, He lives, the King of heaven. 
Now and ever, evermore. Amen.  

Galacian Carol 
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THE BIDDING 
A Chaplin Says: 

Beloved in Christ, as we prepare for Christmastide let it be our care and delight to hear again the 
message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is 
come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. 
 

Therefore let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first 
days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child. 
 

But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on earth and goodwill among all his 
people; for unity and brotherhood within the Church he came to build and especially in this our land. 
 

And because this would rejoice his heart of love, let us remember, in his name, the poor and helpless, 
the cold, the hungry, and the oppressed; the sick and them that mourn, the lonely and the unloved, 
the aged and the little children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by 
sin have grieved his heart of love. 
 

Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore, and in a 
greater light, that multitude which no man can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and 
with whom in the Lord Jesus we are one for evermore. 
 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Throne of Heaven, in the words which Christ 
himself hath taught us –  
 

Ed From the early 90s various clerics sought to improve on this Bidding in their own words. They failed.  IAFH 

 

Everyone Says: THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, 
Which art in heaven,  
Hallowed be Thy name;  
Thy kingdom come;  
Thy will be done; 
In earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive them that trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation;  
But deliver us from evil:  
For Thine is the kingdom,  
The power, and the glory,  
For ever and ever.   
Amen. 
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 FIRST LESSON GENESIS III 

 

GOD ANNOUNCES IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN THAT THE SEED OF WOMAN 

SHALL BRUISE THE SERPENT'S HEAD 

 

And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and 

his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden.  And the 

Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?  And he said, I heard thy voice in the 

garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.  And he said, Who told thee that 

thou wast naked?  Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not 

eat?  And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I 

did eat.  And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman 

said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.  And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou 

hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt 

thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: and I will put enmity between thee and the 

woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

 

THANKS BE TO GOD 
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SECOND LESSON ISAIAH IX 

 

CHRIST'S BIRTH AND KINGDOM ARE FORETOLD BY ISAIAH 

 

THE people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow 

of death, upon them hath the light shined.  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 

government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the 

mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government and 

peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 

establish it with judgement and with justice from henceforth even for ever.  The zeal of the Lord of 

hosts will perform this. 

 

THANKS BE TO GOD 
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THIRD LESSON ISAIAH XI 

 

THE PEACE THAT CHRIST WILL BRING IS FORESHOWN 

 

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots: 

and the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 

counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord; and shall make him of quick 

understanding in the fear of the Lord.  With righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with 

equity for the meek of the earth.  The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie 

down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead 

them. 

 

THANKS BE TO GOD 
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FOURTH LESSON  ST LUKE I 

 

THE ANGEL GABRIEL SALUTES THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

 

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named 

Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; 

and the virgin's name was Mary.  And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that 

art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.  And when she 

saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation 

this should be.  And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour 

with God.  And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt 

call his name Jesus.  He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the 

Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: and he shall reign over the 

house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.  Then said Mary unto 

the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered and said 

unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall 

overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called 

the Son of God.  And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according 

to thy word.  And the angel departed from her. 

 

THANKS BE TO GOD 
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FIFTH LESSON ST MATTHEW I 

 

ST MATTHEW TELLS OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS 

 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to 

Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.  Then 

Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was 

minded to put her away privily.  But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of 

the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take 

unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.  And she 

shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people 

from their sins.  Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the 

Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, 

and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. 

 

THANKS BE TO GOD 
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SIXTH LESSON ST LUKE II 

 

ST LUKE TELLS OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS 

 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, 

that all the world should be taxed.  And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.  

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city 

of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)  

to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.  And so it was, that, while 

they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.  And she 

brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a 

manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 

THANKS BE TO GOD 
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SEVENTH LESSON ST LUKE II 

 

THE SHEPHERDS GO TO THE MANGER 

 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 

their flock by night.  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.  And the angel said unto them, 

Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For 

unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.  And this 

shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 

manger.  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 

God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.  

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds 

said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come 

to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.  And they came with haste, and found 

Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 

 

THANKS BE TO GOD 
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EIGHTH LESSON ST MATTHEW II 

 

THE WISE MEN ARE LED BY THE STAR TO JESUS 

 

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 

there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born King of 

the Jews? For we have seen his star in the east and are come to worship him.  When 

Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  And 

when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he 

demanded of them where Christ should be born.  And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of 

Judea: for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem in the land of Juda, art not 

the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule 

my people Israel.  Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, inquired of them 

diligently what time the star appeared.  And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and 

search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, 

that I may come and worship him also.  When they had heard the king, they departed; and 

lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where 

the young child was.  When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.  And 

when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and 

fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented 

unto him gifts, gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 

 

THANKS BE TO GOD 
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NINTH LESSON CHRISTMAS GOSPEL ST JOHN I 

 

ST JOHN UNFOLDS THE GREAT MYSTERY OF THE INCARNATION 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  The 

same.  was in the beginning with God.  All things were made by him; and without him was 

not any thing made that was made.  In him was life; and the life was the light of men.  And 

the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.  There was a man 

sent from God, whose name was John.  The same came for a witness, to bear witness of 

the light, that all men through him might believe.  He was not that light, but was sent to 

bear witness of that light.  That was the true light, which lighteth every man that cometh 

into the world.  He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew 

him not.  He came unto his own, and his own received him not.  But as many as received 

him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his 

name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but 

of God.  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the 

glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

THANKS BE TO GOD 

 

Ed  Since the mid-90s the Nine Lessons have been read in modern translations at the morning services. 

Evening services continued with the above traditional translations as begun in BGS, December 1969. IAFH 
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PRAYER AND BLESSING 

 

A Chaplin Says: ONE PRAYER FROM 

 

O God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of thy only Son, 

Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we may with sure 

confidence behold Him, when He shall come to be our judge; who liveth and reigneth with 

Thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.   Amen. 

Or 

Almighty God, who hast given us thy only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and 

as at this time to be born of a pure Virgin: Grant that we being regenerate, and made thy 

children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by thy Holy Spirit; through the same 

our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Spirit, ever one 

God, world without end.   Amen. 

Or 

Eternal God, who made that most holy of nights to shine with the brightness of your one 

true light, bring us, who have known the revelation of that light on earth, to see the 

radiance of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 

May He, who by His Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with 

the sweetness of inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be upon 

you and remain with you always.   Amen. 

 

Ed  

From the early 90s various clerics sought to improve on these Prayers and the Blessing in their own words. 

They again failed.  IAFH 
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BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT ARCHIVE 
 

THE ORDERS OF SERVICE - MORNINGS 

 

ANUNCIACION 

Anónimo. Escuela Toledana. S.XVI 

Retablo de San Lázaro. Palacio Episcopal. Plasencia, España 

The Angel Gabriel from heaven came  
His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame  

"All hail" said he thou Holy Maiden Mary  
Most highly favoured lady Gloria. 

 
For know a blessed mother thou shalt be  

All generations laud and honor thee  
Thy son shall be Emmanuel as seers foretold  

Most highly favoured lady Gloria. 
 

The gentle Mary meekly bowed her head  
"To me, be as it pleaseth God" she said  

"My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name"  
Most highly favoured lady Gloria. 

 
Of her Emmanuel, the Christ was born  
In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn  

And everyone through out the world will ever say  
Most highly favoured lady Gloria. 

 Basque Carol 
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BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL  

THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT ARCHIVE 

ORDERS OF SERVICE - MORNINGS FROM 1969 

 

APOLOGIES 

Inevitably there will be errors in this archive. Please forgive them and, more importantly, 

please tell us about them and they’ll be corrected as soon as possible. 

APPPEAL 

If you have one or more of the missing programmes it would be great to include them  and 

help complete this record of some of the music-making in BGS.  

 

Either contact me at 

https://www.facebook.com/ian.hunter.9026040 

or via 

BGS Musicians; 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=BGS%20musicians 

BGS Concert Band; 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/123347627828/ 

or, in my absence, contact 

Bangor Grammarians 

https://www.facebook.com/bangorgrammarians/?fref=ts 

 

Ian Hunter 
January 2015 

  

https://www.facebook.com/ian.hunter.9026040
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=BGS%20musicians
https://www.facebook.com/groups/123347627828/
https://www.facebook.com/bangorgrammarians/?fref=ts
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CONTENTS 

 YEAR  DATE PLACE PAGE 

  1 1969-1970   Assembly Hall 

  2 1970-1971   Bangor Parish Church 

  3 1971-1972   First Presbyterian Church 

  4 1972-1973  Tuesday, 21st December Bangor Parish Church 287 

  5 1973-1974  

  6 1974-1975  Friday, 20th December Bangor Parish Church 288 

  7 1975-1976  Schools’ Action Committee Assembly Hall 297 

  M Friday, 21st December Bangor Parish Church 299 

  8 1976-1977 M Tuesday, 21st December Bangor Parish Church 308 

  9 1977-1978 M Wednesday, 21st December Bangor Parish Church 317 

10 1978-1979 M Friday, 22nd December Bangor Parish Church 326   

11 1979-1980 M & E Friday, 21st December Bangor Parish Church 334 

12 1980-1981 M Friday, 19th December Bangor Parish Church 342 

13 1981-1982 M & E Friday, 19th December Bangor Parish Church 351 

14 1982-1983 M Tuesday, 21st December Bangor Parish Church 360 

15 1983-1984 M Tuesday, 20th December Bangor Parish Church 369 

16 1984-1985 M Thursday, 20th December Bangor Parish Church 377 

17 1985-1986 M & E Friday, 20th December Bangor Parish Church 385 

18 1986-1987 M & E Friday, 19th December Bangor Parish Church 391 

19 1987-1988 M Friday, 18th December Bangor Parish Church 400 

20 1988-1989 M & E Tuesday, 20th December Bangor Parish Church 407 

21 1989-1990 M Wednesday, 20th December Clarke Hall 415 

22 1990-1991   

23 1991-1992 M Friday, 20th December Clarke Hall 420 

24 1992-1993   Clarke Hall  

25 1993-1994 M Tuesday, 21st December Clarke Hall 429 

26 1994-1995 M Tuesday, 20th December Clarke Hall 438 

27 1995-1996 M Thursday, 21st December Clarke Hall 444 

28 1996-1997   

29 1997-1998   

30 1998-1999 M Friday, 18th December Clarke Hall 453 

31 1999-2000 M Friday, 17th December Clarke Hall 456 

32 2000-2001 M Wednesday, 20th December Clarke Hall 459 

33 2001-2002 M Friday, 21st December Clarke Hall 462 

34 2003-2004 M Friday, 19th December Clarke Hall 466 

35 2004-2005  
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36 2005-2006    467 

37 2006-2007 M Wednesday, 20th December  470 

38 2007-2008 M Friday, 21st December  474 

39 2008-2009 M Friday, 19th December  480 

40 2009-2010 

41 2010-2011 M Cancelled – bad weather  485   

42 2011-2012   

43 2012-2013 M Friday, 21st December  486 

44 2013-2014 M Friday, 20th December Atrium 491 

45 2014-2015 M&E Thursday,18th December Bangor Parish Church 497 
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1972-1973 

 

 

Retiring Collection for Glencraig Curative School 
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1974-1975 
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1975-1976 
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1975 

MORNING and EVENING 
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1976-1977 

MORNING and EVENING 
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1977-1978 

MORNING and EVENING 
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1978-1979 

MORNING and EVENING 
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1979-1980 

MORNING and EVENING 
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1980-1981 

MORNING and EVENING 
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1981-1982 

MORNING and EVENING 
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1982-1983 

MORNING and EVENING 
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1983-1984 

MORNING and EVENING 
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1984-1985 

MORNING and EVENING 
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1985-1986 

MORNNG and EVENING 
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85’s last page missing 
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1986-1987 

MORNING and EVENING 
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1987-1988 

MORNING and EVENING 

Ed For the first time the services included the fanfares  

 composed by David Willcocks and played by the Brass Ensemble 

. 
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1988-1989 

MORNING and EVENING 
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1989-1990 
MORNING 

Ed   For the first time the whole orchestra played at the services, 
 music was substantially different at each, instrumental carols 
 were played between lessons and both sacred and secular  
 instrumental seasonal music was played before and after services. 
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1991-1992 

MORNING 
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1993-1994 

MORNING 
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1994-1995 
MORNING 
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1995-1996 

MORNING 
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1998-1999 

MORNING 

BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
 

A FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS 

 

10 30 am FRIDAY 18 DECEMBER 1998 

 

 

THE SCHOOL IS ASKED TO STAND AND JOIN HEARTILY IN SINGING THE HYMNS 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

THE SCHOOL STANDS 

 

FANFARE AND HYMN 1 Once In Royal David's CityMusic: A Bliss, H J Gauntlet & D V Willcocks 

 

REMAIN STANDING 

 

THE BIDDING AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 

 

THE SCHOOL SITS 

 

CAROL Torches 

 Words from the Galician by J B Trend   Music: John Joubert 

 

FIRST LESSONGod Announces In The Garden Of Eden That The Seed Of Woman Shall Bruise The Serpent's Head  

   A Member of Staff 

   

CAROL 0 Men From The Fields 

 Words: Padraic Colum  Music: Arnold Cooke 

 

SECOND LESSON Christ's Birth And Kingdom Are Foretold By Isaiah The Canteen Supervisor 

   

HYMN 3 Silent Night Music: Joseph Mohr 
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THIRD LESSON The Peace That Christ Will Bring Is Foreshown A Connor House Boy 

   

FANFARE AND HYMN 2 Hark! The Herald-AngelsMusic: Felix Mendelssohn and David Willcocks 

 

FOURTH LESSON  The Angel Gabriel Salutes The Blessed Virgin Mary A Form Two Pupil 

   

CAROL Myn Lyking Music: R R Terry 

 

FIFTH LESSON St Matthew Tells Of The Birth Of Jesus A Form Four Pupil  

   

CAROLS Ding Dong Merrily On High 

 Words: G R Woodward  Music: French trad arr Charles Wood 

 Words: Jonathan Rea  Angelsong Music: Jonathan Rea 

 

SIXTH LESSON St Luke Tells Of The Birth Of Jesus A Senior Teacher 

   

CAROL De Virgin Mary Had A Baby Boy 

 Words: Tradtional  Music: arr Malcolm Sargent 

SEVENTH LESSON The Shepherds Go To The Manger A Form Lower Six Pupil 

 

CAROL Personent Hodie 

 Words from Piae Cantiones 1582  Music arr Gustav Holst  

 

EIGHTH LESSON The Wise Men Are Led By The Star To Jesus  The Head Boy 

   

HYMN 7 Away In A Manger Music: Normandy Carol-Melody 

 

REMAIN STANDING FOR THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL 

 

NINTH LESSON St John Unfolds The Great Mystery Of The Incarnation The Headmaster 

   

FANFARE AND HYMN 5 O Come All Ye Faithful Music Anon arr David Willcocks 

REMAIN STANDING 

 

  PRAYER AND BLESSING 

 

THE SCHOOL SONG 

 Words: Miss E Patton (BGS)  Music: Dr E Emery (BGS) 

 

COLLECTIONS TODAY FOR UNICEF 
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Since 1987 an estimated 2,000,000 children have been killed in the world’s conflicts. 

UNICEF can provide four kits to teach children about the dangers of landmines for £76; 

fit 6 children in Mozambique with artificial limbs for £336 

and provide 10 children (the victims of landmines) with wheelchairs for  £775. 

 

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY 

 

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 1998/1999 

Mr Stephen Barnett, GRNCM Miss Gillian McCutcheon, MMus, LRAM 
Mrs Heather Browne, BMus, PGCE Mr John McDonald, BMus, LTCL 
Mr Gareth Gilkeson  Mr Adrian Morris, PPRNCM 
Mr Stephen Jones Mr Brian Overton 
Mr Ian Livingstone Mrs Jean Savage, LTCL 
Mr Paul Lyttle, BEng, LTCL Mr John Savage 
Mrs Heather Marsden, GRNCM Mr Martin Wall, LTCL 

 
TEACHING STAFF 

Mr Jonathan Rea, BA, PGCE, LTCL 
Mr Ian A F Hunter, BA, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 

 

  HEADMASTER 

N D Argent, Esq, BSc, PhD 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE CONCERT BAND PLAYING SEASONAL MUSIC 

IN AID OF CANCER RESEARCH 

IN BLOOMFIELDS SHOPPING CENTRE DURING THE EVENINGS OF 

SATURDAY 19th AND TUESDAY 22nd DECEMBER 

 

 

WE WISH YOU A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMASTIDE AND A PEACEFUL AND PROSPEROUS 

NEW YEAR 
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1999-2000 

MORNING 

 

BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

 

A FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS 

 

10 30 am FRIDAY 17 DECEMBER 1999 

 

 

THE SCHOOL IS ASKED TO STAND AND JOIN HEARTILY IN SINGING THE HYMNS 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

THE SCHOOL STANDS 

 

FANFARE AND HYMN 1 Once In Royal David's City  

   Music:  A Bliss, H J Gauntlet & D V Willcocks 

 

REMAIN STANDING 

 

THE BIDDING AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 

 

THE SCHOOL SITS 

 

CAROL Torches 

 Words from the Galician by J B Trend   Music:  John Joubert 

 

FIRST LESSON God Announces In The Garden Of Eden That The Seed Of Woman Shall Bruise The Serpent's Head 

   A Member of Staff 

   

CAROL O Men From The Fields 

 Words:  Padraic Colum  Music:  Arnold Cooke 

 

SECOND LESSON Christ's Birth And Kingdom Are Foretold By Isaiah The Librarian 
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CAROL Myn Lyking Music:  R R Terry 

 

THIRD LESSON The Peace That Christ Will Bring Is Foreshown A Connor House Boy 

   

FANFARE AND HYMN 2 Hark! The Herald-Angels 

   Music:  Felix Mendelssohn and David Willcocks 

 

FOURTH LESSON  The Angel Gabriel Salutes The Blessed Virgin Mary A Form Two Pupil 

   

CAROLS Deck The Hall 

 Words:  Trans from Welsh  Music:  Welsh trad arr David Willcocks 

 Words:  Joseph Mohr trans S A Brooke  Silent Night Music:  Franz Gruber arr Jonathan Rea 

 

FIFTH LESSON St Matthew Tells Of The Birth Of Jesus A Form Four Pupil  

   

CAROL The Shepherd’s Pipe Carol 

 Words:  John Rutter  Music:  John Rutter 

 

SIXTH LESSON St Luke Tells Of The Birth Of Jesus A Senior Teacher 

   

CAROL Psallite Unigenito  

 Words:  John Rutter  Music:  Michael Praetorius from Missa Sioniae, 1609  

 Words:  Michael Perry Calypso Carol/Mary’s Boy-Child 

   Music:  M Perry & trad – arr Jonathan Rea 

 

SEVENTH LESSON The Shepherds Go To The Manger A Form Lower Six Pupil 

 

CAROL Personent Hodie 

 Words from Piae Cantiones 1582  Music arr Gustav Holst  

 

EIGHTH LESSON The Wise Men Are Led By The Star To Jesus  A Deputy Head Boy 

   

HYMN 7 Away In A Manger Music:  Normandy Carol-Melody 

 

REMAIN STANDING FOR THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL 

 

NINTH LESSON St John Unfolds The Great Mystery Of The Incarnation The Headmaster 

   

FANFARE AND HYMN 5 O Come All Ye Faithful Music anon arr David Willcocks 
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REMAIN STANDING 

 

  PRAYER AND BLESSING 

 

THE SCHOOL SONG 

 Words:  Miss E Patton (BGS)  Music:  Dr E Emery (BGS) 

 

RETIRING COLLECTION FOR THE CHILDREN’S HOSPICE 

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY 

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 1999/2000 

Mr Stephen Barnett, GRNCM Miss Gillian McCutcheon, MMus, LRAM 

Mrs Heather Browne, BMus, PGCE Mr Brian Overton 

Mr Richard Douglas, ATCL Mr Stephen Pickett, BMus, ARCM 

Mr Gareth Gilkeson  Mrs G Pickett, CertEd 

Mr Ian Livingstone Mr John Savage 

Mrs Heather Marsden, GRNCM Mrs Jean Savage, LTCL 

 Mr Martin Wall, LTCL 

TEACHING STAFF 1999/2000 
 

Mr Jonathan Rea, MA, PGCE, LTCL 

Mr Ian A F Hunter, BA, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 

(Director of Music) 

 

WE WISH YOU A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMASTIDE AND A PEACEFUL AND PROSPEROUS 

NEW YEAR 
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2000-2001 

MORNING 

 

BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

A FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND 

CAROLS 

 

10:15 am WEDNESDAY 20 DECEMBER 2000 

 

THE SCHOOL IS ASKED TO STAND AND JOIN HEARTILY IN SINGING THE HYMNS 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

THE SCHOOL STANDS 

 

FANFARE AND HYMN 1 Once In Royal David's CityMusic:  A Bliss, H J Gauntlet & D V Willcocks 

 

REMAIN STANDING 

 

THE BIDDING AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 

 

THE SCHOOL SITS 

 

CAROL  

 Words from the Galician by J B Trend  Torches Music:  John Joubert 

 

FIRST LESSON God Announces In The Garden Of Eden That The Seed Of Woman Shall Bruise The Serpent's Head  

   A Member of Staff 

   

CAROL O Men From The Fields 

 Words:  Padraic Colum  Music:  Arnold Cooke 

 

SECOND LESSON Christ's Birth And Kingdom Are Foretold By Isaiah The Sixth Form Supervisor 

   

CAROL  

 Words:  15th century Myn Lyking Music:  R R Terry 
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THIRD LESSON The Peace That Christ Will Bring Is Foreshown A Connor House Boy 

   

FANFARE AND HYMN 2 Hark! The Herald-Angels  

   Music:  Felix Mendelssohn and David Willcocks 
 

FOURTH LESSON  The Angel Gabriel Salutes The Blessed Virgin Mary A Year Nine Pupil 

   

HYMN 3 Silent Night Music:  Trad arr David Willcocks 

 

FIFTH LESSON St Matthew Tells Of The Birth Of Jesus A Year Eleven Pupil  

   

CAROL  

 Words:  Trans from Welsh Deck The Hall Music:  Welsh trad arr David Willcocks  

SIXTH LESSON St Luke Tells Of The Birth Of Jesus The Vice Principal 

   

CAROL  

 Words:  John Rutter  Star Carol Music:  John Rutter 

SEVENTH LESSON The Shepherds Go To The Manger A Year Thirteen Pupil 

CAROL   

 Words:  Jonathan Rea Bethlehem Gloria Music arr Jonathan Rea 

    

EIGHTH LESSON The Wise Men Are Led By The Star To Jesus A Deputy Head Boy 

   

HYMN 7 Away In A Manger Music:  Normandy Carol-Melody 

 

REMAIN STANDING FOR THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL 

 

NINTH LESSON St John Unfolds The Great Mystery Of The Incarnation The Headmaster 

   

FANFARE AND HYMN 5 O Come All Ye Faithful Music anon arr David Willcocks 

 

REMAIN STANDING 

 

  PRAYER AND BLESSING 
 

 Words:  Miss E Patton (BGS) THE SCHOOL SONG Music:  Dr E Emery (BGS) 

 

RETIRING COLLECTION TO HELP THE EDUCATION OF OVERSEAS PUPILS 

Mr Ivan Wilson, former BGS VP, is now in Cameroon with the VSO Agency.  

The school where he is working is in urgent need of books and equipment 

 - our aim is to lessen this need 

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY 

 

--------------ooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooo-------------- 
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INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2000/2001 

Mr Stephen Barnett, GRNCM Mr Brian Overton 

Mr Richard Douglas, ATCL Mr Stephen Pickett, BMus, ARCM 

Mr Gareth Gilkeson  Mrs Gill Pickett, CertEd 

Mr Ian Livingstone Mr John Savage 

Mrs Heather Marsden, GRNCM Mrs Jean Savage, LTCL 

Miss Gillian McCutcheon, MMus, LRAM Mr Martin Wall, LTCL 
 

  
TEACHING STAFF 1999/2000 

Mr Jonathan Rea, MA, PGCE, LTCL 

Mr Ian A F Hunter, BA, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 

(Director of Music) 

 

  HEADMASTER 

N D Argent, Esq, BA, PhD 

 

--------------ooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooo-------------- 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE CONCERT BAND PLAYING SEASONAL MUSIC 

IN AID OF CANCER RESEARCH 

IN BLOOMFIELD SHOPPING CENTRE FROM 7 pm 

TONIGHT AND ON FRIDAY 22ND DECEMBER 

------------------ooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooo------------------ 

 

WE WISH YOU A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMASTIDE AND A PEACEFUL AND PROSPEROUS 

NEW YEAR 
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2001-2002 

MORNING 

 

BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

 

A FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS 

 

10:15 am FRIDAY 21 DECEMBER 2001 

 

THE SCHOOL IS ASKED TO STAND AND JOIN HEARTILY IN SINGING THE HYMNS 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

THE SCHOOL STANDS 

 

FANFARE AND HYMN 1 Once In Royal David's City Music: Bliss, Gauntlet, D V Willcocks 

 

REMAIN STANDING 

 

THE BIDDING AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 

 

THE SCHOOL SITS 

CAROL  

 Words from the Galician by J B Trend  Torches Music:  John Joubert 

 

FIRST LESSON God Announces In The Garden Of Eden That The Seed Of Woman Shall Bruise The Serpent's Head Member of Staff 

   

CAROLS  

 Words:  Joseph Mohr trans S A Brooke  Silent Night Music:  Franz Gruber arr Jonathan Rea 

  

SECOND LESSON Christ's Birth And Kingdom Are Foretold By Isaiah AOld Boy 

   

CAROL  

 Words:  15th century Myn Lyking Music:  R R Terry 

 

THIRD LESSON The Peace That Christ Will Bring Is Foreshown Connor House Boy 

   

FANFARE AND HYMN 2 Hark! The Herald-Angels Music:  Felix Mendelssohn and David Willcocks 

 

FOURTH LESSON  The Angel Gabriel Salutes The Blessed Virgin Mary year Ten Pupil 

 

CAROL   

 Words from Piae Cantiones 1582 Gaudete Music arr Jonathan Rea 
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FIFTH LESSON St Matthew Tells Of The Birth Of Jesus Parent 

   

CAROL  

 Words:  John Rutter Jesus Child Music:  John Rutter 

    

SIXTH LESSON St Luke Tells Of The Birth Of Jesus Head of Connor House 

   

CAROLS  

 Words:  traditional Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day Music:  John Gardner 

 

SEVENTH LESSON The Shepherds Go To The Manger Chairman of the Board of Governors 

 

CAROL    

 Words:  Jonathan Rea Bethlehem Gloria Music:  Jonathan Rea 

    

EIGHTH LESSON The Wise Men Are Led By The Star To Jesus Head Boy 

   

CAROL  

 Words from Piae Cantiones 1582 Personent Hodie Music arr Gustav Holst 

 

HYMN 4 We Three Kings Music:  John Hopkins 

 

REMAIN STANDING FOR THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL 

NINTH LESSON St John Unfolds The Great Mystery Of The Incarnation Headmaster 

   

FANFARE AND HYMN 5 O Come All Ye Faithful Music anon arr David Willcocks 

REMAIN STANDING 

  PRAYER AND BLESSING 

 Words:  Miss E Patton (BGS) THE SCHOOL SONG Music:  Dr E Emery (BGS) 

RETIRING COLLECTION 

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY 
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INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2000/2001 

 

Mr Stephen Barnett, GRNCM  Mr Stephen Pickett, BMus, ARCM 

Mr Richard Douglas, ATCL  Mrs Gill Pickett, CertEd 

Mr Richard Hadwen GRNCM   Mr John Savage 

Mr Ian Livingstone  Mrs Jean Savage, LTCL 

Miss Gillian McCutcheon, MMus, LRAM 

 Mr Martin Wall, LTCL 

Mr Brian Overton  Mr Matthew White 

 

TEACHING STAFF 2000/2001 

Mr Jonathan Rea, MA, PGCE, LTCL 

(Director of Music) 

Mrs Karen Gordon BMus, PGCE, ALCM* 

Mr Robert Stevenson BA, PGCE, ATCL* 

Mr Philip Moore BA, PGCE* 

*(part-time in the Music Department) 

HEADMASTER 

Mr S D Connolly MA 

 

--------------ooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooo-------------- 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE CONCERT BAND PLAYING SEASONAL MUSIC 

IN AID OF CANCER RESEARCH 

IN BLOOMFIELDS SHOPPING CENTRE FROM 5pm until 7pm 

ON SATURDAY 22 DECEMBER 

 

------------------ooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooo------------------ 
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2003-2004 
MORNING 
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2005-2006 

MORNING 
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2006-2007 

MORNING 
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2007-2008 
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2008-2009 

MORNING 
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2010-2011 

cancelled – bad weather 
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2012-2013 

MORNING 



487 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

 



488 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

 



489 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

 



490 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

 

 

  



491 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

2013-2014 

MORNING 



492 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

 



493 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

 



494 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

 



495 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

 



496 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 
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2014-2015 

MORNING and EVENING 

 

BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

A FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS 

 

in 

Bangor Parish Church 

 

 

2.30 p.m.& 7.30 p.m. 

 

Thursday 18 December 2014 

THE CONGREGATION IS ASKED TO STAND AND JOIN HEARTILY  

IN SINGING THE HYMNS 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

THE CONGREGATION STANDS 

 

FANFARE AND HYMN Once in Royal David’s City 

Words: Mrs C F Alexander  Music: H J Gauntlet 

Arr: Sir David Willcocks 

Verse 1 Soloist: Ewan O’Dowd 

1 Once in royal David's city  

 Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

 Where a mother laid her baby 

 In a manger for his bed: 

 Mary was that mother mild, 

 Jesus Christ her little child. 

 

3 And our eyes at last shall see him 

 Through his own redeeming love, 

 For that child so dear and gentle 

 Is our Lord in heaven above; 

 And he leads his children on 

 To the place where he is gone. 

 

2 He came down to earth from heaven 

 Who is God and Lord of all, 

 And his shelter was a stable 

 And his cradle was a stall; 

 With the poor and mean and lowly 

Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

4 Not in that poor lowly stable, 

 With the oxen standing by, 

 We shall see him; but in heaven 

 Set at God's right hand on high, 

 Where like stars his children crowned 

All in white shall wait around. 

 

PLEASE REMAIN STANDING 

THE BIDDING AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 

THE CONGREGATION SITS 

FIRST LESSON God announces in the garden of Eden that A Member of Staff 

  the seed of woman shall bruise the serpent's head  

 

CAROL 

Words: Robert Croo COVENTRY CAROL Music: Thomas 

Mawdyke 

SECOND LESSON Christ's birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah  A Junior School Pupil 
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CAROL 

Words: Alain Boublil 

BETHLEHEM  Music: Claude-Michel 

Schönberg 

 

THIRD LESSON The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown A Parent 

 

FANFARE AND HYMN 

Words: C Wesley and others Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Music: Mendelssohn 

  Arr: Sir David 

Willcocks 

1 Hark! the herald-angels sing  

 “Glory to the new-born King, 

 Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

 God and sinners reconciled.”  

 Joyful, all ye nations rise, 

 Join the triumph of the skies;  

 With th'angelic host proclaim, 

 “Christ is born in Bethlehem.” 

 2 Christ, by highest heaven adored! 
  Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
  Late in time behold Him come, 

  Offspring of a virgin's womb. 

  Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

  Hail, th'incarnate Deity. 

  Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 

  Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! the herald-angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King. 

3 Hail! the heaven-born Prince of peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, 

Risen with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. 

FOURTH LESSON  The Angel Gabriel salutes the blessed Virgin Mary 

 A Middle School Pupil 

 

CAROL GAUDETE  Music: Traditional 

Words: From Piae Cantiones 

Arrangement: O’Reilly 

    

FIFTH LESSON  St Matthew tells of the birth of Jesus The Chairman          of the Grammarians 
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CAROL  WEXFORD CAROL 

Arrangement: O’Reilly   

Soloist: Joel Mawhinney  

Harp: Catherine Hamilton 

Bagpipes: Glen Baxter                               Music: Trad/William Flood 

 

SIXTH LESSON St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus The Head Boy 

   

CAROL 

Arrangement: Ola Gjeilo 

IM STALL IN DER KRIPPE Music: William 

Kirkpatrick 

SEVENTH LESSON The Shepherds go to the manger The Vice Principal 

 

CAROL SILENT NIGHT   Music: Franz Gruber Ar: O’Reilly      

   

EIGHTH LESSON The wise men are led by the star to Jesus The Vice Chairman of the 

   Board of Governors 

HYMN WE THREE KINGS Music: John Henry Hopkins 

Words: John Henry Hopkins 

Everyone Gentlemen Only  

1 We three kings of Orient are; 2 Born a King on Bethlehem plain,  
   Bearing gifts, we traverse afar,  Gold I bring to crown Him again - 
   Field and fountain, moor and mountain  King for ever, ceasing never 
   Following yonder star:   Over us all to reign:  

Refrain Everyone 
O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 

Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 
 

Gentlemen Only  Gentlemen Only  

3 Frankincense to offer have I; 4 Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume  
 Incense owns a Deity nigh;  Breathes a life of gathering gloom  
 Prayer and praising, all men raising  Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying 
 Worship Him, God most High:  Sealed in the stone-cold tomb: 

 

 Everyone 
 5 Glorious now, behold him arise, 
  King and God, and sacrifice! 

  Heav'n sings Hallelujah: 
  Hallelujah the earth replies: 
 

 

NINTH LESSON St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation The Principal 
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FANFARE AND HYMN 

Words: Trans from 18th century 

Latin 

O Come All Ye Faithful Music: Anon 

Arr: Sir David 

Willcocks 

 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
 Joyful and triumphant, 
 O come ye, 
 O come ye to Bethlehem; 
 Come and behold Him 
 Born the King of Angels: 

2 Though God of true God, 
 Light of Light Eternal, 
 The womb of a Virgin 
 Hath He not abhorred; 
 Very God, 
  Begotten, not created: 
 

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 

3 Sing, choirs of angels 
  Sing in exultation, 
  Sing, all ye citizens 
  Of heav'n above; 
  “Glory to God 
   In the Highest!” 

4 Yea, Lord, we bless thee, 
  Born for our salvation; 
  Jesu!  for ever be 
  Thy Name adored! 
  Word of the Father, 
  Now in flesh appearing: 

PLEASE REMAIN STANDING FOR THE PRAYER AND BLESSING 

 

THE SCHOOL SONG 

Words:  Miss E Patton (BGS)                 Music:  Dr E Emery (BGS) 
 Comgall noster, Columbanus, 
 Sanctus noster Gall Britannos 
 Effecere Christianos.  
 Floreat Bangoria -  
 Deo laus et gloria.   

 
 Sana mens in corpore sano 
 Hic quaeratur, et humano  
 Quisque sit discipulus animo.   
 Ne pavidus exeat,  
 Laboraturus inter pares,  
 Oraturus, oraturus,  
 Fidem quolibet laturus.  

 

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2013-2014 

Mr Stephen Barnett GRNCM (trombone & piano) 
Mr Frank Carbery (drum kit) 

Mrs Olwyn Boyce (violin & viola) 
Mr Michael Donaghy (guitar) 

Miss Bridget Benson LTCL (flute) 
Mrs Janet Gibson (bassoon, piano & theory) 
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Mrs Michelle Fenn BA PGRSAMD (oboe, clarinet & saxophone) 
Mr David Howell ATCL (saxophone) 

Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM (clarinet & saxophone) 
Mr Ian Livingstone (guitar) 

Mr Derek Parkins GRNCM (horn) 
Mr Nigel Snell (trumpet) 

Mr Wesley Thompson (euphonium & tuba) 
 

 

TEACHING STAFF 2013-2014 
Mr Paul O’Reilly BMus, PGCE, LRSM (Acting Director of Music) 

Mrs Jill Maxwell MEd, BA, ATCL 

 

PRINCIPAL 

Mrs Elizabeth Huddleson MSSC, B.Ed, PQH(NI) 

 

This year’s collection will be in aid of  

Bangor Grammar’s Africa Project 

This is our first Christmas in the new school. Most of it has been built with public 
money (around £24million). As a School we are excited about this investment in 
the education of our boys but at the same time, realise that it is a privilege and 

we should be thankful. 
To mark the occasion, we have joined with Abaana, a local Bangor charity, to 

raise at least £60,000 to fund the construction of a new primary school in Coroom 
Tekwii near Gulu in Northern Uganda, an area which has been torn apart by a 20 

year-long civil war.  
So far, we have raised over £41,000 and would ask for your help this evening to 

move us closer to our target.  

The Concert Band will be performing in Bloomfield Shopping centre on 
Friday 19th December from 2.00 to 4.00pm, during which they will be collecting 

money for this project. 
 

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY 

 

HAVE A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A PEACEFUL AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 
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THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT ARCHIVE 

CAROL SERVICES – EVENING 

 

O men from the fields, From reek of the smoke 
Come gently within, And cold of the floor 
Tread softly, softly, And the peering of things 
O men, coming in... Across the half-door. 
  
For m'mhurnin is going O men from the fields, 
From me and from you Softly, softly come through; 
Where Mary will fold him Mary puts round him 
With mantle of blue, Her mantle of blue. 

Padraic Colum (1881-1972) 

 

"Come with us to the field, or go with our brothers to the sea and cast your 

net; 

For the land and the sea shall be bountiful to you even as to us." 

And if there come the singers and the dancers and the flute players, - buy of 

their gifts also.  

For they too are gatherers of fruit and frankincense, and that which they bring, 

though fashioned of dreams, is raiment and food for your soul. 
THE PROPHET 

 Kahlil Gibran 

  

http://www.recmusic.org/lieder/c/colum/
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BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL  

THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT ARCHIVE 

ORDERS OF SERVICE - EVENINGS FROM 1969 

 

APOLOGIES 

Inevitably there will be errors in this archive. Please forgive them and, more importantly, 

please tell us about them and they’ll be corrected as soon as possible. 

APPPEAL 

If you have one or more of the missing programmes it would be great to include them  and 

help complete this record of some of the music-making in BGS.  

 

Either contact me at 

https://www.facebook.com/ian.hunter.9026040 

or via 

BGS Musicians; 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=BGS%20musicians 

BGS Concert Band; 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/123347627828/ 

or, in my absence, contact 

Bangor Grammarians 

https://www.facebook.com/bangorgrammarians/?fref=ts 

 

Ian Hunter 
January 2015 

  

https://www.facebook.com/ian.hunter.9026040
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=BGS%20musicians
https://www.facebook.com/groups/123347627828/
https://www.facebook.com/bangorgrammarians/?fref=ts
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  INDEX     

YEAR DATE PLACE PAGE 

1971-1972 Sunday, 12th December 1st Presbyterian Church 507 

  Bangor Council of Churches, Community Carol Singing     

  Monday, 20th December 1st Presbyterian Church 508 

  Carol Service for Senior Citizens     

  FIRST EVENING CAROL SERVICE WAS IN 1975     

  ORDERS OF SERVICE   
 

1975-1976 Tuesday, 23rd December  Bangor Parish Church 509 

1976-1977 Thursday, 23rd December  Bangor Parish Church 518 

1977-1978 Thursday, 22nd December  Bangor Parish Church 527 

1978-1979 Friday, 22nd December Bangor Parish Church 536 

1979-1980 Friday, 21st December Bangor Parish Church 545 

1980-1981 Monday, 22nd December  Bangor Parish Church 553 

1981-1982 Monday, 21st December Bangor Parish Church 562 

1982-1983 Thursday, 23rd December  Bangor Parish Church 571 

1983-1984 Thursday, 22nd December  Bangor Parish Church 580 

1984-1985 Friday 21st December  Bangor Parish Church 588 

1985-1986 Friday, 20th December Bangor Parish Church 596 

1986-1987 Friday, 19th December Bangor Parish Church 603 

1987-1988 Monday, 21st December  Bangor Parish Church 611 

1988-1989 Tuesday, 20th December Bangor Parish Church 619 

1989-1990 Wednesday, 20th December Clarke Hall   

1990-1991       

1991-1992       

1992-1993 Monday, 21st December Clarke Hall 628 

1993-1994       

1994-1995 Monday, 19th December Clarke Hall 637 

1995-1996       

1996-1997       

1997-1998       

1998-1999 Thursday, 17th December Clarke Hall 647 

1999-2000       

2000-2001       

2001-2002 Hymns   649 

2001-2002 Thursday, 20th December Clarke Hall 650 

2003-2004       

2004-2005       

2005-2006     653 

2006-2007 Tuesday, 19th Dcember Clarke Hall 661 

2007-2008 Thursday, 20th December Clarke Hall  667 

2008-2009 Thursday, 18th December Clarke Hall 674 

2009-2010 Monday, 21st December Clarke Hall 681 

2010-2011 Cancelled – Severe Weather     
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2011-2012 Tuesday, 20th December Clarke Hall   

2012-2013 Thursday, 20th December Clarke Hall 687 

2013-2014 Thursday, 19th December Atrium 692 

2014-2015 Thursday, 18th December Bangor Parish Church 697 
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1971 

COMMUNITY CAROL SINGING 
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BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
1971 

CAROL SERVICE FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  



509 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT ARCHIVE 

THE EVENING ORDERS OF SERVICE 

 

 

ANUNCIACION 

Anónimo. Escuela Toledana. S.XVI 

Retablo de San Lázaro. Palacio Episcopal. Plasencia, España 

The Angel Gabriel from heaven came  
His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame  

"All hail" said he thou Holy Maiden Mary  
Most highly favoured lady Gloria. 

 
For know a blessed mother thou shalt be  

All generations laud and honor thee  
Thy son shall be Emmanuel as seers foretold  

Most highly favoured lady Gloria. 
 

The gentle Mary meekly bowed her head  
"To me, be as it pleaseth God" she said  

"My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name"  
Most highly favoured lady Gloria. 

 
Of her Emmanuel, the Christ was born  
In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn  

And everyone through out the world will ever say  
Most highly favoured lady Gloria. 

 Basque Carol 
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1975-1976 

MORNING and EVENING 
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1976-1977 

MORNING and EVENING 

 



520 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



521 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

 

 

 

 

 

 



522 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

 

 

 



523 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

 

 

 



524 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



525 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

 

 

 

 

 



526 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

 

 

 

 



527 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 
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1977-1978 

MORNING and EVENING 
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1978-1979 

MORNING and EVENING 
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1979-1980 

MORNING and EVENING 
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1980-1981 
MORNING and EVENING 
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1981-1982 

MORNING and EVENING 
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1982-1983 
MORNING and EVENING 
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1983-1984 

MORNING and EVENING 
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1984-1985 

MORNING and EVENING 
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1985-1986 
MORNING and EVENING 
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1986-1987 
MORNING and EVENING 
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1987-1988 

MORNING and EVENING 

Ed For the first time the services included the fanfares  

 composed by David Willcocks and played by the Brass Ensemble 
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1988-1989 

MORNING and EVENING 
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1989-1990 
EVENING 

Ed   For the first time the whole orchestra played at the services. 

 Music was substantially different at each, instrumental carols 

 were played between lessons and both sacred and secular  

 instrumental seasonal music was played before and after services. 
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1992-1993 
EVENING 
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1994-1995 

EVENING 
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1998-1999 
EVENING 

 

  



648 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

  



649 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

WORDS of HYMNS 
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2001-2002 

EVENING 

 

BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
 

A FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS 

 

8 pm THURSDAY 20 DECEMBER 2001 

 

THE CONGREGATION IS ASKED TO STAND AND JOIN HEARTILY IN SINGING THE HYMNS 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

THE CONGREGATION STANDS 

 

FANFARE AND HYMN 1 Once In Royal David's City Music:  Bliss, Gauntlet, D V Willcocks 

 

REMAIN STANDING 

 

THE BIDDING AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 

 

THE CONGREGATION SITS 

 

CAROL  

 Words from the Galician by J B Trend  Torches Music:  John Joubert 

 

FIRST LESSON God Announces In The Garden Of Eden That The Seed Of Woman Shall Bruise The Serpent's Head Member of Staff 

   

CAROLS  

 Words:  Joseph Mohr trans S A Brooke  Silent Night Music:  Franz Gruber arr Jonathan Rea 

 Words from Piae Cantiones 1582 Gaudete Music arr Jonathan Rea 

 

SECOND LESSON Christ's Birth And Kingdom Are Foretold By Isaiah Old Boy 

CAROL  

 Words:  15th century Myn Lyking Music:  R R Terry 

 

THIRD LESSON The Peace That Christ Will Bring Is Foreshown Connor House Boy 

   

FANFARE AND HYMN 2 Hark! The Herald-Angels Music:  Felix Mendelssohn,  David Willcocks 

 

FOURTH LESSON  The Angel Gabriel Salutes The Blessed Virgin Mary A Year Ten Pupil 
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HYMN 6 God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen Music:  Trad arr David Willcocks 

 

FIFTH LESSON St Matthew Tells Of The Birth Of Jesus Parent  

CAROL  

 Words:  John Rutter Jesus Child Music:  John Rutter 

    

SIXTH LESSON St Luke Tells Of The Birth Of Jesus THead of Connor House 

   

CAROLS  

 Words:  Rosemary Smyth The Lambkin Music:  Rosemary Smyth 

 Words:  traditional Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day Music:  John Gardner 

 

HYMN 9 Good King Wenceslas Music  Piae Cantiones arr Reginald Jacques 

SEVENTH LESSON The Shepherds Go To The Manger Chairman of the Board of Governors 

HYMN 9 It Came Upon The Midnight Clear Music arr Sullivan/David Wilcocks 

CAROLS    

 Words:  English Traditional Sussex Carol Music: arr Philip Ledger  

 Words:  Jonathan Rea Bethlehem Gloria Music:  Jonathan Rea 

    

EIGHTH LESSON The Wise Men Are Led By The Star To Jesus Head Boy 

   

CAROL  

 Words from Piae Cantiones 1582 Personent Hodie Music arr Gustav Holst 

 

HYMN 4 We Three Kings Music:  John Hopkins 

 

REMAIN STANDING FOR THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL 

NINTH LESSON St John Unfolds The Great Mystery Of The Incarnation Headmaster 

   

FANFARE AND HYMN 5 O Come All Ye Faithful Music anon arr David Willcocks 

REMAIN STANDING 

 

  PRAYER AND BLESSING 

 

 

 Words:  Miss E Patton (BGS) THE SCHOOL SONG Music:  Dr E Emery (BGS) 

 

 

RETIRING COLLECTION - PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY 

 

 

 

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2000/2001 
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Mr Stephen Barnett, GRNCM  Mr Stephen Pickett, BMus, ARCM 

Mr Richard Douglas, ATCL  Mrs Gill Pickett, CertEd 

Mr Richard Hadwen GRNCM   Mr John Savage 

Mr Ian Livingstone  Mrs Jean Savage, LTCL 

Miss Gillian McCutcheon, MMus, LRAM  Mr Martin Wall, LTCL 

Mr Brian Overton  Mr Matthew White 

 

TEACHING STAFF 2000/2001 

Mr Jonathan Rea, MA, PGCE, LTCL 

(Director of Music) 

Mrs Karen Gordon BMus, PGCE, ALCM* 

Mr Robert Stevenson BA, PGCE, ATCL* 

Mr Philip Moore BA, PGCE* 

*(part-time in the Music Department) 

HEADMASTER 

Mr S D Connolly MA 

 

TRADITIONAL REFRESHMENTS 

Parents and Friends are Invited to the Canteen for Mince Pies and Ginger Wine after the Service 

--------------ooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooo-------------- 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE CONCERT BAND PLAYING SEASONAL MUSIC 

IN AID OF CANCER RESEARCH 

BLOOMFIELDS SHOPPING CENTRE, 5pm- 7pm SATURDAY 22 DECEMBER 

------------------ooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooo------------------ 

 

WE WISH YOU A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A PEACEFUL AND PROSPEROUS 

NEW YEAR 
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2005-2006 

EVENING 
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2006-2007 
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2007-2008 
EVENING 
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2008-2009 
EVENING 
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2009-2010 
EVENING 
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Page One Missing 
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2010-2011 

cancelled – bad weather 
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2012-2013 
EVENING 
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2013-2014 
EVENING 
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2014-2015 

MORNING and EVENING 

 

BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

A FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS 

 

in 

Bangor Parish Church 

 

 

2.30 p.m.& 7.30 p.m. 

 

Thursday 18 December 2014 

 

THE CONGREGATION IS ASKED TO STAND AND JOIN HEARTILY 

IN SINGING THE HYMNS 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

THE CONGREGATION STANDS 

 

FANFARE AND HYMN Once in Royal David’s City 

Words: Mrs C F Alexander  Music: H J Gauntlet 

Arr: Sir David Willcocks 

Verse 1 Soloist: Ewan O’Dowd 

1 Once in royal David's city  
 Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
 Where a mother laid her baby 
 In a manger for his bed: 
 Mary was that mother mild, 
 Jesus Christ her little child. 

 

3 And our eyes at last shall see him 
 Through his own redeeming love, 
 For that child so dear and gentle 
 Is our Lord in heaven above; 
 And he leads his children on 
 To the place where he is gone. 

 
2 He came down to earth from heaven 
 Who is God and Lord of all, 
 And his shelter was a stable 
 And his cradle was a stall; 
 With the poor and mean and lowly 

Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

4 Not in that poor lowly stable, 
 With the oxen standing by, 
 We shall see him; but in heaven 
 Set at God's right hand on high, 
 Where like stars his children crowned 

All in white shall wait around. 

 

PLEASE REMAIN STANDING 

THE BIDDING AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 

THE CONGREGATION SITS 

FIRST LESSON God announces in the garden of Eden that A Member of Staff 

  the seed of woman shall bruise the serpent's head  

CAROL 

Words: Robert Croo COVENTRY CAROL Music: Thomas 

Mawdyke 

SECOND LESSON Christ's birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah  A Junior School Pupil 

 

CAROL 

Words: Alain Boublil 

BETHLEHEM  Music: Claude-Michel 

Schönberg 

 

THIRD LESSON The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown A Parent 

 

FANFARE AND HYMN 
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Words: C Wesley and others Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Music: Mendelssohn 

  Arr: Sir David 

Willcocks 

1 Hark! the herald-angels sing  
 “Glory to the new-born King, 
 Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
 God and sinners reconciled.”  
 Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
 Join the triumph of the skies;  
 With th'angelic host proclaim, 
 “Christ is born in Bethlehem.” 

 2 Christ, by highest heaven adored! 
  Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
  Late in time behold Him come, 
  Offspring of a virgin's womb. 
  Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
  Hail, th'incarnate Deity. 
  Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 
  Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
 

Hark! the herald-angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King. 

 
3 Hail! the heaven-born Prince of peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 
Risen with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 
 

FOURTH LESSON  The Angel Gabriel salutes the blessed Virgin Mary 

 A Middle School Pupil 

 

CAROL GAUDETE  Music: Traditional 

Words: From Piae Cantiones 

Arrangement: O’Reilly 

    

FIFTH LESSON  St Matthew tells of the birth of Jesus The Chairman          of the Grammarians 

 

CAROL  WEXFORD CAROL 

Arrangement: O’Reilly   

Soloist: Joel Mawhinney  

Harp: Catherine Hamilton 

Bagpipes: Glen Baxter                               Music: Trad/William Flood 

 

SIXTH LESSON St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus The Head Boy 

   

CAROL 

Arrangement: Ola Gjeilo 

IM STALL IN DER KRIPPE Music: William 

Kirkpatrick 
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SEVENTH LESSON The Shepherds go to the manger The Vice Principal 

 

CAROL SILENT NIGHT   Music: Franz Gruber Ar: O’Reilly      

   

EIGHTH LESSON The wise men are led by the star to Jesus The Vice Chairman of the 

   Board of Governors 

HYMN WE THREE KINGS Music: John Henry Hopkins 

Words: John Henry Hopkins 

Everyone Gentlemen Only  

1 We three kings of Orient are; 2 Born a King on Bethlehem plain,  
   Bearing gifts, we traverse afar,  Gold I bring to crown Him again - 
   Field and fountain, moor and mountain  King for ever, ceasing never 
   Following yonder star:   Over us all to reign:  

Refrain Everyone 
O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 

Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 
 

Gentlemen Only  Gentlemen Only  

3 Frankincense to offer have I; 4 Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume  
 Incense owns a Deity nigh;  Breathes a life of gathering gloom  
 Prayer and praising, all men raising  Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying 
 Worship Him, God most High:  Sealed in the stone-cold tomb: 

 

 Everyone 
 5 Glorious now, behold him arise, 
  King and God, and sacrifice! 

  Heav'n sings Hallelujah: 
  Hallelujah the earth replies: 
 

NINTH LESSON St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation The Principal 

FANFARE AND HYMN 

Words: Trans from 18th century 

Latin 

O Come All Ye Faithful Music: Anon 

Arr: Sir David 

Willcocks 

 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
 Joyful and triumphant, 
 O come ye, 
 O come ye to Bethlehem; 
 Come and behold Him 
 Born the King of Angels: 

2 Though God of true God, 
 Light of Light Eternal, 
 The womb of a Virgin 
 Hath He not abhorred; 
 Very God, 
  Begotten, not created: 
 

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
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3 Sing, choirs of angels 
  Sing in exultation, 
  Sing, all ye citizens 
  Of heav'n above; 
  “Glory to God 
   In the Highest!” 

4 Yea, Lord, we bless thee, 
  Born for our salvation; 
  Jesu!  for ever be 
  Thy Name adored! 
  Word of the Father, 
  Now in flesh appearing: 

PLEASE REMAIN STANDING FOR THE PRAYER AND BLESSING 

THE SCHOOL SONG 

Words:  Miss E Patton (BGS)                 Music:  Dr E Emery (BGS) 
 Comgall noster, Columbanus, 
 Sanctus noster Gall Britannos 
 Effecere Christianos.  
 Floreat Bangoria -  
 Deo laus et gloria.   

 
 Sana mens in corpore sano 
 Hic quaeratur, et humano  
 Quisque sit discipulus animo.   
 Ne pavidus exeat,  
 Laboraturus inter pares,  
 Oraturus, oraturus,  
 Fidem quolibet laturus.  

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2013-2014 

Mr Stephen Barnett GRNCM (trombone & piano) 
Mr Frank Carbery (drum kit) 

Mrs Olwyn Boyce (violin & viola) 
Mr Michael Donaghy (guitar) 

Miss Bridget Benson LTCL (flute) 
Mrs Janet Gibson (bassoon, piano & theory) 

Mrs Michelle Fenn BA PGRSAMD (oboe, clarinet & saxophone) 
Mr David Howell ATCL (saxophone) 

Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM (clarinet & saxophone) 
Mr Ian Livingstone (guitar) 

Mr Derek Parkins GRNCM (horn) 
Mr Nigel Snell (trumpet) 

Mr Wesley Thompson (euphonium & tuba) 
 

 

TEACHING STAFF 2013-2014 
Mr Paul O’Reilly BMus, PGCE, LRSM (Acting Director of Music) 

Mrs Jill Maxwell MEd, BA, ATCL 

 

PRINCIPAL 

Mrs Elizabeth Huddleson MSSC, B.Ed, PQH(NI) 
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This year’s collection will be in aid of  

Bangor Grammar’s Africa Project 

This is our first Christmas in the new school. Most of it has been built with public 
money (around £24million). As a School we are excited about this investment in 
the education of our boys but at the same time, realise that it is a privilege and 

we should be thankful. 
To mark the occasion, we have joined with Abaana, a local Bangor charity, to 

raise at least £60,000 to fund the construction of a new primary school in Coroom 
Tekwii near Gulu in Northern Uganda, an area which has been torn apart by a 20 

year-long civil war.  
So far, we have raised over £41,000 and would ask for your help this evening to 

move us closer to our target.  

The Concert Band will be performing in Bloomfield Shopping centre on 
Friday 19th December from 2.00 to 4.00pm, during which they will be collecting 

money for this project. 
 

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY 

 

HAVE A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A PEACEFUL AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 
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THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT ARCHIVE 

GOOD CAUSES 

FUNDS RAISED BY MUSICIANS FOR CHARITIES 

Much effort has been made to make this section as complete and accurate . 
Apologies for omissions and errors.  

Tell me about them and amendments will be made. 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

£25 collected Christmas 1970 & 1971 was more than a new teacher’s weekly salary;  
the good cause affects the generosity of contributions; 

by June 2001 more than £12,500 had been collected for good causes; 
by June 2011 good causes had benefitted by more than another £29,000; 

these amounts are a credit to every BGS pupil who helped in any way. 
Ian Hunter 

January, 2015 
 

“Speak to us of Giving."  

And he answered: 

“It is when you give of yourself that you truly give .... 

There are those who give with joy and that joy is their reward ....  

Therefore give now, that the season of giving may be yours and not your inheritors ....” 

THE PROPHET 
 Kahlil Gibran 
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YEAR SERVICES CAROLLING CONCERT CAUSE 

70-71 £25.00     National Society for Mentally Handicapped Children 

      £110.00+ School Extension Fund. 

71-72 

  £25.00+   Glencraig Curative School 

£31.00     National Society for Mentally Handicapped Children 

    £72.00 School Extension Fund 

72-73 £25.00     Glencraig Curative School 

73-74 £30.00     Glencraig Curative School 

74-75       Glencraig Curative School 

75-76 £85.00     Glencraig Curative & Clifton Special Care School. 

76-77       Glencraig Curative & Clifton Special Care School. 

77-78       Glencraig Curative & Clifton Special Care School. 

?????       ???NSPCC & “Save the Children Fund”.??? 

78-79 £190.00     Glencraig Curative & Clifton Special Care School. 

79-80       Blue Peter Kampuchea Relief Fund 

80-81 £160.00     Renal Unit, Belfast City Hospital 

81-82 £212.70     BBC ‘Children in Need’ Appeal 

82-83       Cancer Research 

83-84 £217.50     Multiple Sclerosis Action 

84-85 £360.00     African Famine Relief 

85-86       Children’s Cardiac Fund (Royal Belfast Hospial for Sick 
Children) 

86-87 £263.42     Bangor  Parish Church  Restoration Appeal Fund 

87-88 £531.55     Leukaemia Research  

88-89 £355.00     YMCA 

89-90       North Down Cystic Fibrosis Branch 

90-91         

91-92 
  £165.00   Beaconfield Marie Curie Centre, Belfast. 

      Salvation Army Christmas Lunches For The Needy 

92-93       Tear Fund Water Project in Underdeveloped Countries 

93-94       Northern Ireland Hospice, Somerton Road, Belfast 

94-95 
£511.66     Cancer Research 

  £109.82   Cancer Research 

95-96 
  £3,000.00   Cancer Research 

      UNICEF, Northern Ireland Region 

96-97         

97-98 
  £2,020.00   Marie Curie Cancer Care Foundation 

£776.00     ‘Mencap’ & the Northern Ireland Hospice 

98-99 
£769.14     UNICEF 

  £1,767.37   Cancer Research 

99-00         

00-01   £1,000.00+   Cancer Research 

01-02   £2,200.00   Ulster Cancer Foundation 

02-03   £1,500.00   Royal Hospital Liver Support Group 
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03-04   £2,250.00   Marie Curie Cancer Care 

04-05   £1,500.00   Royal Hospital Liver Support Group 

  £1,800.00+     Ruari Rehabilitation Centre, Kenya 

05-06 £2,500.00+     Pakistan earthquake 

    £1,173.38   Northern Ireland Children’s Hospice 

06-07 £3,500.00   Abaana School, Uganda 

07-08 £5,000.00+   
Macmillan Cancer & Myasthenia Gravis Association & Habitat 
for Humanity 

08-09 £4,000.00   
Myasthenia Gravis Association, Ruari Rehabilitation Centre, 
Kenya & iThemba 

09-10 £3,460.00   Tear Fund’s Making Life Flow programme 

10-11 Cancelled, 
£399.00    Charity 

  bad weather 

11-12       

12-13       

13-14       

14-15       Bangor Grammar’s Africa Project 
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BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL  

THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT ARCHIVE 

CONCERTS  

 

 

On Pleasure 

“Then a hermit, who visited the city once a year, came forth and said,  

‘Speak to us of Pleasure.’ 

And he answered, saying:  

‘Pleasure is a freedom song,  

But it is not freedom.  

But tell me, who is he that can offend the spirit?  

Shall the nightingale offend the stillness of the night, or the firefly the stars?  

And shall your flame or your smoke burden the wind?  

Think you the spirit is a still pool which you can trouble with a staff?  

Oftentimes in denying yourself pleasure you do but store the desire in the recesses of your 

being.  

Who knows but that which seems omitted today, waits for tomorrow?  

Even your body knows its heritage and its rightful need and will not be deceived.  

And your body is the harp of your soul,  

And it is yours to bring forth sweet music from it or confused sounds’.”   

THE PROPHET 
 Kahlil Gibran 
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BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL  

THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT ARCHIVE 

CONCERT PROGRAMMES FROM 1969 

 

APOLOGIES 

Inevitably there will be errors in this archive. Please forgive them and, more importantly, 

please tell us about them and they’ll be corrected as soon as possible. 

APPPEAL 

If you have one or more of the missing programmes it would be great to include them  and 

help complete this record of some of the music-making in BGS.  

 

Either contact me at 

https://www.facebook.com/ian.hunter.9026040 

or via 

BGS Musicians; 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=BGS%20musicians 

BGS Concert Band; 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/123347627828/ 

or, in my absence, contact 

Bangor Grammarians 

https://www.facebook.com/bangorgrammarians/?fref=ts 

 

Ian Hunter 
January 2015 

  

https://www.facebook.com/ian.hunter.9026040
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=BGS%20musicians
https://www.facebook.com/groups/123347627828/
https://www.facebook.com/bangorgrammarians/?fref=ts
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CONTENTS 

 YEAR DATE PAGE 

 Index  704 

 Acknowledgements, Apologies and Appeal 706 

  1 1969-1970 Tuesday, 28th April, 1970 707 

  2 1970-1971 Wednesday, 31st March & Thursday, 1st April, 1971 711 

  3 1971-1972 Monday, 20th & Tuesday 21st March, 1972 715 

  4 1972-1973 Monday, 9th & Tuesday 10th April, 1973 718 

  5 1973-1974   

  6 1974-1975 Monday 21st & Tuesday 22nd April, 1975 722 

  7 1975-1976 Monday 10th & Tuesday 11th May, 1976 728 

  8 1976-1977 Monday 9th & Tuesday 10th May, 1977 732 

  9 1977-1978 Monday 15th & Tuesday 16th May, 1978 734 

10 1978-1979 No concert  

11 1979-1980 Monday 12th & Tuesday 13th May, 1980 736 

12 1980-1981   

Wednesday 24th June ‘81 The Choral Scholars of King’s College, Cambridge 738 

13 1981-1982 Tuesday 25th May, 1982 740 

14 1982-1983 May, 1983 743 

15 1983-1984   

16 1984-1985   

17 1985-1986   

18 1986-1987   

19 1987-1988   

20 1988-1989    

21 1989-1990   

22 1990-1991  746 

'Christmas Music at Bangor Grammar School' cassette released 

   Tuesday, 7th May, 1991 746  

Thursday, 27th June ’91  The Choral Scholars of St John’s College, Cambridge  

23 1991-1992 Tuesday, 23rd June, 1992,  756 

   The Donaghadee Male Voice Choir with BGS Concert Band  

24 1992-1993 Tuesday, 22nd June, 1993 757 

25 1993-1994 The Ulster Brass Ensemble All-Day Workshop 758 

    School Concert – afternoon : Public Concert - evening 

   Tuesday, 28th June, 1994  

26 1994-1995 Tuesday, 27th June, 1995 762 

27 1995-1996 Tuesday, 25th June, 1996 763 
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28 1996-1997  766 

 College Choir, Magdeburg, Germany with BGS Wind and Brass Ensembles 

   Tuesday, 24th June, 1997  

29 1997-1998 BGS Concert Band, Main Entrance Hall, Stormont Buildings,  

   Civil Service Carol Service 

Friday, 27th March ’98 Carlo Curley, International Organist and BGS Concert Band 769 

   25 Things You Didn’t Know About Carlo Curley 770 

   Tuesday, 23rd June, 1998 772 

30 1998-1999 No concert  

 The Band of the Royal Air Force   

31 1999-2000 Tuesday, 11th April, 2000 774 

32 2000-2001 Tuesday, 3rd April, 2001 776 

33 2001-2002 

‘The Christmas Album’ CD, BGS Concert Band, released 

Concert, ‘Archie’s Magic Fergus’  

34 2002-2003 Tuesday, 8th April, 2003 778 

 Daytime Concert, Paul Eschelby (flugel horn), BGS pupils, Ulster Brass Quintet. 

35 2003-2004 Tuesday, 30th March, 2004 780 

 Royal Irish Reigment, one-day workshop with BGS Concert Band. 

36 2004-2005 Thursday,10th March, 2005 783 

 Stormont Thursday, 21st April, 2005 785 

37 2005-2006 Thursday, 23rd March, 2006, programme missing 787 

38 2006-2007  788    

39 2007-2008 Thursday, 13th March, 2008 790  

40 2008-2009 Tuesday, 19th March, 2009 794 

41 2009-2010 Thursday, 18th March, 2010 797 

42 2010-2011 Thursday, 31st March, 2011 800  
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1969-1970 
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1970-1971 
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1971-1972 
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1972-1973 
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1974-1975 
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1975-1976 
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1976-1977 
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1977-1978 
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1979-1980 
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 1980-1981 
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1981-1982 

continued 
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1982-1983 
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1990-1991 
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1991-1992 
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1992-1993 
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1993-1994 
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1994-1995 
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1995-1996 

BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

   

MID-SUMMER MUSIC 8 pm TUESDAY 25th JUNE 1996 

 

PART ONE 

THE SCHOOL SONG 

ORCHESTRA  Peacherine Rag 

  Down by the Riverside  

A-LEVEL COMPOSITION Christopher Gray, Form M6 

   

WIND ENSEMBLE Four Movements from 'Suite for Seven' 

   

CLARINET SOLO  Jonathan Watts, Form 3 

   

GRYPHON CONSORT  Magnificat 

 Nunc Dimittis 

  Blessed be the God and Father 

   

BRASS ENSEMBLE  Drink To Me Only 

  Washington Post March 

   

FORM 3 COMPOSITIONS  Paul Wilson  

 Nathan Pope & Christopher Smallwoods 

 Alan Lynn   

GRYPHON CONSORT  Try To Remember 

  When I'm Sixty-Four 

 INTERVAL  

 (15 Minutes)  
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PART TWO 

   

ORCHESTRA  John B Rock 

  Sailing 

TRUMPET SOLO Gavin Best, Form L6 

   

WIND ENSEMBLE  Sarabande 

  Folk Tune  

VIOLIN SOLO David Gherardi, Form 5 

   

BRASS ENSEMBLE  My Old Man 

   

CLARINET ENSEMBLE  Moon River 

  Take Five  

ORCHESTRA  Swing Low Sweet Chariot 

   

FORM 4 COMPOSITION Tim Harbinson  

   

EUPHONIUM SOLO Ciaran Young, Form 2 

   

RECORDER CONSORT  Beguine 

  Simple Samba  

FRENCH HORN SOLO Jon McKinley, Form 1 

   

RECORDER CONSORT  Fiesta 

   

ORGAN SOLO Christopher Gray, Form M6 

   

ORCHESTRA  Just A Closer Walk 

  Oh When The Saints  

 THE NATIONAL ANTHEM  
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1996-1997 

BANGOR  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 

     

MID-SUMMER  MUSIC  8 pm TUESDAY 24 JUNE 1997  

 PART  ONE   

 THE  SCHOOL  SONG  

   

ORCHESTRA  Theme from 'Jupiter' 

  Basin Street Blues 

CLARINET SOLO Robbie Reid, 1  

   

TRUMPET SOLO Andrew McAvoy, 1  

   

WIND  ENSEMBLE  Scherzo and Trio 

   

VIOLIN SOLO Graham Smyth, 3  

   

MIDDLE SIXTH ENSEMBLE  Just a Closer Walk 

   

BASSOON SOLO Gavin Browne, 2  

   

GRYPHON  CONSORT  Le Cantique de Jean Racine 

  Deliver Me O Lord 

  O Lord Support Us 

   

BRASS  ENSEMBLE  Fanfare for the Common Man 

  Sonata Pian E'Forte 

CLARINET SOLO James Irwin, L6  

   

GRYPHON  CONSORT  The Willow Song 

  O Mistress Mine 

  Hear My Prayer 
 INTERVAL  

 (15 Minutes)  
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PART  TWO 

   

ORCHESTRA  The Lincolnshire Poacher 

  Theme from 'The Thornbirds' 

   

FORM ONE CHOIR  Hey Jude 

  Bridge Over Troubled Water 

  59th Bridge Street Song 

SAXOPHONE TRIO Nicholas Arnold, 3;   

 Richard Gray, 4 and Michael Humphrey, 2 

   

HORN DUET Sam Johnston, 1 and Richard McMaster, 3 

   

TRUMPET  SOLO Andrew Kitchen, 1  

   

WIND  ENSEMBLE  Blue Tango 

  Theme from 'The Muppets' 

   

BRASS  ENSEMBLE  Pastime with Good Company 

 Ciaran Young, 3 The Londonderry Air 

   

CHOIR  Opening Mvt 'Gloria' 

  Jesu Joy of man's Desiring 

  Psalm 23 

TRUMPET SOLO Jeremy Parker, L6  

   

CHOIR  The Streets of London 

  Tears in Heaven 

   

ORCHESTRA  Theme from 'Coronation Street' 

  My Grandfather's Clock 

   

 THE  NATIONAL  ANTHEM 
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1997-1998 
The Clarke Hall, BGS, 8pm Friday 27th March, 1998 
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TWENTY-FIVE THINGS YOU MIGHT NOT KNOW ABOUT CARLO CURLEY 

1   Born: North Carolina, USA, August 24, 1952, (Virgo). 

2   Height: 6ft 4ins: Weight 20 stones: Known as the 'Gentle Giant'. 

3   Began musical career by playing piano at the age of four. 

4   Decided he was going to play the pipe organ at the age of six. 

5   Music teachers have included America's Dr Virgil Fox and one of Britain's foremost 

organists, the late Sir George Thalben-Ball. 

6   At sixteen he began to give professional recitals while Organist/Choirmaster at a large 

church in Atlanta, Georgia. 

7   By the time he was eighteen he had made his European debut. 

8 He is one of a small group of artists who give concerts on the classical organ 

unsupported by a teaching or church position. 

9   He currently averages 97 concerts per year worldwide, some years have topped 1301. 

10 He has played at most of the major venues in Britain - including the Royal Albert Hall, 

Royal Festival Hall, St Paul's Cathedral, Glasgow Cathedral, St David's Hall, Cardiff, and 

Canterbury Cathedral, to name but a few. 

11 He made history by giving the first ever organ concert in the White House - at the direct 

invitation of the President. 

12 He has performed on many of the great pipe organs of Europe - including the gigantic 

instrument at St Eustache, Paris, where he has recorded a magnificent all-Bach album. 

13 He cites the organ of Westminster Cathedral as perhaps the finest in Britain. Designed 

by Marcel Dupré, it was built by the famed Henry Willis 111 and restored by Harrison & 

Harrison of Durham. 

14 He has a personal collection of 8,000 records - by no means all of them featuring 

classical organ music. Among his popular English favourites is Peter Skellern and he's 

also partial to opera. 

15 His mission in life is to establish the organ at the forefront of musical instruments. 

16 He has starred in TV shows in Japan, Canada, America, Australia and all over Europe. 

17 In Britain he's starred in his own TV special, featured in Omnibus, made guest spots on 

Wogan and Going Live, and been castaway on radio's prestigious Desert Island Discs. 

18 He now records exclusively for Decca lnternational; his first recordings under this 

agreement having been made on the massive Ernest Skinner pipe organ in the Chapel of 

Girard College, Philadelphia (USA). Carlo was just eighteen when, as 

Organist/Choirmaster at the College, he instigated and supervised restoration of this 
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mighty 102 stop instrument, which his teacher Virgil Fox described as the most glorious 

romantic organ in North America. 

19 Other recordings include an all-English album, Organ Imperial, featuring the 

fourmanual Harrison and Harrison organ in the Church of St Mary Redcliffe, Bristol, 

England and Amazing Grace, made with the Grand Rapids (USA) Chamber Choir. 

20 He is the only organist in the world fortunate enough to have at his disposal a massive 

3- manual (and pedal), 85-stop portable touring organ. This enables Carlo to accept 

recitals and concerts in venues where no suitable pipe-organ is available.  He also has a 

smaller instrument for smaller locations. 

21 Carlo's large touring organ has 100 speakers in 32 cabinet enclosures; over 2,000 

watts of audio power and weighs over 2 tons. It produces the sound of a giant cathedral 

organ, via two banks of sophisticated digital computers. It is blessed with a console akin to 

the flight deck of Concorde! 

22 He is renowned for his personal contact with his audiences - always making a point of 

meeting them after every performance. 

23 Carlo Curley enjoys reading, trains, superb food and wine and involving himself in 

organ design and construction. His design and consultancy commissions include a 

growing number throughout Europe, America, Japan and Australia. 

24 Nicknamed the Pavarotti of the Organ, he was a Vice-President of National Learn the 

Organ Year (1990). 

25 Carlo Curley is reputed to have the most flamboyant signature in classical music. 

Recording of this concert, in whole or in part, is strictly prohibited, as is the taking of 

photographs during the performance. 

Your are invited to visit Carlo Curley's Internet Home Page World Wide Web site which 

provides information concerning his forthcoming engagements here and abroad as well as 

many details about his career. There is a facility provided on this site whereby visitors may 

send a personal message to Carlo: The address follows: http://www.carlo.com  

 
Carlo Curley welcomes invitations for him to perform from all venues, large and small.  

Please direct enquiries to his sole world-wide representatives at 

PVA Management Limited, Hallow Park, Worcester, WR2 6PG, UK. 

Tel: 01905 640663  Fax: 01905 641842 

 
Ed  Carlo Curley died on 11th August, 2012, aged 59. 
 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/9483336/Carlo-Curley.html 

  

http://www.carlo.com/


774 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

BANGOR  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 
 

MIDSUMMER MUSIC  8 pm TUESDAY 23 JUNE 1998 
 

 PART ONE  
    

 THE SCHOOL SONG  
 

Comgall noster, Columbanus, (Our own Comgall and Columbanus, 
Sanctus noster Gall Britannos Our own St Gall made the Britons 
Effecere Christianos. Christian. 
Floreat Bangoria - May Bangor flourish -  
Deo laus et gloria. To God be the praise and glory. 
 

Sana mens in corpore sano Here let a sound mind and a sound body 
Hic quaeratur, et humano Be sought and  
Quisque sit discipulus Let every pupil be of a civilised spirit. 
Animo.  Ne pavidus Let him go out without fear 
Exeat, labaraturus, To work 
Inter pares, oraturus, Among his fellows. 
Oraturus, To pray,  
Fidem quolibet laturus. To carry his faith with him everywhere.) 

Words:  Elsie Patton  Music:  Ernest Emery 
 
ORCHESTRA  The Bare Necessities 
  Basin Street Blues 
  

BASSOON SOLO Matthew Williams, 4  
 
CONCERT BAND  Music of the Beatles 
   
A-LEVEL COMPOSITION Ryan McAnlis, U6  
 
SAXOPHONE SOLO Michael Humphrey, 3  
 
CONCERT BAND  76 Trombones 
 Trombone Solo - Paul Wilson Blue Moon 
 
FLUTE SOLO Hill Gaston, 2  
 
EUPHONIUM SOLO Andrew McCausland, 1  
     
GRYPHON CONSORT  Kyrie 
  Open Thou Mine Eyes 
  Methinks I Hear the Full Celestial Choir 
  Soloist: Patrick Crothers, 1977-84 
 
BRASS QUARTET  
 Stuart Costley, L6 and Christopher Sloan, L6 (trumpet),   
 Keith Devon, 5 and Paul Wilson, 5 (trombone)  
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GRYPHON CONSORT  God So Loved The World 
  Rejoice in the Lord Alway 
 
CONCERT BAND Queen in Concert 

    
 INTERVAL  

 (15 Minutes) 

 Refreshments in the Canteen  
   
 -------oooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooo------- 
   
 PART TWO 
 

ORCHESTRA  Ob-la-di 
  A Whiter Shade of Pale 
 
 
TROMBONE SOLO Charles Bleakley, U6  
   
 
FORM ONE CHOIR  I Just Can't Wait To Be King 
  Can You Feel the Love Tonight 
  Blue Suede Shoes 
 
A-LEVEL COMPOSITION Gareth Gilkeson, U6  
 
OBOE TRIO Barkley Bellinger, L6;  Andrew Hawkins, 4   
 and Philip Vance, 2  
 
CONCERT BAND  South Pacific Medley 
 
CHOIR  Every Breath You Take 
  The Bold Gendarmes 
 
TRUMPET SOLO Jeremy Parker, U6  
 
CHOIR  A Gaelic Blessing 
  I'm Into Something Good 
 
ORCHESTRA  Theme from 'Match Of The Day' 
  Just A Closer Walk 
   

 THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 
 

 

-------oooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooo------- 
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1999-2000 
                                                                          

SPRING CONCERT 

7:45 pm, Tuesday 

11th April, 2000 
 

 

BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 

 

PART ONE 

THE SCHOOL SONG 

 Comgall noster, Columbanus, (Our own Comgall and Columbanus, 

 Sanctus noster Gall Britannos Our own St Gall made the Britons 

 Effecere Christianos. Christian. 

 Floreat Bangoria - May Bangor flourish -  

 Deo laus et gloria. To God be the praise and glory. 

 

 Sana mens in corpore sano Here let a sound mind and a sound body 

 Hic quaeratur, et humano Be sought and  

 Quisque sit discipulus Let every pupil be of a civilised spirit. 

 Animo.  Ne pavidus Let him go out without fear 

 Exeat, labaraturus, To work 

 Inter pares, oraturus, Among his fellows. 

 Oraturus, To pray,  
 Fidem quolibet laturus. To carry his faith with him everywhere.) 

 Words:  Elsie Patton  Music:  Ernest Emery 
 

CONCERT BAND Big Spender Cy Coleman 
  Moonlight Serenade Glen Miller 
  

SOLO Richard McMaster, L6  
 

ENSEMBLE Minuet and Badinerie J S Bach 
  (Orchestral Suite No 2 in B Minor) 
 

EXCERPTS from  ‘Joseph And The Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat’ Rice/Lloyd Weber   
 

BRASS ENSEMBLE Frère Jacques arr John Iveson  
 

SCHOOL CHOIR Tears In Heaven Eric Clapton  
  Get Around The Beach Boys 
 

SOLO Stephen Macartney, 5  
 

SCHOOL CHOIR Lift The Wings Bill Whelan 

  Down By The Riverside anon 
     

CONCERT BAND Blue Moon Richard Rodgers 
  Soloist - Keith Devon, U6 
  Phil The Fluter Percy French 
    

INTERVAL 
(10 Minutes) 

  -------oooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooo------- 
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PART TWO 

 

CONCERT BAND Linden Lea Ralph Vaughan Williams 

  Bugler’s Holiday Leroy Anderson 

 
 

SOLO Nathan Pope, U6  
   

 
JUNIOR ORCHESTRA Danserye Tylman Susato 

   
 

FORM ONE You’ve Got A Friend In Me from ‘Toy Story’ 
 

WIND ENSEMBLE Suite for Seven  Ronald Hanmer 
  Seven On Parade   :   Song For Seven   :   Three Plus Four   :   Finale For Seven 
 

FORM ONE My Girl Madness 
  Writing To Reach You Travis 

 

CONCERT BAND As Time Goes By Herman Hupveld 
  The Stripper David Rose 
 
  

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 
 

-------oooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooo------- 

 
INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 1999/2000 

  
 Mr Stephen Barnett, GRNCM  Miss Gillian McCutcheon, MMus, LRAM 
 Mrs Heather Browne, BMus, PGCE  Mr Brian Overton 
 Mr Richard Douglas, ATCL  Mr Stephen Pickett, BMus, ARCM 
 Mr Gareth Gilkeson   Mrs Gill Pickett, CertEd 
 Mr Ian Livingstone  Mr John Savage 
 Mrs Heather Marsden, GRNCM  Mrs Jean Savage, LTCL 
   Mr Martin Wall, LTCL 
  

 
TEACHING STAFF 1999/2000 

Mr Jonathan Rea, MA, PGCE, LTCL 

Mr Ian A F Hunter, BA, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 
(Director of Music) 

 

HEADMASTER 

N D Argent, Esq, BA, PhD 

 

-------oooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooo------- 
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2000-2001 

                                                                          

SPRING CONCERT 

7:30 pm, Tuesday 

3rd April, 2001 
 

 

BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 

The Concert Band Raised £1,580.00 for ‘Action Cancer’ by Playing Christmas Music 
in Bloomfield Shopping Centre Last December 

 

A Cheque for this Amount will be Presented to Mrs R Blanc, Secretary 
‘Action Cancer’ Bangor, during Tonight’s Concert 

-------oooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooo------- 

PROGRAMME 
 

CONCERT BAND Overture:  The Yeomen of the Guard Arthur Sullivan arr W J Duthoit 

 Moonlight Serenade Glen Miller arr Willy Hautvast 

 Phil The Fluter Percy French arr Michael Brand 

SOLO Stephen Robinson 

SOLO Owen Loftus 

CONCERT BAND Calling All Workers Eric Coates 

 What A Wonderful World Weiss & Douglas arr Frank Bernaerts 

 South Pacific Richard Rodgers arr Philip J Lang 

WIND TRIO Andrew Hawkins, Philip Vance, Matthew Williams 

SOLO Sam Johnston 

CONCERT BAND Queen in Concert arr Jay HermaBocook 

WIND ENSEMBLE Folk Tune  Percy Whitlock 

CONCERT BAND Bugler's HolidayLeroy Anderson trans Michael Edwards 

FLUTE QUARTET Andrew Bennett, Russell Brown,  
 Hill Gaston & Gareth Proctor Gabriel Fauré 

CONCERT BAND The Dambusters March Eric Coates 

 Linden LeaRalph Vaughan Williams arr John W Stout 

 High Society Cole Porter arr W J Duthoit 

SOLO Chris McLaughlin & Players 

CONCERT BAND Fantasia on British Sea Songs Henry J Wood arr W J Duthoit 

 As Time Goes By Herman Hupveld arr Willy Hautvast 

 Music of the Beatles arr Michael Sweeney 

-------oooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooo------- 

After The Concert You Are Invited To The Canteen For Light Refreshments 

-------oooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooo------- 
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BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL CONCERT BAND 2000/2001 

Andrew Bailie Jonathan Hegan Christopher McLaughlin 

Patrick Baird Matthew Higginbotham Paul O'Brien 

Andrew Bennett Michael Humphrey Stephen O'Hara 

Jason Blanc Matthew Irwin David Patterson 

Edward Boal Andrew Jackson Gareth Proctor 

Russell Brown Patrick Jamison Stephen Rea 

Gavin Browne Mark Johnston Robbie Reid 

Ian Browne Sam Johnston David Robinson 

Lee Canning Stephen Johnston Adam Smyth 

Andrew Cowan Thomas Kane Andrew Spratt 

David Coyle Andrew Kitchen David Stewart 

Ben Dawson Jonathan Legg Philip Vance 

Peter Donaldson Owen Loftus Michael Walters 

Philip Dunne David Mailey Neil Watson 

Peter Faull Andrew McAvoy Michael Watts 

James Ferguson Andrew McCausland Jonathan Williams 

Michael Fusco Jonathan McDowell Matthew Williams 

Hill Gaston Chris McEvoy Matthew Wilson 

Jonathan Gibson Peter McGookin Glenn Woodward 

Philip Hagen Colin McIlhagga Ben Worthington 

Andrew Hawkins Jon McKinley Ciaran Young 

INSTRUMENTALTUTORS 2000-2001 

Mr Stephen Barnett, GRNCM Mr Brian Overton 
Mr Richard Douglas, ATCL Mr Stephen Pickett, BMus, ARCM 
Mr Gareth Gilkeson  Mrs Gill Pickett, CertEd 
Mr Ian Livingstone Mr John Savage 
Mrs Heather Marsden, GRNCM Mrs Jean Savage, LTCL 
Miss Gillian McCutcheon, MMus, LRAM Mr Martin Wall, LTCL 

TEACHING STAFF 2000/2001 

Mr Jonathan Rea, MA, PGCE, LTCL 

Mr Ian A F Hunter, BA, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 
(Director of Music) 

 

HEADMASTER 

N D Argent, Esq, BA, PhD 
-------oooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooo------- 
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2002-2003 

                                                                          

SPRING CONCERT 

7:30 pm, Tuesday 

8th April, 2003 
 

 

BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 

 THE SCHOOL SONG 

 Comgall noster, Columbanus,  (Our own Comgall and Columbanus, 

 Sanctus noster Gall Britannos  Our own St Gall made the Britons 

 Effecere Christianos.  Christian. 

 Floreat Bangoria -  May Bangor flourish -  

 Deo laus et gloria.  To God be the praise and glory. 

 

 Sana mens in corpore sano  Here let a sound mind and a sound body 

 Hic quaeratur, et humano  Be sought and  

 Quisque sit discipulus  Let every pupil be of a civilised spirit. 

 Animo.  Ne pavidus  Let him go out without fear 

 Exeat, labaraturus,  To work 

 Inter pares, oraturus,  Among his fellows. 

 Oraturus,  To pray,  
 Fidem quolibet laturus.  To carry his faith with him everywhere.) 

 Words:  Elsie Patton Music:  Ernest Emery 
 
CONCERT BAND In the Hall of the Mountain King Grieg 
   

ANDREW KITCHEN (trumpet) Carnival of Venice Arban 
 

GCSE ENSEMBLE  Tears Reinhardt/Grappelli  
 

ANDREW COWAN & HILL GASTON (flutes)Sicilienne Fauré 
   

BRASS ENSEMBLE  Sonata Pian e Forte Gabriele 
   

STRING GROUP March from Scipio Handel 

  The Prince of Denmark’s March Clarke 
 

PHILIP VANCE (oboe) 2nd movement from Oboe Sonata Saint-Saens 
 

JUNIOR ORCHESTRA Sarabande Handel arr Cannon 

  Tiger Rag Original Dixieland Jazz Band arr Kenny 
    

6 SENIOR TRUMPETERS Six Trumpet Rondo Rea 
    

RICHARD GRAHAM (guitar) An Improvisation Graham/Livingstone 
   

CONCERT BAND A selection of Music from Lord of the Rings Shore 
  

SCHOOL CHOIR Brother James’Air Bain arr Bullard  
  Adiemus from Songs of Sanctuary   Jenkins   
 

CONCERT BAND Nimrod from the Enigma Variations Elgar arr Reed 

 
PRESENTATION to the ROYAL VICTORIA HOSPITAL LIVER SUPPORT GROUP 
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CONCERT BAND Disney at the Oscars arr Moss 

 
JAZZTIME WITH GOOD COMPANY Autumn Leaves  Jazztime 
   
YEAR 8 CHORUS Englishman in New York Sting 
  Don’t Look Back in Anger Oasis 

 
MICHAEL HOWLETTE (guitar) Knives Out Radiohead arr Howlette 

  
CONCERT BAND Moonlight Serenade Miller 

 
YEAR 14 BARBER SHOP Short People Newman arr Langford 

 

A BAND Some Songs Various 
   

 

YOU ARE INVITED TO LIGHT REFRESHMENTS IN THE SCHOOL CANTEEN 

 
INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2002-2003 

Mr Stephen Barnett, GRNCM Miss Gillian McCutcheon, MMus, LRAM 

Mr Richard Douglas, ATCL Mr Brian Overton 

Mrs Janet Gibson Mr John Savage 

Mrs Karen Gordon BMus ATCL  Mr Nigel Snell LTCL 

Mr Richard Hadwen GRNCM  Mr Martin Wall, LTCL 

Mr Ian Livingstone Mr Matthew White 

 

TEACHING STAFF 2002-2003 

Mr Jonathan Rea MA, LTCL 

(Director of Music) 

Miss Deirdre Cannon BMus, LTCL 

 

  HEADMASTER 

Mr S D Connolly MA  

 

Thank you for your support in attending the School Concert. Your presence here is a great 

encouragement to the boys involved, and we hope you will enjoy the evening as much as 

we have enjoyed preparing it for you. 

 

Don’t forget that the Music Department CD – A String of Pearls is available tonight at the 

reduced price of just £8. Hurry while stocks last! 
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2003-2004 
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THE SCHOOL SONG 

 Comgall noster, Columbanus, (Our own Comgall and Columbanus, 
 Sanctus noster Gall Britannos Our own St Gall made the Britons 
 Effecere Christianos. Christian. 
 Floreat Bangoria - May Bangor flourish -  
 Deo laus et gloria. To God be the praise and glory. 
 
 Sana mens in corpore sano Here let a sound mind and a sound body 
 Hic quaeratur, et humano Be sought and  
 Quisque sit discipulus Let every pupil be of a civilised spirit. 
 Animo.  Ne pavidus Let him go out without fear 
 Exeat, labaraturus, To work 
 Inter pares, oraturus, Among his fellows. 
 Oraturus, To pray,  
 Fidem quolibet laturus. To carry his faith with him everywhere.) 

 Words:  Elsie Patton  Music:  Ernest Emery 
 
CONCERT BAND Pastime With Good Company Henry VIII arr Philip Sparke 

   
ANDREW McCAUSLAND  Rhapsody for Euphonium James Curnow 
(euphonium)  

 
JUNIOR ORCHESTRA  Ode to Joy Beethoven arr Cannon 

  The Great Escape Elmer Bernstein 

  
PHILIP WHYTE (voice) She Charles Aznavour & Herbert Kretzmer 

   
STRING ENSEMBLE Gabriel’s Oboe from The Mission Morconi 

& EDWARD BOAL (oboe) 

   
MICHAEL HOWLETTE (guitar) Bagatelle Walton 

 
CCF BAND Theme from Band of Brothers Michael Kamen arr Cannon 

  Killaloe Robert Martin arr Cannon 

 
RYAN THOMPSON (violin) The Puppet Show Josephine Trott 

     
CONNOR HOUSE BAND 3 Traditional Folk Tunes Traditional arr Rea 

    
GARY BEGGS (percussion) Czardas Monti 

   
CONCERT BAND Theme from Mission: Impossible Lalo Shifrin arr James Vinson 

  
PRESENTATION to MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE 

   

INTERVAL – 15 minutes 
TEA AND COFFEE AVAILABLE IN THE SCHOOL CANTEEN 
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CONCERT BAND Radetsky March Johann Strauss I  
 
MICHAEL WALTERS (trombone) I Got Rhythm  George Gershwin arr Rea  
   
CHOIR Blues Brothers Medley  
  Everybody Needs Somebody Burns/Bundie/Wexler arr Cannon 
  Rawhide Piomkin arr Cannon 
  Jailhouse Rock Leibert/Stoller arr Cannon 

 
BEN DAWSON (trumpet) Misty Errol Garner arr Dawson & Rea 

  
CONCERT BAND Elvis in Concert arr Peter Kleine Schaars 

 
GARETH GARDNER (bagpipes) Medley Trad arr Gardner 

 

CONCERT BAND Highland Cathedral arr Peter Kleine Schaars 

 
THE SIXTH FORM  Mack the Knife Weill arr Steve Sidwell 

  Summer of ’69 Bryan Adams & James Vallance 

  I Could Have Danced All Night Lerner & Lowe 

arr Jamie Cullum & Geoff Gascoyne  

   
Thank you for attending this evening’s concert. Your support of the boys in 

their musical development is greatly appreciated. 

 
INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2003-2004 

 
Mr Stephen Barnett GRNCM Miss Lisa Lynch PGDip, LRAM, ATCL 
Mr Peter Comfort  Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM 
Mr Richard Douglas LTCL CTABRSM Mr Brian Overton 
Mrs Janet Gibson  Mr John Savage 
Mrs Karen Gordon BMus, PGCE, ALCM Miss Laura Sinnerton BMus 
Mr David Howell ATCL Mr Nigel Snell 
Mr Gareth Gilkeson BMus Mr Martin Wall LTCL 
Mr Ian Livingstone  

 
TEACHING STAFF 2003-2004 

Miss Deidre A Cannon BMus, PGCE, LTCL 

Mr Jonathan Rea, MA, PGCE, LTCL   
(Director of Music) 

 

HEADMASTER 

Mr S D Connolly MA 
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2004-2005 

                                                                          

SPRING CONCERT 

7:30 pm, Thursday 

10th March, 2005 

 

 

BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 

THE SCHOOL SONG 

 Comgall noster, Columbanus, (Our own Comgall and Columbanus, 

 Sanctus noster Gall Britannos Our own St Gall made the Britons 

 Effecere Christianos. Christian. 

 Floreat Bangoria - May Bangor flourish -  

 Deo laus et gloria. To God be the praise and glory. 

 

 Sana mens in corpore sano Here let a sound mind and a sound body 

 Hic quaeratur, et humano Be sought and  

 Quisque sit discipulus Let every pupil be of a civilised spirit. 

 Animo.  Ne pavidus Let him go out without fear 

 Exeat, labaraturus, To work 

 Inter pares, oraturus, Among his fellows. 

 Oraturus, To pray,  
 Fidem quolibet laturus. To carry his faith with him everywhere.) 

 Words:  Elsie Patton  Music:  Ernest Emery 
 

CONCERT BAND The Dam Busters Eric Coates 
   

PHILIP DUNNE(oboe) 
and MATTHEW IRWIN (clarinet) The Salley Garden Trad Irish Melody arr Rea 
 

JUNIOR ORCHESTRA  Allegro con brio from Symphony No 5 Ludwig van Beethoven 
     

MICHAEL ADAMSON  (flute) 2nd Movt from Sonata for Flute York Bowen 
   

STRING ENSEMBLE Largo from New World Symphony Antonin Dvorak arr Cannon 

& DAVID DOUGLAS (cor anglais) 
   

CCF BAND Land of my Fathers James James arr Cannon 

  Colonel Bogey Kenneth J Alford arr Cannon 
 

WILLIAM McKEOWN (cello) Dance Christopher Le Fleming 
 

CONCERT BAND  
and LEE CANNING (voice) Stars Boubil and Schonberg arr Barnett 
    

DAVID DOUGLAS (oboe) 2nd movt from Oboe Sonata Camille Saint-Saens 
    

CONCERT BAND Superman John Williams arr Bob Lowden 

INTERVAL 

15 minutes 

  
TEA AND COFFEE AVAILABLE IN THE SCHOOL CANTEEN 
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CONCERT BAND Imagine John Lennon arr Takashi Hoshide 
 
JASON BLANC (euphonium) Largo Al Factotum  - Cavatina Rossini 
   
YEAR 8 Yellow Coldplay 
 
SCHOOL CHOIR Music to Watch Girls By Sid Ramin and Tony Velona 
 
ALAN STEWART (guitar) 
and ALAN’s BAND Tears Django Reinhard 

  
LEE CANNING (voice) Cats in the Cradle Harry Chapin and Sandy Chapin arr Rea 

 
CONCERT BAND 76 Trombones Meredith Wilson arr Lang 

 
GLOW  Lights Beggs/Chambers/Howlette/Scott 

 

CONCERT BAND Mamma Mia ABBA arr Peter Kleine Schaars 

 
THE GENTLEMEN of UPPER SIXTH Get Around Beach Boys arr Rea 
 
SCHOOL CHOIR and 
LUKE CHAMBERS (voice) I still haven’t found what I’m looking for U2 arr Rea  

 
 

Thank you for attending this evening’s concert. 
Your support of the boys in their musical development is greatly appreciated. 

 
INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2004-2005 

Mr Stephen Barnett GRNCM Miss Lisa Lynch PGDip, LRAM, ATCL      
Mrs Olwyn Boyce Mr Ian Livingstone 
Mr Peter Comfort  Miss Gillian McCutceon MMus, LRAM 
Mr Richard Douglas DipMus, LTCL, CT ABRSM Mr Darren Moan 
Mrs Janet Gibson  Mr Brian Overton 
Mrs Karen Gordon BMus, PGCE, ALCM Mr Derek Parkins 
Mr David Howell ATCL Mr John Savage 
Mr Gareth Gilkeson BMus Mr Nigel Snell 
  Mr Martin Wall LTCL 

 
TEACHING STAFF 2004-2005 

Miss Deirdre A Cannon BMus, PGCE, LTCL 

Miss Claire S Evans BEd 

Mr Jonathan Rea, MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL  
(Director of Music) 

 
HEADMASTER 

Mr S D Connolly MA 
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AN EVENING WITH THE 

MUSICIANS OF BANGOR 

GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

 
 

 

THE GREAT HALL 

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS 

STORMONT 

21 April 2005 

 
WELCOME – MRS EILEEN BELL MLA 

 
CONCERT BAND 76 Trombones Meredith Wilson arr Lang 

 
COLIN McILHAGGA (trumpet) Rondino Alan Street 

 
CONCERT BAND Superman John Williams arr Bob Lowden 
 

PATRICK BAIRD (clarinet) and 
MISS DEIRDRE CANNON (clarinet) The Salley Garden Trad Irish Melody arr Rea 

 

CONCERT BAND  
and LEE CANNING (voice) Stars Boubil and Schonberg arr Barnett 

 
JASON BLANC (euphonium) Largo Al Factotum  - Cavatina Rossini 

 
CONCERT BAND Men of Harlech Welsh Warrior Song 
 
DAVID DOUGLAS (oboe) The Little Shepherd Claude Debussy 

 
CONCERT BAND Disney at the Oscars Various arr Moss 

 
MICHAEL ADAMSON  (flute) Annie’s Song John Denver 

   
CONCERT BAND Fantasy of Flight John Williams arr Robert Smith 

 
ALAN STEWART (guitar) & BAND Tears Django Reinhardt 

 
LUKE CHAMBERS (voice) I stil haven’t found what I’m looking for U2 

 

CONCERT BAND Mamma Mia ABBA arr Peter Kleine Schaars 

 

MATTHEW IRWIN (clarinet) Smoke Gets in Your Eyes Jerome Kern 
 
CONCERT BAND Imagine John Lennon arr Takashi Hoshide  
 
GARY BEGGS (percussion) Black and White Rag George Botsford 
 
CONCERT BAND Music of the Beatles Lennon and McCartney arr Sweeney 
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INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2004-2005 
 

Mr Stephen Barnett GRNCM Miss Lisa Lynch PGDip, LRAM, ATCL 
Mrs Olwyn Boyce Mr Ian Livingstone 
Mr Peter Comfort  Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM 
Mr Richard Douglas DipMus, LTCL, CT ABRSM Mr Darren Moan 
Mrs Janet Gibson  Mr Brian Overton 
Mrs Karen Gordon BMus, PGCE, ALCM Mr Derek Parkins 
Mr David Howell ATCL Mr John Savage 
Mr Gareth Gilkeson BMus Mr Nigel Snell 
 Mr Martin Wall LTCL 
 

TEACHING STAFF 2004-2005 

Miss Deirdre A Cannon BMus, PGCE, LTCL 

Miss Claire S Evans BEd 

Mr Jonathan Rea, MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL  
(Director of Music) 

 
HEADMASTER 

Mr S D Connolly MA 
 

The pupils and staff of Bangor Grammar School would like to express their 
gratitude for the invitation to perform at Stormont this evening and for your 

support for the work of Save the Children. 
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2005-2006 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BANGOR GRAMMAR 
SCHOOL 

MUSIC DEPARTMET 

SPRING CONCERT 

Thursday 23 March 2006 @7:30pm in the Clarke Hall 
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2006-2007 

                                                                           

 

SPRING CONCERT 

 

 

BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 

 

 

 

Hi Falutin’ 
 
 
CONCERT BAND Mars from The Planets Gustav Holst (1874-1934) 
   
CHOIR  Cantate Domino Giuseppe Pitoni (1657-1753) 
 
COURTNEY MCMULLAN (flute) Allegro from Sonata in D Op 6 L V Beethoven (1770-1827) 

 
CHOIR  I Waited for the Lord Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
Treble Soloists Mark Gibson, Conor Graham, Conor Patton, Daniel Patton 

 
JONATHAN GORDON  O Star of Eve from Tannhauser Richard Wagner (1813-1883) 
(euphonium)  

 
CONCERT BAND Sheep May Safely Graze from Cantata 208  Johann Sebastian Bach  

(1685-1750) 
 

MICHAEL McCOMB (trumpet) La Paloma Sebastien Yradier (1809-1865) 

 

CHOIR  Psalm 23 Howard Goodall (1958-) 
Treble Soloists Mark Gibson, Conor Graham, Conor Patton, Daniel Patton 

 

GILLIAN McCUTCHEON (clarinet) 3 Fantasiestucke Robert Schumann (1810-1856) 

 
CONCERT BAND Fantasia on an Irish Hymn Tune John O’Reilly (1940-) 

 

WILLIAM McKEOWN (‘cello) Tarantella William Squire (1871-1963) 

 

CHOIR  Agnus Dei from Requiem Gabriel Faure (1845-1924) 

Tenor Soloist Philip Kennedy 
 

PHILIP KENNEDY (tenor) Sea Fever John Ireland (1879-1962) 

 

CONCERT BAND with 
GILLIAN McCUTCHEON (clarinet) Adagio from Concerto in A W A Mozart(1756-1791) 
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THE SCHOOL SONG 

 Comgall noster, Columbanus, (Our own Comgall and Columbanus, 

 Sanctus noster Gall Britannos Our own St Gall made the Britons 

 Effecere Christianos. Christian. 

 Floreat Bangoria - May Bangor flourish -  

 Deo laus et gloria. To God be the praise and glory. 

 

 Sana mens in corpore sano Here let a sound mind and a sound body 

 Hic quaeratur, et humano Be sought and  

 Quisque sit discipulus animo Let every pupil be of a civilised spirit. 

 Ne pavidus exeat Let him go out without fear 

 Labaraturus inter pares To work among his fellows 

 Oraturus, oraturus To pray, 

 Fidem quolibet laturus. To carry his faith with him everywhere.) 
   

 Words:  Elsie Patton  Music:  Ernest Emery 

 
 
 

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2007-08 
 

Mr Stephen Barnett GRNCM Mr David Howell ATCL 
Mrs Olwyn Boyce Mr John Leeming LRAM 
Mr Peter Comfort  Mr Ian Livingstone 
Mr Richard Douglas BA, DipMus, LTCL, CT ABRSM Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM 
Mrs Janet Gibson  Mrs Michelle Fenn BA PGRSAMD 
Mr Gareth Gilkeson BMus Mr Derek Parkins GRNCM 
Mrs Karen Gordon BMus, PGCE, ALCM Mr John Savage 
 Mr Nigel Snell LTCL 

   
 
 

 

TEACHING STAFF 2007-08 
 

Miss Claire S Evans BEd, MA, ATCL, MIAM 

Mr Mark Fenn  BA, (Mus Perf) RSAMD; PGCE 

Mr Jonathan Rea, MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL  
(Director of Music) 

 

 
 
 

HEADMASTER 
 

Mr S D Connolly MA 
 

Thank you for attending this evening’s concert.  
Your support of the boys is appreciated. 
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2007-2008 
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THE SCHOOL SONG 

 Comgall noster, Columbanus, (Our own Comgall and Columbanus, 
 Sanctus noster Gall Britannos Our own St Gall made the Britons 
 Effecere Christianos. Christian. 
 Floreat Bangoria - May Bangor flourish -  
 Deo laus et gloria. To God be the praise and glory. 
 
 Sana mens in corpore sano Here let a sound mind and a sound body 
 Hic quaeratur, et humano Be sought and  
 Quisque sit discipulus animo Let every pupil be of a civilised spirit. 
 Ne pavidus exeat Let him go out without fear 
 Labaraturus inter pares To work among his fellows 
 Oraturus, oraturus To pray, 
 Fidem quolibet laturus. To carry his faith with him everywhere.) 
   

 Words:  Elsie Patton  Music:  Ernest Emery 

 
CONCERT BAND Scheherazade (Suite for Band) Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov 

transcribed by Jim Curnow 

1. The Sea and Sinbad’s Ship 
2. The Story of the Kalendar Prince 
3. The Young Prince and the Young Princess 
4. The Festival at Baghdad 

   
ROSS WHITESIDE (horn) Yesterday John Lennon & Paul McCartney 

 
STRING ENSEMBLE The Water is Wide (O Waly Waly) Trad Folk Song arr Jonathan Rea 

 
CHOIR  And the Glory of the Lord (from Messiah) George Frederich Handel 

  Down to the River to Pray Trad arr Sheldon Curry 

 
GRYPHON JAZZ  Down by the Riverside Traditional arr James Rae 

 
RYAN THOMPSON (violin) Hungarian Dance in G minor Johannes Brahms 

 
JUNIOR ORCHESTRA Jupiter from The Planets   Gustav Holst 

  Samba di Queso   Mark Fenn 

 
TELOSTAR Escape Telostar  

 

CONCERT BAND Music of the Beatles Lennon/McCartney arr Michael Sweeney 
 

 
INTERVAL 
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CONCERT BAND What a Wonderful World Weiss & Douglas arr Frank Bernaerts 

 
JONATHON SIMPSON (‘cello) Waltz from Sleeping Beauty Peter Tchaikovsky 

 
CHOIR  Agnus Dei from Requiem Gabriel Faure (1845-1924) 

Tenor Soloist Philip Kennedy 

 
EDDIE McCOY &  The Salley Garden Trad Irish arr Jonathan Rea 

PATRICK THOMPSON (clarinet) 
 
BILLY GOODING & BAND  Don’t Stop Believin’ Journey 

 

CHOIR  Moondance Van Morrison arr Jonathan Rea 

  Spider Pig Hans Zimmer 

 

ALEX TRIMBLE & BAND  Songs of Love The Divine Comedy 
 
THE GENTLEMEN OF YEAR 14  Portrait Duke Special 

 
CONCERT BAND The Blues Brothers Revue Various arr Jay Bocock 

 

 

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2007-08 
 

Mr Stephen Barnett GRNCM   Mr David Howell ATCL 
Mrs Olwyn Boyce   Mr John Leeming LRAM 
Mr Peter Comfort    Mr Ian Livingstone 
Mr Richard Douglas BA, DipMus, LTCL, CT ABRSM  Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM 
Mrs Janet Gibson    Mrs Michelle Fenn BA PGRSAMD 
Mr Gareth Gilkeson BMus   Mr Derek Parkins GRNCM 
Mrs Karen Gordon BMus, PGCE, ALCM  Mr John Savage 
   Mr Nigel Snell LTCL 

   
 

TEACHING STAFF 2007-08 
 

Miss Claire S Evans BEd, MA, ATCL, MIAM 

Mr Mark Fenn  BA, (Mus Perf) RSAMD; PGCE 

Mr Jonathan Rea, MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL  
(Director of Music) 

 
 

HEADMASTER 
 

Mr S D Connolly MA 
 

Thank you for attending this evening’s concert.  
Your support of the boys is appreciated. 
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2008-2009 

 

BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

presents 

 

Spring 

Concert 

2009 
THE CLARKE HALL 

Thursday 19 March 2009 at 7:30pm 
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THE SCHOOL SONG 

 Comgall noster, Columbanus, (Our own Comgall and Columbanus, 

 Sanctus noster Gall Britannos Our own St Gall made the Britons 

 Effecere Christianos. Christian. 

 Floreat Bangoria - May Bangor flourish -  

 Deo laus et gloria. To God be the praise and glory. 

 

 Sana mens in corpore sano Here let a sound mind and a sound body 

 Hic quaeratur, et humano Be sought and  

 Quisque sit discipulus animo Let every pupil be of a civilised spirit. 

 Ne pavidus exeat Let him go out without fear 

 Labaraturus inter pares To work among his fellows 

 Oraturus, oraturus To pray, 
 Fidem quolibet laturus. To carry his faith with him everywhere.)  

 Words:  Elsie Patton  Music:  Ernest Emery 
 
CONCERT BAND Fantasia on a Theme of Thomas Tallis Ralph Vaughan Williams 

 
ANDREW BRADLEY  Concert in E flat for Trumpet: Allegro J B G Neruda 
(trumpet)  
 
JUNIOR ORCHESTRA Grandfather’s Clock   H C Work arr Hague 

  Yellow Submarine   Lennon/McCartney arr Ramskill 

 
ANDREW POXON Rag Trade Leslie Pearson 
(trombone) 

 
THE WEDNESDAY CLUB  Sunshine of Your Love Clapton/Bruce/Brown 

 
COURTNEY McMULLAN (flute) &  The Minstrel Boy Trad Irish arr Jonathan Rea 

DANIEL WARWICK (clarinet) 
 
CONCERT BAND The Great Escape Elmer Bernstein arr Roland Smeets  
 
JAMES BAILIE I Want To Know Your Plans  Max Bemis 
(vocal & piano) 

 
DAVID GIBSON Prelude in C sharp Minor  Sergei Rachmaninov 
(piano) 

 
CHOIR & Zadok the Priest George Frederich Handel 

CHAMBER ORCHESTRA   

 

INTERVAL 
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CONCERT BAND God Put A Smile Upon Your Face Coldplay  

   arr Mark Ronson/Paul Campbell 

 
PHILIP KENNEDY (tenor) Down By The Salley Gardens Ivor Gurney 

 
IRISH TRADITIONAL GROUP April the 3rd Donal Lunny 

 
WILLIAM McKEOWN  Concerto in C K314: Adagio non Troppo Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
(oboe)  

 
CHOIR  Good Vibrations Brian Wilson & Mike Love arr Ed Lojeski 

  King of Glory, King of Peace Philip Kennedy 

 

THE HEAD BOY & HIS FRIENDS  Use Somebody Kings of Leon 

 

CONCERT BAND Music from Toy Story 2 Randy Newman arr Jay Bocock 

 
THE YEAR 14 CHORAL SOCIETY Dansa Drottning Traditional Swedish 

   

 

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2008-09 
 

Mr Stephen Barnett GRNCM Mr David Howell ATCL 
Mrs Olwyn Boyce Mr John Leeming LRAM 
Mr Peter Comfort  Mr Ian Livingstone 
Mr Richard Douglas BA, DipMus, LTCL, CT ABRSM Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, 
LRAM 
Mrs Janet Gibson  Mrs Michelle Fenn BA PGRSAMD 
Mr Gareth Gilkeson BMus Mr Derek Parkins GRNCM 
Mrs Karen Gordon BMus, PGCE, ALCM Mr John Savage 
 Mr Nigel Snell 

   

 
 
 

TEACHING STAFF 2008-09 
 

Miss Claire S Evans BEd, MA, ATCL, MIAM 

Mr Jonathan Rea, MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL 
(Director of Music) 

 
 

 
HEADMASTER 

 
Mr S D Connolly MA 

 
Thank you for attending this evening’s concert.  

Your support of the boys is appreciated. 
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2009-2010 
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THE SCHOOL SONG 
 

 Comgall noster, Columbanus, (Our own Comgall and Columbanus, 
 Sanctus noster Gall Britannos Our own St Gall made the Britons 
 Effecere Christianos. Christian. 
 Floreat Bangoria - May Bangor flourish -  
 Deo laus et gloria. To God be the praise and glory. 
 
 Sana mens in corpore sano Here let a sound mind and a sound body 
 Hic quaeratur, et humano Be sought and  
 Quisque sit discipulus animo Let every pupil be of a civilised spirit. 
 Ne pavidus exeat Let him go out without fear 
 Labaraturus inter pares To work among his fellows 
 Oraturus, oraturus To pray, 
 Fidem quolibet laturus. To carry his faith with him everywhere.) 
   

 Words:  Elsie Patton Music:  Ernest Emery 

 
CONCERT BAND The Washington Post March J P de Sousa 

 
JACK EDGAR (flute) Largo & Allegro from Sonata in B minor attrib G F Handel 

 
THE YEAR 11 BAND Comfortably Numb   Gilmore/Waters 

 
CONCERT BAND Superman J Williams 

  
STEPHEN GEDDIS  Moderato; Vivace from Bassoon Sonata J Hurlstone 
(bassoon)  

 
STEPHEN DANIELS (vocal and iMac) The Scientist  Coldplay arr Daniels 

& BAND 

 
THE BGS BIG BAND  Tuxedo Junction E Hawkins arr Miller 
(directed by Daniel Watts)  

 
ROSS McCONAGHY (vocal)  I’m Still Alive  R McConaghy arr J Rea 

WITH STRINGS 

 
CHOIR & STRINGS Lift The Wings Bill Whelan arr J Rea 
(featuring flute solo: Thomas Humphreys ) 

 
RYAN THOMPSON (violin)4th Movement from Symphonie Espagnole E Lalo  

 
CHOIR & STRINGS Panis Angelicus C Franck 

 
CHOIR Hello Goodbye Lennon/McCartney 
 
 

INTERVAL 



801 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

 
DRUMMERS The Maintenance Men’s Announcement Matthews/McConaghy  

 
CONCERT BAND Coldplay on Stage Coldplay arr A Brown 

 
TROY POWELL (bass guitar) Barumba T Powell 

& ANDREW BENNETT (guitar) 
 
ALASDAIR WINTER (clarinet) Allegro con fuoco C M von Weber 

  from Grand Duo Concertant 
 
JAMES POLLARD (guitar) & BAND Lenny Stevie Ray Vaughan 

    

DANIEL WATTS (trumpet) Georgia H Carmichael 

 
CONCERT BAND  Feelin’ Good L Searle 

FEATURING PETER EVES (trombone) 
 
THE PIZZICATOS  Don’t Stop Believin’ Journey arr Pizzicatos 

   
YEAR 14 CLASS OF 2010 A Motivational Manifesto Various arr Year 14 Class of 2010 

   

 

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2009-10 
 

Mr Stephen Barnett GRNCM  Mr David Howell ATCL 
Mrs Olwyn Boyce  Mr John Leeming LRAM 
Mr Michael Donaghy   Mr Ian Livingstone 
Mr Richard Douglas BA, DipMus, LTCL, CT ABRSM Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM 
Mrs Janet Gibson   Mrs Michelle Fenn BA PGRSAMD 
Mr Gareth Gilkeson BMus  Mr Derek Parkins GRNCM 
Mrs Karen Gordon BMus, PGCE, ALCM  Mr John Savage 
  Mr Nigel Snell 
   

 

TEACHING STAFF 2009-10 
 

Miss Claire S Evans BEd, MA, ATCL 

Miss Rachael Hamilton BMus, PGCE  

Mr Jonathan Rea, MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL  
(Director of Music) 

 
 

HEADMASTER 
 

Mr S D Connolly MA 
 

Thank you for attending this evening’s concert.  
Your support of the boys is appreciated. 
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2010-2011 

 

BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL  
MUSIC DEPARTMENT  

presents 

T h e 

S p r i n g 

C o n c e r t 
 
 

THE CLARKE HALL 

Thursday 31 March 2011 at 7:30pm 
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THE SCHOOL SONG 

Comgall noster, Columbanus, (Our own Comgall and Columbanus, 
Sanctus noster Gall Britannos Our own St Gall made the Britons Effecere 
Christianos. Christian. 
Floreat Bangoria -  May Bangor flourish - 

Deo laus et gloria. To God be the praise and glory. 

 
Sana mens in corpore sano  Here let a sound mind and a sound body 

Hic quaeratur, et humano  Be sought and 

Quisque sit discipulus animo Let every pupil be of a civilised spirit. Ne 
pavidus exeat Let him go out without fear Labaraturus 
inter pares  To work among his fellows 
Oraturus, oraturus To pray, 

Fidem quolibet laturus. To carry his faith with him everywhere.) 
 

Words:  Elsie Patton Music:  Ernest Emery 

 

CONCERT BAND March from English Folk Song Suite R Vaughan Williams  

 

RORY MAWHINNEY Allegro from Euphonium Sonata E Young 

 

TRAINING ORCHESTRA                           Danserye T Susato 

 

JUNIOR SCHOOL OF ROCK The School of Rock M White & S James Jnr 

 

JORDAN BOYLE (vocal/guitar) Couldn’t Love You More J Martyn 

 

CHOIR For The Beauty Of The Earth J Rutter 

 Tears in Heaven E Clapton arr JR  

 

ADAM STEELE (trumpet)  Prelude from Te Deum M Charpentier  

 

CHOIR Dies Irae from Requiem K Jenkins 

 

DAVID GIBSON (piano)  Allegro from Piano Concerto No 2 in F D Shostakovich 

 

MARK  BYERS with The Sahara Kings Your Eyes M Byers 

 

CONCERT BAND  Pirates of the Caribbean K Badelt arr J Wasson 

 

INTERVAL 



804 

Bangor Grammar School – The Music Department Archive 

 

BGS CHAMBER ORCHESTRA Carnival of the Animals C Saint-Saens 

Soloists:  David Gibson and JR (pianos) with Alex Polkey (reading the poems of Ogden Nash) 

 

MARK GIBSON & BGS BIG BAND Moondance V Morrison 

 

4 FLUTES & A PIANO Cantique de Jean Racine G Faure 

Luke Dornan, Thomas Humphreys, Jonathan Shaw, Jack Edgar 

  

JAMES BAILIE & BAND The Abbey Road Project The Beatles 

 

CONCERT BAND Stevie Wonder Medley S Wonder arr J Wasson 

 

YEAR 14 CLASS OF 2011 Can You Feel The Love Tonight? E John 

 Sweet Caroline N Diamond 

 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 2010-11 
 

 
Mr Stephen Barnett GRNCM  Mr John Leeming LRAM  

Mrs Olwyn  Boyce Mr Ian Livingstone 

Mr Michael Donaghy  Miss Gillian McCutcheon MMus, LRAM  

Mr Richard Douglas BA, DipMus, LTCL, CT ABRSM Mrs Michelle Fenn BA PGRSAMD 

Mrs Janet Gibson Mr Derek Parkins GRNCM  

Mr Gareth Gilkeson BMus Mr Nigel Snell 

Mr David Howell ATCL Mr Wesley Thompson MBA 

 
 

TEACHING STAFF 2010-11 

Miss Claire S Evans BEd, MA, ATCL 

Mr Jonathan Rea MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL 

(Director of Music) 

 

 

HEADMASTER 

Mr S D Connolly MA 

 

Thank you for attending this evening’s concert. 

Your support of the boys is appreciated. 
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BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT ARCHIVE 

 
A-LEVEL, AS-LEVEL, O/A-LEVEL, O-LEVEL GCE, O LEVEL GCE APPRECIATION & GCSE 

 
EXAMINATION RESULTS 1969-2001 

 

 

“On Work 

Then a ploughman said, ‘Speak to us of Work.’ 

And he answered, saying: 

‘And I say that life is indeed darkness save when there is urge,  

And all urge is blind save when there is knowledge,  

And all knowledge is vain save when there is work,  

And all work is empty save when there is love.’” 

 THE PROPHET 
 Kahlil Gibran 
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 YEAR PAGE 
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1971-1973 
 
A LEVEL, O/A LEVEL, O LEVEL GCE, O LEVEL GCE APPRECIATION & GCSE 
 
A Level   Form M6  Unless Otherwise Stated 
O Level   Form 5                              
 

1971        Res 1972 Res 1973               Res 

3xO Level      3xO Level    6xO Level  

    4xO Level App    5xO Level App  

O Level      33% O Level    100% O Level          100% 

(Harry Grindle)       Bill Brodie 1 Andrew Browne 3 

Peter Burrows   8 Peter Burrows 5 Colin Loughead 1 

Michael Henry    3 Andrew Kelly 3 Ronnie Patton 5 

Richard Hogg 7 O Level App  50% Sam Stevenson 2 

1x3 1x7 1x8  Colin Spence 7 David Thomson 3 

  Richard Swanston 9 Michael Thomson 3 

  Stephen Whiteside 6 1x1 1x2 3x3 1x5  

  Paul Wilson 4 O Level App        
80% 

 

    David Humphreys 3 

    Glyn Lawley 5 

    David Morrow 3 

    Billy McCoubrey 4 

    Paul Williams 7 

    2x3 1x4 1x5 1x7   
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1974-1976 
 
A LEVEL, O/A LEVEL, O LEVEL GCE, O LEVEL GCE APPRECIATION & GCSE 
 
A Level   Form M6  Unless Otherwise Stated 
O Level   Form 5                              
 

1974        Res 1975 Res 1976 Res 

 1xA Level   0xA Level   3xA Level  

 9xO Level   8xO Level  17xO Level  

 1xO Level App   2xO Level App  11xO Level App  

A Level     100% O Level   87.5% A Level            100% 

Form Lower 6            Form 5          David Barry B 

Colin Loughead  D David Feherty A Gary Clegg E 

1xD  Michael Johnston C Donald Swain E 

O Level   83.33%  David Mason C 1xB 2xE  

Gary Clegg      5 Simon Mercer C O Level             80% 

Colin Reid 5 Rodney Simpson E Form 5                

Donald Swain 5 Leonard Woods B Glen Kerr D 

Form 4      Form L 6 Lunchtime  John Sheldon U 

Ian McBride 1 John Connolly A Colin Petherick C 

Form 5 Lunchtime  Richard Thompson C Form 4  

David Barry 2 2xA 1xB 4xC 1xE  Neale Agnew           

John Connolly 6 O Level App  100% Stephen Atkinson A 

Richard Thompson 8 Mark Pollock A Paul Bailie C 

Form L 6 Lunchtime  Norman Sterling A Gordon Boal D 

Pat Duignan 1 2xA  John Lee C 

Robert Mayne 4   John MacDonald C 

2x1 1x2 1x4 3x5     Ivan McComb A 

1x6 1x8    David Mills C 

O Level App 100%   William Thompson A 

David Kernohan 2   Arnold Wilson B 

1x2    Lunchtime  

    Jonathan Bayly C 

    Julian Byers U# 

    Toby Cowley C 

    Michael Hunter B 

    3xA 4xB 6xC 2xD 
1xU# 

 

    O Level App     
54.54% 

 

    Form 5  

    Robin Brown B 

    Brian Dunne B 

    Stephen Patton E 

    Terry Shevlin E 

    Martin Tate E 

    Robert Yourston C 

    Form L 6  

    David Feherty D 
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    David Mason C 

    Ian McBride A 

    Simon Mercer D 

    Leonard Woods B 

    1xA 3xB 2xC 2xD 
3xE 
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1977-1979 
 
A LEVEL, O/A LEVEL, O LEVEL GCE, O LEVEL GCE APPRECIATION & GCSE 
 
A Level   Form M6 Unless Otherwise Stated 
O Level   Form 5                              
 

1977        Res 1978        Res 1979               Res 

 2xA Level     5xA Level    4xA Level  

 9xO Level                 2xO Level  10xO Level   

11xO Level App  25xO Level App  10xO level App  

A Level     100% A Level     100% A Level            100% 

Ian McBride C Form M 6                (Ann McMillan)  

Leonard Woods D Colin McQueen C Neale Agnew C 

1xC 1xD  Paul McQueen D Colin Bell D 

O Level      78% Form L 6  Julian Byers C 

Form 5  Stephen Atkinson B John MacDonald D 

Neale Agnew B Ivan McComb B 2xC 2xD  

John MacDonald B William Thompson A O Level             70% 

Form 4  1xA 2xB 1xC 1xD  (Ann McMillan)  

Chris Crawford D O Level      50% Chris Crawford B 

Kieron Crawley B Lunchtime  Keith Hamilton E 

Nigel Malloy B Nigel Ley       U# Michael Ievers B 

Chris Peel B Patrick McCutcheon C David Kent A 

Tony Scarborough U 1xC 1xU#  Mark Mawhinney B 

Colin Warden B O Level App    88% Nigel Maxwell B 

Lunchtime  Form L6                 Alan Ringland E 

Julian Byers C Colin Bell A David Trouton A 

6xB 1xC 1xD 1xU  Julian Byers A Martin Willis D 

O Level App 100% Patrick McCutcheon A Ext Cand  

Form 5  Form 5  Michael Smyth C 

Neale Agnew  A Chris Crawford A 2xA 4xB 1xC 1xD 
2xE 

 

Stephen Atkinson B Kieron Crawley A O Level App       
100% 

 

Paul Bailie B Nigel Ley A Form 4  

Gordon Boal C Michael McDowell B Garth Agnew C 

John Lee B Nigel Malloy A Philip Bennett B 

John MacDonald A Gavin Martin D Andrew Crothers A 

Ivan McComb B Chris Peel A Michael Dawson C 

David Mills B Tony Scarborough C Michael Kerr B 

Alistair McWhirter C Bob Scott C Patrick Leeke B 

William Thompson A Colin Warden B Martin Mansfield A 

Arnold Wilson A George Wilson D Norman McKinty B 

4xA 5xB 2xC  Martin Willis       E# Keith Williams B 

  Form 4  Ext Cand  

  Chris Capper B Michael Smyth B 

  Keith Hamilton C 2xA 5xB 3xC  

  Michael Ievers B   

  David Kent A   
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  Paul Magennis C   

  Mark Mawhinney B   

  Nigel Maxwell B   

  Alan Ringland C   

  David Trouton A   

  Ron Wickens C   

  10xA 6xB 6xC 2xD 
1xE#  
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1980-1982 
 
A LEVEL, O/A LEVEL, O LEVEL GCE, O LEVEL GCE APPRECIATION & GCSE 
 
A Level        Form M 6    Unless Otherwise Stated 
A Level App Form L 6    Unless Otherwise Stated 
Practical   Unless (D) For Dissertation Stated 
O Level        Form 5      Unless Otherwise Stated                           
 

1980        Res 1981           Res 1982              Res  

 2xA Level              2xA 
Level 

 1xA 
Level 

  

 8xO Level  12xO Level   7xA Level App  

15xO Level App  10xO Level App   7xO Level  

A Level       100% A Level       100% 10xO Level App  

(Eve Parkhill)  (Michael Russ)  A Level             0%  

Chris Peel C Michael Ievers B (Elizabeth Bicker)  

Kieron Crawley D David Trouton D Patrick Leeke F 

1xC 1xD  1xB 1xD  1xF  

O Level       100% O Level     83.3'% A Level App       
100% 

 

(Eve Parkhill)  (Michael Russ)  (Michael Russ)  

Philip Bennett B Gordon Best B Peter Farrar B 

Andrew Crothers B Peter Farrar B Brian Irvine B 

Michael Kerr C Michael Hoey C Mark Johnston C 

Patrick Leeke C Brian Irvine B Niel Liggett B 

Martin Mansfield A Mark Johnston B Alan Mills A 

Colin McCartney B Mark Latimer U Russell Moore C 

Norman McKinty C Niel Liggett B Mark O'Hara (D) D 

Keith Williams C Gary McMahon B 1xA 3xB 2xC 1xD  

1xA 3xB 4xC  Thomas McMullan E O Level           85.7% 

O Level App   100% Alan Mills A (Michael Russ)  

Form 4  Russell Moore B Andrew Brennan C 

Gordon Best B Mark O'Hara B Patrick Crothers C 

Ian Carson B 1xA 8xB 1xC 1xE 
1xU 

 Allistair Elliott C 

Michael Donald C O Level App    80% David Fitzsimons B 

Michael Douglas C Form 4  Andrew Frame C 

Peter Farrar B Andrew Brennan B Julian Maxwell B 

Michael Hoey C Patrick Crothers B Richard Rowe E 

Brian Irvine A Allistair Elliott C 2xB 4xC 1xE  

Mark Johnston B Darren Erskine D O Level App        
80% 

 

Mark Latimer C David Fitzsimons B Form 4  

Niel Liggett B Andrew Frame B Colin Adams B 

Gary McMahon A Julian Maxwell A Darren Erskine C 

Thomas McMullan C Chris Morris A Jonathan Gwynne C 

Alan Mills A Rodney Patterson D Stuart Hamilton B 

Russell Moore A Richard Rowe C Paul L'Estrange E 

Mark O'Hara B 2xA 4xB 2xC 2xD  Colin Leeke B 
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4xA 6xB 5xC    Rod Ley B 

    Ian McDowell A 

    Rodney Patterson D 

    Paul Weir C 

    1xA 4xB 3xC 1xD 
1xE  
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1983-1985 
 
A LEVEL, O/A LEVEL, O LEVEL GCE, O LEVEL GCE APPRECIATION & GCSE 
 
A Level        Form M 6    Unless Otherwise Stated 
A Level App    Form L 6    Unless Otherwise Stated 
Practical   Unless (D) For Dissertation Stated 
O Level        Form 5      Unless Otherwise Stated                           
 

1983        Res 1984          Res 1985               Res 

 4xA level    1xA Level                2xA Level  

 3xA Level App   4xA Level App    3xA Level App  

 7xO Level   7xO Level  11xO Level  

 7xO Level App          13xO Level App  12xO Level App  

A Level      100% 15xO/A Level Perf  A Level            50% 

(Michael Russ)  A Level       100% (Marc Rochester)      

Peter Farrar C (Elizabeth Bicker)  Stuart Hamilton     OL 

Brian Irvine E Allistair Elliott E Ian McDowell A 

Alan Mills A (Brian Irvine B)     1xA 1xOL  

Russell Moore E 1xE  A Level App       
100% 

 

1xA 1xC 2xE  A Level App   100% (Marc Rochester)  

A Level App   100% (Elizabeth Bicker)  Form L 6  

(Michael Russ)  Form L 6  Steven Copeland A 

Form L 6  Stuart Hamilton D David Cree C 

Allistair Elliott C Mark Larmour C Graham Ryan C 

Julian Maxwell B Rod Ley D 1xA 2xC  

Andrew Frame (d) E Ian McDowell A O Level         45.45'% 

1xB 1xC 1xE  1xA 1xC 2xD  Geoffrey Adams C 

O Level     71.4% O Level     71.4% Michael Davidson B 

(Michael Russ)  (Elizabeth Bicker)  John Hanna D 

Colin Adams D Peter Burns         U# Paul Hatty C 

Jonathan Gwynne C Steven Copeland A Paul Matthews D 

Stuart Hamilton C David Cree B Clive McDaid E 

Colin Leeke C Brian Hawkins C Philip McDonough D 

Rod Ley B Michael Matear C Gordon Reid B 

Ian McDowell B Ciaran Moore D Gavin Stewart C 

Paul Weir D Graham Ryan B Mark Stringer E 

2xB 3xC 2xD  1xA 2xB 2xC 1xD 
1xU# 

 Michael White        U# 

O Level App   100% O Level App 92.3% 2xB 3xC 3xD 2xE 
1xU# 

 

Peter Burns C Form 4  O Level App       
100% 

 

Steven Copeland A Geoffrey Adams C Form 4  

David Cree C Michael Davidson B Robin Baker B 

Brian Hawkins A John Hanna B Robert Copeland B 

Michael Matear C Paul Hatty B Brian Dale C 

Ciaran Moore A Paul Matthews B Jonathan Dunne B 

Graham Ryan B Richard Murray D Andrew McCausland B 
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3xA 1xB 3xC  Clive McDaid C Paul McCutcheon B 

  Philip McDonough C Michael Parker B 

  Gordon Reid B Keith Roberts B 

  Gavin Stewart B Kieran Shepherd A 

  Mark Stringer B Gavin Watson A 

  Michael White C 2xA 7xB 1xC  

  Bryn Williams C Form 5 Repeats  

  7xB 5xC 1xD  Richard Murray  

      

  O/A Lev Perf 86.6'%   

  (Charles Sellars)    

  Form L 6    

  Stuart Hamilton B   

  Mark Larmour B   

  Rod Ley C   

  Gavin Maxwell D   

  Ian McDowell A   

  Form 5    

  Steven Copeland A   

  David Cree A   

  Brian Hawkins B   

  Graham Ryan B   

  Form 4    

  Geoffrey Adams C   

  Roger Cooke A   

  Michael Davidson B   

  Allen Gildea E   

  Robert Milligan C   

  Gordon Reid C   

  4xA 5xB 4xC 1xD 
1xE  
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1986-1988 
 
A LEVEL, O/A LEVEL, O LEVEL GCE, O LEVEL GCE APPRECIATION & GCSE 
 
A Level       Form M 6    Unless Otherwise Stated 
A Level App    Form L 6    Unless Otherwise Stated 
Practical   Unless (D) For Dissertation Stated 
O Level        Form 5    Unless Otherwise Stated                           
GCSE           Form 5    Unless Otherwise Stated 
 

1986          Res 1987          Res 1988               Res 

 3xA Level               0xA Level                1xA Level  

 6xA Level App   6xA Level App    5xA Level App  

10xO Level   5xO Level    8xGCSE   

 8xO Level App   7xO Level App         13xO/A Level Perf  

11xO/A Level Perf   7xO/A Level Perf  A Level              0% 

A Level     100% A Level App    100% (Michael Russ)  

(Exam Panel)  (Michael Russ)  Keith Roberts U 

Steven Copeland A Gordon Reid B A Level App       
100% 

 

David Cree C Form L 6  (Michael Russ)  

Graham Ryan D Robert Copeland D Form L 6  

1xA 1xC 1xD  Andrew 
McCausland 

E Simon Henry C 

A Level App   100% Paul McCutcheon C Scott Heron B 

(Exam Panel)  Keith Roberts D Christopher 
Kennedy 

B 

Form L 6  Kieran Shepherd B Jonathan Watters B 

Roger Cooke A 2xB 1xC 2xD 1xE  Rory Wilson B 

Michael Davidson B O Level       100% 4xB 1xC  

Allen Gildea B Simon Henry B GCSE             100% 

Gordon Reid D Christopher 
Kennedy 

C (David Thompson)  

Christopher Reilly C Ronnie Murphy C Jonathan 
Buchanan 

C 

Gavin Stewart (D) C Jonathan Watters B Scott Heron A 

1xA 2xB 2xC 1xD  Rory Wilson B Roger Malcomson A 

O Level        90% 3xB 2xC  Roger Mullan C 

(Exam Panel)  O Level App  100% Michael McCord A 

Robin Baker B Form 4  Andrew McLellan A 

Robert Copeland B Jonathan Buchanan C Peter Watson B 

Brian Dale C Roger Malcomson A Jonathan Weir C 

Jonathan Dunne C Roger Mullan C 4xA 1xB 3xC  

Andrew McCausland C Michael McCord A O/A Perf       92.3% 

Paul McCutcheon B Andrew McLellan A Form 5  

Michael Parker D Peter Watson A Darren Martin B 

Keith Roberts C Jonathan Weir B Peter Watson  C 

Kieran Shepherd B 4xA 1xB 2xC  Form 4  

Gavin Watson B O/A Lev Perf 71.4% Nigel Bingham A 

5xB 4xC 1xD             (Charles Sellars)  David Campbell A 
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O Level App  87.5% Form L 6  Form 3  

Form 4  Robert Copeland D Michael Boyd B 

Gordon Burns C Form 5  Mark Claney B 

Mark Haycock B Christopher 
Kennedy 

C Edward Garrett A 

Simon Henry B Form 4  Jonathan Larmour B 

Christopher Kennedy  B Roger Malcomson B Richard McCord B 

David McCloskey U Michael McCord B Roy Nesbitt D 

Ronnie Murphy C Andrew McLellan A Paul Officer C 

Jonathan Watters B Simon Walters A Andrew Walker C 

Rory Wilson A Peter Watson D Jonathan Wray A 

1xA 4xB 2xC 1xU  1xA 3xB 1xC 2xD  4xA 5xB 3xC 1xD  

O/A Lev Perf 81.8%     

(Charles Sellars)      

Form L 6      

Allan Gildea C     

Christopher Reilly C     

Form 5      

Robin Baker B     

Robert Copeland E     

Andrew McCausland C     

Paul McCutcheon B     

Keith Roberts B     

Gavin Watson C     

Form 4      

Simon Henry A     

Christopher Kennedy D     

Rory Wilson A     

2xA 3xB 4xC 1xD 
1xE  
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1989-1991 
 
A LEVEL, A LEVEL APPRECIATION & GCSE 
 
A Level        Form M 6    Unless Otherwise Stated 
A Level App    Form L 6    Unless Otherwise Stated 
Practical   Unless (D) For Dissertation Stated 
GCSE           Form 5    Unless Otherwise Stated 
 

1989        Res 1990       Res 1991               Res 

 1xA Level        1xA Level App    2xA Level  

 7xA Level App  16xGCSE   3xAS Level  

 7xGCSE  A Level App   100% 15xGCSE  

A Level      100% (Elizabeth Bicker)  A Level         100% 

(Marc Rochester)  Form L 6  (Elizabeth Bicker)  

Scott Heron B David Campbell B David Campbell B 

1xB  1xB  Form L 6  

A Level App  100% GCSE          100% Andrew Walker D 

(Panel)  (John Mercer)  1xB 1xD  

Form L 6  Eric Belshaw C AS Level          66% 

Roger Malcomson A Michael Boyd A Form L 6  

Darren Martin C Mark Claney A Mark Claney N 

Michael McCord C Roger Cooke A Andrew McCullough A 

Roger Mullan D Noel Dunn C Garry Webb C 

Simon Walters A Edward Garrett A 1xA 1xC 1xN  

Peter Watson B Simon Harbinson A GCSE            100% 

Jonathan Weir E Jonathan Larmour A (Gerry O'Rawe)  

2xA 1xB 2xC 1xD 1xE  Andrew Latifa B Michael Anderson A 

GCSE          57% Roy Nesbitt B Ian Bleakley A 

Nigel Bingham A Paul Officer A Craig Bowers A 

David Campbell A John Reid C Stuart Boyd B 

Chris Davis C James Rogers A Tony Brown C 

Justin Duff E Richard Smyth A Simon Bull C 

Peter Legge C Andrew Walker A Kent Butcher C 

David Morrow D Garry Webb B Todd Cooper A 

Theepa 
Somasundaram 

D 10xA 3xB 3xC  Colin Cromie C 

2xA 2xC 2xD 1xE    Nick Douglas A 

    Simon Mehaffy C 

    Alan Reid A 

    Tim Smylie B 

    Jonathan Swindells B 

    Keith Ward A 

    7xA 3xB 5xC   
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1992-1994 
 
A LEVEL & GCSE 
 
A Level        Form M6    Unless Otherwise Stated 
GCSE           Form    5    Unless Otherwise Stated 
 

1992          Res 1993           Res 1994               Res 

 6xA Level       2xA Level      3xA Level  

11xGCSE  11xGCSE   6xGCSE  

A Level      100% A Level       100% A Level         100% 

(Ivan Black)  (Elizabeth Bicker)  (Gerry O'Rawe)  

Michael Boyd D Ian Bleakley B Stephen Aiken C 

Roger Cooke C Alan Reid A Graeme Beggs C 

Roy Nesbitt D 1xA 1xB  Andrew Belshaw E 

Paul Officer D GCSE         100% 2xC 1xE  

James Rogers E (Lorraine Stanley)  GCSE            100% 

Richard Smyth C Nathan Booth A (Reggie Patterson)  

2xC 3xD 1xE  Scott Carson A Cecil Davidson C 

GCSE          100% Roger Doherty A Michael Dixon B 

(Ivan Black)  Alan Irvine B Mark Drury B 

Stephen Aiken A Tim Mallon B Chris Gray A 

Graeme Beggs A David Moore B Mark Niblock A 

Andrew Belshaw B Chris Moran A Ryan Craig B 

John Bleakley A Duncan Morris B 2xA 3xB 1xC  

Stuart Boyd A Stephen Perrott B   

Gary Caddell B Adam Shaw A   

Paul Coey A Richard Taylor B   

Robert Forshaw A 5xA 6xB    

J J Kennedy B     

Colin McMurray A     

Alister Miskimmon B     

7xA 4xB       
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1995-1997 
 
A LEVEL & GCSE 
 
A Level        Form M6    Unless Otherwise Stated 
GCSE           Form  5    Unless Otherwise Stated 
 

1995 Res 1996 Res 1997 Res 

 1xA Level   1xA-Level  2xA-Level  

11xGCSE  12xGCSE  8xGCSE  

A Level      100% A-Level 100% A-Level 100% 

(Noreen White)  (Gerry O'Rawe)  (Christine 
McKenna) 

 

Christopher Moran C Christopher Gray A Gavin Best B 

1xC  1xA  Stephen Elliott A 

GCSE         100% GCSE 100% 1xA  1xB  

(Willie McBride)  (Christine McKenna)  GCSE 100% 

Colin Beaney A David Barr B (Lorraine Stanley)  

Gavin Best A Charles Bleakley A Stuart Costley A* 

Stephen Boggs B Richard Carson A Paul Farmer A 

Neil Brittain B Chris Ferguson B Robert Gibson A 

Stephen Elliott A David Gherardi A Tim Harbinson A 

Paul King C Gareth Gilkeson A Michael Manogue B 

Andrew Kropl B Graeme Laird B Ben Nesbitt A 

Niall Manogue A Ryan McAnlis A Chris Sloan A* 

Mark McNeill C Michael McCahon B Aaron Tinney A 

Stuart Miller A Jeremy Parker B 2xA*  5xA  1xB  

Richard Neely A* Ryan Smith B   

1xA* 5xA 3xB 2xC  David Watts B   

  5xA  7xB    
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1998-2000 
 
A LEVEL & GCSE 
 
A Level        Form U6    Unless Otherwise Stated 
GCSE           Form 5    Unless Otherwise Stated 
 

1998 Res 1999 Res 2000 Res 

2xA-Level  1xA-Level  3xA-Level  

7xGCSE  7xGCSE  12xGCSE  

A-Level 100% A-Level 100% A-Level 100% 

(Christine McKenna)  (Donal McCrisken)  (Elizabeth Bicker)  

Gareth Gilkeson B Stuart Costley A Keith Devon A 

Ryan McAnlis C 1xA  Philip McDowell B 

1xB  1xC     Nathan Pope C 

      1XA  1XB  1XC  

GCSE  GCSE 100% GCSE 100% 

Keith S G Devon  A* Peter J Donaldson B Andrew Bennett A 

Philip Bownes B Peter A Faull A* Russell Brown A* 

Nathan T Pope A Michael D Fusco A Gavin Browne A 

Philip S McDowell A Benji S Graham B David Coyle A 

Jonathan D Watts A Andrew G Jackson A* James Devon A 

Paul R Wilson A* Simon M Jackson A* Michael Humphrey A* 

Chris Smallwoods A Patrick D Jamison B Stephen Macartney A 

2xA*  4xA  1xB  Stephen D Johnston A Peter McGookin B 

   Tom P Kane  A* Jon McKinley A* 

   Christ M McLaughlin A Gareth Proctor A* 

   Richard D McMaster A Michael Watts A 

   Tim G Sloan A 4xA*    6xA    2xB  

   R Graham Smyth B    

   Joel A Togneri B    

   Matthew N Williams A*    

   Glenn A Woodward A    

   Ciaran H Young A    

   5xA*  7xA  5xB     
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2000-2001 
 
A LEVEL & GCSE 
 
A Level        Form U6    Unless Otherwise Stated 
GCSE           Form 5    Unless Otherwise Stated 
 

2001 Res 

6xA-Level 
 

7xAS-Level 
 

9xGCSE 
 

A-Level 100% 

(Philip Cartwright) 
 

Peter Faull B 

Stephen Johnston C 

Tom Kane C 

Chris McLaughlin C 

Matthew Williams A 

Glenn Woodward 
 

Ciaran Young C 

 1xA  1xB  4xC 
 

  
 

AS 100% 

Form L6 
 

(Dorothy Orr) 
 

Russell Brown A 

David Coyle C 

Michael Humphrey A 

Stephen Macartney B 

Jon McKinley B 

Gareth Proctor A 

 3xA  2xB  1xC 
 

  
 

GCSE 100% 

( ?) 
 

Hill Gaston A 
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Jonathan Hegan A 

Mark Johnston A* 

Sam Johnston A* 

Andrew Kitchen A 

Andrew McAvoy A 

Robbie Reid A 

Andrew Spratt B 

Jonathan Williams A* 

3xA*  5xA  1xB 
 

 

IAFH 
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BANGOR G RAMMAR SCHOOL 

THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT ARCHIVE 

COMMENDATIONS – HONOURS LIST 

 

Much effort has been made to make this appendix as accurate and inclusive as possible. 

Thanks to everyone who has contributed to this end. 

Apologies for errors and omissions. Tell me about them and amendments will be made. 

Please help to keep this document up-to-date. 

IAFH 
January 2015 

“And now it was evening.  

And Almitra the seeress said,  

‘Blessed be this day and this place and your spirit that has spoken.’ 

And he answered,  

‘Was it I who spoke? Was I not also a listener?  

Surely there is no greater gift to a man than that which turns all his aims into parching lips  

and all life into a fountain.  

And in this lies my honour and my reward.’” 

THE PROPHET 
 Kahlil Gibran 
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COMMENDATIONS - CRITERIA 

Length of Service eg  Normally no award before end of 4th Form - 
Year 11 
   

Quality of Service eg  Dependability 
(not in any order of importance)  Punctuality 
  Leadership 
  Initiative 
  Co-operation 
  Helpfulness 
  Organisation 
   

Involvement in BGS Music Activities eg  Wind Ensemble 
(not in any order of importance)  Brass Ensemble 
  Concert Band 
  Orchestra 
  String Ensemble 
  Choir 
  Own Group 
  Gryphon Consort 
   

Representing BGS on School Occasions eg  Speech Day 
(not in any order of importance)  Remembrance Day 
  Carol Services 
  Open Day/Evening 
  Concert 
   

Representing BGS on Out-of-School Occasions  
eg   SEYO 
(not in any order of importance)  SECB 
  CBYO 
  BYJO 
  UYO 
  Own Groups 
  Church Activities 
  External Christmas 
   

Individual Achievement eg  A/B Grade 
(not in any order of importance)  Result 
  Diploma 
  Exceptional Contribution 

 

TIE Award entitles a pupil to wear a Colours Tie which is light blue with gold and red 
diagonal stripes 
 

SCHOOL Award entitles a pupil to wear a Light Blue Jacket with a pocket badge of a Gold 
Embossed Gryphon with "MUSIC" in gold lettering under it, together with a Colours Tie 
 

HONOURS Award entitles a pupil to wear the jacket and tie above with the words 
"HONORIS CAUSA" in gold lettering above the Gryphon on the breast pocket 
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MUSIC COMMENDATIONS 1997-1998 

 

HONOURS 

 Stuart Costley 

 Gareth Gilkeson 

 Chris Sloan 

  

SCHOOL 

 Michael Arnold 

 Barkley Bellinger 

 Keith Devon 

 Stephen Gibson 

 Michael Manogue 

 Ryan McAnlis 

 Philip McDowell 

 Nathan Pope 

 Chris Smallwoods 

 Jonathan Watts 

 Matthew Williams 

 Paul Wilson 

  

TIE 

 Graeme Bennett 

 Peter Faull 

 Tom Kane 

 Andrew McIlhagga 

 Peter Meeke 

 Ciaran Young 

 
Passed, Awards Committee, 15th September 1998 
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MUSIC COMMENDATIONS 1998-1999 

 

HONOURS 

 Stuart Costley 

 Chris Sloan 

 Keith Devon 

  

SCHOOL 

 Barkley Bellinger 

 Peter Faull 

 Andrew Jackson 

 Tom Kane 

 Philip McDowell 

 Andrew McIlhagga 

 Nathan Pope 

 Chris Smallwoods 

 Jonathan Watts 

 Matthew Williams 

 Paul Wilson 

 Ciaran Young 

  

TIE 

 Adrian Dorrian 

 Michael Fusco 

 Michael Humphrey 

 Chris McLaughlin 

 Glenn Woodward 

Passed, Awards Committee 
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MUSIC COMMENDATIONS FOR 1999-2000 

 

HONOURS 

 Keith Devon 

 Tom Kane 

 Matthew Williams 

  

SCHOOL 

 Peter Faull 

 Michael Fusco 

 Andrew Hawkins 

 Michael Humphrey 

 Andrew Jackson 

 Stephen Johnston 

 Philip McDowell 

 Jon McKinley 

 Chris McLaughlin 

 Nathan Pope 

 Gareth Proctor 

 Chris Smallwoods 

 Paul Wilson 

 Ciaran Young 

  

TIE 

 David Coyle 

 Sam Johnston 

 Andrew Kitchen 

 Andrew McAvoy 

Passed, Awards Committee 
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MUSIC COMMENDATIONS 2001-2002 

 

HONOURS 

 G  Gardner  

 R C  Brown  

 B A  Dawson  

 A D  Kitchen 

 

SCHOOL 

 J D  Blanc  

 A T  Cowan 

  S  Macartney 

 A D  McCausland  

 D J  Robinson 

 J R  Smyth  

 M J  Walters  

 M J  Watts 
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MUSIC COMMENDATIONS 2002-2003 

 

HONOURS 

 A T  Cowan  

 B A  Dawson  

 H R  Gaston  

 S  Johnston 

 A D  Kitchen  

 P W  Vance 

  M J  Walters 

 

SCHOOL 

 H R  Gaston  

 R F  Graham  

 M W  Howlette  

 M S  Johnston  

 A D  McCausland  

 D R M  Patterson  

 D J  Robinson 
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MUSIC COMMENDATIONS 2003-2004 

 

HONOURS 

 Gary  Beggs  

 Jason  Blanc  

 Gareth  Gardner 

 Michael  Howlette 

 

SCHOOL 

 Michael  Adamson 

 Patrick  Baird 

 Philip  Dunne 

 Colin  McIlhagga 

 Steven  O’Hara 

 Tim  Parker 
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MUSIC COMMENDATIONS 2004-2005 

 

HONOURS 

 M J  Adamson  

 P S  Baird  

 D S  Douglas  

 R A McC Ingham  

 CJ  McIlhagga 

 

SCHOOL 

 A W  Flack  

 D S  Douglas  

 G  Hegan  

 R D McC Ingham  

 M J  Irwin  

 J D R  Macdonald  

 A E  McClure  

 S J  Robinson  

 P J S  Thompson  

 E  Zatriqi  

 O  Zatriqi  

 

TIE 

 J M  Crawford  

 P R J  Kennedy  

 O G N  Loftus  
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MUSIC COMMENDATIONS 2005-2006 

 

HONOURS 

 M J  Irwin  

 A E  McClure  

 C J  McIlhagga 

 

SCHOOL 

 K S  Baird  

 R I  Gordon  

 P R J  Kennedy  

 O G N  Loftus  

 E I  McCoy  

 B J  Robb 

 

TIE 

 C C  Barbour  

 M J R  Baillie   

 M S J  Patterson  

 M P J  Patterson  

 B J  Robb 

 A J  Trimble  

 A G  Winter  

 D A  Watts 
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COLOURS AWARDS 2011-2012 

 

HONOURS 

 James Geddis 

  

SCHOOL 

 Glen Burton 

 Richard Crawford 

 Ryan Davison 

 Dominic Greenfield 

 John Hamilton 

 Andrew Kennedy 

 Peter Kyle 

 Thomas Lowry 

 Andrew Poxon 

 Luke Seawright 

 Callum Walker 

  

 TIE   

 Michael Best 

 Ben Dorrian-Clark 

 Joel Mawhinney 

 Matthew O’Boyle 

 Matthew Riordan 

 Luke Seawright 
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COLOURS AWARDS 2012/2013 

 

HONOURS 

 Ryan  Graham 

 

SCHOOL 

 Joel  Mawhinney  

 Matthew  Riordan  

 Ross  Whiteside 

 

TIE 

 Curtis  Irvine  

 Jamie  Larkin  

 David  McMullen  

 Andrew  Wilson 
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THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT ARCHIVE 

POST-BGS  

In and Out of Music 

Music was only part of the man  

but without the man there would have been no music. 

 

Thanks to all contributors. 

Please help to make this appendix as accurate and inclusive as possible. 

Tell me about errors and omissions, amendments will be made. 

Help to keep this document up-to-date. 

Ian Hunter 
19th January, 2015 

"Speak to us of Work."  

And he answered, saying:  

When you work you are a flute through whose heart the whispering of the hours turns to 

music.  

Which of you would be a reed, dumb and silent, when all else sings together in unison?  

THE PROPHET 
 Kahlil Gibran 
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YEAR OF LEAVING BGS, ALPHABETICALLY 

 

ROY LAUGHLIN, 1971. Piano soloist, accompanist, BGS Spring Concerts 1970-72. 

Studied A-Level Music privately: Rob Anderson (piano); Mrs Henrietta Byrne Moran 

(academic). First Class Honours Degrees: Modern Languages, Edinburgh; Music, 

Durham. Choirboy and bass, Bangor Abbey Choir with Rob Anderson, often played organ 

for services, incl BBC Radio 3 Choral Evensong when 14 yo. Accompanist, piano and 

organ, Anderson Singers. Worked throughout Europe extensively with Opera North, 

Leeds, and Wexford Festival. Head of Music, National Opera Studio, London, 1995-2007. 

Currently visiting professor, Guildhall School of Music and Drama, London.  

 http://www.roylaughlin.co.uk/ 

 

JEREMY LEWIS, 1971, choir. BA, MPhil, UU. LGSM. Head of Marketing & Development, 

Eden Court Theatre, Inverness. Secretary to the Vice-Chancellor & his Senior Officers, 

UU. Artistic Director/Administrative Manager, Riverside Theatre, Coleraine. 

 

COLIN LOUGHEAD, 1974, LTCL, Bassoon. Irish Youth Orchestra. Bangor Abbey Choir, 

Balligan Consort. Trinity College of Music, London. Instrumental Tutor, BGS, 1981-93. 

Woodwind Tutor, SEELB Music Service. Director of Music, Banbridge Music Society. 

 

ANDREW BROWNE, 1975, choir, percussion. BA, Modern History, QUB; MSc, Social 

Policy, Planning & Administration, UU; NDipM. Flute, QUB extra mural ensemble, church 

groups. Civil Servant.  

 

DAVID THOMSON, 1975, Madrigal Group, Gryphon Consort. Bangor Parish Choir, Tenor 

& Organist Assistant, organist on both Abbey records. LTCL, Organ; CertEdMus 

(Commendation), QUB; BA, First Class Honours, Humanities, OU; MPhil (Cantab), 

Education; Post-Grad Tenor Choral Studentship & Alto/ Tenor Lay Clerk, St John's 

College. FRSA.  Instrumental Tutor, BGS, 1979-80. Bangor Parish Choir. Taught Music, 

Forthill Girls’ High School, Lisburn and in Bangor Girls’ High School. Academic Director 

and Tutor to the Choristers, St John’s College School, Cambridge, 1992-2001. Founder 

FUTUREMIND, 2001. Tenor/Countertenor, Cambridge Taverner Choir, Cambridge 

Renaissance Voices and De Profundis. http://www.futuremind.co.uk 
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MICHAEL THOMSON, 1975, clarinet, Madrigal Group. Gryphon Consort. Bangor Parish 

Choir. BA; ATD, UU. Hon DArts, Brighton; FRSA. Independent design strategist, Founder 

&  Director, Design Connect, London, 1995. Member, Executive Board, International 

Council of Societies of Industrial Design, 2001-05, President, Bureau of European Design 

Associations, 2007-09, International Advisory Committee Member, Torino World Design 

Capital 2008 & Seoul World Design Capital 2010, Author of EU Commission Report, 

'Design for Growth and Prosperity' 2012, Inaugural Design Ambassador to Japan, 2012, 

Honorary Fellow of Aalto University, Helsinki, 2013, Former advisor, Creative Industries, 

Secretary of State for Arts & Media, Austria. Named by Design Week as one of the 50 

most influential people in design in the UK, 2008.  www.designconnect.com  

 

DAVID BARRY, 1976. LTCL, Clarinet, Madrigal Group, Gryphon Consort; CertEd, QUB; 

BA, Humanities, OU. Instrumental Tutor, BGS 1974-76, 1979-80. Bangor Parish Choir. 

Taught in Bloomfield Road Primary School, Cabin Hill, Belfast and St John's College Choir 

School, Cambridge. 

 

DAVID FEHERTY, 1976. Madrigal Group. Bangor Parish Choir. Guest of Honour, Speech 

Day, ?. Distinguished Citizen Award, American Congressional Medal of Honor Society; 

Similar award from the Chief of the US Army. Former professional golfer, European & PGA 

Tours. Five times winner & twice listed, European Tour's Order of Merit Top Ten. 

Represented Ireland, international competitions; Captain, victorious Alfred Dunhill Cup 

Team, 1990; Member, European Ryder Cup team, 1991. Writer & broadcaster: Course 

correspondent and feature presenter, CBS Sports; Golf Channel; Golf Magazine. Co-

announcer, EA Sports' Tiger Woods PGA Tour Series. Booksense best-selling author of 

four books, A Nasty Bit of Rough, Somewhere in Ireland a Village Is Missing an Idiot, An 

Idiot for All Seasons, & David Feherty's Totally Subjective History of the Ryder Cup. Series 

of live stand-up shows in theatres, USA & Canada. Standard walk-on music, last 

53seconds, "Non piangere liu," ‘Turandot’, Puccini. Lives in Texas. 

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Feherty 

GORDON HAMILTON, 1976, end Form 2 to CC. Madrigal Group. Bangor Parish Choir. 

BA, Business Administration, Dundee. Rugby: Ulster & Ireland XV. Chairman & Managing 

Director, Hamilton Shipping Holdings. 

 

JOHN RICHARDSON, 1976, Madrigal Group. Bangor Parish Choir. Owner/managing 

director, Qube Design (NI) Ltd, Springhill, Bangor. 

http://www.designconnect.com/
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RICHARD THOMPSON, 1976, trumpet. LLB, Barrister, Chartered Accountant. Owner IT 

company, Surrey. 

 

DONALD SWAIN, 1976, flute. BA, QUB. CTABRSM. Instrumental Tutor, BGS, 1975-76, 

1979-91. Woodwind Tutor, WELB 1991-present. Music Tutor, ETB (Donegal Music 

School). Music Director, Fermanagh Choral Society, Fermanagh Concert Band and Sligo 

Concert Band. Conducts the Western Sinfonia Orchestra. 

 

TOBY COWLEY, 1977, bassoon, Madrigal Group. Bangor Parish Choir. BA, Philosophy, 

UU. Member, Choir, St. Andrew’s, Backwell. Member, RSCM Voices West. Accountant, 

Lloyds Banking Group, Bristol. 

 

IAN McBRIDE, 1977, LTCL, Organ, at school, clarinet, Madrigal Group. BA (Cantab), 

Gonville and Caius College. 

 

SIMON MERCER, 1977, French Horn, piano. BEd, Stranmillis University College, QUB. 

Piano Teacher, part-time. 

 

COLIN McQUEEN, 1978, trumpet. BMus, Cardiff. Into BGS Sixth Form from Granhsa 

Boys’ High School. Director of Music at Regent House School, Newtownards. 

 

PAUL McQUEEN, 1978, trombone. BMus, Cardiff. Into BGS Sixth Form from Granhsa 

Boys’ High School. Taught for many years. Music Lecturer at UU. 

 

GEOFFREY MILLER, 1978, choir. LLB. QC. “Attendee and participant at every Carol 

Service (bar one) from 1970 to 2014!” Barrister at Law. County Court Judge.  

 

DAVID RHODES, 1978. BSc, Agricultural Botany, Reading; PhD, Plant Pathology, QUB; 

MBA, Henley Business School. Member, Waynflete Singers, RSCM Voices South, Douai 

Abbey Singers, Chilmark Opera. Plays theorbo, incl Monteverdi Vespers, the Frari, Venice. 

Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Washington State University; Research Team Leader; ICI 

Licensing and Targeting Manager, Zeneca; Business Development Manager, EAME, 

Syngenta. Head of Business Development, Public Health England. 
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NEALE AGNEW, 1979, oboe, piano, Madrigal Group. First Presbyterian Church Choir. 

BEd, QUB; LTCL, Organ; LGSM, Singing; AdDipEd. Primary School teacher. Instrumental 

Tutor, BGS, 1981/2. BGS Staff 1989-91. Organist, Fisherwick Presbyterian Church, 

Belfast. Past President, USOC. Member IAO Advisory Council. 

 

STEPHEN ATKINSON, 1979, flute, piano, voice. First Presbyterian Church Choir. BA, BD. 

North America Director of Ministry, Christian Witness to Israel. http://www.cwina.org/?page_id=17 

 

COLIN BELL, 1979, trombone. BMus, Cardiff. Into BGS Sixth Form from Granhsa Boys’ 

High School. 

BRIAN BOULLIER, 1979, Madrigal Group. BSc, Genetics & Zoology, QUB; 

PhD, Genetic Toxicology, UU;  Certificate in Online Education, London. Senior 

Research Officer, Ludwig Institute,Cambridge; Senior Scientist, Bath Cancer 

Research Unit; Consultant Scientist at Oncotech Inc, LA;  Lecturer in 

Pathology, Bradford University; Learning Technology Manager, Bradford 

University; Head of Media Technology, National Media Museum;  MD, 

Illuminate Studios; Group IT Manager, Colin Appleyard Ltd; Head of 

Information, Communication & Assistive Technology, Hollybank Trust; Group 

IT Director, Clanmil Housing. Group IT Director, Bradford College Education 

Trust. Responsible for IT in church. Enjoys singing; has sung under Owen 

Arwell Hughes & Sir Charles Groves. Avid consumer of live & recorded music. 

JULIAN BYERS, 1979, trombone, Madrigal Group. BA, PGCE, DASE (QUB). Conductor, 

Bangor Harmonic Society 1987-89. Teacher: Grange Park PS; Braniel PS. Head of Music, 

St Andrews Prep & Senior School, Kenya. Principal, Bloomfield PS. Principal, Dundonald 

PS. 

 

CHRISTOPHER CRAWFORD, 1979, clarinet, Madrigal Group. Bangor Parish Choir. 

Balligan Consort. Rtd Civil Servant. 

 

IVAN McCOMB, 1979, LTCL, Organ, at school. BDS, QUB. Dental Surgeon, Principal of 

large practice, Belfast. 
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DAVID MILLS, 1979, flute. Medicine: MB, BCH, BAO, QUB. MSc, Occupational Medicine, 

Manchester. MBA, OU. MFOM (Member, Faculty of Occupational Medicine). Consultant, 

Occupational Medicine, Belfast.  

 

WILLIAM THOMPSON, 1979, LTCL, Singing, at school, Madrigal Group. Bangor Parish 

Choir. MA (Cantab), Music, King’s College, Alto Choral Scholarship. Teacher, Dublin; 

Bloomfield Collegiate, Belfast. Director of Education, Dawsons Music, UK. 

 

CHRISTOPHER PEEL, 1980, clarinet, Madrigal Group, Gryphon Consort. Bangor Parish 

Choir. Instrumental Tutor, BGS, 1984/5. MA, BSc, DipASEd. Headmaster, Sulllivan Upper 

School, Holywood. 

 

MICHAEL IEVERS, 1981, clarinet. MEng (Aero); PGCE, QUB; PhD, Software 

Engineering, UU; PQH; AHEA. Clarinet & saxophone, jazz bands, 1980s. Head of Physics 

& Technology, Strathearn School. Senior Lecturer/Programme Co-ordinator (BEd Post-

Primary), Stranmillis University College, QUB.  

 

MARK MAWHINNEY, 1981, oboe. MA (Oxon), Mediaeval and Modern Languages & 

Literature, The Queen’s College. Balligan Consort 1986-88. Donaghadee Male Voice 

Choir 2002 to date. Civil Servant, Dept Education 1985-99 and 2006 to date, Dept Culture, 

Arts & Leisure 1999-2005. Formerly Head of Arts & Creativity, DCAL. Working on 

education administration reform. 

NIGEL MAXWELL, 1981, clarinet, piano. BSc, Biochemistry; MSc, Computer Science; 

QUB, MSc, Telecommunications, UCL. Lead Solution Designer, BT PLC. Member, Ipswich 

Community Gospel Choir  www.suffolkgospel.org.uk 

DAVID TROUTON, 1981, piano, voice. BA, QUB. Musician and composer. 
https://engagewithmusic.com     http://www.creativescotland.com/what-we-do/major-
projects/creative-learning-and-young-people/youth-music-initiative/music-in-transition 

 

PHILIP BENNETT, 1982, clarinet. BSc, Pyschology, UU. Store Manager, Argos. 

 

PATRICK LEEKE, 1982, flute, piano, voice. Bangor Parish Choir. Contact Management. 

Guitar. 
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GARY McMAHON, 1982, trumpet, bass guitar, saxophone. BBC Studio Symphony 

Orchestra, Belfast Jazz Orchestra. Software Engineer. Commercial Helicopter Pilot. 

Bassist, Glasgow-based rock band. 

 

PETER FARRAR, 1983, flute, Gryphon Consort. Bangor Parish Choir. BA, Music;  MA; 

UU. PDipALS, FCMI. LTCL, Teaching, LGSM, DipABRSM and LRSM, Performers Flute 

Diplomas. Grade Eight Piano, Distinction, twenty-five years after leaving school.. 

Instrumental Tutor, Belfast School of Music, 1985/6. Organist & Choirmaster, St Mary's 

Parish Church, Comber, 2008-11. 

 

BRIAN IRVINE, MBE, 1983, flute, piano. Berklee College of Music, Boston. BMus, Surrey; 

PhD, UU. Formerly Composer in Residence, Ulster Orchestra. Professor of Music, UU. 

Music Laureate, Belfast. 

 

ALAN MILLS, 1983, piano, bassoon. MA (Cantab), Music, Churchill College, LTCL, Post-

Graduate degree, Guildhall School of Music & Drama, London.  London-based. Teaching: 

London College of Music Junior School (1988-1991); Anna Scher Theatre (1989-present); 

Birkbeck College/WEA (1993-present); Kingsway College (1997-2001); The City Literary 

Institute (2003-2010); Middlesex University (2010-present). Performing: Pianist & 

harpsichordist variously in the UK, France, the Netherlands and the USA. Broadcasts: 

BBC Radio Ulster, also TV and radio in France, TV in the Netherlands and (most recently) 

'Desert Island Discs' on BBC Radio 4. Composing: Mostly piano music, songs, choral 

works & chamber music. Compositions published by EC Schirmer (USA), Peermusic 

(Hamburg), Music Haven (London), a recently-formed & growing publishing company, and 

performed throughout Europe Canada & the USA. Assistant Editor for Music Haven.  

 http://www.cmc.ie/composers/composer.cfm?composerID=86 

 

RUSSELL MOORE, 1983, clarinet. Composer-singer, advertising & marketing producer.   

 

PATRICK CROTHERS, 1984, trumpet, Gryphon Consort. BSs, Geography & Economics;  

Law, QUB. Bangor Parish Choir. Opera Northern Ireland, Castleward Opera. Senior 

Advisory Lawyer within UK law enforcement. 
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ALLISTAIR ELLIOTT, 1984, trumpet. Grad Diploma, Light Music, Leeds. Lives in Canada, 

works extensively as a freelance player. American Federation Of Musicians (AFM) 

International Rep for Canada. www.allistairelliott.com 

 

JULES MAXWELL, 1984, trumpet. BSSc, Political Science, QUB. Composer, Theatre & 

Dance: the National, Young Vic, Roundhouse, Globe Theatres, London. Keyboard player, 

DEAD CAN DANCE, World Tour 2012/3. Has collaborated extensively, Duke Special, Foy 

Vance. Awards: Oscar nominated ‘Dance Lexie Dance’. James Kilfedder  Arts, 1997. Bass 

Ireland, 2003, ‘Red Room Sessions’. Lives Northern France.  http://julesmaxwell.com 

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jules_Maxwell 

 

COLIN ADAMS, 1985, choir, Gryphon Consort. Bangor Parish Choir. BA, Ancient History, 

QUB; DPhil (Oxon), Christ Church. Merton College Chapel Choir 1991/2. Teaching Fellow, 

QUB 1994/5; Teaching & Research Fellow, St Andrews 1996-98; British Academy 

Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Warwick 1998/9; Fellowship contd, Lecturer, Ancient 

History, Leicester 2000/5; Lecturer, Senior Lecturer, now Reader, Ancient History, 

Liverpool. 

 

IAN McDOWELL, 1985, piano, voice. BA (Cantab), English, Christ's College. Bass Choral 

Scholarship. 

 

STEVEN COPELAND, 1986, piano, flute. BSc, Physics & Music, Reading; MA, Applied 

Linguistics, Institute of Education, London. Formerly: Repetiteur & Chorus Master of Inst 

Ed Opera Society; Assistant Conductor, Jakarta International Choir & Conductor, Jakarta 

Welsh Choir; Accompanist, Recital Tour, Ecuador; English teacher, examiner & Academic 

Director, Indonesia, Ecuador, Libya & UK. Currently: bass, BBC Symphony Chorus & 

Helios Chamber Choir; recital accompanist; Exams Manager, British Council in London. 

 

BRIAN HAWKINS, 1986, clarinet. BEng, Leeds; MSc, QUB. Chartered Engineer, 

Bombardier Aerospace.  

 

ROGER MOFFITT, 1986, trombone.  Cert CII.  Insurance Broker, Head of Personal Lines 

Insurance, J Hatty & Co. 

http://julesmaxwell.com/
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GRAHAM RYAN, 1986, flute. MA, English, Aberdeen; MLitt, Philosophy, Durham. PGCE. 

Teacher: Botswana; Norway. Programme Co-ordinator, International Baccalaureate, Ås, 

Norway. 

 

MICHAEL DAVIDSON, 1987, piano, guitar.  BA, MSc. Technology Manager with Barclays 

in Singapore. Amateur alternative musician. 2015/16: Jazz Guitar Professional Certificate 

(Berklee Online).  http://www.reverbnation.com/michaeldavidson 

 

ALLAN GILDEA, 1987, trumpet. BA, Film & Literature, Warwick. Freelance filmmaker & 

actor, Film Tutor Queens University Belfast 2003-09. Amateur guitarist. www.allangildea.com 

 

RORY WILSON, 1988, LRSM, Trombone, at school. Studied medicine.  

 

IAIN ARCHER, 1989. BSc, Human Communication, UU. Singer–Composer-Writer-

Producer. Lowden Guitars. Visiting tutor, Bath Spa University; taught, Brighton Institute of 

Modern Music. Visiting Professor, Leeds College of Music. Member; Judging Panel, Music 

Producer’s Guild Awards; Member, British Academy of Songwriters and Composers. Ivor 

Novello Award Winner, 2008; Nominee, 2013. Formerly member SNOW PATROL. Five 

solo albums incl ‘Flood the Tanks’, ‘Magnetic North’. Member, TIRED PONY.  

 www.iainarcher.co.uk 

 

SCOTT HERON, 1989, cello. BMus, UU; MMus, RSAMD. Joined BGS for Sixth Form. 

String Tutor with the NEELB. 

 

JONATHAN WATTERS, 1989, cello. MEng, Software Engineering, Imperial College 

London. Software Developer. Occasional keyboard player, Enfield Baptist Church. 

 

OWEN GARRETT, 1990, trumpet. MA (Cantab), DipCompSci (Cantab), St John’s 

College. University, College orchestras. Internet Software industry, UK, US & Russia. 

 

ROGER MALCOMSON, 1990, LRSM, trombone at school. BSc, MB ChB, PhD, 

Edinburgh. FRCPath. Agnes Street Brass Band, NI Sym Orch, Edinburgh Uni Mus Soc 

(Chamber & Sym Orchs, Brass Ensemble), Edinburgh Sym Orch, Maximum Slack (acid 

jazz band), Wonderbrass (brass ensemble), Royal British Legion Scotland Big Band. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivor_Novello_Awards
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivor_Novello_Awards
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Specialist Registar, Histopathology (Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh); Specialist Registrar, 

Paediatric & Perinatal Pathology (Royal Hospital for Sick Children, Edinburgh): Consultant 

Paediatric Histopathologist (Birmingham Children’s Hospital). Consultant Paediatric & 

Perinatal Pathologist (Leicester Royal Infirmary), Associate staff member, East Midlands 

Forensic Pathology Unit, Leicester University. 

 

BILL WALSH, 1990, trumpet. BA, Design, UU. Illustrator, designer, copywriter, filmmaker, 

animator, and soundtrack composer. Based in Edinburgh. Twice winner of 'Best Film', 

Edinburgh International Film Festival Short Film Challenge. Session keyboardist/guitarist 

for European tours with ‘North Atlantic Oscillation’.  www.wingdesign.co.uk 

 

PETER WATSON, 1990, trumpet. LLB, TCD; MA, Manchester. “Occasional appearances 

in church choir.” NHS Management. 

 

DAVID CAMPBELL, 1991, bassoon. Irish Youth Orchestra. BA, Music & English, Durham. 

Member, university choirs & orchestras; Member of, a concerto soloist with & conductor of 

Trevelyan College orchestra. PGCE, Pembroke College, Cambridge; Member, college 

chapel choir. MEd, QUB. English teacher, Ballyclare High School; HoD 1995 – present.  

HoD, St Andrew's school Turi, Kenya, 1999/2001. Member, various church groups & New 

Irish Choir & Orchestra. 

 

TODD COOPER, 1991, 16 yo to USA, clarinet. BA, History, La Sierra University, 

California; MA, History, University of California, Riverside. Member, La Sierra Uni Wind 

Ensemble. Teacher, Croatia, sang ‘Messiah’ in Croatian. 2009- present, teacher, Seoul, 

South Korea. Member, various church choirs. 

JONATHAN SWINDELLS, 1991, trombone. Sgt, RAF, 1995-2008. Project planning 

engineer, Jacobs International Engineering Co, USA. 

MICHAEL BOYD, 1992, trumpet. BA, History, UU. Played with New Irish. “Nothing 

spectacular but a small piece in the history of music at BGS......great days !!!” 

 

MARK CLANEY, 1992, Gryphon Consort. Bangor Parish Choir. BA, English & Drama, 

Hull.  AdDip, Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama. Actor, drama facilitator, occasional 

musician. Recently recorded flute & backing vocals, a Terry-Thomas themed song 

'Absolute Shocker', hopefully to be released as a single. 
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SPONTANEOUS DOG, 1992. Conor Catchpole, bass; Colin (Spike) Corbridge, rhythm 

guitar; Simon Harbinson, drums; Steve Jones, lead guitar; Robert Sinclair, keyboards; 

Richard Smyth, vocals. Winners, UK National Panasonic Audio Rock School Competition, 

Bradford, 1991. Personal prizes; digital piano, Music Department.   

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e9lEdGFfINA 

 

EDWARD GARRETT, 1992, bassoon. MA (Cantab), Gonville and Caius College, MB, 

BChir, MRCS (Eng), MRCGP, DCh, DRCOG. 1st Bassoon, Maidstone Wind Symphony, 

2003-present. GP, Kent. 

 

STEVE JONES, 1992, guitar, Gryphon Consort, Spontaneous Dog. Introduced computers 

into the Departmenr and Taught Music Technology, BGS. Composer-Producer-Singer-

Guitarist. Recorded with Brian Eno, David Byrne, Herbie Hancock and Bryan Ferry 

amongst others. Toured extensively, French band AIR and Bryan Ferry. 

 

ANDREW McCROSKERY, 1992, Gryphon Consort. BD, Glasgow; MPhil, TCD. Member, 

St George’s Singers & William Barclay Memorial Choir. Curate, St Mark’s Church, 

Newtownards; Dean’s Vicar, St Fin Barre’s Cathedral, Cork; Rector, Youghal Union of 

Parishes. Rector St Bartholomew’s Church, Dublin. 

ANDREW McCULLOUGH, 1992, oboe. BA (Cantab), MEng (Cantab), Electrical & 

Information Sciences. Peterhouse. Piano, guitar. Regular music maker, St Andrew the 

Great Church, Cambridge.  Professional broadcast equipment designer. 

ROY NESBITT, 1992, violin. Numerous retail outlets, Bangor.  Postmaster, Ballyholme. 

NI Retailer of the Year 2013/14. 

 

PAUL OFFICER, 1992, violin, Gryphon Consort. BEng, Structural Engineering with 

Architectural Design, Heriot Watt; MSc, Earthquake Engineering & Structural Dynamics, 

Imperial College London. Research Assistant, Pavia University, Italy. Mott MacDonald 

Buildings Division, London. Opened London office, DesignID, structural engineering 

consultancy based in Hillsborough, 2014. Bass Guitarist, local bands. 

RICHARD SMYTH, 1992, cello, piano, Gryphon Consort, Spontaneous Dog. Bangor 

Parish Choir. BA, French & Spanish, QUB. Actor, musician. ‘The Fall’, ‘Good Vibrations’, 

Lyric Theatre. 
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STUART BOYD, 1993, flute. BA, Cumbria College of Art & Design; BA, Theology and 

History of Art, QUB. IT engineer, Defra, Carlisle.  Public Servant. 

 

ROBERT MARTIN, 1993, clarinet. Gryphon Consort. Bangor Parish Choir. MEng, 

Electronic engineering, Durham; MBA, Business & Finance, Harvard. 

 

KEITH McCULLOUGH, 1993, clarinet. MBChB, Aberdeen. Consultant, Renal Medicine, 

York. “Rock Star at heart.” Electric Guitar, St Michael le Belfrey, York. 

 

GRAEME BEGGS, 1994, trumpet. BA, Sports Studies, Manchester; MA, Sports 

Management, East Tennessee State University. Swimming Coach, Leander Swimming 

Club, Belfast, helped produce numerous Commonwealth Games & Olympic swimmers. 

Marketing & Communications Manager, NI Football League. 

 

BERNARD BOWERS, 1994, trombone. BSc, Physics; PGCE, Edinburgh. Teacher, 

Musselburgh, Tamil Nadu.  Head of Science, Archbishop Tenison CE High School, 

Croydon. “Playing new Taylor guitar increasingly.” 

 

STEVEN COLVIN, 1994, trombone. Member, Clydebank Salvation Army brass band. 

 

ROBERT FORSHAW 1994, trumpet, piano. BA, History. Theatre Company Owner. 

 

ANDREW BOWERS, 1995, trombone. MA, Theology & English Literature, St Andrews. 

Guitar in various bands. Civil Servant 2000/1. Missionary. 

 

SCOTT CARSON, 1995, trumpet. BA, Psychology & Sociology, QUB. Civil Servant. 

 

DUNCAN MORRIS, 1995, clarinet. Civil Servant. 

 

RICHARD TAYLOR, 1995, clarinet. BSc, Geography & Planning, Coventry. MSc, 

Environmental Planning, QUB. MRTPI (Member, Royal Town Planning Institute). Belfast 

Area Planning Office, moving to Belfast City Council, April 2015. 
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CHRISTOPHER WOODS, 1995, Gryphon Consort. MA, English & French, St Andrews; 

BTh, TCD. Choral Scholar, St Salvator’s Chapel Choir, St Andrews; member, All Saints’ 

Choir, St Andrews; Occasional singer, Trinity College Chapel Choir, Dublin.  Regular 

liturgical singing. Curate, St Mark’s Dundela; Chaplain, Christ’s College Cambridge; 

Secretary, Church of England Liturgical Commission & Tutor, Westcott House Theological 

College Cambridge, Priest Vicar, St John’s College, Cambridge. Vicar of St Anne’s 

Hoxton, London. 

 

SIMON BROWN, 1996, choir, Gryphon Consort. Balligan Consort. HNC Civil Engineering, 

MIAM, MInstLM, MIYW. Project Manager, DRD Water Service across Northern Ireland; 

Severn Trent Water Programme/Performance Manager, Enterprise / Amey, Staffordshire. 

Asset Manager, Project Omega, Veolia Water Outsourcing Ltd. 

 

RYAN CRAIG, 1996, trumpet. BA. Finance Director, UK Real Estate Fund, London. 

 

MICHAEL DIXON, 1996, trumpet. BA, European Culture, Literature, Staffordshire. PGCE, 

University College Worcester. NVQ Level 3, Children & Young People; Edexcel; Institute 

of Leadership & Management, Level 3 Front Line Management. Disability Team Leader, 

National Centre for Young People with Epilepsy, 2003-09. House Manager, Anglicare 

South Australia, 2009-13. Manager, Day Options, Bedford Phoenix Incorporated, Australia. 

 

CHRISTOPHER GRAY, 1996, piano, bassoon, Gryphon Consort. MA (Cantab), Music, 

Organ Scholarship Pembroke College; FRCO (Fellow of the Royal College of Organists); 

Royal College of Music, London. Director of Music, Truro Cathedral. Released many 

acclaimed recordings. 

 

DEREK NESBITT, 1996, violin. MSc, Mathematics, Warwick. Chartered Accountant, 

Chartered Mathematician,  Chartered Scientist. Deloitte, BSkyB, Ernst & Young, Duff & 

Phelps. Prudential Policy Directorate, Bank of England. 

 

GAVIN BEST, 1997, ATCL, Trumpet, at school. LLB, CII. Ensemble music, jazz & blues, 

Brass Dectet, Crystal Palace. Insurance, aviation sector, London. 

 

STEPHEN BOGGS, 1997, violin, Gryphon Consort.  BA, Business Management & 

Statistics, Edinburgh Napier. Senior Point of Sale Analyst, Nike Western European. 
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NEIL BRITTAIN, 1997, flute, Gryphon Consort. BA, English, QUB; Post Grad Journalism. 

Teacher, American School, Marrakech, Morocco. Reporter, UTV. Communications 

Manager, Ulster Rugby. Head of Communications at the Irish Football Association. 

 

RICHARD EAKIN, 1997, clarinet. BA (Cantab), Pembroke College. Arup Group Ltd. 

Senior Engineer, Iberdrola, Glasgow. 

 

STEPHEN ELLIOTT, 1997, trombone, Gryphon Consort. Ulster Youth Orchestra. BA, 

Music, Nottingham; PGCE, Cambridge. Subject Leader, Music, The Snaith School, East 

Yorkshire. Musical Director at Scunthorpe Baptist Church. Teaches brass and piano 

privately. 

 

PAUL HAMILTON, 1997, clarinet. BSc, Therapeutics & Pharmacology; MB BCh BAO, 

Medicine; QUB. DipMedToxicol, Cardiff. MD, QUB. FRCPE. Consultant Physician, Acute 

Medicine, RVH. Specialty Registrar, Chemical Pathology &  Metabolic Medicine, RVH. 

Contributes to music-making, Holywood Baptist Church. 

 

JONATHAN REYNOLDS, 1997, violin. MA (Cantab), French & German, St John’s 

College; PGDip, Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama; DipTrans (IOLeT), German-

English, City University, London. Irish folk music. Translator/Actor. 

 

PAUL THOMPSON. 1997, tuba, Gryphon Consort. MA, English & Modern History, St 

Andrews, MLitt Modern American History, St Andrews. Wimbledon Hill Singers 2002-04, 

Head of Fundraising – Scotland & NI (Cancer Research UK, Marie Curie). 

 

MICHAEL BRADFORD, 1998, clarinet. BA, Spanish and Social Anthropology, QUB; MSc, 

Globalisation & Latin American Development, Institute for the Study of the Americas, 

London. DipTESOL. Tearfund, Pecan. Teacher, London, Mexico, Argentina. Director of 

Studies, EC Brighton. 

 

RICHARD CARSON, 1998, clarinet. “Wind Ensemble pioneer. Career Civil Servant. Christ 

Church Primacy choir & musician. Rhythm guitar & lead vocals, local cover band ‘Chivalry 

is Dead’ 2006-11 (quite possibly the 3rd best band ever produced from Bangor). Continues 

to attempt play clarinet each year at School Carol Service. Best day of the year.” 
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SIMON ENGLISH, 1998, trumpet. BA, TCD; MSc, UCD. Banking & Finance (HBOS; 

Lloyds Banking Group), Dublin. 

 

CHRIS FERGUSON, 1998, clarinet. MA, Law & Business, Edinburgh. Recruitment, 

Edinburgh. 

 

GARETH GILKESON, 1998, flute, percussion, Gryphon Consort. BMus, QUB. 

Instrumental Tutor, BGS, 1998-2000, 2003-11. Member, Rend Collective Experiment, 

contemporary Christian band, considerable UK and USA profile.   

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rend_Collective 

 

DAVID GHERARDI, 1998, violin, “outstanding contribution playing Timpani, last year (at 

school)” at school. BSc, Physics St Andrews;  MS, Electrical & Computer Engineering, 

Georgia Institute of Technology; PhD, Physics, St Andrews. Optical Engineer, Buhler 

Sortex Ltd. 

 

JAMES IRWIN, 1998, clarinet. Member, NI Concert Band 2014-present. NI Government 

Communications Officer, Civil Service. www.nicb.org.uk 

 

RYAN McANLIS, 1998, flute. BSc, Computer Science & Business, QUB. Worship Leading 

Oasis Church Waterloo; Windsor Presbyterian Belfast. Oasis Trust; Ford Motor Company; 

MessageLabs. Cisco Systems, Belfast.  

 

JEREMY PARKER, 1998, trumpet. BSc, Biomedical Sciences; PhD, Biomedical Science; 

UU. Instrumental Tutor, Rainey Endowed School, 1998-2005. National Heart & Lung 

Institute, Imperial College, London. 

 

BARKLEY BELLINGER, 1999, oboe. BA (Cantab), Maths; CASM (Cantab), Trinity 

College,  PGCE, TESOL. Teacher, Mathematics, Lurgan College. Teacher, Mathematics, 

Portora Royal, Enniskillen. Career Break: student, Graduate Diploma in Theology, Irish 

Baptist College, Moira. 
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STUART COSTLEY, 1999, ATCL, Trumpet, at school. Ulster Youth Orchestra. BA, 

(Cantab), History. Robinson College. Instrumental Tutor, BGS, 2003/4. Based in New 

York, Senior VP, 'The Big Picture’. http://www.bigpicture.co.uk/about/#the-team 

 

SIMON JACKSON, 1999, to RBAI, oboe. MA (Cantab), Pembroke College, MEng 

(Cantab), Pembroke & MIT, Boston, MA. Water Engineer, Ove Arup & Partners Intl. RMA, 

Sandhurst. Royal Engineers. 

 

CHRIS SLOAN, 1999, trumpet. Ulster Youth Orchestra. Medicine, QUB. “’Free lancing’ 

trumpeter, always looking for opportunities & time to play.” GP, North Down. 

   

GRAEME BENNETT, 2000, clarinet, founder member, Spirit of Wind. Scholarship, Arthur 

Andersen. MA, Business Studies & Accounting, Edinburgh. Deloitte, Accenture, 

PricewaterhouseCoopers. Senior Vice President CitiGroup. 

 

KEITH DEVON, 2000, trombone. Ulster Youth Orchestra. BCom, Business Studies, 

Edinburgh. Owner, Keith Devon Web Development (soon to be White Rock Design). 

 

ADRIAN DORRIAN, 2000, euphonium, tuba. BA, Theology & Drama, QUB; BTh, TCD; 

MTh, QUB. Youth Worker, Youth Initiatives 2003/4; Curate, St Mark's Newtownards 2006-

09; Rector, Parish of St Peter & St James 2009-12. Rector, St Mark’s Dundela; Minor 

Canon, St Anne's Cathedral, Belfast. 

 

MICHAEL DUNNE, 2000, oboe. MA, Glasgow; MSc, QUB. Director, English for Academic 

Purposes, George Mason University, Korea. 

 

PHILIP McDOWELL, 2000, French Horn. BMus, Music Technology, Edinburgh. Edinburgh 

University Symphony Orchestra 2001-04. ACII. Underwriter, Allianz Insurance Plc. 

International Business Co-ordinator, Allianz Insurance Plc. 

 

COLIN McILHAGGA, 2000, trumpet. Trumpet Performance, Royal Welsh College of 

Music & Drama. Peripatetic trumpet, piano teacher, London. Regular player. Freelance 

composer. 
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PETER McQUILLAN, 2000, clarinet, co-founding member, Spirit of Wind. BA, Modern 

History, QUB: MBS, UU. Professional Diploma in Digital Marketing, DMI,Dublin. 

ECommerce & Digital Marketing Director, Gordons Chemists. 

 

NATHAN POPE, 2000, clarinet, voice, Gryphon Consort. BA, Musical Theatre, Guildford 

School of Acting. ‘Miss Saigon’ 2004/5, ‘Scrooge’ 2007-09, European cast, ‘Rent’ 2009. 

Tenor, West End Gospel Choir. Operations Director, ‘Soho Bars London’ 2008-15. 

Creator, ‘Kinky Kabaret’ & ‘Baby Grand’, Director, ‘Baby Grand Events & Entertainment’ 

2014-present. 

 

MATTHEW SMITH, 2000, to SU, flute. MA. Asset Manager, Capita Asset Services. 

 

PETER DONALDSON, 2001, trombone. Infantry Officer, BA. Sales Manager, National 

Recruitment. 

 

PETER FAULL, 2001, trumpet. Ulster Youth Orchestra. MChem, PhD. Head of 

Proteomics & Biological Mass Spectrometry for Medical Research Council Clinical 

Sciences Centre, London. 

 

ANDREW JACKSON, 2001, bassoon. MA (Cantab), MEng, Churchill College. Pastoral 

Assistant, St Nicholas Church, Tooting. Analyst, Dept of Energy & Climate Change. 

Civil Engineer, Atkins. 

 

STEPHEN JOHNSTON, 2001, trumpet.  BMus, Music Technology, QUB. Post production 

sound engineer, peripatetic teaching, freelance bassist, function bands/musicals. 

 

TOM KANE, 2001, french horn. BMus, PGDip, Royal College of Music. Freelance, Belfast-

based, professional horn player. Works London, Dublin and Europewide. 

 

RICHARD McMASTER, 2001, french horn. Music producer, founder & curator, 

FRAMED.FM. http://www.framed.fm/ 

 

GRAHAM SMYTH, 2001, violin. BA, Journalism Studies, Sheffield. Reporter, 

Stocksbridge. Sports Editor, Worksop Guardian & associated titles. 
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MATTHEW WILLIAMS, 2001, ATCL, Bassoon, at school. Ulster Youth Orchestra. BMus, 

First Class Honours, King's College, London. MSt (Oxon), Musicology, St Catherine's 

College. Missionary, Presbyterian Church,  Acting Dean of Theology, Malawi. 

 

CIARAN YOUNG, 2001, ATCL, Euphonium, at school.  National Youth Brass Band. Solo 

Baritone, Brighouse and Rastrick Brass Band (champions: Yorkshire (three times), GB 

National (twice). Resuming studies RNCM. 

 

ANDREW BENNETT, 2002, flute. LLB. Studied/practised law, Newcastle upon Tyne. 

Corporate Criminal Solicitor, Durham. “Occasional flute playing (in a minor key) at parties 

& social gatherings to create a sense of unease.” 

 

RUSSELL BROWN, 2002, flute, piano. BA, Management Studies, Nottingham. Freelance 

web developer, London. 

 

DAVID COYLE, 2002, percussion. Ulster Youth Orchestra. BMus, QUB; LLCM, 

Percussion. Royal Air Force music services. Percussion section principal, Band of the RAF 

College. Plays jazz and with the local Lincoln Symphony orchestra. 

 

MICHAEL HUMPHREY, 2002, bassoon, saxophone. BA (Oxon), Music, First Class 

Honours, Merton College; PGDE, Edinburgh. Taught, Hendon School, London, 2007-09, 

HoD 2009-14. Director, Hendon Centenary Choir. Musical Director a cappella group IN 

THE SMOKE. Director Popchoir Chislehurst.  Music Teacher (temporary) at Langley Park 

School for Girls. Freelance writer and performer http://mdhmusic.com 

 

STEPHEN MACARTNEY, 2002, guitar. Country music songwriter and performer. 

Represented Northern Ireland, Nashville Songwriters Festival.  

 

PETER McGOOKIN, 2002, clarinet. BSc, Applied Mathematics and Physics, QUB; MSci, 

Medical Physics, Surrey. Clinical Scientist, Royal Berkshire Hospital, Reading. Clinical 

Scientist, Radiation Protection Service, University Hospitals. Birmingham. 

JON McKINLEY, 2002, french horn, piano. Ulster Youth Orchestra. BA, Music and Drama, 

Manchester; Audio Engineering Diploma, Liverpool; PGCE, OU. French Horn Tutor, 
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SEELB; Symphonic Brass, BELB.  Brass Tutor, Crawfordsburn Primary School. Own 

Brass Ensemble. Freelance trumpet, local bands. Solo (JBR Project), various events. 

CHRIS McLAUGHLIN, 2002, trumpet. BA, Media Arts, Plymouth; MA, TV Production, 

Bournemouth. Producer/director (documentaries), Channel 4. 

 

GARETH PROCTOR, 2002, flute, piano. BMus, QUB. Teaches music, Bangor Academy 

and Sixth Form College. 

 

MICHAEL WATTS, 2002, clarinet. MA, International Business; MSc, PhD, Economics, 

Edinburgh. Senior Teaching Fellow, Economics, Edinburgh. 

 

MATTHEW WILSON, 2002, trumpet. MEng, PhD. Irish international Triathlete/Duathlete 

2005-08. Research Fellow, Drug Delivery, School of Pharmacy, QUB. 

 

ANDREW COWAN, 2003, flute. MA (Cantab), Theology & Religious Studies; MPhil 

(Cantab), New Testament Studies. Robinson College. Plans music in West London 

church. UCCF student work incl four main London conservatoires. 

 

HILL GASTON, 2003, flute. BSc, Economics with International Development, Bath. 

Investment Consultant. 

 

RICHARD GRAHAM, 2003, guitar. BSc, Music Technology, QUB; MMus, PhD, UU. 

Instrumental Tutor, BGS 2005-07; Assistant Professor of Music and Technology, 

Stevens Institute of Technology, USA. http://rickygraham.net/richardgraham_cv.pdf 

 

JONATHAN HEGAN, 2003, trombone, Gryphon Consort. BA, Accounting and Economics; 

MBA, Glasgow. Strategic branding, Melbourne. Financial Consultant in Transformational 

Change, London. 

 

MARK JOHNSTON, 2003, flute, piano. BMus, QUB. Educational manager for Dawsons 

Music, specialising in the provision of music networks for schools. 

 

SAM JOHNSTON, 2003, french horn. BMus, (Tonmeister), University of Surrey. Anglican 

deacon. 
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ANDREW KITCHEN, 2003, ATCL, Trumpet, at school. Ulster Youth Orchestra. BMus, 

First Class Honours, (Tonmeister), Surrey. Recording engineer, Abbey Road Studios. 

Actuary, Belfast.  

 

STEPHEN REA, 2003, trumpet. BA, Glasgow Caledonian. Management Consultant, 

Dubai.  

 

PHILIP VANCE, 2003, oboe. BA, Modern Languages, Durham. Student minister, Euston 

Church, London. 

 

EDWARD BOAL, 2004, oboe. LLB Solicitors' Exempting, Northumbria. Media & 

technology lawyer, acts for a couple of record labels & artists, Bristol. 

 

BEN DAWSON, 2004, trumpet, piano. Ulster Youth Orchestra. NI Young Musician of the 

Year, 2001. BMus, Trinity College of Music, London. Peripatetic Teacher, Junior Brass 

Band Leader, Camden Music Service, London. Freelance player incl London Sinfonia, 

Colchester Symphony Orchestra, South London Jazz Orchestra, Prime Time Jazz 

Orchestra. Guest soloist with Limerick Symphony Orchestra. 

 

GARETH GARDNER, 2004, bagpipes. BA, Music & Traditional Music, Royal Scottish 

Academy of Music & Drama, Glasgow. Performed with SNO. Played in Glasgow Royal 

Concert Hall, Usher Hall Edinburgh, Balmoral Castle for Prince of Wales, Guards Chapel, 

London. Mainstream music teacher, organised/presented workshops in mainstream and 

special needs schools. Infantry Soldier, British Army.  Performs at ceremonial events for 

HMF, most recently 70th Anniversary, WW2 Commemorations Arnhem, Normandy. 

 

ADAM SMYTH, 2004, clarinet. BA, Criminology, Sheffield Hallam. Video Editor, 

Whitenoise Studios, Belfast 

 

MICHAEL WALTERS, 2004, trombone, Gryphon Consort. Ulster Youth Orchestra. 

 

JASON BLANC, 2005, euphonium. BSc, Physiotherapy, UU. Physiotherapist, South 

Eastern Trust. 
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MICHAEL HOWLETTE, 2005, percussion. Ulster Youth Orchestra. 

 

DAVID McCORMICK, 2005, viola, piano. MMath, MSc, PhD; Warwick. Research Fellow in 

Mathematics, University of Sussex. 

TIM PARKER, 2005, trumpet. MEng, Mechanical Engineering, Bristol; PGCE, Secondary 

Design & Technology, UWE. Head of DT, St Bedes, Bristol. DT/ICT teacher, Hong Kong. 

Lead trumpet, 4 yrs, Bristol Uni Big Band. Own 10-piece band DUBBED OVER, 

manager/songwriter. Played with George Ezra, Dr Meaker, Primal Scream on main stage, 

Brisfest 2013. 

 

PATRICK BAIRD, 2006, percussion. Ulster Youth Orchestra. Member, KOWALSKI. 

 http://kowalski.bandcamp.com/ 

 

GARY BEGGS, 2006, percussion. Ulster Youth Orchestra. BMus, Trinity College of Music, 

London. Drum/Percussion Chair, ‘The Blues Brothers’, West End. London. Percussion 

tutor with SEMC. Member, function bands, NI. 

 

ADAM McCLURE, 2006, french horn. Principal Horn, Ulster Youth Orchestra. 

 

COLIN McILHAGGA, 2006, trumpet. Ulster Youth Orchestra. Principal Trumpet, Ulster 

Youth Chamber Orchestra. 

 

EDUARD ZATRIQI,  2006, clarinet, piano. BMus, First Class Honours; MA, Composition; 

PGCE, (Irish Medium Education); PhD, (School of Creative Arts); QUB. 

 

OMAR ZATRIQI,  2006, clarinet, piano. BMus, First Class Honours; MA, Composition; 

PGCE, (Irish Medium Education); PhD, (School of Creative Arts); QUB. 

 

CONNOR GIBSON, 2007, flute. MA, History, Aberdeen. Civil Servant, HM Inspector of 

Health and Safety, Aberdeen. 

MATT IRWIN, 2007, clarinet. Royal Irish Regiment (Territorial Army) Band. BA (Oxon), 

Biological Sciences, New College. Royal Navy Warfare Officer, Lieutenant & Navigating 

Officer. 
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RICHARD THOMPSON, 2007, flute. BSc, Business Information Technology, QUB. 

Consultant, PwC, Belfast / London.  

 

KEVIN BAIRD, 2008. Member, TWO DOOR CINEMA CLUB (bass, synths, backing 

vocals). http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Two_Door_Cinema_Club 

 

SAM HALLIDAY, 2008. Member, TWO DOOR CINEMA CLUB (lead guitar, backing 

vocals). http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Two_Door_Cinema_Club 

 

RORY INGHAM, 2008, ATCL, Trombone, at school. Ulster Youth Orchestra. BSc, 

Biomedical Science, QUB; LTCL. Member, Templemore Brass Band. Medical student, 

QUB. 

 

PHILIP KENNEDY, 2008, voice, piano, clarinet. BA (Cantab), Music, Gonville and Caius 

College. Tenor Choral Scholarship. Studying for Anglican priesthood, St Stephen's House, 

Oxford. 

 

TWO DOOR CINEMA CLUB, 2008, Alex Trimble, Kevin Baird and Sam Halliday, formed 

2007, Mus Dept. Appeared Glastonbury several times, headlined O2 Arena, world tour. 

  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Two_Door_Cinema_Club 

 

PATRICK THOMPSON, 2008. Member, REND COLLECTIVE, contemporary Christian 

Band. Recording  Contracts: EMI/Thankyou music; Capitol Records and Integrity Music. 

Considerable UK & USA profile; Sell-out tours: UK, Europe, USA, Canada, Hong Kong.  

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rend_Collective  

 

ALEX TRIMBLE, 2008. Member, TWO DOOR CINEMA CLUB (vocals, rhythm guitar, 

beats, synths). http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Two_Door_Cinema_Club 

 

DANIEL WATTS, 2009, Music, York. Freelance trumpeter and teacher. 

 

JAMES BAILLIE, 2011, clarinet. 

 

MARK BYERS, 2011, trumpet. BMus. EMS/Dawson's, Bangor.   
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DAVID GIBSON, 2011, ATCL, Piano, at school. Royal Northern College of Music, The 

Stella Bradshaw Award for Accompaniment, 2014; Winner, The Concerto Competition, 

2014; will perform Ravel’s Piano Concerto in G with RNCM Symphony Orchestra, 2015. 

Founding member of SOUNDSCAPES of SOUTH AFRICA, dedicated to performing native 

and classical music. Residency, Kingston International Arts Festival, 2014. 

 

RORY MAWHINNEY, 2011, euphonium. BSc, QUB. 

 

MICHAEL McCOMB, 2014, ATCL, Trumpet; LTCL, Piano, at school. 
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THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT ARCHIVE 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

 

“Let us remember all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light” 

The Bidding 
Carol Services 

 

“Then a woman said,  

"Speak to us of Joy and Sorrow."  

And he answered:  

“.... the selfsame well from which your laughter rises was oftentimes filled with your tears.  

Is not the cup that holds your wine the very cup that was burned in the potter's oven?  

And is not the lute that soothes your spirit the very wood that was hollowed with knives? 

When you are sorrowful look again in your heart and you shall see that in truth you are 

weeping for that which has been your delight.” 

 THE PROPHET 
 Kahlil Gibran 
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IN MEMORIAM 

 

Mrs JEAN SAVAGE was Trumpet Tutor in Bangor Grammar from September 1991 until 

her death in February 2003. 

 

Jean was the consummate musician and teacher. Her standards were high and her 

methods thorough. As a teacher her aim was that each of her pupils achieved his potential 

and the examination results of her work are listed in detail elsewhere in the archive. 

 

Examination results were not her only interest as Jean showed interest in everything her 

pupils were doing within and without school. She saw each as an individual and was 

interested in the complete person. 

 

Jean Savage was held in the highest possible regard not only by her Music Department 

colleagues but also by her students, as witnessed by the many who attended her funeral. 

 

Bangor Grammar School benefitted from her life and talents and became a poorer place 

without her. 

 

An appreciation of Jean Savage, written by Jonathan Rea, is in the Archive Main 

Document on page 196. 

 

JEAN SAVAGE, LTCL.  

RIP 

IAFH, September 2015  
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IN MEMORIAM 

ANDREW KELLY left Bangor Grammar School in 1974. Apart from academic life, he 

loved music, I particularly remember his passion for Pachelbel’s ‘Canon’, playing the piano 

and singing. He contributed to the fledgling Music Department and took his O-Level GCE 

Music in 1972. In the Spring Concert, 1973, he sang the part of Wilfred Shadbolt (Head 

Jailor and Assistant Tormentor) in ‘The Yeoman of the Guard’. He was also an 

enthusiastic cross-country runner. 

He sang in the choirs of First Presbyterian Church and Bangor Parish Church and was the 

first BGS student to apply for a Music Scholarship – a Choral Scholarship at Christ’s 

College, Oxford. Whilst this application was unsuccessful, it secured him an interview 

there and he gained a place to study Law which led to his illustrious career. 

Andrew was suffering from cancer and was recovering from treatment when he died 

suddenly from natural causes the day after being discharged from hospital. 

He was as academic, witty and articulate. Never reluctant to express his opinions, no 

matter how much these may have conflicted with those of his hearers but he did so with 

charm and, more often than not, a friendly smile. 

The school was represented at his Memorial Service in Bangor Abbey. The piano was 

played by David Gibson, U6 and the School Song was sung. IAFH, December 2014 

THOMAS ANDREW KELLY 
 “April 3, 2011, peacefully, at home in London, younger son of the late Rea and Jack Kelly. 
Greatly loved and deeply mourned by family and friends. Thanksgiving Service (following 
private interment at Clandeboye Cemetery, Bangor) in Bangor Abbey at 12.30 p.m. on 
Wednesday 27th April 2011 and also a Thanksgiving Service at the Temple Church, Fleet 
Street, London at 17.45 on Thursday 19th May 2011. Donations (in lieu of flowers) to the 
Northern Ireland Children`s Hospice, 18 O`Neill Road, Newtownabbey, BT36 6WB.” 

‘Belfast Telegraph’, 16/04/2011 
“FTB SADDENED BY DEATH OF ANDREW KELLY QC 
The Chambers of Robin Purchas QC are deeply saddened by the death of Andrew Kelly 
QC. 
Andrew Kelly joined Chambers (then 2 Harcourt Buildings) in 1980. He had been called to 
the Bar of England & Wales in 1978, and subsequently the Bar of Northern Ireland in 
1982. He was appointed Queen’s Counsel in 2000. Throughout his career he practised in 
planning, local government and parliamentary law – being consistently rated among the 
top Silks in these fields. 
 

He will be greatly missed by members and staff of the Chambers of Robin Purchas QC.” 
http://www.ftb.eu.com/2011-news/ftb-saddened-by-death-of-andrew-kelly-qc.asp 

 

THOMAS ANDREW KELLY, QC, MA (Oxon) 

RIP 
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IN MEMORIAM 

GARY CLEGG left Bangor Grammar in 1976 and throughout his years at the school 

played the fullest possible part in the life of the Music Department as a singer and horn 

player.  

As a boy, his name frequently and regularly appeared in concert programmes, for the first 

time in the Spring Concert, 1971 - as a soloist in Buxtehude’s ‘Jesu, Joy and Treasure’ 

and as a Tenor Horn player in the Wind Ensemble. He had a beautiful treble voice and the 

following year, together with David Feherty and Leonard Woods, sang the ‘Pie Jesu’ solo 

 during the main work, Faure’s ‘Requiem’. 

He moved from Tenor Horn to become one of the School’s first two French Horn players 

and played this instrument for his Music Practicals, O-Level, 1974 and A-Level, 1976. He 

also passed a number of Associated Board Theory, Piano and French Horn examinations. 

Gary was also a keen and successful sportsman, a member of a wide family circle with 

deep roots and active interests in the Arts and Sport and in Bangor Grammar School in all 

its guises.  

His manner was always genial with a ready smile. I remember him in BGS with great 

warmth. 

After a long battle with Multiple Sclerosis Gary died in May 2010.   

 IAFH, December 2014 

 

GARY JOHN CLEGG 
“May 22, 2010, peacefully, at Stewart Memorial House, late of Maxwell Road, Bangor, 
dearly-loved husband of Judith and much-loved father of Rachael, Andrew and Charlie. 
Service in Hamilton Road Presbyterian Church on Friday at 11.00 a.m. Funeral afterwards 
to Clandeboye Cemetery. Family flowers only please. Donations may be sent, if desired, to 
Northern Ireland Institute for the Disabled, c/o S. Clarke & Son's Bereavement Centre, 64 
Newtownards Road, Bangor, BT20 4DR. Will be sadly missed and lovingly remembered 
by his wife, children and all the family circle.” 

http://classifieds.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/advert/northern-ireland/family-notices/death-
notices/130988/Clegg-Gary-John-Death 

 

GARY JOHN CLEGG, BEd 

RIP 

 

 

  

http://classifieds.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/advert/northern-ireland/family-notices/death-notices/130988/Clegg-Gary-John-Death
http://classifieds.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/advert/northern-ireland/family-notices/death-notices/130988/Clegg-Gary-John-Death
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IN MEMORIAM 

 

Mr ADRIAN MORRIS, Trombone Tutor, Bangor Grammar School, 1987-1999, died 21st 

September 2015.  

 

He left BGS when he resigned from the Ulster Orchestra to join the Halle Orchestra in 

Manchester, a city where he was able to continue his love of teaching at the Royal 

Northern College of Music.  

 

A musician, trombonist, teacher and friend, he battled against his long illness the way he 

lived his life, with dignity, humour and optimism, three of the attributes he brought to his 

excellent teaching in BGS.  

 

All whose lives were enriched by knowing him in and out of BGS will remember him with 

affection and much gratitude and mourn his early death. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IAFH, September 2015  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XyMcBPAFo8E 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qW4C2h3lPac 

 

 

ADRIAN MORRIS, PPRNCM, HonFRNCM 

RIP 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XyMcBPAFo8E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qW4C2h3lPac
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Obituary 

ROYAL NORTHERN COLLEGE OF MUSIC 

ADRIAN MORRIS, a personal tribute by Professor John Miller, Head of School of Wind, 

Brass and Percussion. 

On Monday 21 September the RNCM lost a fine friend, a wonderful musician, a 

motivational tutor and leader of his students who peacefully and graciously gave up a five-

year battle with a progressive illness. 

Adrian Morris was the College’s tutor of bass trombone, beloved of all his students, 

College staff and his colleagues in the Hallé Orchestra with whom he continued to play 

until this summer. 

 

RNCM Principal Professor Linda Merrick awards Adrian Morris with Fellowship of the RNCM in June 2015 

His musical background was cultivated in his native Shropshire, where he was attracted to 

the brass bands and local orchestras which were enriched by both his exceptional talent 

and an infectious gregarious nature. This led to study at the RNCM from 1983 -1987 

where he picked up the most prestigious awards available at that time. Further study, 

supported by a Countess of Munster Award, was short-lived because he was snapped up 

by the Ulster Orchestra, where he worked hard and played hard for 11 years. A further 

prize of this era was a bright-eyed local cornet player, his wife Carole, the love of his life. 

These formative years were greatly influenced by the brass band world, where his playing 

in the televised Granada Band of the Year competition led to some celebrity, still 

remembered and admired by many. He was a member of The Leyland, Desford Colliery 

and the Foden’s bands, the best of the day, and was taught a great deal about 

professional protocol by Howard Snell, Head of Brass at RNCM and conductor of Foden’s, 

who not only knew everything about the music business, but cannily earmarked many  

young musicians who would make it to the top, many working in RNCM today. 
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Adrian, known to all as Benny, returned to Manchester and the Hallé in 1999 and soon 

joined the staff of the College where he had studied with Nev Roberts, Terry Nagle and a 

young Peter Gane. This was, in its day, one of the best departments on this planet. Benny 

matured into an outstanding orchestral player. He was considered equally famous as the 

long line of notable Hallé solo trombones as the foundation of the brass section, who kept 

everyone around him in tune; high integrity, beautifully balanced. 

This professional integrity extended to his teaching, and he was unfailingly a wonderful 

role model to young players. Benny was an uncomplicated man, but was a stickler for 

detail, whether the subject matter was steam trains, Indian food, high quality ale or the 

idiosyncrasies of the orchestral conductor. I quote one short anecdote to conclude – two 

years ago I was searching for a new international tutor of trombone for RNCM. Benny 

suggested a highly busy and charismatic Hungarian called Zoltan Kiss, a member of 

Mnozil Brass. My reaction was that Zoltan would be too busy and Benny would have no 

chance – you can guess what the outcome was! 

We soon bid farewell to one of the real personalities of the brass world. Benny’s funeral is 

on Thursday October 1 at 12pm, St Mark’s Church, Worsley M28 2WH. He leaves a 

remarkable legacy behind him. 

http://www.rncm.ac.uk/news/adrian-morris-tribute/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.rncm.ac.uk/news/adrian-morris-tribute/
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Obituary 

THE HALLE ORCHESTRA  

'BENNY' 1965-2015 

The Halle would like to dedicate this evening's performance of Mahler's Sixth Symphony to 
ADRIAN 'BENNY' MORRIS who, two weeks ago, lost his battle against a long illness. 
 
Adrian, or Benny as he was known to everyone, was a proud Shropshire Lad. He started 
playing in local bands at an early age, going on to study at the Royal Northern College of 
Music, where he completed his graduate course in 1987  He then took a postgraduate 
year at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama. 
 
During his time of study he was a popular member of the Leyland Band and Desford 
Colliery Band, developing a close working relationship with conductor/arranger Howard 
Snell. All through his professional life as an orchestral musician Benny maintained a strong 
practical link with the band movement and developed lifelong friendships which never 
faded. 
 
In 1988 Benny joined the Ulster Orchestra, sitting alongside Ewan Easton and Andy 
Berryman, all three players eventually joining the Halle.  It was in Ulster, while 
moonlighting with a local brass band, that he met his future wife Carole; they married in 
Florida and have remained inseparable. Carole has been a regular Halle concert-goer and 
has accompanied us on many foreign tours. Whilst in Ulster, Benny honed his passion for 
teaching and helped to develop many young Ulster trombonists. 
 

Benny joined the Halle in 1999 and was appointed tutor of bass trombone at the RNCM 
shortly after arriving back in the North-West.   
 
In June this year he was awarded a Fellowship by the RNCM. 
 
Benny's astonishingly positive outlook and humour in the face of the incredible challenges 
his illness brought him over the past five years have been an inspiration to us all.  It's fitting 
that he is remembered in connection with the symphony tonight. Benny was a big Mahler 
fan and we know he would have loved to have been here to play tonight.  
 
He is missed by the Orchestra as a player, colleague and friend and will be remembered 

with great fondness and affection. 

 

The Bridgewater Hall, Manchester, Thursday 8 October 2015  
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IN MEMORIAM 

LEONARD WOODS left BGS after taking his A-Levels in 1977, having joined Connor 

House in P7 in September 1969. He died after a life marked by two periods of serious 

illness which he overcame before his final long sickness with serious heart problems and 

much surgery.  

As someone I met during our mutual first year in BGS environs and who was part of much 

of his music-making both in and out of school, I remember him fondly not only as a fine 

musician and music-lover but also as a kind, humorous, generous, good-natured and 

thoroughly good person. 

He was a singer, pianist and a trombonist and his musicianship showed in all his musical 

life. His name appears frequently elsewhere in the Archive and its Appendices and he 

sang as a treble in the Choir of First Presbyterian Church and as a bass in the Bangor 

Parish Church Choir. His later membership of Cooke Centenary Presbyterian and St 

Peter’s CoI Choirs under Stephen Hamill’s directorship nurtured his keen interest in church 

organs in their various guises.  

It is as a trombonist I remember his sense of mischief. At a Spring Concert I announced 

him and his trombone solo, I think a movement from the Rimsky-Korsakov Trombone 

Concerto, Leonard did not appear. After a few seconds someone went running to find him 

and eventually he came into the Assembly Hall, a little out of breath, and he smiled, then 

played beautifully. I understood later that, contrary to school rules, a readily available 

relaxant, sold in packets of twenty, may have played a part in his delayed arrival. 

Leonard was to tell me much later in life that he had never really wanted to play the 

trombone. When applying for instrumental tuition, boys were asked to name their preferred 

instruments; tutors tried them on these instruments first and, if embouchure, physique, etc 

was good, they were offered tuition on these. His form said “trombone”, everything was 

good, his trombone career included passing Associated Board Grade 8 and playing the 

instrument for his ‘O’ and ‘A’-Level Music Practicals, so what was wrong? He told me that, 

as a ten year-old, he thought the long, black thing, held straight from the mouth was a 

“trombone” and didn’t tell anyone of his misunderstanding. Leonard, the would-be 

clarinettist, the successful trombonist. 

Of his humour: somewhere I keep a large Christmas card which Leonard sent me years 

ago. On its seasonal but secular front it says: “It's that time of year again and we all know 

what that means" – open the card and read: "Bells, Bills and Balls!"  Enough said. 

People often write and say such lovely things about the dead, often much exaggerated, 

but this is not the case with Leonard. About him nothing can be overstated. He was a 
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gentle gentleman who talked a lot yet lived by the rule “if you can’t say something good 

about someone, say nothing”. 

Like so many people, life was enriched by knowing Leonard and we were proud to call him 

“friend”. I admired him greatly, not least during these past two years or so when we so ill 

and we exchanged emails which often  included some photos and links to music we 

though the other would like. During all this he remained optimistic, we talked about him 

coming to Spain for a rest when he was sufficiently well and he told me that he talked to 

his nurses about this, full of hope. He wrote just as I recall him speaking. 

He enjoyed success professionally in the world of banking and his computer expertise saw 

him become his bank group’s manager of the software engineering section, travel within 

the UK and took him to the Isle of Man frequently on business.  

Happily he saw his family successful in life; his wife, Hilary, as Principal of Antrim 

Grammar School, his daughter Carol, a physics teacher in England, and his sons at home 

where Simon was Head Boy in RBAI, 2015-2016 and Mark who has already had success 

in musical theatre. He was a justifiably proud husband and father. 

To them, his twin sister and other sisters, and the wider family I sympathise in their 

sadness, rejoice in his life and find solace that he is no longer ill.  IAFH, July 2016 

LEONARD ALEXANDER HUNTER WOODS 
20 April 1959 - 5th July, 2016 
“July 5, 2016, peacefully, at home, much-loved husband of Hilary, devoted father to Carol, 
Simon, Mark and a loving and much-loved brother to Cecily, Jennifer, Pauline and 
Rosemary.  
Funeral Service in St. Peter's Parish Church, Antrim Road, Belfast, on Friday at 1.30 p.m., 
followed by committal in Roselawn Crematorium at 4.30 p.m.  
No flowers please. Donations in lieu, if desired, to Respiratory Centre Belfast City Hospital, 
c/o Bobby Morrison Funeral Directors, 38 Hillsborough Road, Lisburn, BT28 1AQ.  
Very deeply regretted by the entire family circle and all his friends.  
At peace.” http://www.funeraltimes.com/leonard-alexander-hunterwoods466714772 
 
“It is with immense sadness that we have learned of the death of Leonard, loving husband 
of Hilary, our Principal, colleague and friend and wonderful father of Carol, Simon and 
Mark.  
Our love and prayers are with Hilary, Carol, Simon, Mark and the whole family at this very 
sad time.  
Remembered by the Governors, Staff, Pupils and Parents of Antrim Grammar School.” 

http://www.funeraltimes.com/leonard-alexander-hunterwoods466714772 

 
LEONARD ALEXANDER HUNTER WOODS, BSc 

RIP 
 

http://www.funeraltimes.com/leonard-alexander-hunterwoods466714772
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BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL  

THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT ARCHIVE 

THE GRYPHON CONSORT, BANGOR GRAMMAR SCHOOL, 

1989-1999 

 

PUBLIC APPEARANCES, REPERTOIRE and MEMBERSHIP 

 

“And if you sing though as angels,  

and love not the singing,  

you muffle man's ears  

to the voices of the day  

and the voices of the night. 

 THE PROPHET 
 Kahlil Gibran 

 

 

PUBLIC APPEARANCES 
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St G’s – St George’s Parish Church, High Street, Belfast 

Date Place Event Introit Res Canticles Anthem Final Res 

1989               

26.N
ov 

St G's Evensong 
The Lord's 
delight 

Ayle
ward 

Noble in B 
min 

Hear my prayer - 
Mendelssohn 

said 

17.D
ec 

St G's Evensong A tender shoot 
Rea
ding 

Walmisley in 
D min 

Hosanna to the 
Son - Gibbons 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

1990               

21.Ja
n 

St G's Evensong 
O praise the 
Lord 

Rea
ding 

Sumsion in G 
SATB 

Almighty and 
everlasting God 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

18.Fe
b 

St G's Evensong 
O Lord support 
us 

Near
y 

Noble in B 
min 

Give us the wings 
of faith 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

18.M
ar 

St G's Evensong 
Ave ver - Elgar 
& Lent Prose 

Ayle
ward 

Dyson in F Ave Maria 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

08.Ap
r 

St G's Evensong 
Deliver me & 
Lent Prose 

Plain
song 

Gibbons Short Crucifixus 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

22.Ap
r 

St G's Evensong We wait for thy 
Near
y 

Dyson in D Greater Love 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

20.M
ay 

St G's Evensong 
O quam 
gloriosum 

Rea
ding 

Walmisley in 
D min 

O thou the central 
orb 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

10.Ju
n 

St G's Evensong 
A Gaelic 
Blessing 

San
ders 

Sumsion in G 
SATB 

Give us the wings 
of faith 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

St Paul's Cathedral, London         

30.Ju
l 

  Evensong   
Near
y 

Dyson in D Greater Love   

31.Ju
l 

  Evensong   
San
ders 

Walmisley in 
D min 

Blessed City   

01.Au
g 

  Evensong   
Leig
hton 

Rubbra in A 
flat 

Give unto the Lord   

02.Au
g 

  Evensong   
Barr
y 

Pergolesi & 
Tone III 

O quam gloriosum   

03.Au
g 

  Evensong   
Rad
cliffe 

Howells Col 
Reg 

Like as the hart   

04.Au
g 

  Mattins   
Rea
ding 

Britten Fest 
TD & Jub in C 

Zadok the priest   

18.Se
p 

St G's Evensong 
Open thou mine 
eyes 

San
ders 

Pergolesi & 
Tone III 

Blessed City 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

21.O
ct 

St G's Evensong 
O praise the 
Lord 

Cluc
as 

Howells Col 
Reg 

Zadok the priest 
Festal, 
Naylor 

18.N
ov 

St G's Evensong 
The Lord's 
delight 

Leig
hton 

Sumsion in G 
+ Antiphon 

Jubilate in C - 
Britten 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

16.D
ec 

St G's Evensong 
E'en so Lord 
Jesus 

Ayle
ward 

Walmisley in 
D min 

This is the record 
of John 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

1991               

13.Ja
n 

St G's Evensong 
Almighty and 
everlasting God 

Smit
h 

Dyson in F 
Le Cantique de 
Jean Racine 

Festal, 
Naylor 

26.Fe
b 

St G's Evensong The Litany 
Smit
h 

Rubbra in A 
flat 

Faire is the 
heaven 

Festal, 
Naylor 

17.M
ar 

St G's Evensong Hy 190 
Ebd
on 

Gibbons Short 
Thou O God art 
praised in Sion 

Festal, 
Naylor 

21.Ap
r 

St G's Evensong 
This joyful 
Eastertide 

Ros
e 

Noble in B 
min 

Lo the full final Rose 

12.M
ay 

St G's Evensong 
O Lord that 
seest 

Smit
h 

Stanford in B 
flat 

O clap your hands 
- RVW 

Festal, 
Naylor 

09.Ju
n 

St 
Gall's 

Evensong 
O praise the 
Lord 

Rea
ding 

Stanford in B 
flat 

Le Cantique de 
Jean Racine 

Festal, 
Naylor 

23.Ju
n 

St G's Evensong To thee O Lord 
Cluc
as 

Stanford in G I saw the Lord 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

22.Se
p 

St G's Evensong 
O Lorde the 
maker - Mundy 

Smit
h 

Stanford in C 
O Lorde the 
maker - Joubert 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

20.O
ct 

St G's Evensong 
Let all mortal 
flesh  

Ayle
ward 

Harwood in A 
flat 

Justorum animae 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

24.N
ov 

St G's Evensong 
The Lord's 
delight 

San
ders 

Dyson in D 
E'en so Lord 
Jesus 

Ferial, 
Naylor 
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15.D
ec 

St G's Evensong Rejoice - anon 
Smit
h 

Stanford in B 
flat 

This is the record 
of John 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

1992               

26.Ja
n 

St G's Evensong Beati quorum 
Rad
cliffe 

Sumsion in G 
SATB 

Justorum animae 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

23.Fe
b 

St G's Evensong We wait for thy  
Ros
e 

Near St Mark Blessed City Rose 

15.M
ar 

St G's Evensong O vos omnes 
Cluc
as 

Harwood in A 
flat 

Lo the full final 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

26.Ap
r 

St G's Evensong Like as the hart 
Leig
hton 

Howells Col 
Reg 

Te Deum - Col 
Reg 

Festal, 
Naylor 

17.M
ay 

St G's Evensong Crucifixus 
Smit
h 

Gibbons Short 
Faire is the 
heaven 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

28.Ju
n 

St G's Evensong To thee O Lord 
Cluc
as 

Dyson in F 
E'en so Lord 
Jesus 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

St Paul's Cathedral, London         

27.Ju
l 

  Evensong   
Cluc
as 

Harwood in A 
flat 

Thou O God art 
praised in Sion 

  

28.Ju
l 

  Evensong   
Leig
hton 

Noble in B 
min 

I saw the Lord   

29.Ju
l 

  Evensong   
Near
y 

Near St Mark 
Strengthen ye the 
weak 

  

30.Ju
l 

  Evensong   
Rad
cliffe 

Stanford in G Lo the full final   

31.Ju
l 

  Evensong   
Ros
e 

Dyson in D Blessed City   

23.Au
g 

St G's Mattins To thee O Lord 
Rad
cliffe 

Howells Col 
Reg T D & 
Jub 

E'en so Lord 
Jesus 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

20.Se
p 

St G's Evensong 
O Lord that 
seest 

Leig
hton 

Dyson in D 
Strengthen ye the 
weak 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

18.O
ct 

St G's Evensong 
O Lord look 
down from 
heaven 

Cluc
as 

Stanford in A 
O Lorde the 
maker - Joubert 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

08.N
ov 

St G's Evensong 
Justorum 
animae 

Rad
cliffe 

Gray in A Greater Love 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

13.D
ec 

St G's Evensong 
E'en so Lord 
Jesus 

Near
y 

Howells Col 
Reg 

This is the record 
of John 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

1993               

17.Ja
n 

St G's Evensong 
Almighty and 
everlasting God 

Ayle
ward 

Noble in B 
min 

Zadok the priest 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

28.Fe
b 

St G's Evensong 
Hear my prayer 
- Purcell 

Plain
song 

Gibbons Short 
Hear my prayer - 
Mendelssohn 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

14.M
ar 

St G's Evensong 
God so loved 
the world 

Ebd
on 

Tallis F-B Ave Maria 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

25.Ap
r 

St G's Evensong 
I am the 
resurrection 

Smit
h 

Stanford in G 
Blessed be the 
God 

Festal, 
Naylor 

09.M
ay 

St G's Evensong I know my soul 
Ayle
ward 

Parry in D 
My soul there is a 
country 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

20.Ju
n 

St G's Evensong 
Hail gladdening 
light 

Rad
cliffe 

Near St Mark 
The Spirit of the 
Lord 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

02.Ju
l 

St G's Evensong The Litany 
Cluc
as 

Noble in B 
min 

E'en So & Le 
Cantique 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

12.Se
p 

St G's Evensong I know my soul 
Cluc
as 

Dyson in F 
O Lord that seest 
from  

Ferial, 
Naylor 

10.O
ct 

St G's Evensong 
Expectans 
expectavi 

Moor
e 

Sumsion in G 
SATB 

I was glad 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

14.N
ov 

St G's Evensong Save us O Lord 
Smit
h 

Murrill in E O how glorious 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

12.D
ec 

St G's Evensong Rejoice - anon 
Ebd
on 

Noble in B 
min + 
Antiphon 

E'en so Lord 
Jesus 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

        
1994               

09.Ja
n 

St G's Epiphany Carol Service         
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30.Ja
n 

St G's Evensong 
When to the 
temple 

Rea
ding 

Rubbra in A 
flat 

Blessed City 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

13.M
ar 

St G's Evensong 
Hear my prayer 
- Purcell 

Rad
cliffe 

Purcell in G 
min 

O God thou art my 
God 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

17.Ap
r 

St G's Evensong 
My beloved 
spake 

Leig
hton 

Dyson in D 
Te lucis ante 
terminum 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

15.M
ay 

St G's Evensong Geistliches Lied 
Moor
e 

Stanford in A Insanae et vanae 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

12.Ju
n 

St G's Evensong As truly as God 
Ros
e 

Howells 
Gloucester 

Hymn of the 
Cherubim 

Festal, 
Naylor 

St George's Chapel, Windsor         

31.Ju
l 

  Evensong   
Ayle
ward 

Noble in B 
min 

Blessed city   

31.Ju
l 

  Eucharist 
Ave verum - 
Elgar 

N/A 
Haydn Little 
Organ Mass 

N/A   

31.Ju
l 

  Mattins   
San
ders 

Howells Col 
Reg Jubilate 

N/A   

St Paul's Cathedral, London         

01.Au
g 

  Evensong   
Cluc
as 

Sumsion in G 
SATB 

Le Cantique de 
Jean Racine 

  

02.Au
g 

  Evensong   
Rad
cliffe 

Murrill in E 
Te lucis ante 
terminum 

  

03.Au
g 

  Evensong   
Leig
hton 

Howells 
Gloucester 

Geistliches Lied   

04.Au
g 

  Evensong   
Moor
e 

Stanford in A 
My soul there is a 
country 

  

05.Au
g 

  Evensong   
Ros
e 

Dyson in D Lo the full final   

11.Se
p 

St G's Evensong 
Hail gladdening 
light 

Moor
e 

Stanford in G 
Thou O God art 
praised in Sion 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

16.O
ct 

St G's Evensong 
O Lord support 
us 

Rea
ding 

Howells 
Gloucester 

Hail Gladdening 
light 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

20.N
ov 

St G's Evensong To thee O Lord 
Picc
olo 

Wood Col 
Reg 

I waited for the 
Lord 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

18.D
ec 

St G's Evensong Dixit Maria 
Ebd
on 

Dyson in F + 
Antiphon 

Ave Maria 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

1995               

08.Ja
n 

St G's Epiphany Carol Service       
Ferial, 
Naylor 

12.Fe
b 

St G's Evensong 
A hymn to the 
Mother of God 

Smit
h 

Kelly in C Like as the hart 
Festal, 
Naylor 

12.M
ar 

St G's Evensong 
God so loved 
the world 

Moor
e 

Noble in B 
minor 

Strengthen ye the 
weak 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

02.Ap
r 

St G's Evensong 
I am the 
resurrection 

Byrd Tallis F-B Funeral Ikos 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

07.M
ay 

St G's Evensong 
This joyful 
Eastertide 

Ayle
ward 

Dyson in D 
Blessed be the 
God 

Festal, 
Naylor 

25.Ju
n 

St G's Evensong 
My beloved 
spake 

Picc
olo 

Near St Mark I saw the Lord 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

17.Se
p 

St G's Evensong 
O come ye 
servants  

Moor
e 

Brewer in D 
Thou O God art 
praised in Sion 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

15.O
ct 

St G's Evensong 
Give us the 
wings of faith 

Ros
e  

Murrill in E 
O thou the central 
orb 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

22.O
ct 

  
Royal Hotel, Ecumennical 
Service, The Irish Association 

          

19.N
ov 

St G's Evensong 
O Lord that 
seest 

Ayle
ward 

Stanford in C O how glorious 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

17.D
ec 

St G's Evensong Rejoice - anon 
Ebd
on 

Noble in B 
min + 
Antiphon  

This is the record 
of John 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

        
1996               

07.Ja
n 

St Martin's Church, Belfast, Epiphany Carol Service     

31.Ja
n 

St G's Recital           
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04.Fe
b 

St G's Evensong From the rising 
Leig
hton 

Dyson in F 
When to the 
temple Mary went 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin         

17.Fe
b 

  Evensong N/A 
Rad
cliffe 

Howells 
Gloucester 

Like as the hart   

18.Fe
b 

  Evensong N/A 
Moor
e 

Dyson in D Funeral Ikos   

18.Fe
b 

  Eucharist Hy 335 ICH N/A 
Haydn Little 
Organ Mass 

O Nata Lux   

03.M
ar 

St M's 
B'sillan 

Evensong I know my soul 
Rad
cliffe 

Noble in B 
minor 

My soul there is a 
country 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

24.M
ar 

St G's Evensong Ave Maria Byrd Gibbons Short Lo the full final Drop drop 

21.Ap
r 

St G's Evensong 
This joyful 
Eastertide 

Smit
h 

Dyson in D 
Blessed be the 
God 

Festal, 
Naylor 

26.M
ay 

St G's Evensong 
How beautiful 
upon 

Rad
cliffe 

Brewer in E 
flat 

The Wilderness 
Festal, 
Naylor 

16.Ju
n 

St G's Evensong 
Let all mortal 
flesh 

Picc
olo 

Howells 
Gloucester 

For lo I raise up 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

15.Se
p 

St G's Evensong 
O Lord support 
us all the day 

Ayle
ward 

Sumsion in G 
(SATB) 

I saw the Lord 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

Nov St G's Eucharist 
Ave verum - 
Elgar 

  
Little Organ 
Mass - Haydn 

    

15.D
ec 

St G's Evensong Rejoice - anon Byrd 
Noble in B 
minor 

This is the record 
of John 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

1997               

5 Jan 
1997 

St Mark's, Ballysillan, Belfast, Epiphany Carol Service     

Jan 
1997 

St G's Epiphany Carol Service         

09.Fe
b 

St G's Evensong O nata lux 
Smit
h 

Dyson in D 
Gloria - Missa 
Brevis - Kodaly 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

16.M
ar 

St G's Evensong 
Drop drop slow - 
Gibbons 

Ebd
on 

Gibbons Short Nolo mortem 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

20.Ap
r 

St G's Evensong 
This joyful 
Eastertide 

Moor
e 

Stanford in C 
Blessed be the 
God 

Festal, 
Naylor 

18.M
ay 

St G's Evensong 
Open thou mine 
eyes 

Rad
cliffe 

Rubbra in A 
flat 

Hear my prayer - 
Mendelssohn 

Festal, 
Naylor 

15.Ju
n 

St G's Evensong Ubi caritas 
Picc
olo 

Dyson in D 
Le Cantique de 
Jean Racine 

Festal, 
Naylor 

21.Se
p 

St G's Evensong 
Save us O Lord 
waking 

Ros
e 

Sumsion in G 
(SATB) 

They that go down 
to the sea 

Fest Rose 

19.O
ct 

St G's Eucharist 
I know my soul 
hath power 

  
Mass in G - 
Schubert 

    

16.N
ov 

St G's Evensong 
A Hymn to the 
Virgin 

Rea
ding 

Howells 
Gloucester 

Faire is the 
heaven 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

07.D
ec 

St G's Evensong 
Ave Maria - 
Parsons 

Leig
hton 

Howells Col 
Reg 

E'en so Lord 
Jesus 

Cherry-
Tree 

1998               

11.Ja
n 

St G's Epiphany Carol Service         

15.Fe
b 

St G's Evensong 
My soul there is 
a country 

Rad
cliffe 

Stanford in B 
flat 

I was glad 
Festal, 
Naylor 

15.M
ar 

St G's Evensong 
God so loved 
the world 

Ebd
on 

Noble in B 
minor 

Nolo mortem 
peccatoris 

Drop 

26.Ap
r 

St G's Evensong 
This joyful 
Eastertide 

Moor
e 

Dyson in D 
Blessed be the 
God 

Festal, 
Naylor 

17.M
ay 

St G's Evensong 
Kyrie - 
Mendelssohn 

Ayle
ward 

Dyson in F 
Choral & 
Geistliches Lied - 
Brahms 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

22.M
ay 

St Gall's, Carnalea, Recital         

21.Ju
n 

St G's Evensong 
Open thou mine 
eyes 

Smit
h 

Howells 
Gloucester 

Methinks I hear 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

20.Se
p 

St G's Evensong 
Justorum - 
Stanford 

Rad
cliffe 

Dyson in D 
They that go down 
to the sea 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

18.O
ct 

St G's Evensong 
The Lord's 
delight 

Ayle
ward 

Darke in F Save us O Lord 
Ferial, 
Naylor 
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15.N
ov 

St G's Evensong 
Agnus Dei - 
Morley 

Cluc
as 

Dyson in F Cantate Domino 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

13.D
ec 

St G's Evensong A tender shoot 
Moor
e 

Noble in B 
minor 

Rejoice - anon 
Stille 
Nacht 

1999               

10.Ja
n 

St G's Epiphany Carol Service         

21.Fe
b 

St G's Evensong 
Wherewithal 
shall a young 
man 

Rea Sumsion ATB 
Choral & 
Geistliches Lied - 
Brahms 

Drop drop 
slow tears 

21.M
ar 

St G's Evensong Dixit Maria 
Ebd
on 

Purcell in G 
minor 

Ave Maria 
Ferial, 
Naylor 

18.Ap
r 

St G's Evensong 
This joyful 
Eastertide 

Cluc
as 

Sumsion in G 
Blessed be the 
God 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

16.M
ay 

St G's Evensong 
How beautiful 
upon 

Rea
ding 

Walmisley in 
D minor 

Cantique de Jean 
Racine 

Ferial, 
Naylor 

20.Ju
n 

St G's Evensong 
O Lord support 
us 

Moor
e 

Dyson in D 
They that go down 
to the sea 

The Lord 
bless you 
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REPERTOIRE 

COMPOSER ANTHEMS RESPONSES EVENING CANTICLES 

Alcock Wherewithal shall a young man Ayleward Brewer in D 

anon Rejoice in the Lord alway Barry Brewer in E flat 

arr Wood This joyful Eastertide Byrd Dyson in D 

Bairstow Blessed city Clucas + LP Dyson in F 

Bairstow Let all mortal flesh  Ebdon Gibbons Short 

Bairstow Save us O Lord waking Leighton Gray in A 

Balfour Gardner Te lucis ante terminum Moore Harwood in A flat 

Barry Deliver me Neary Howells Col Reg 

Barry O Lord support us Piccolo Howells Gloucester 

Batten O praise the Lord Plainsong Kelly in C 

Battishill O Lord look down from heaven Radcliffe Murrill in E 

Boyle Thou O God art praised in Sion Reading Near St Mark 

Brahms Geistliches Lied Rose Noble in B min 

Britten Jubilate in C Sanders Parry in D 

Bullock Give us the wings of faith Smith + LP (Stones) Pergolesi Magnificat 

Casals O vos omnes   Purcell in G min 

Croft I am the resurrection Litany (Plainsong) Rubbra in A flat 

Crotch Methinks I hear   Stanford in A 

Durufle Ubi caritas   Stanford in B flat 

Eccard When to the temple Mary went   Stanford in C 

Elgar Ave verum   Stanford in G 

Elgar Give unto the Lord   Sumsion in G (SATB) 

Elgar The Spirit of the Lord   Tallis F-B 

Fauré Cantique de Jean Racine   Walmisley in D min 

Finzi Lo the full final   Wood Col Reg 

Gibbons Almighty and everlasting God     

Gibbons Drop drop slow   MORNING CANTICLES 

Gibbons Hosanna to the Son   Britten Fest Te Deum 

Gibbons This is the record of John   Britten Jubilate in C 

Goldschmidt A tender shoot   Howells Col Reg Te Deum 

Hadley My beloved spake   Howells Col Reg Jubilate 

Handel Zadok the priest     

Harris Faire is the heaven   EUCHARIST 

Harris Strengthen ye the weak   Fauré Messe Basse 

Harwood O how glorious   Fauré Requiem 

Hassler Dixit Maria   Haydn Little Organ Mass 

Haydn Insanae et vanae     

Howells Like as the hart COMPOSER CAROLS 

Ireland Greater Love arr Atkins The three kings 

Joubert O Lorde the maker arr Carter A maiden most gentle 

Kodaly Gloria - Missa Brevis arr Cleobury Away in a manger 

Lotti Crucifixus arr Cleobury Cherry-Tree Carol 

Manz E'en so Lord Jesus arr Holst Personent Hodie 

Mathias As truly as God arr Ledger Chester Carol 

McKie We wait for thy arr Ledger Still, still, still 

Mendelssohn Hear my prayer arr Ledger Stille Nacht 

Mendelssohn I waited for the Lord arr Ledger Sussex Carol 
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Mendelssohn Kyrie arr Leighton O leave your sheep 

Morley Agnus Dei - Morley arr Willcocks Tomorrow shall be 

Morley Nolo mortem peccatoris Darke In the bleak mid-winter 

Mundy O Lorde the maker Gardner Tomorrow shall be 

Nares The Lord's delight Goldschmidt A tender shoot 

Ouseley From the rising Howells Here is the little door 

Parry I know my soul hath power Joubert There is no rose 

Parry I was glad Mathias A babe is born 

Parry My soul there is a country Reger Maria Wiegenlied 

Parsons Ave Maria Rosemary Smyth The Lambkin 

Pitoni Cantate Domino Tavener The Lamb 

Plainsong Lent Prose Tavener Today the Virgin 

Purcell Hear my prayer     

Purcell O God thou art my God     

Rachmaninoff Hymn of the Cherubim     

Rachmaninoff To thee O Lord     

Rutter A Gaelic Blessing     

Rutter Open thou mine eyes     

Stainer God so loved the world     

Stainer How beautiful upon     

Stainer I saw the Lord     

Stanford Beati quorum     

Stanford For lo I raise up     

Stanford Justorum animae     

Sumsion They that go down to the sea     

Tallis O nata lux     

Tavener A hymn to the Mother of God     

Tavener A Hymn to the Virgin     

Tavener Funeral Ikos     

Tye O come ye servants      

VW O clap your hands     

Vitoria O quam gloriosum     

Wesley Blessed be the God     

Wesley The Wilderness     

Wood Expectans expectavi     

Wood Hail gladdening light     

Wood O Lord that seest     

Wood O thou the central orb     
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MEMBERS INCLUDED 

Rachel Adams, Colin Adams, Neale Agnew, Gail Armstrong, Glenn Armstrong, Helen 

Armstrong, Kerry Armstrong, Jonathan Baird, Patrick Baird, Wendy Beckley, Heather 

Belshaw, Charles Bleakley, Stephen Boggs, David Brien, Neil Brittain, Simon Brown, 

Pamela Church, Brenda Claney, Gordon Claney, Mark Claney, Rebecca Coghlin, Bob 

Cotter, Adam Cowley, Dorothea Cox, Dorothy Cox, Patrick Crothers, Susan Davies-Jones, 

Gillian Ekin, John Ekin, Olive Elliott, Stephen Elliott, Laura Farmer, Peter Farrar, Gareth 

Gilkeson, Belle Gordon, Christopher Gray, Florence Haire, Ivan Haire, Shelley Haire, 

Roberta Hall, Carolyn Hamilton, Adam Harbinson, Matthew Harbinson, Jonathan Hegan, 

Harriet Jenkins, Sarah Jones, Stephen Jones, Judith Kimber, Andrew Kropl, Jonathan 

Larmour, Julie Maginnes, Alastair Majury, Michael Manogue, Niall Manogue, Christine 

McClenahan, Andrew McCloskey, Melanie McCloskey, Andrew McCroskery, Graeme 

McCullough, Faye McDermott, John McDonald, Gillian McKee, David McKnight, Mark 

McMullan, Maureen McVeigh, Alan Mitchell, Angela Moran, Christopher Moran, Stephen 

Moran, Lesley Murnin, Paul Officer, Christopher Peel, Aaron Poots, Ann Poots, Nathan 

Pope, Jonathan Rea, Natalie Robinson, Victoria Robinson, Christopher Smallwoods, 

Ashleigh Smyth, Richard Smyth, Jemma Snell, Pamela Snell, Gavin Stewart, Paul 

Thompson, Michael Thomson, Andrew Walker, Michael Walters, Jonathan Williams, 

Christopher Woods. 

MAILING LIST INCLUDED 

Mrs Barbara A Arbuthnot, Mrs P Bailey, Mr N C Beattie, Mrs Mary Brien, Mr Kenneth G C 

Burnett, Mrs Joan A E Burrows, Miss M Campbell, Mrs Jane M Cowley, Mrs Doreen E 

Garrett, Mr Robert Gibson, Mr W Gibson, Mr F R Gill, Mr & Mrs Harry Hinds, Mrs Flo 

Huggins, Mr & Mrs Victor Humphreys, Revd & Mrs Goff Mason, Mr & Mrs Jim McBride,  

Mrs D McChesney, Mrs C McCready, Mr & Mrs R H McGimpsey, Mrs Betty McIlwaine, Mr 

Wm McKinnie, Mr & Mrs E Ivan McKinty, Mr & Mrs Norman McNally, Mrs F Miller, Mr & 

Mrs Eric Milligan, Revd Canon & Mrs George A Mitchell, Mr Philip Moore, Mrs Henrietta 

Byrne Moran, Mr Brian W Parker, Mr Tom Patton (Headmaster), Mr & Mrs John W J Peel, 

Mrs E Rea, Mr & Mrs Harry C Reid, Mr John Ritchie, Mrs P Thompson. 

Apologies for any inaccuracies, omissions or other mistakes in the notes above.  
Tell me about them and they’ll be corrected. 

IAFH 
December 2014  
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THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT ARCHIVE 

TEACHING STAFF 

and 

INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 

 

 

"Speak to us of Teaching. 

And he said: 

‘No man can reveal to you aught but that which already lies half asleep in the dawning of  

our knowledge. ..... 

The teacher who walks in the shadow of the temple, among his followers, gives not of his 

wisdom but rather of his faith and his lovingness. 

If he is indeed wise he does not bid you enter the house of wisdom but rather leads you to 

the threshold of your own mind.’” 

 THE PROPHET 

 Kahlil Gibran 
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TEACHING STAFF 

APOLOGIES FOR ERRORS AND OMISSIONS 

1969 2001 HoD HUNTER IAN BA, MSc, CertEd, LTCL, LGSM 

72 76   Young Margaret GTCL 

75 76 
pt Jones Caroline CertEd, LTCL 

87 88 

77 89   Ritchie Mackie Helen BMus, DipEd, LTCL 

89 91   Agnew Neale BEd, AdDipEd, LTCL, LGSM 

91 92 pt Ritchie John CertEd, LTCL 

92 96   Kimber Judith BA, MTD, ARCM, CRE 

91 96 pt Smyth Rosemary BA, PGCE, LTCL 

96 1   

REA JONATHAN MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL 2001 2011 HoD 

10 11 Career Break 

1 2 pt Stevenson Robert BA, PGCE, ATCL (English Dept) 

1 2 pt Moore Philip BA, PGCE (Mod Lang Dept) 

1 2 pt Gordon Karen BMus, PGCE, ALCM 

2 7   Cannon Deirdre BMus, PGCE, LTCL 

3 7 pt 

Evans Buchanan Claire BEd, MA, ATCL 7 10   

10   Acting HoD 

7 9 pt Fenn Mark BA (Mus Perf) RSAMD, PGCE 

  9 1 term Evans Lucy BMus, PGCE 

11 12   Thompson Andrew BA, PGdipRWC, PGCE 

12     
O’Reilly Paul BMus, LRSM 12 13 Acting HoD 

14 15 Acting HoD 

12 13   Phillips Clare MA, PGCE 

14 15   Maxwell Jill BA 
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INSTRUMENTAL TUTORS 

APOLOGIES FOR ERRORS AND OMISSIONS 

70 71 King Christopher   Clarinet 

70 73 McIntosh David   Oboe/Bassoon 

70 76 Millen John CertEdMus Brass 

70 77 Young Margaret GTCL Flute 

71 78 Lloyd Roger   Clarinet 

71 72 Woodley Ronald 
MusB, PhilD (Oxon), GRNCM, 
ARNCM  

Clarinet 

72 74 Bedford Mr R   Oboe/Bassoon 

71 75 Caldicott Stephen   Brass 

72 78 Mitton Keith   Bassoon 

74 76 Barry* David BA, CertEd, LTCL Clarinet 

74 75 Duignan* Pat   Clarinet 

74   Jamison Mrs E     

74   Jones Caroline CertEd, LTCL   

74 79 Pickering Bill   Violin 

75 76 Cooke* Roger   Clarinet 

75 82 Dawson Robert LTCL Brass 

75 76 
Swain* Donald BA Flute 

79 91 

76 96 
Ritchie 
Mackie 

Helen BMus, PGCE, LTCL Clarinet 

76 77 Woods* Leonard  BSc Trombone 

77 78 Collins Roy   Flute 

77 87 King Anne GRSM, LRAM  Flute 

77 78 Totton Denis   Oboe & Piano 

77 78 Young Meg   Flute 

79 87 
Adams Daisy LTCL, ALCM  Piano 

90 96 

79 80 Atkinson* Stephen   Flute 

79 80 Blythe Yvonne   Oboe 

79 83 Catherwood David BMus Brass 

79 80 McCartney Karen   Brass 

79 81 Millar Charles   Bassoon 

79 80 Thomson* David BA, MPhil (Cantab), CertEdMus, LTCL Piano 

80 82 Agnew* Neale BEd, AdDipEd, LTCL, LGSM Oboe 

80 82 Benson Denis ARCM Violin 

80 84 Burrowes David BA (Cantab) Cello 

80 83 Collins Rosemary BA, DipEd, LTCL Piano 

80 93 Loughead* Colin LTCL Bassoon 

80 82 McCready Heather   Violin & Viola 

80 92 McCullough Paul ARCM, LTCL  Brass 

80 82 McQueen* Colin BMus Trumpet 

80 82 Schumann Paul ARCM Clarinet 

81 84 Reid Colin   Oboe 
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82 84 Cairns Stephen BMus, PGCE, LTCL Brass 

82 83 Curry Robert FTCL Trumpet 

82 83 McConville Edel LTCL Clarinet 

82 89 Newman George   Strings 

83 85 Cairns Christine Cairns BMus, MTD, LTCL Piano 

83 84 Rafferty Paul LTCL Clarinet 

84 85 Corrigan Ruth   Oboe 

84 87 Martin Neil BA Cello 

84 85 McClurg David LTCL, ALCM Brass 

84 87 Murphy Felicity BA Brass 

84 85 Peel* Christopher BA, MEd  Clarinet 

85 87 Berryman Andrew AGSM Trombone 

85 87 Graham Miss S GRNCM, PPRNCM   

87 00 Morris Adrian PPRNCM Trombone 

87 93 Newman Michael   Guitar 

87 90 Redmond Birt Helen BMus French Horn 

87 96 Smyth Rosemary BA, PGCE, LTCL Piano 

87 91 Wallace Alistair BEd Trumpet 

89 91 McCormick Nicola GSRM. LRAM Violin 

89 91 McNeill Brian DRSAM Cello 

91 92 Finnegan 
Iris-
Michelle 

BMus Flute 

91 98 Gillespie Pamela LTCL Cello 

91 92 Griffiths Lyttle Katie GRNCM Flute 

91 96 Ireland Nigel   Violin 

91   Kimber Judith     

91 92 Moore Jane GMusRNCM, PPRNCM Piano 

91   Ritchie John     

91 3 Savage Jean LTCL Trumpet 

91   Smyth Rosemary     

91 93 Yathindran Alan BEd, LTCL Trombone 

92 96 Benson Bridgett LTCL Flute 

92 93 Cantrill Andrew BA, FRCO Piano 

92 96 Easton Ewan   Tuba 

92 93 Leslie Jenny ARCM   

93 96 Brittain Jacklin   Trumpet 

93 1 Browne Heather BMus, PGCE Piano 

93 94 Deazley Stephen BMus   

93 0 McDonald John BMus, LTCL Bassoon 

93 98 Molyneaux Laura BA, CertEd, BSpMus Guitar 

93 6 Overton Brian   Oboe 

93 5 Wall Martin LTCL French Horn 

93 96 Weir Irene ATCL Piano/Aurals 

94 1 Marsden Heather GRNCM Violin 

94 96 McClintock Nigel ARCO, FTCL Piano 
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96 0 Lyttle Paul BEng Flute 

96   McCutcheon Gillian MMus, LRAM Clarinet 

96   Rea Jonathan     

96 11 Savage John   Tuba 

98   Barnett Steve GRNCM Trombone 

98 1 Gilkeson* Gareth BMus Percussion 

98 0 Jones Steve   Mus Tech 

98   Livingstone Ian   Guitar 

0   Douglas Richard BA, DipMus, LTCL, CT ABRSM Flute 

0 2 Pickett Steve BMus, ARCM Bassoon 

0 2 Pickett Gill CertEd Piano 

1 3 Hadwen Richard GRNCM   

1 3 White Matthew   Percussion 

2   Gibson Janet     

2 9 Gordon Karen BMus, PGCE, ALCM   

3 9 Comfort Peter     

3   Howell David ATCL   

3 4 Costley* Stuary BA (Cantab), ATCL Trumpet 

3 5 Lynch Lisa PGDip, LRAM, ATCL   

3 4 Sinnerton Laura BMus Strings 

3   Snell Nigel LTCL Trumpet 

4 5 McClure Alan BMus, PGCE Strings 

4 5 Moan Darren   Guitar 

5   Boyce Olwyn     

5 7 Graham Richard BSc, MMus, PhD   

5 12 Leeming John LRAM Cello 

5   Parkins Derek GRNCM   

6   Fenn Michelle BA, PGRSAMD   

9   Donaghy Michael     

11 12 Baird* Patrick     

11   Rea Jonathan MA (Cantab), PGCE, LTCL   

11   Thompson Wesley     

12   Buchanan Clare BEd, MA, ATCL   

12   Carberry Frank     

     *Ex-BGS       
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THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT ARCHIVE 

EPILOGUE 

 

“The Farewell      

And now it was evening.  

And facing the people again, he raised his voice and said:  

‘People of Orphalese, the wind bids me leave you.  

Less hasty am I than the wind, yet I must go.   

Farewell to you and the youth I have spent with you.  

It was but yesterday we met in a dream.  

You have sung to me in my aloneness,  

and I of your longings have built a tower in the sky.  

But now our sleep has fled and our dream is over, and it is no longer dawn.  

The noontide is upon us and our half waking has turned to fuller day, and we must part.  

If in the twilight of memory we should meet once more,  

we shall speak again together and you shall sing to me a deeper song.’”  

THE PROPHET 

 Kahlil Gibran 

 

 


